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Senior leadership leads to playoffs

By Katelyn Foehner
Sports Editor

With some improvements
this year, the boys lacrosse
team is having one of their
best seasons. :

“This season’s going a lot
better than last year,” senior
Lucas Radice said.

The team’s shooting skills
have improved and have
helped them score more goals
against their opponents.

“We've been running our
offense really well, [and olir]
defense has improved,” ju-

_nior Jake Paler said.

Paler also noted that their
stick skills are better than pre-
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Playing in the last regular home lacrosse game of the
season, goalie David Theiner blocks the net from opponents.

vious seasons.

Senior Jason Umphrey
said that the season has been
a strong one.

“[There is] a lot of chemis-
try this year, [we're] the most
winning team at West Chica-
go Community High School
both by numbers and percent-
age,” Umphrey said.

Seniors Colin Lelito and
David Theiner said that there
is a lot of team work and
teambuilding. Theiner also
said the team is a family.

Head coach Brandon Ku-
tilek said that there have not
been major changes to the
team this year.

“[There was] a new of-
fense and defense installed
that some of the kids learned
over the past summer from
the travel teams which did a

really good job of helping be-

cause of that it helped us out
too,” Kutilek said.

The team: won the Sticks
and Stones Tournament,
which they host, in April for
the first time in 10 years.

“[We] won the whole tour-

"Radice said.

nament, not just the divi-
sion,” Lelito said.

The team joked that Ku-
tilek cried after the team won.

“We were all emotional,”
“We’ve been
working hard for that past
couple of years, [it was] a big
moment.”

Kutilek was very proud of
his team and cherishes the
memory of winning.

This season the team has
no captains so the leadership
position falls on everyone.

“[The leadership position]
all started sophomore year
when Jordan and I were the
only two varsity players with
Kutilek,” Lelito said.

Radice added that the en-
tire team works together to
win.

“I expected that [the sea-
son is going well] because we
had so much senior leader-

_ship,” Kutilek said. “I kind

of look to them to do every-
thing possible to get the kids
to continue playing all season
long.”

This season the team add-

ed a coach to the staff who
has experience in the sport.

Last season the team’s win-
ning percentage was right
around .500, according to
Kutilek, and this season they
have a winning percentage of
80-85 percent.

“[I’'m] super proud of the
guys for sticking with it for
four years, the 16 seniors that
have stuck with it all four
years have definitely paid
off,” Kutilek said.

Members of the team are
even continuing playing in
college.

“Jordan and I are playing
at the collegiate level at Trine

-College,” Lelito said.

With lacrosse not being
a school-sponsored sport,
members of the team believe
that it will become school-
sponsored in the future.

“I think it’s getting really
popular, [it’s] one of the fast-
ing growing sports,” Paler
said. “Our junior varsity
team is actually pretty good
this year, we’re hoping to get
more people to come out.”
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Sophomore Justin Thiede sets the ball for a fellow player to spike it against hitters from Waubonsle Valley on Senior Night.

Hardwork pays off, regionals 1n sight

By Hector Cervantes
Perspectives Editor

Making their way to re-
gionals is an achievement
boys volleyball is proud of.

“It's my senior year and
I'm looking to have fun with
my friends on the team while
I prepare for regionals,” var-
sity captain senior Logan
Bruce said.

Regionals began on Tues-
day. Results for regionals
were not available as of press
time.

Preparing for regionals was
difficult, but the team man-
aged. : '

“We knew we’d take our

lumps because of no return-
ing seniors, but we worked

on becoming competitive,”

varsity coach Kris Hasty said.

The team liked all the hard
work put in throughout the
season.

“The hard work, dedi-
cation and the passion we
would all put towards the
game was something I liked
about our season. Most im-
portantly, I liked the family
we made during the season,”
freshman Ricardo Grimaldo

“said.

Despite a loss on a match
on May 6, boys volleyball
noted their improvement.
Also, the tedth learned that

working hard pays off.

“Our best match. was ver-
sus Bartlett on May 6. We felt
like playing more together (as
a team) even though we end-
ed up losing the match. But
the team gave the best efforts
of the year, which is impor-
tant,” Hasty said.

The team saw their im-
provement in practices.

“We would have a gen-
eral warm up, work on ball
control skills and agility as a
whole. Then we would break
up into the teams,” Hasty
said. ‘ :

As the season wraps up the
team reflected on how the
season went.

“We gained experience
with each other and we spent
the season getting used to
playing with each other, ”
Hasty said.

The team hopes to do bet-
ter for the next season.

“Hopefully we win the Up-
state Eight, make new family
and friends and to be unde-
feated for the whole season.
That is my goal,” Grimaldo
said.

Being able to see the im-
provement is important to
the team. ~

“It’s always rewarding to
start with a certain point and
continue to improve,” Hasty
said.

Rocky start
10 season
improves

By-Sarah Denning
Reporter

Whether it's a home or
away game, the softball team
is making strides, not only to
home base. but to finish this
season with a homerun.

The girls did well starting
off the season, beating rivals
Glenbard North 5-4.

“We haven't beat them
(Glenbard North) in years
so it was a great feeling beat-
ing one of our rivals,” junior
Jenna Foreman said.

The beginning of the sea-
son started off rocky, but has
slowly improved.

“We’ve had some really
good moments and positive
games, the games we have
gotten in have helped shape
the team. The girls have fig-

ured out where they all need.
to improve,” coach Kim
Wallner said.

As the season comes to an
end the team has improved
their skills and the girls prac-
tice their plays in order to
win.

“We've been working hard
at practice and games, al-
ways looking for chances to
improve, We've really been
coming together as a team
and only getting better,”
Foreman said.
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Stanley Cup fever returns to Windy City
Los Angeles Kings prove to be too much to handle for Blackbhawks

WRHMRBRHOAXT6054321

By Katelyn Foehner
Sports Editor

Jonathan Toews and com-
pany have worked hard to try
and bring the Stanley Cup
back to Chicago, but it seems
like the Los Angeles Kings
will take that away from
them. As of press time, re-
sults from Wednesday’s game
were not available.

With the help of Patrick
Kane and his better-than-
ever mullet, and coach Joel
Quenneville and his stylish
mustache, the Blackhawks

brought hope back to Chi-
cago that Lord Stanley’s cup
will make another grand ap-
pearance in the city this sum-
mer.

After the St.. Louis Blues
took a 2-0 lead in the first-

round series, the Blackhawks
bounced back and won the
next four straight games.
After another six game
battle with the Minnesota
Wild, the Blackhawks gave
it their all and glided past the
them in a tight-gripping fi-

_nale thanks to Patrick Kane’s

overtime goal.

The Western Conference
Finals have proved to be too
much for the Blackhawks as
they now face elimination
from the Kings.

The Blackhawks took the
win in game one, and have
taken a steep decline for the
worse. They lost game two,
and the Kings served the
Blackhawks their first home
game loss in the playoffs this

year. The rest of the season Before his team made it to the Stanley Cup playoffs, Blackhawks winger Kris Versteeg prac-
tices his skatlng skills against the Columbus Blue Jackets in Columbus on April 4.

looks bleak for the team.

Blackhawks winger Kris erst left, and defensemen Duncan Keith and Brent Seabrook
joke around before their game against the Columbus Blue Jackets in Columbus.

Andrew Shaw, left, Patrick Kane, and Brandon Saad get

ready to take on the Columbus Blue Jackets on April 4.
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Racism should be left in the past, where it belongs

By Katelyn Foehner
Sports Editor

Where do we begin to dis-
-cuss Donald Sterling’s recent
comments, mistakes, and
excuses? Theré’s so much to
say about a man who obvi-

ously does not think before
he speaks.

Within the last month,
Sterling has become one of

the most hated men in bas-

ketball, and the Miami Heat
are silently thanking him
for that. But what nobody is
thanking Sterling for is his
racist comments.

When you’re an owner of a
professional basketball team
that’s worth $575 million, ac-
cording to Forbes, you keep
your. mouth shut. You don’t
go off on a rant with your
girlfriend about her not being
able to bring black people to
games, especially NBA great
Magic Johnson.

But kudos to Johnson for
trying and acting like this is

all a joke. The poor guy is
probably offended beyond
belief and just wants this all
to be over with since he is not
directly involved.

Granted Sterling probably
did not think that those “pri-
vate” tapes would ever be
leaked to the media, but hon-
estly is anything ever private
anymore?

And he was speaking with
his girlfriend. His girlfriend.
He is a married man. If any-
body should feel sorry for
anyone right now it should
be his wife, Shelly. I cannot
begin to imagine what she is
going through right now.

First her husband makes
racist remarks that is broad-
casted on every media outlet,
and then his mistress comes

into the spotlight. The poor
woman can't catch a break.

Sterling has now given his
wife the right to sell the team.

But who’s at fault for all of
this, Sterling or the NBA?

The }NBA has known for
countl@s years that Sterling
has a bad reputation, and he’s
not the greatest owner.

But they never did anything
about his behavior, until now.
This whole ordeal could have
been avoided if David Stern
had reprimanded Sterling
back in the day. Instead it was
like a ticking time bomb that
exploded with racism and
hurt feelings.

Members of the Chppets
threatened to boycott and
protest until the NBA finally

stepped in and*banned Ster-

 ling for life.

The NBA is now putting
pressure on Sterling to sell the
team, but if he was banned
why is he still technically
the owner? There should be
an interim owner until he
sells the team so that he has
no control or power over the
Clippers.

But now Sterling is say-
ing that he’s not even go-
ing to pay the $2.5 million
fine. Is this really surprising
though? He will try and drag
this controversy out, in hopes
that people forget what hap-
pened. But how do you forget

~ his racist remarks when this

is 2014, not 1964.

Sterling needs to pay up, let
his wife sell the team, get a -
brain, and move on.
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