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Being able to throw a pitch is essential in baseball, that's why seniors Jon Michiels and Grant 
Hosticka along with junior Connor Dall practice in the fleldhouse on a cold, snowy day. 

Even with low turnout at try-outs, coach 
is hoping for the best this season 
By Sarah Szremski 
Reporter 

The baseball season started 
with a shortage of people try­
ing out, but still is strong. 

"We didn't really have try­
outs. Anyone who came out 
made the team. ," head coach 
Daniel McCarthy said. 

All the boys who did try­
out had experience with the 
game. 

"These were all kids that 
have been in the program 

it wasn't like we had 
new kids trying out," McCar­
thy said. 

With the season just be­
ginning McCarthy and the 

team look forward to getting 
started. 

"I thitik: that our competi­
tion is going to be very simi­
lar to what we had before," 
McCarthy said. "There are 
some strong teams and a few 
weaker teams I think in the 
Upstate 8 then there were in 
theDVC." 

Their first game was sup­
posed to be on March 20, but 
as McCarthy predicted, they 
were not able to play because 
of the weather. 

41From all the snow we 
had, everything froze, " Mc­
Carthy said. 

McCarthy isn't the only 
one looking forward to the 

baseball season. 
"This season is going to be 

the best chance we have had 
in a long time to be extremely 
successful," junior Connor 
Dall said. "We have the op­
portunity and expect to be 
the best sports team at West 
Chicago this school year. !' 

Since all of the players have 
been on the team before, they 
already know each other's 
strengths and weaknesses. 

McCarthy expects great 
games in the upcoming sea­
son. 

"The team is better than 
I anticipated far better, and 
in defense were very good," 
McCarthy said. 

helps 
them in multiple sports 
Growth athletes • 

1n 

By Hector Cervantes 
Perspectives Editor 

While the boys indoor 
track season ends, the team 
is continuing to grow in ath­
'etes and is looking forward. 
to the start of outdoor track. 

"I like competition and we 
already improved in the in­
crease for the number of ath­
letes for indoor track," coach 
Paul McLeland said. 

Track helps athletes in 
other sports that they are in­
volved in. 

"Track is important for ev­
ery sport because it increases 
speed. We have soccer and 
football players come to 
track, who want to get faster 
and stronger," McLeland 
said. 

Team member junior Joe 
Skipor wants to be a better 
athlete. 

"I'm hoping to become a 

· l . . 

with my teammates," Skipor When athletes have shin 
said. splints they have to strength-

Even though the team i.D.- en by resting, which causes 
creased in members some them to miss practice. 
athletes are missing practice "Weather permitting some­
and McLeland is hoping to times we can't go outside and 
improve this issue. we have to practice indoors," 

"One struggle we have is McLeland said. 
some athletes miss a lot of Boys track has a tradition 
practice and they shouldn't in which the older athletes 
have to miss a lot of prac- help with the younger ath­
tice because it interferes with letes. 
them getting better," McLe- "We have upperclassmen 
land said. mentoring the less expe-

By the .end of the season rienced in track and it's a 
McCleland would like to good tradition. It's like the 
have state qualifiers. upperclassmen are assistant 

"Our team hasn't had any coaches helping out," said 
state qualifiers but we are McLeland. 
hoping for one qualifier. It He also wants the boys to 
will be nice to have a relay compete fairly and do their 
compete in state," McLeland best. 
said. "I want them to learn to 

Shin splints are another compete but compete fairly 
struggle the boys track team and to always do their best. I 
needs to overcome. Prac- want the team to learn to do 
tieing indoors causes shin the right thing and have in-
splints • . . ... _ • ___ . io _ A ..... :. 

Wildcat Chronide 
• High expectations 

• 
awatt new season 
The team is lookingfonvat:d to playing in the 
Upstate Eight conference a_s well as looking 
to. improve their record and team morale by 
becoming more physical through practice. 
By Hector Cervantes 
Perspectives Editor 

New competitive schools 
are awaiting the girls soccer 
team as it plays in the Upstate 
Eight conference for the first 
time. 

"We are in a new confer­
ence and we are looking for­
ward to being there and our 
expectation is to play well," 
head coach Cesar Gomez 
said. 

Team captains for varsity 
are senior Shelly Molskow, 
and juniors Stephanie Mata 
and Kayla Kirkwood 

"We have the best team­
mates and coaches and prac­
tice is always fun. It's a great 
sport to play," Molskow said. 

:ty!ata is anticipating a good 
season. 

41 I'm looking forward to 
team bonding and getting 
a lot of wins and leaving a 
good first impression on the 
new conference," Mata said. 

Struggles are still expected 
in the new conference. 

"Our team is moving to a 
new conference and we have 

. to compete with competi­
tive schools like Waubonsie, 
Nequa and Metea Valley," 
Gomez said. 

To achieve this goal, the 
girls are working hard to be 
one of the best teams by sea-

son's end. 
"Our goal is always to get 

something out of the season. 
Last year (we achieved) our 
goal by beating Schaumburg 
twice and they are competi­
tive in soccer," Gomez said. 

Team members also see 
room for improvement. 

"We want to improve on 
moving the ball on the field 
faster by working hard and 
improving our record," Kirk­
woodsaid. 

According to Gomez, the 
team needs to be more physi­
cal, possess the ball more of­
ten and be able to play a full 
game of 80 minutes with full 
strength. 

To reach this goal the girls 
are working hard by condi­
tioning. 

"I want the team to know 
that we are good enough to 
play with anybody, and we 
are mentally strong enough 
to win games," Gomez said. 

To motivate the team not 
to quit, Gomez believes you 
must have a purpose to keep 
ongoing. 

"You have to have a pur­
pose to motivate your team. 
I encourage them to fmd a 
purpose and to stick with that 
purpose," Gomez said. 

Varsity plays tonight at 
home. 

Photo by Hector Cervantes 
· Members of the girls soccer team stretch before practice to 
.perform at their best and to Mit keep warm In the cold. 
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Double digitS in win column helps s·end 
team to playoffs against fotmer rival 
Senior John Konchar breaks one 
more school record held _by coach 
as bqys basketball makes it to the 

The season ended on high school basketball only the DuPage Valley. 
March 4 when former rival one team in each class wins "All of the honors we re­
Glenbard North beat the their last game, and that's the ceived this year were a direct 
Wildcats 51-48. champion," Recchia said. result of all of the hard work 

"It was a fun game to end Although the season ended put in in the offseason. The 
out on. We started off strong with a loss, there were still group really molded together 
during the game, and they some high points throughout as a team, there were no jeal-

playoffs fo~ first time since 2004 came back stronger," Kon- it. ousies," Recchia said. 
char said. This season Konchar broke Recchia also noted that 

By Katelyn Foehner 
Sports Editor 

Switching conferences 
worked well for the boys var­
sity basketball team. 

"The season went a lot bet­
ter than what most people 
expected. We proved a lot of 
people wrong," junior Alex 
Mitchell said. 

This season was the first 
time since the 2004-2005 sea­
son that the team had wins in 
the1 double digits. The 2004 
season ended with the team 
going 10-4 and second in the 
DVC .. The team this season 
ended up going 16-10 in the 

The Wildcats' offense was two records set by Recchia. In the players had each others' 
regular season and 2-1 in the strong in the beginning, but December he broke the most backs from the first day. 
playoffs. started to crumble after hal- points in a game record. In "I think that cohesiveness 

"We did a lot better than time. The Panthers came the season fmale on Feb. 27, contributed to the success we 
the last 10 years, since we back stronger and took the Konchar broke the all-time had this year," Recchia said. 
haven't had a winning re- win. scoring record. He has 1,551 With roughly eight months 
cord in 10 years," senior John · "The main factor (in los- career points while Recchia until the start of the new sea­
Konchar said. ing) was they made their had 1,461 points. son, Recchia has already be-

Switching from the DVC shots in the end of the game "I couldn't be more proud gun thinking about it. 
to the Upstate Eight has not and we didn't. We went 2 for of John. I wanted to shake "I started thinking about 
made a difference with the 18 from the three point line the hand of the person who next season the day after we 
team. which is far below what we broke [the record] and to ac- lost to Glenbard North," 

"We made a statement in normally would do," coach · tually be able to coach the kid Recchia said. 
the Upstate Eight," Mitchell Bill Recchia said. who broke it is an absolute After this season the team 
said. Konchar scored 22 points blessing," Recchia said. will be losing more than half 

Mitchell believes · that it while sophomore Mikey The record had been held of it's players. Six seniors will 
was the same level of compe- Bibbs scored 18. for 31 years. be graduating, leaving only 
titian, just different teams in "(You're) never happy The team this season was ftve underclassmen left for 
the Upstate Eight. with that last loss. In Illinois ' the highest scoring team in next season. 
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Photo by Alexandra Garibay 
Making choices for college can be overwhelming as a senior, 
that's why Kali Strachota committed to Concordia. 

Tumbler signs with 
Concordia University 
By Alexandra Garibay 
Center Spread Editor 

Working hard to achieve 
your goals is possible, and for 
senior Kali Strachota that has 
become true. 

Strachota received an aca- . 
demic scholarship and signed 
on with Concordia U niver­
sity in Mequon, Wis. 

"I choose Concordia be­
cause I got recruited to be 
on the acrobatic and tum­
bling team which is a new 
varsity sport recognized by 
the NCAA (National Colle­
giate Athletic Association)," 
Strachota said. "Concordia 
will be the 11th school in the 

i ( -~· 

nation to ~aye this sport and . ·; .__.' ~ . 

I will get to compete against 
Hawaii Pacific, Baylor and 
University of Oregon along 
with other top D 1 schools." 

According to Concordia's 
website, acrobatics and tum­
bling is the university's 24th 
sport with a competitive 
championship. 

Strachota also had her fam­
ily present while she signed 
her commitment paper, as 
well as atliletic director Doug 
Mullaney. 

Concordia also offers a 
program in her interest. 

"Concordia just got an op­
tometry program which is 
what I have always wanted to 
study so it worked out well," 
St;rachota said. 

I!J '· .. · ~ . .. ~\ 
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Waiting for an · Iditarod t-shirt 
What is the Iditarod? 
By Katelyn Foehner 
Sports Editor 

The Iditarod is a long-dis­
tance dog sled race held in 
Al~ska every year. The mush­
ers along with their teams of 
16 dogs travel from Anchor­
age to Nome. 

There is a ceremonial start 
in Anchorage but the official 
start is in Willow, Alaska.' At 

least six mushers must be on 
the towline at the finish line, 
covering the distance in 9-15 
days or more. 

Every year the mushers 
race a semi-different course. 
Odd years they travel the 
southern route, and even 
years they travel the 'northern 
route. The Iditarod began in 
1973 and is the most popular 
sport in Alaska. 

Mark Poulterer, right, with Charlie Bejna and one of his dogs 
met before the start of the race. 

Mark Poulterer stands in front of an ldltarod race sign, outside of the headquarters,which 
gives an insight into the history of the race and includes flags from the countries of mushers. 

Hoping to become the Teacher on the Trail for 2015 
By Katelyn Foehner 
Sports Editor · 

Upon returning from his 
trip to Alaska, ESL teacher 
Mark Poulterer will now have 
to wait until April 2 to see if 
he will be the Teacher on the 
Trail20 15 for the Iditarod. 

The Teacher on the Trail is 
an opportunity for educators 
who teach about the Iditarod, 
to fly to Anchorage during it 
and volunteer with the dog 
mushers and the dogs. They 
also blog throughout the trip 
so students throughout the 
country who follow along so 
can stay updated with what is 
happening. 

"The trip was incredible, I 
worked from about seven in 
the morning to almost mid­
night every day," Poulterer 
said. 

Poulterer spent a week in 
Alaska,"-;.mainly Anchorage, 
to comPlete a few tasks to be 
considered for Teacher on the 
Trail. 

These tasks included an in-
terview, challenge question, 
writing a blog, speaking at a 
conference, and much more. 

"We had to blog about any­
thing we wanted to related 
to what we did. I blogged 
mainly about the sun and 
how important the sun is and 
the sunlight and how the sun 
only comes during certain 
parts of the year," Poulterer 
said. ' 

In Anchorage there are 
models of the sun and all of 
the planets. The models show 
how big the planets are and 
the distance between them. 

The finalists had the op­
portunity to walk beside the 
models and look at them. 
The model is so 'big that it 
took them about 45 minutes 
just to walk to Jupiter, which 
is only the fifth planet. 

While there Poulterer also 
spoke at a conference where 
he shared lesson plans from 
his classroom. He also was 
interviewed by the five com­
mittee members. · 

a bit. "I got to dog handle which also be blogging so that the 
"I got to go to the banquet means I was holding one ,of students can see what is hap­

that all the mushers were at. the dogs back until they were pening. 
I had all 71 mushers walk by ready to run," Poulterer said. Poulterer thinks that he 
and sign my poster," Poul- Ironically the musher was has a pretty good chance at 
terer said. Charlie Bejna who is a resi- becoming the Teacher on the 

The poster is now displayed dent of Addison, ill. This is Trail2015. 
proudly in his classroom. He his second time racing. He "I have a good chance. The 
also met the "Michael Jar- had to drop out of his ftrst other two teachers were phe­
dan" of mushing at the ban- race because he did not have nomenal as well," Poulterer 
quet. enough dogs. Poulterer ex- said. 

Poulterer also had the plained how the dogs can He also noted that in past 
chance to meet all of them get sick and tired and cannot years it was an easier decision 
and take pictures with a rna- continue to race. for the committee members 
jority of the mushers. "This race isn't about com- to make. But this year it will 

The three finalists had the ing in first, it is for the big be a more diffucult decision. 
opportunity of being tour- names. But for everybody, "If one of the others gets 
ists for the day, including the if you fmish it, that's awe- chosen, I'll be disappointed 
chance to see the start of the some," Poulterer said. but I won't feel like some­
race. Poulterer also clarified that body who is not going to do a 

"On March 2 we went out if chosen as the Teacher on good job will be on the trail," 
to Willow where they start the Trail he will not be mush- Poulterer said. 
the race again. As far as I ing. Staff and students will be 
know it's the only sporting "I would be flying from on spring break when Paul­
event with two starts," Poul- checkpoint to checkpoint," terer flnqs out if he will win, 
terer said. Poulterer said. but he has come up with a 

The first start .in Anchorage He will hit about five clever way of notifying them 
"The conference and inter- is a ceremonial start where checkpoints where he will of the win or loss. 

view both went very well," 
Poulterer said. 

The entire trip was not all 
business, as Poulterer along 
with the two other fmalists 
had the chance to unwind for 

people can celebrate and volunteer, help ready the "So if I'm chosen, after 
cheer. The start in Willow is dogs' food, and skype with spring break I'll have an Idi-
the official start time. his class. tarod t -shirt on and if I don't, 

Poulterer had the chance to About 1,000 students then they'll [students] know 
be a part of the race, even if it across the nation follow the that I wasn't chosen for the 
was only a minor part. Iditarod so Poulterer will race," Poulterer said. 
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