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Lack of ·athletes has not affected the 
outcOme· of season up to this 
By Alexandra Garibay can bring the team up for the talent the team offers. Not much has changed for 
Center Spread Editor next year. "We have a lot of young the team since switching to a 

Being more competitive 
during meets has helped the 

· girls track team be more suc­
cessful. 
. "We're becoming more 

competitive in the meets, 
more consistently than we 
have in the past," coach Matt 
Nelson said. 

The team has been strug­
gling with the number of girls 
on the team. 

"We have been struggling 
due to injuries and because 
our team is very small," soph­
omore Cindy Mendez said. 

Although the team doesn't 
have a lot of girls on the team 
they are still improving. 

"Since we don't have a lot 
of kids we are still moving 
in the right direction," coach 
Dave Sayner said. 

Although the team is 
smaller this year, there are 
many -underclassmen who 

"We lost a lot of seniors talent," Nelson said. "It's different conference. 
last year but we have many . mostly sophomores and ju- "I would say it's pretty 
talented runners on the team niors that really push our similar once we get to the 
this year," Mendez said. team." · same big meets. At the con-

Even the coaches agree on 

On a sunny, spring day members of the girls track team practice their jumping techniques. 

Loss brings new 
opporturuty for 
future plans 
By Katelyn Foehner 
Sports Editor 

Although he had the ex­
perience of a lifetime, ESL 
teacher Mark Poulterer was 
not chosen as the Teacher on 
the Trail 2015. 

"I found out about five 
minutes before I left for 
spring break, I received an 
email," Poulterer said. 

Two out of the five mem-
bers were rooting for Poulter­
er, but the other three would 
not budge. 

Poulterer said that reapply­
ing is not out of the picture. 

"I am looking at other op­
portunities," Poulterer said. 

One of those opportunities 
is a program called Teacher 
Ranger Teacher. 

• 

teams 
and they have just as many 
athletes as DVC did," Sayner 
said. 

Competitive schools still 
exist in the Upstate Eight 
Conference. 

"It's still really competitive, 
a couple weeks ago they were 
two out of six all Upstate 
Eight schools, which would 
never happen if we faced N a­
perville Central or Wheaton 
Warrenville South," Nelson 
said. 

Players have also noticed 
the improvement this year. 

"As a team we have had 
better places than last year in 
almost every meet," Mendez 
said. "We are defmitely im­
proving." 

The team continues to keep 
an eye on state. · 

"For this season we want 
to keep improving and quali­
fying for state would be hard, 
but with hard work anything 
is possible," Mendez said. 

Erin Montgomery was 
chosen to be the teacher who 
participates next year. 

"Teachers spend a summer 
in national parks, work as a 
ranger, and bring back what 
[you] learned to the class­
room," Poulterer said. 
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Members of the varsity boys lacrosse team celebrate their victory as they win the Sticks and 
Stones Tournament, bringing a trophy home for the first time In 1 o years. 

The committee who selects 
the winner was on the phone 
for about two hours debating 
who would be chosen. 

"I was disappointed," 
Poulterer said. 

He spoke with Andrea 
Aufder-Heyde, the women 
who began the program and 
she was very encouraging. 

"[She told me] the only 
thing they said about me was 
I had less experience," Poul­
terer said. "I'm the new guy." 

Poulterer has only taught 
the lditarod in his classroom 
for the past few years, where­
as the other competitors have 
taught it for many years. 

"Finney (Andrea) was real­
ly pulling for me, she said 'if 
you give him the opportunity 
he will pour his whole heart 
and soul into it," Poulterer 
said. 

Poulterer likes the Teacher 
Ranger Teacher program, but 
he's not sure if the format 
would work with him. 

"I would like to try and cre­
ate something that's a little 
bit different, that's a huge un­
dertaking, and I'm not sure 
if I'll be able to pull it off," 
Poulterer said. "[I'd like to] 
get in under the umbrella of 
the program and see if they 
would go with something a 
little different." 

He is open to the idea of 
doing the Teacher Ranger 
Teacher program for a sum­
mer. 

"I might go back to the 
Iditarod, definitely not 
next year," Poulterer said. 
"If they're saying I need 
more experience, than I 
need more experience." 

Decade wait is worth it 
By Katelyn Foehner 
Sports Editor 

For the first time in 10 
years, the boys lacrosse team 
won the Sticks and Stones 
Tournament.· 

"When the time ran out in 
· the championship game the 
kids were ecstatic and were 
jumping around in celebra­
tion," head coach Brandon 
Kutilek said. 

The tournament was held 
at Cornerstone Lakes with 
the cooperation of the West 
Chicago Park District. Se­
nior Nick Wilson was named 
Most Valuable Player. 

"It was one of the most 
memorable times that I had 

coaching and it will contin­
ue to be one of the greatest 
memories that I will have," 
Kutilek said. 

The rotation of different 
players throughout the four 
games also helped the team 
win. 

Fourteen other schools 
competed in the tournament, 
many of which are not in the 
Upstate Eight conference. 
The Upstate Eight only has 
eight schools that have la­
crosse teams. 

"The problem in playing in 
the Upstate Eight Conference 
is the same as the DVC, not 
all the schools in the confer­
ence participate in lacrosse," 
club president Scott Lelito 

said. 
This season the seniors 

have stepped up and helped 
contribute to the team's win­
ning record. 

"We have a lot of senior 
leadership on the team this 
year and they have been do­
ing a great job motivating the 
other kids to work as hard as 
they do," Kutilek said. "We 
don't necessarily have specif­
ic captains this year and that 
is for a reason. I feel each of 
the seniors is a captain and it 
is well deserved." 

The team has an overall re­
cord of 11-1-2 with a regular 
season record of 8-2. They 
play Wednesday at Prairie 
Ridge High School. 
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Injury plagu_ed season hurts _team 
By Hector Cervantes 
Perspectives Editor 

An injury, no returning se­
niors and switching confer­
ences has not stopped boys 

volleyball from improving 
their season. 

"We have different com­
petition and we are looking 
forward to going to different 
gymnasiums while meeting 

~~~~~~~~--------~= 

the new coaches," varsity 
coach Kristy Hasty said. 

The team has to get used to 
the Upstate Eight. 

"I miss the DVC because 
it was so organized and I 
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Fernando Rodriguez spikes the ball attempting to score a point against two guards from 
the Illinois Math and Science Academy. 

don't see that in the Upstate 
Eight," Hasty said. 

Also, the early start time 
for games is a hassle. 

"The early start time at 
4:30 has been difficult for stu­
dents to compete that early 
and parents rushing from 
work to see the game," Hasty 
said. 

Multiple members have 
been out for injuries. 

Senior varsity captain 
Brian Benes suffered a non 

· sports related concussion 
which made him absent for a 
few games. 

"It's sad and hurts the team 
but we have got to make the 
best of it," senior varsity cap­
tain Logan Bruce said. 

Due to multiple injuries the 
team hasn't been able to put 
up a full roster for a game, 
and they're looking to im­
prove. 

"Our team needs to be a 
better passing team and we 
want to come together as a 
team and show how compet-

itive we are in every match," 
Hasty said. 

Team members see room 
for improvement as well. 

"I want to improve on my 
hitting and communicating 
with my team," freshman Da­
vid Barajas said. 

In order to improve, each 
individual has to contribute 
their part. 

"Each individual has to 
have a mindset from his mis­
takes to learn (from his) mis­
takes and not make the same 
mistake in practice and (he) 
needs to be focused on how 
(he) can contribute," Hasty 
said. 

The team as a whole is 
more important in volleyball 
than an individual person. 

"I want the team to learn 
that it is more important 
than an individual and I want 
them to have trust in their 
teammates," Hasty said. 

Varsity plays at home on 
Thursday against Auburn 
High School. 

··-······· · ·· ····-·-·----------------------~-------_..:... __ _:__ _________ _ 

Family Owned & Operated 
By WEGO Alumni from 2004,2006 & 2010 

Rt. 59 & Arbor . 1010 S. Barrington 1276 N. Lake 
Aurora 
630-801-2277 

West Chicago Streamwood 
630-876-0210 630-372-2445 

Special Orders ready in 8-10 minutes: 

Meal Deal Special $17.99. $5.00 Large One­
Topping Pizza Two one-topping pizzas, an order of 8 

Chicken Wings, an order of 8 Bread Sticks 
With Marinara and one 2 liter soda 

Don't forget FREE BREADSTICKS 
With SCHOOL ID and purchase of one PIZZA (one per person) 

I ~ - "-. .., I. .. ~ 

Great Price and 
Great Taste!!!! 
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Sig~ing away the next four years of 
the1r lives benefits student athletes 

Karsten Cook- Batavia High School 
School: Valparaiso University · 

Sport: Swimming 

Major: Mechanical Engineering 

I chose this school 
because the campus 

· was beautifu4 coach­
es were awesome) I 

;ust felt like it was a 
good ftt for me) " -:-
Devan Orr 

Devan Orr­
University of 
Pittsburg at 

Johnston 

1 chose this school 
be_cause it has a good 
swimming program 
and the people are 
. ' nzceJ -- Aiden Cu//oton 

1 chose this school 
because it is a good 

fit for me and it has 
a great engineering 

program) ' --

Aiden Culloton 

School: St. John's University 
Sport: Swimming 

Karsten Cook Major: undecided 
-- 1 chose this school 

because it's a big 
research schoo4 and 
I ftt with the team 
well. J --

J 

Hanna Netisingha 

Hanna N etis­

ingha 

Sport: Volleyball 
Major: Education 

Seniors Devan Orr, left, and Hanna Netisingha commit to continue on in sports In college. 

· School: Southern 

Illinois Universi­

ty-Carbondale 

Sport: Golf 

Majoring: Zool­

ogy 

Gena Rodriguez 

School: Augustana <;>r St. Francis 

Sport: Track 

Major: Accounting 

Lindsey Sayner 

School: University of St. Francis 
· Sport: Cross Country 

Photos by Alexandra Garibay Major: Biology 
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