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Keeping busy during break 
MATTHEW BRODERICK 

By Guadalupe Blanco and Brookfield Zoo will be 

Editor in Chief hosting festivities. 
"ZooLights," at Lincoln 

A two week break is plenty Park Zoo is a display lights 
of time to relax and recuperate and decoration throughout 
after being in' school, but it is the park, in addition to special 
also a chance to get out and activities such as visits from 
have fun in and around the city, Santa Claus. 
as well as at home. At Brookfield Zoo, "Holiday 

In Chicago, Daley Plaza's Magic" will run Friday and 
annual Christkindlmarket is Saturday, as well as Dec. 26 
back for the holiday season. to Dec. 31. 

Christkindlmarket was start- "Holiday Magic" is a holi-
ed in 1996 in Chicago, and day lights show, laser light 
originates from Chriskindle- show, magic show, all com-
markt in Nurnberg, Germany, bined into one event. 
which dates back to 1545. For the homebody who 

Some of the entertainment would rather sleep in, there's 
includes German foods such still plenty to do in the com-
as bratwursts, apple strudel, forts of home. 
and hot chocolate, as well as A great way to get something 
choirs and carolers that will done with minimal effort is to 
be playing music throughout plop down in front of a screen, 
the market. grab snacks, a comfortable pil-

The event will be open from low and blanket, and watch a 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. weekdays movie marathon. 
and Sunday through Tuesday, Anyone looking to reminisce 
and 11 a.m. until 9 p.m. on in the big-haired, cheesy glory 
Saturday. ·of the '80s might benefit from 

For those who have a closer a few rounds of fllms includ-
connection to nature and ani- ing "Ferris Bueller's Day Off," 
mals, both Lincoln Park Zoo "The Breakfast Club," and 

"Planes, Trains and Automo-
biles," all courtesy of John 
Hughes. 

For the individual craving 
a complicated web of truths 
and lies in an artistic presen-
tation, a Woody Allen mara-
than, complete with "Annie 
Hall," "Midnight in Paris," 
and Allen's most recent ven-
ture, "Blue Jasmine" would 
do the trick. 

Of course, no one can go 
wrong with an easygoing, but 
fun day of Disney classics. 

If all else fails, and a movie 
marathon or day in the city 
don't hold any interest, then 
getting work done is also an 
option. 

One could catch up on read-
ing, or take some practice 
ACT courses online, check out 
iTunes University, which is a 
free way to learn what college 
courses might be like, or brush 
up on assignments. 

Whatever is in store for these 
upcoming two weeks of break, 
the most important thing to 
remember is that it is a time to 
recharge. 
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Ph.oto courtesy Paramount Studios 
For anyone who's not interested in heading out, any movie 
marathon, such as an 1980s theme, creates a great time. 

Season of giving and 

getting horrible gifts 

.. - -------
t:.O 

TEOINOl.OGY CENTER 
OFDUPAGE 

--- ----, 
"Going to TCD was the 

best decision I made 

in high school." 
--Brett Novak, Multimedia Alum 

Now: Filmmaker, Visual Effects Artist 
Los Angeles, CA 

While the holidays are a 
time to think of others and 
fmd ways to show apprecia­
tion, sometimes those inten­
tions can go awry. 

Here is a a list of what stu­
. dents and teachers deemed as 

1 
the worst gifts to receive, as 
well as some of the worst gifts 
that they have received. 

VVhatstudentsthUruk 
1. Junior Josie Steinbrecher­
"Socks (would be the worst 

gift to get) because they can 
keep you warm, but I can buy 
them any day." 

2. Junior Morgan Currigan­
"Crocs, because they're the 
ugliest thing on this earth." 

3. Junior Edith Munoz­
"Baby Alive doll, I got it in 
seventh grade. I thought 'what 
would I do with it?'" 

4. Senior Marc Cuiriz­
"Clothes that you know you 

. would never wear or clothes 
they got from a thrift store." 

5. Senior. Joe Sawicki­
"That's a tough one, but my 
grandma always gets me or­
naments that I'll never use." 

6. Senior Cori Weinrich- "A 
diet book because it implies 
that you're fat." 

7. Junior Laura Perez 
- "Coal because it means 
you've been a bad kid." 

I can go to Walmart and get I 
them any day I want." 

9. Sophomore Jamara I 
Turner- "An ugly Christmas 
sweater because no one really 1 
likes them, they just tolerate 
them as if it was the greatest 1 
gift of the world." 

10. Freshman Tracy Lee- "A I 
gift card because when people 
get me gift cards, they don't 1 
know what I really want, and 
it also won't be much of a 1 
Christmas surprise." 

What teachers think I 
I. Spanish teacher Susan 

Junkroski- "A horrible ugly 1 
Christmas statue or angel. 
Because then I would have 1 
to put it up when they come 
over, but then I would take it I. 
down again. Or I would "ac-
cidentally" break it. 1 

2. Math teacher Britt Lin­
dahl- "A gift card to Petco, be- 1 
cause I don't have a pet." 

3. Math teacher Michelle 1 
Torres- "I don't want any pets, 
because I already have two 1 
children." 

4. Spanish teacher Brittany 1 
Blanchard- "Tickets to aMi­
ley Cyrus concert because she 1 
is awful." 

5. English teacher Shannon 1 
Sanchez- "The stupid slip-
pers, Stompies." 1 

8. Junior Kyle Foehner- " 
Socks and underwear because *Compiled by Chronicle staff 

Open House 
January 22, 2014 
6:30pm - 8:30pm 

Get ready for college and a career 
Explore a career interest as an elective in high school 
Earn free, transferable ·college credit at the same time 
Get hands-on experience and available certifications 

Network with industry professionals 

Technology Center of DuPage 
is the advanced career and 
technical education campus for 
DuPage high school juniors and 
seniors. 

and find a future to love! 

For more information: 

wWw.tcdupage.org 
301 S. Swift Rd. -Addison, IL- 630.620.8770 ---------------
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Records, 
recent 
outcomes 
set higher 
By Kyle Paup 
Perspectives Editor 

Boys basketball started out 
strong with a high place in 
the conference and a new re­
cord being set for the school. 

"We are 2-2 in the confer­
ence, we started off 2-0 but 
we have lost the past two 
games," senior John Konchar 
said. 

After the first two wins, the 
team was at the top of the 
conference. 

"As a program we have 
not won a varsity conference 
game in three years. This 
year we've won two in a row, 
so it's a nice starting point," 
head coach Bill Recchia said. 

Despite the strong start 
that the team has not had in 
years, there were no surprises 
to Recchia. 

"I had high expectations 
for us as a group because I've 
watched them develop as a 
team over the summer. I've 
seen them start to mature as 
basketball players so our start 
does not surprise me," Rec­
chia said. 

Not only is the start of 
the season going well for the 
team, but one player has al-

" , , . .. -.' . '' 
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ready broken a school record 
that was set in 1984. 

"John Konchar is averag­
ing 31 points a game and 16 
rebounds a game. He just set 

Co-op offers opportunities 
C • land said. Urrent SWtmmer~ new Swimmers have their own 

the school's all-time single 
game scoring record," Rec­
chia said. 

' goals they hope to achieve. 

The all-time single game 
scoring record that was just 
surpassed by Konchar was 
previously set and held by 
Recchia himself when he was 
a student here. 

b fi B • · • "I want to beat the record mem erJ rom atavza )Otn 21:59 and work as hard as I 
can everyday," senior Aiden 
Culloton said. 

"It feels great being able 
to be in the record books for 
high school basketball," Kon­
char said. 

There is still a chance for 
Konchar to break another 
school record that is also still 
held by Recchia. 

"I still have the all-time 
scoring record here that (I 
think) he could break," Rec­
chia said. 

forces, create more chances 
By Alexandra Garibay 
Center Spread Editor 

Having players advance to 
state is one of the goals for 
the boys swim team this year, 
according to coach Nicole 
Cleveland. 

The only major change the 
team has done so far is their 
scheduling, due to the co-op 
with Batavia. · 

A goal approaching soon 
for the team is a meet Sat-

urday at East Leyden High 
School. 

"We have an invite meet 
and there will be seven other 
teams," Cleveland said. "We 
came in third last year and I 
would like for us to come in 
first this year." 

An aspect that has helped 
out the team is having more 
players. 

"We doubled the size in 
team since last year, we now 
have eight swimmers," Cleve-

Besides working hard, be­
ing in a co-op helps provide 
more opportunities for the 
swimmers. 

"It's a great opportunity for 
swimmers from both schools, 
Batavia coUldn't compete be­
fore," Batavia junior Noah 
Randall said. "Also it helps 
the team competition wise." 

Coming from a different 
school helps Batavia. 

"I want to improve every 
possible way, try to make a 
name for Batavia since we're 
a small group," Randall said. 

Konchar is also confident 
that he can break this record r -- -·---------- -- .. 
with hard work. I 

"I really want to break his 
all-time leading scorer re- I 
cord. I have to keep working 
hard during basketball and I 
hope for the best/' Konchar 

said. I 
Even though Konchar is 

setting records that could stay I 
with this school for a long 
time, this has not made Rec- I 
chia forget about his other 
players in the slightest. I 

"I'm trying to develop 
our 11 ball players into a I 
solid basketball team. We're 
about becoming a team and I 
what that means is that ev-
ery single player on the team I 
is stepping up and accepting 
their role and doing the little 
things right," Recchia said. 

Rt 59 ud Arbor 
'Vest Chicago 
630-876-0210 

1010 S .. Barrincton 
Streamv.· ood 
6.30..372-2445 

1276 L ke St 
Anrora 

630-801-2277 

Merrv Christmas! .... 

$5.00 L.arge 
1-Topping Pizza 
$7.99 Large 

3-Topping Pizza 
{No Double Toppings) 

Photo by Kyle Paup 

Senior John Konchar, right, has not only helped with the 
team's high standing in the conference, but has also been 
breaking school records. 

Sho\~r your school ID for a free order ofBreadsticks 
•' 

\Vith the purchase of a Pizza (one per person) 
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New setting, new approach 
Following a change in af­

filiation, the Chicago Wolves 
hockey team has not only 
managed to regroup, but also 
bring together old and new 
talent. 

"We have a new partner 
with St. Louis. We haven't 
won a championship in a 
while, so we're really pre­
pared for that. Every year 
we've been a winning club, 
and we've been over 500 ev­
ery year in our existence," 
general manager Wendell 
Young said. "It's different. 
You're dealing with differ­
ent people, different philoso­
phies, and different parts." 

Part of the transition has 
included working to improve 
and adjust under the new 
conditions. 

"For improvement, our 
special teams and power 
play (need to be worked on). 
Things that we do well in­
clude competing hard every 
game," right winger Mark 
Mancari said. "Whether 
we're winning or losing, we 
always keep working. There 
is no quitting." 

As well as having the play­
ers improving in the game, 
there is also support and skill 
coming from · · head coach 
John Anderson. 

ships and has been a coach 
here for a long time, and has 
played in the NHL," Mancari 
said. "He knows what it takes 
to be a winner and what it 
takes to get to the next level, 
and having a great coach like 
him is something every play­
er wants." 

Despite bringing knowl­
edge and experience to the 
team, Anderson feels that 
there is room for improve­
ment. 

"We didn't really ·have 
many returning players, 
maybe two or three, but basi­
cally, we started off with 29 

·. ~ 

guys who really didn't know 
each other that well. But if 
you watch our games from 
earlier in the year, and then 
you watch it now, it's like day 
and night," Anderson said. 
"We've just gotten so much 
better. I appreciate how hard 
the guys are working and put­
ting themselves in a position 
where we start to move up 
the ranks." 

Overall, the team has been 

8 

putting most of their energy 
on putting all the pieces to­
gether. 

"You go through ups and 
downs, you go through dif­
ferent line combinations, and 
we just figure out what we're 
working with," Mancari said. 
"It's just working through it 
and fmding what works." 

Compiled by Chronicle 
Staff 

"(Anderson) has brought 
a lot of history with him. He 
has won a lot of champion-

Photo by Alexandra Garibay 
Right winger Mark Mancari, along with the rest of the Wolves, work and practice to create a strong team dynamic with new 
players, as well as a new affiliation. 

Overcoming rough patch 
By Sarah Denning 
Contributing Writer 

The boys on the wrestling 
team have not only learned 

from their coaches but have 
also acquired tips from each 
other. 

With around 50 boys rang­
ing from freshmen to seniors, 

the team is well equipped for 
the season. 

Roberto Torres, the new 
head varsity coach, is pleased 
with how the team has come 

Photo by Sarah Denning 
At the home meet against East Aurora on Dec. 6, the boys wrestling team has proven that 
despite several injuries, they are well equipped to compete. 

together. 
As a wrestling unit coach­

es, James Philips, Bill Drag­
onetti, and Torres have varsi­
ty, JV, and freshmen practice 
at the same time so that the 
wrestlers can learn together 
and be a wrestling family. 

Varsity wrestling team 
is doing well despite many 
wrestlers being out due to in­
juries. 

"Some wrestlers should 
be coming back this week or 
next, which will strengthen 
our line-up," Philips said. 

So far the team has been 
making strides, and trying to 
be the best they can be 

"I want them to be bet­
ter people in general and for 
them to learn the value of 
hard work," Philips said. 

This year has been one of 
the first years that the wres­
tling team will have new uni­
forms, head gear, warmers 
and singlets. 

This will enhance the idea 
of all the boys being a family 
and equal to one another. 

"I want them to feel com­
fortable and I want them to 
understand that there is a 
process to becoming a com­
petitive wrestler and we as 
staff are here to support them 
and help them meet their 

· goals," Torres said. 

Final season 
for coach 
By Darcy Akins 
Sports Editor 

With the Board pf Edu­
cation approval of varsity 
football coach Bill Bicker's 
resignation on Nov. 19, team 
members have been sur-

'prised. 
"I'm sure it shocked most 

of the team," senior varsity 
player Beni Rojas said. 

While there are many reac­
tions, Bicker has remained 
neutral. 

"At the moment, I have no 
comment," Bicker said when 
asked to comment on his res­
ignation. 

Even though it is a surprise, 
there is understanding of the 
situation among members of 
the team. 

"He had his reasons," 
senior varsity player Jesus 
Carrasco said. "Family is im­
portant, and in his case, his 
children need a father figure." 

Since 1997 there have been 
ftve head varsity football 
coaches, and Bicker started 
coaching _ the team in the fall 
of 2012. 
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