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Setting goals to win 
By Kyle Paup 
Perspectives Editor 

After already seeing im­
provement from the players, 
boys basketball intends on 
having a season strongly in 
their favor. 

"Our goal is to get to the 
point where instead of simply 
competing in games, we're 
winning the games that we 
are involved in," head coach 
Bill Recchia said. "Last year 
we competed in most of our 
games and that would be my 
step forward for our program 
(that) instead of just compet­
ing, we're winning our games." 

The road to achieving this 
goal is. long, yet straight for­
ward at the same time. 

"(We plan to) continue hard 
work and doing the little things 
that are important to win a 
ball game. Realizing that every 
single possession is important 
(too)," Recchia said. 

Hard work has already start­
ed to pay off for the returning 
players from last year. 

"We will do better than last 
year. I'm really hoping for our 
team to be around .500, that 

would be a big improvement 
from last year," senior John 
Konchar said. 

Practice over the summer 
has helped Konchar improve 
and get ready for the season. 

"I think I have improved 
on several different aspects of 
my game, especially my free 
throw shooting because last 
year I shot terribly and I've 
been working on that over the 
summer," Konchar said. 

When asked if there were 
any challenges so far with the 
team, Recchia replied confi­
dently saying that there were 
none. 

"It's a great group of young 
men and they're eager to work 
hard. I look forward to watch­
ing them improve as the season 
goes," Recchia said. 

The players are also confi­
dent that the season will go 
well for them. 

"I think the team has some 
good talent this year, we have 
depth and a lot of different 
people can score. We have very 
little experience on the varsity 
level but if we all work together 
we could win some games," 
Konchar said. 
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At practice, senior Ethan Doell practices shooting free-throws and 
shooting form. 

New changes ineige with old techniques 
By Guadalupe Blanco 
Editor in Chief 

Sticking to tried and true 
methods as well as bringing in 
some new techniques led the 
girls swim team to personal 
bests and success. 

"At the end of each season, 
we do what is called a taper, 
which is kind of like a pro­
gressive resting for that one 
meet. Our JV team did very 
well, they had 100 percent best 
times, and ended up taking 
sixth place. Our varsity team 
took seventh," varsity Nick 
Parry said. 

Receiving the personal re­
cords at the championship was 
gladly received. 

"I always hope that our team 
does well at any meet, so my 
expectations are always high. 
Our JV girls were tapered for 
the (Upstate Eight Champi­
onship) so I was expecting 
them to (achieve) season best 
times," senior captain Paulina 
Konopka said. "Our JV team 
swam (their) best times, which 
is great, because there were 
many teams who didn't ac­
complish that." 

Adjusting to the new confer­
ence has also been a focus. 

"The new conference is 
definitely a change. We have 
made a statement this year in 
battling back and forth with 
the Bartlett swim team," senior 

Jill Staton said. "We were the 
first group of girls to swim at 
that meet in representation 
of the West Chicago/Batavia 
co-op swim team. This only 
helped motivate our girls to do 
well and earn our place in the 
conference." 

Even with the addition of 
new swimmers, the team still 
works hard to do well. 

"The new conference is dif­
ferent from the old one because 
we swim against a lot of teams 
that place at state. Before every 

meet, we go in with the mind­
set that we will win our heats 
and the meet all together," 
senior Alyssa Ushman said. 

By joining with the Batavia 
swimmers, the team has also 
gained opportunities to be 
more competitive. 

"It helps us be more com­
petitive," Parry said. "For 
example, we added a meet 
this year that we wouldn't have 
been able to go in past years 
because the team was never 
big enough." 
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Girls on the swim team practice their breststrike using kick­
borads during practice. 

By improving and being 
supportive, the team has also 
grown closer. 

"Every practice and every 
time we lift really lead up to 
how well we are going to do. 
Coach Parry is really the mas­
termind behind everything. He 
writes the sets we are going 
to do and tells us how much 
we need to lift, and without 
him we wouldn't have been so 
successful," Stanton said. "On 
the team, the girls are not just 
only your teammates, but truly 
become your family." 

As a family, the swimmers 
want to do the best as a whole, 
according to Konopka. 

"We're working hard to get 
even better and even faster. 
Ultimately, we want to get as 
many girls qualified to state as 
possible," Konopka said. 

Even though the season is 
coming to a close, all the effort 
that has been put in is what will 
show at sectionals. 

"The thing about swimming 
is that there's not much you 
can really change from one 
day to the next that's really 
going to make that much of 
a difference. What these girls 
did at the end of August plays 
a direct role in how they do 
in the middle of November," 
Parry said. "Swimming, you 
have to take a long range plan 
andidea,andeverythingbuilds 
to just this one meet." 
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Changes 

leaves team 

acfjusting 
By Alexandra Garibay 
Center Spread Editor 

With a new coach and goals 
set, the wrestling team is ready 
for the season. 

New head coach Roberto 
Torres might be new to coach­
ing in the school, but he has 
coached wrestling for six years. 

Torres coached at East Auro­
ra High School for three years, 
Metea Valley High School for 
one year, Neuqua Valley High 
School for one year, and at 
Naperville North High School 
for one year. 

"Being a first year head 
coach has is already very 
awarding," Torres said. "It is 
very surprising how wrestlers 
will step up to meet expecta­
tions and accomplish what 
they need to accomplish in and 
outside of the classroom." 

Having a new coach brings 
positivity to the team. 

"I hope we can go downstate 
and I think that's very possible 
this year with our new head 
coach," junior Alex Maltese 
said. 

Goals have been set from the 
team this year. 

"Goals are making sure that 
the whole team works hard this 
year and make sure we can get 
as many team and individual 
wins as we can and hopefully 
send some kids down state," 
Maltese said. 

The coach also has goals for 
the team. 

"I have two major goals for 
the season which would be to 
build unity and pride in our 
'WeGo' wrestling program as a 
whole, and also to instill a pas­
sion and value for the sport of 
wrestling and value the sport 
for what it is," Torres said. 

Wrestlers already have plans 
in order to help them overcome 
any challenges they might face 
during the season. 

"(We will overcome chal­
lenges) with a lot of hard work 
and dedication from all of our 
wrestling kids," Maltese said. 

If a challenge ever surfaced 
the coach would also be ready 
to handle it. 

"When it is time to face my 
first challenge I will resolve 
the challenge by taking a step 
back and looking at the chal­
lenge to resolve the situation 
by keeping in mind the vision 
of the program as a whole in 
the future," Torres said. 
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New players and line-ups benefit Blackhawks 

By Darcy Akins 
Sports Editor 

With hockey season in full 
swing, the Chicago Black­
hawks are doing well due to 
many changes, and some fans 
including me, are happy with 
what we are seeing through the 
season so far. 

As an avid Blackhawks fan, 

I watch season in and season 
out for the upcoming players 
that will be joining the team, 
and it seems that this year's 
team is much younger than 
that of previous years I have 
seen. Many young players have 
been moved up and had more 
playing time. 

This could help the Hawks 
because younger players typi­
cally bring many benefits like 
speed. However, they also 
bring lack of experience in 
playing at the NHL level. 

Forward Brandon Saad for 
example, at age 20, is in his 
prime and quickness is defi­
nitely on his side. He's also has 
had some great assists like the 
one to Patrick Kane against 
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the Minnesota Wild on Oct. 
26. Currently his record is six 
goals and eight assists. 

Relying a lot on the younger 
players seems to be working 
out all right for the team as 
their record is 14-4-4, but it 
wouldn't hurt to give some 
of the veterans more ice time. 
Someone I'd like to see on the 
ice a little bit more is Marian 
Hossa. 

Last year during the NHL 
lockout, Brandon Pirri, Bran­
don Saad, and Ben Smith all 
played together on the team 
that feeds into the Hawks, the 
Rockford Ice Hogs. 

These several younger play­
ers got used to playing together 
which has aided the Hawks 

new line ups. 
That is one change head 

coach Joel Quenneville is em­
bracing a lot this season, the 
change in the lines of players 
that are on the ice together. 

Many of the players who 
are used to playing together 
such as Bryan Bickell and 
Jonathon Toews are now being 
switched around and they are 
hardly ever on the ice at the 
same time. 

Even though some players 
have been moved around in 
lines, it seems to be helping the 
overall play of the team. 

Coming off being the Stan­
ley Cup Champions, a tremen­
dous amount of pressure is 
being put on the Blackhawks 

to perform well this year. Some 
fans expect them to do as well 
as they have been doing in the 
past few seasons. 

Not to mention, because 
of the NHL lockout last year, 
and the amazing 24 game win 
streak, fans and spectators are 
wondering if they can live up 
to that again this year. 

With the changes that they 
are making, I .think they are 
going to do very well this sea­
son. Even though some of the 
changes have been ridiculed 
by fans since the beginning 
of the season, the changes 
are working out good for the 
team.However, even if they 
don't, their true fans will stick 
by their side. 

Perspectives Editor 

"}think the younger pJ.ayM 
ers would be faster and 
bring more to the table 
than the older players.'' 
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"I like the tact that Coach 
Quenneville is switching 
up the players that play 

together. It will. make them 
better." 

Team prepares for competition but we've been getting really 
good thanks to it," sophomore 
Allison Wagner said. 

so providing time for other 
sports or clubs that they're in 
(can be a challenge)," Klein 
said. By Kyle Paup 

Perspectives Editor 

Cheerleading has been 

adapting to a new varsity 
coach and is preparing for their 
first competition. 

"The transition from N to 

Photo by Kyle Paup 
During practice, the varisty cheerleading team practiced their 
mount. The teams competitions start in December. 

varsity has been the biggest 
struggle. There are a lot of 
new responsibilities that I have 
to take on as far as games and 
performances and competi­
tions," head coach Meghan 
Klein said. "Other than that it's 
been very fun (and) very excit­
ing. (It has also been) very time 
consuming, but I'm enjoying it 
and it's a good change for me." 

The number of practices the 
team goes through has also 
increased this year. 

"We're working very hard. 
We've increased our practice 

Despite the benefits of this 
increased schedule, difficulties 
come with it as well. 

"Some things that we are 
struggling with are just work­
ing around everyone's busy 
schedule. I have a lot of girls 
who are in multiple activities, 

Making strides 
with hard work 
By Katelyn Foehner 
Contributing Writer 

schedule (because we are) After overcoming a few 
just very driven. We have a obstacles in the beginning of 
new mind set this year and the season, the poms team is 
we are looking forward to our working hard to compete in 
first competition season and the Upstate Eight. 
simply building from there," "I think our season is go-
Klein said. ing well, we're rising above 

Even though the amount of the obstacles that have been 
practices rising can be difficult thrown our way," junior Lizzy 
for the players, it seems to be Mastroianni said. 
benefiting them with their Although the team has suf-
cheerleading talent. fered a few set backs, they have 

"We've been practicing a worked hard and are preparing 
lot, which isn't always easy, . for their first competition. 

The team has aleady per­
formed their first showcase 
where friends and family could 
see their progress, according 
to Klein. 

Competitions for the cheer 
team start in December. 

"I encourage the school to 
come watch our team kick 
butt this year," junior Nici 
Theodosis said. 

The team has practiced since 
July on their hip-hop routine 
and is hoping for a better out­
come than last year. 

After placing third out of 
eight teanis this past summer at 
camp, the team hopes to score 
higher this time. 

"We're hoping to place, all 
the girls have been working so 
hard," senior Cristin Zaputil. 
"We hope to do better in the 
Upstate Eight than the DVC." 

Last year the team overall 
placed last in the DVC. 

The first competition at 
Palos Hills/Eisenhower is 
Saturday. 
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