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more Dean LaMantia attempts to score.

Regional playoff challenges

Positive outlook after one
win and two shootout losses

By Keyuri Parmar
Co-Editor in Chief

Although the Wildhawks
are 1-2 in the playoffs, the
two losses came from two
shootouts giving the boys a

~good outlook on the rest of

the season.

“We have lost in two shoot-
outs which aren’t terrible be-
cause we still get a point out
of the shootout losses,” se-
nior Ryan Cooper said.

Going into playoffs, the
boys were somewhat upset
due to their seed.

“Everyone is a little frus-
trated because we received
the number six seed when we
feel like we deserved better
and we are going to play like

‘we are a higher seed,” senior

Kyle Nielson said.

The Wildhawks are in a
tough league making their
goal of state more difficult.

“Our league playoff will be
extremely tough with some
top-end teams in Sandburg,
Naperville North, and Na-
perville Central. Any of the
top eight teams in combined
state could feasibly win the
state tournament,” coach
Dave Dyson said. :

Because of playoffs, the
boys have been focusing on
specific techniques.

“We have really been work-
ing on getting pucks to the net

and capitalizing on our scor--

ing chances,” Cooper said.

Cardio work is not the
team'’s top priority since they
have games so often at this
time of year.

“At this time of year, we
focus on fine-tunhing and ex-
ecution. We focus a lot more
on puck movement, special
teams, and defensive execu-
tion,” Dyson said.

Dyson is hoping some boys
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During the third period at the Wildhawks senior night game against Hinsdale South, sopho-

who don’t usually score will
begin to do so. :

“Our biggest hole right
now is goal scoring. We are
looking for a few players to
step up late in the year and
start putting pucks in the
net,” Dyson said.

Teamwork has been seen

more on the ice since playoffs

began.

“We have come together
as a team and started to re-
ally play together, we need to
work on playing the hardest
we can because our team has
so much potential,” senior
Doug Browning said.

The Buffalo  Grove/
Hersey/ Wheeling High
School’s (B/G/HW) team,

the Stampede, is to be a top-

competitor.
“For state playoffs, we are

not going to overlook any °

team because we are the un-
derdogs this year but B/G/
HW is the team we will have
to eventually beat to go play
at the United Center,” Niel-
son said. :

Heading

to state

after sectional win

Three in a
row victory
leads to state

By Ericka Hauptman
Reporter

As the season starts to
wind down for wrestling, se-
nior John Carlos is heading
to state Thursday chasing a
state title for the Wildcats.
At sectionals Feb. 8, Carlos

“lost his first match but won

the next three in a row to beat
out his opponent whom he
had lost to in the first match.
He went on to win third
place and qualified for a state
title. ;
The boys finished as a
team with a fourth place fin-
ish in DVC which is better
than years past, according to

coach Jamie Philips.

On Feb. 2 the boys wres-
tling team headed to Glen-
bard North for the regional
wrestling meet with hopes of
sending many to sectionals.

“We had hopes of sending
all six kids through (to state)
but we fell a little short,” said
Philips.

Although they may have
fallen short of sending boys
to sectionals, Carlos brought
home an individual regional
title. :

Along with Carlos, junior
Tyler Svestka and sophomore
Tommy Svestka also placed
second at the regional meet.

As the boys prepared for
sectionals, they scouted other

- opponents they meet on the

mat along with praparing for
the meet in two ways.

“Preparing mentally and
physically was a main focus
for the boys (during practic-
es),” Phillips said.
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Junior Tyler Svetska cross-faced a Naperville Central com-

petitor on Feb. 2.
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Sharing the spothght

Finding balance on team

By Giuliana LaMantia
Center Spread Editor

Playing varsity volleyball
together, senior Kayla, ju-
nior Mary-Kate, and fresh-
man Ronni

leyball so I followed in their
footsteps,” Mary-Kate said.
The girls enjoyed playing
on the same team together.
“It was an awesome expe-
rience getting to play with

my sister Kayla, and my first
season playing with Ronni.
It was weird to get used to
because I never experienced

that before but I ended up lik- |

ing it,” Mary-Kate said.

Katarzynski
find a bal-
ance be-
tween typi-
cal sisters
and compet-
itive team-
mates.

The girls
started vol-
leyball at a
young age.

“I started
volleyball
when I was
12, Kayla
said. “I was
a very ath-

(lildcats
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i’ Bk s Mary-Kate, left, Ronni, and Kayla Katarazynski

loved sports
and my parents liked when
we got involved.”

Her younger siblings soon
joined her, starting with
Mary-Kate who began at age
11

“I got involved because my
two older sisters played vol-

them because I never have
before,” Kayla said.

Although it was a fun expe-
rience for the sisters, it took
some adjusting to be team-
mates.

“This was my secend year
playing on the same team as

Being sisters,
there were still
some negatives
when playing
on the same
team.

“We would
bump  heads
and since we
are sisters we
tend to argue
more,” Ronni
said, who be-
gan volleyball
at age 10.

Despite their
competitive-
ness, the sis-
ters are able

to separate be-
ing teammates
and family.
“We are three very competi-
tive girls and don’t like losing
so on the court we put our

family aside and just play as

teammates, where at home
we're your typical siblings, ”
Mary-Kate said.

Brother telepathy

By Liz Ramos
Co-Editor in Chief

From football to lacrosse
junior brothers Jordan and
Colin Lelito’s twin telepathy
help to make them closer on
and off the field.

“We tried out for football
when we were really young
and have just stuck with it
through the years, whereas
lacrosse was the replacement
for baseball which we quit

. Colin, left, and Jordan Lelito

in fifth grade. It was a great
decision that I don’t regret at
all, I love lacrosse,” Jordan
said. .

On the football team Colin
plays free safety on defense
and wide receiver on offense,
as well as on many special
teams while Jordan is the
quarterback.

Because they’re- on the
same team, there is sibling
competition.
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“No matter what it is we
are always competing against
each other. We always find a
way to compete against one
another,” Colin said.

When it comes to who's
the better player in football
there’s slight disagreement.

“Jordan (is the better play-
er) because he is much bigger
than me even if we play far
different positions,” Colin

-said.

“See, I’d have to say Colin,
he almost never comes off
the field,” Jordan replied.

On the other hand, with

lacrosse the brothers are in |

agreement of who’s the bet- |

ter player.

“Definitely me, whenever
we go one-on-one I beat Jor-
dan,” Colin said.

Jordan joked, “That’s what

he thinks. He’s usually on |

the ground with hurt ankles

as I go score the goal, but to
be honest he is better than I |

”

am.

middie while Jordan plays |

face-off midfield and middie.

Ryan, left, and Austin Cooper
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Reunzted once again

By Keyuri Parmar
Co-Editor in Chief

From the first time they:

stepped on the ice- together,
13 years ago, brothers senior
Ryan and sophomore Austin
Cooper are reunited for the
last time on the Wildhawks.

“My family is a hockey
family since my uncle was a
captain of the University of
Illinois hockey team and my
dad was an assistant coach
of the DuPage Devils team,”
Ryan said. “My dad signed
us both up to play.”

This was not the first sea-
son that the Coopers played
together on the same team.

“Before high school we
played with each other ev-
ery other year until five years
ago,” Ryan said.

Austin enjoys playing on
the same team as his brother
again.

“It’s pretty cool to get to

- ‘play on the same ice as him
| again after such a long time,”
- Austin said.

Before the brothers were

| at an equal skill level, Ryan

played on a more advanced
team.

“We weren't on the same
teams because I played on a
travel team for a while,” Ryan

| said.
For the lacrosse team Colin |
plays defense and long stick |

Playing on the same team |

has made their relationship |

stronger.

“It’s added a way for us to
show each other how much
we depend on each other,”
Jordan said.

Both brothers claim no
competition has existed be-
tween them besides when
they first started playing.

“I guess I was better when
we first started playing and

. my brother was just learning

how to skate and pushing the
cone around the ice,” Ryan
said.

The extent of the brothers’

competition goes to messing
around with each other at
practice.

“There’s no competition
between us because we play
different positions,” Ryan
said. “I never tell him he’s bad
at practice. Sometimes I joke
around with him though.”

Hockey holds a strong con-
nection for the Cooper’s rela-
tionship.

“He’s the kid I can always
talk to about hockey. My
mom still just doesn’t under-
stand and my dad gets annoy-
ing,” Ryan said.

The brothers both learn
from each other.

“We talk a lot before and
after games and talk about
how we did,” Austin said.

Since the brothers have to
find their own way to prac-
tices and games they spend
that time bonding with one
another.

“(Being on the team to-
gether) has definitely helped
our relationship. We don’t re-
alize how the long road trips
to practices and games actu-
ally bring us together,” Ryan
said.

This season holds a lot of
meaning to Ryan and Austin
since it is their last year play-
ing together.

“It's nice to get to play with
him during my last year of
high school because there’s a
slim to none chance that we
will ever play together on the
same team again,” Ryan said.

Austin is grateful for this
last experience with his
brother.

“It’s going to be a sad last
game because we won't play
together again,” Austin said.
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