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New players and line-ups benefit Blackhawks

By Darcy Akins
Sports Editor

With hockey season in full
swing, the Chicago Black-
hawks are doing well due to
many changes, and some fans
including me, are happy with
what we are seeing through the
season so far.

As an avid Blackhawks fan,

I watch season in and season
out for the upcoming players
that will be joining the team,
and it seems that this year’s
team is much younger than
that of previous years I have
seen. Many young players have
been moved up and had more
playing time.

This could help the Hawks
because younger players typi-
cally bring many benefits like
speed. However, they also
bring lack of experience in
playing at the NHL level.

Forward Brandon Saad for
example, at age 20, is in his
prime and quickness is defi-
nitely on his side. He’s also has
had some great assists like the
one to Patrick Kane against

the Minnesota Wild on Oct.
26. Currently his record is six
goals and eight assists.

Relying a lot on the younger
players seems to be working
out all right for the team as
their record is 14-4-4, but it
wouldn’t hurt to give some
of the veterans more ice time.
Someone I’d like to see on the
ice a little bit more is Marian
Hossa.

Last year during the NHL
lockout, Brandon Pirri, Bran-
don Saad, and Ben Smith all
played together on the team
that feeds into the Hawks, the
Rockford Ice Hogs.

These several younger play-
ers got used to playing together
which has aided the Hawks

new line ups.

That is one change head
coach Joel Quenneville is em-
bracing a lot this season, the
change in the lines of players
that are on the ice together.

Many of the players whe
are used to playing together
such as Bryan Bickell and
Jonathon Toews are now being
switched around and they are
hardly ever on the ice at the
same time.

Even though some players
have been moved around in
lines, it seems to be helping the
overall play of the team.

Coming off being the Stan-
ley Cup Champions, a tremen-
dous amount of pressure is
being put on the Blackhawks

to perform well this year. Some
fans expect them to do as well
as they have been doing in the
past few seasons.

Not to mention, because
of the NHL lockout last year,
and the amazing 24 game win
streak, fans and spectators are
wondering if they can live up
to that again this year.

With the changes that they
are making, I think they are
going to do very well this sea-
son. Even though some of the
changes have been ridiculed
by fans since the beginning
of the season, the changes
are working out good for the
team.However, even if they
don'’t, their true fans will stick
by their side.

Team prepares for competition

By Kyle Paup
Perspectives Editor

Cheerleading has been

adapting to a new varsity
coach and is preparing for their
first competition.

“The transition from JV to
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During practice, the varisty cheerleading team practiced their
mount. The teams competitions start in December.

varsity has been the biggest
struggle. There are a lot of
new responsibilities that I have
to take on as far as games and
performances and competi-
tions,” head coach Meghan
Klein said. “Other than that it’s
been very fun (and) very excit-
ing. (It has also been) very time
consuming, but I'm enjoying it
and it’s a good change for me.”

The number of practices the
team goes through has also
increased this year.

“We’re working very hard.
We’ve increased our practice
schedule (because we are)
just very driven. We have a
new mind set this year and
we are looking forward to our
first competition season and
simply building from there,”
Klein said.

Even though the amount of
practices rising can be difficult
for the players, it seems to be
benefiting them with their
cheerleading talent.

“We’ve been practicing a

lot, which isn’t always easy, |

but we've been getting really
good thanks to it,” sophomore
Allison Wagner said.

Despite the benefits of this
increased schedule, difficulties
come with it as well.

“Some things that we are
struggling with are just work-
ing around everyone’s busy
schedule. I have a lot of girls
who are in multiple activities,

so providing time for other
sports or clubs that they’re in
(can be a challenge),” Klein
said.

The team has aleady per-
formed their first showcase
where friends and family could
see their progress, according
to Klein.

Competitions for the cheer
team start in December.

Making strides
with hard work

By Katelyn Foehner
Contributing Writer

After overcoming a few
obstacles in the beginning of
the season, the poms team is
working hard to compete in
the Upstate Eight.

“I think our season is go-
ing well, we’re rising above
the obstacles that have been
thrown our way,” junior Lizzy
Mastroianni said.

Although the team has suf-
fered a few set backs, they have
worked hard and are preparing
for their first competition.

“I encourage the school to
come watch our team kick
butt this year,” junior Nici
Theodosis said.

The team has practiced since
July on their hip-hop routine
and is hoping for a better out-
come than last year.

After placing third out of
eight teams this past summer at
camp, the team hopes to score
higher this time.

“We’re hoping to place, all
the girls have been working so
hard,” senior Cristin Zaputil.
“We hope to do better in the
Upstate Eight than the DVC.”

Last year the team overall
placed last in the DVC.

The first competition at
Palos Hills/Eisenhower is
Saturday.
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