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Working
hard to
improve

By Darcy Akins
Perspectives Editor

Although  cheerleading
placed sixth in DVC, the
team is working hard to place
well in their next competition
on Saturday.

“At DVC we beat our rival
team Glenbard North, so that
was amazing even though we
didn’t place in the top third,
we were still excited to beat
them,” junior Olivia Wilson
said. :

With many competitions
and events still to come, the

Photo by Liz Ramos
Cheerleaders perform at the basketball game on Dec. 14
during halftime which helps them prepare for competition.

cheerleading team is practic-
ing even harder to meet their
goal of placing in the top five
teams.

“We have been practicing a
lot and we’ve improved a lot,
our goal is usually to place in
the top five,” coach Allyson
Passarelli said.

Not only have the girls
been practicing hard to re-
cover from placing 11th at
a previous competition, but
they have also changed their
first routine to help increase
their chances of winning,

“We always work hard, but
during competition season
especially because we only
have about a week in between
every competition, and a lot
to change and work on,” Wil-
son said.

In their upcoming compe-
titions the team is hoping to
place in the top five, and land
all of their stunts and tum-
bling to do the best that they
can.

Pushin

By Guadalupe Blanco
Lifestyles Editor

Despite getting off to a
slow start in the season, the
boys wrestling team is not
only pushing ahead, but lead-
ing with its key wrestlers.

“We've gotten off to a
slower start than expected.
Our current record is 5-4 and
a large part of that is due to
the fact that many of our
starters have been injured,”
coach Humberto Ayala said.

In the first few matches,
the team has not been able to
perform at its best, but is still
working hard to improve.

“We are going to continue
to focus on our technique
and conditioning. Some of
our younger wrestlers will
have to continue to step up,”
Ayala said.

gahead

While the team has faced
obstacles as many of the
wrestlers are injured, Ayala
has seen individual improve-
ments in players such as se-
nior John Carlos, junior Ty-
ler Svetska, and sophomore
Tommy Svetska.

“Tyler Svestka is currently

the only wrestler on the team

with an undefeated record of
11-0, and Tommy and John
are two of the hardest work-
ers in our room,” Ayala said.
“Their hard work has defi-
nitely been displayed during
their matches.”

While Ayala says he has
seen improvement in the
boys, Svetska feels that there
is still much space for im-
provement.

“We haven’t had a full line
up all season because of in-
eligibility and injuries, so we

won’t be our 100 percent un-
til January,” Svetska said.

As far as the rest of the
team for the season, they are
not focusing on the losses,
but on how they can use it as
motivation to improve.

“We need to be showing up
to practice, and actually prac-
ticing,” Svetska said. “(Then)
we can make it down state
and actually place this year in
the top five.”

Working harder at prac-
tice and remaining healthy to
stay competitive in upcoming
meets are what Ayala feels
the team needs to be focusing
on for now.

“We (started) with 80 wres-
tlers, and now we’re down
to 34. Hopefully, we can get
more wrestlers, have harder
practices, and make it to
state,” Carlos said.

Overall, the team is look-
ing to future matches as op-
portunities to win, rather
than dwelling on the past.

Fighting inexperience

By Keyuri Parmar
Co-Editor in Chief

Injuries and inexperience
are battles the girls basket-
ball team are fighting to gain
more wins.

Currently the girls are 1-7.

“So far, the season is going
okay. We haven't been pulling
a lot of wins, but we’re defi-
nitely building and improv-
ing as a team,” junior Natalie
Warkins said.

As of now the team’s de-
fense needs improvement.

“As a team, our goal is to
really focus on defense, espe-
cially because we're so small.
We all need to develop our
knowledge of the game and
smart decisions as well,”
Warkins said.

Only two of the varsity
girls have had previous ex-
perience playing varsity and
are currently played often in
games.

“Regarding  experience,
we only have one returning
starter this year, and only one
other girl getting real varsity
time, so we definitely lack
some varsity experience,”
Warkins said.

The team has been working
on breaking down fundamen-
tals, adding new skills, pre-
paring for teams by scouting
the opponents and watching
film.

Two varsity players were
not playing due to injuries.

“We have two main inju-

ries, senior Ashley Nevitt .

tore her ACL during our
summer season and we still
don’'t know when she’ll be
back. Junior Shelly Molskow
broke her leg early in the fall,
but was actually just cleared

(Dec. 4), so we’re excited to
have her back,” Warkins said.
“Other than those two, we
have a couple ankle sprains
here and there, but nothing
serious.” :

Minor injuries have kept
some girls out of practice
and playing for a couple days
as well.

Junior Kelsey Windish had
a hand injury and sophomore
Jenna Forman twisted her
ankle but were only out for a
couple of days, according to

Wallner.

Gimre believes injuries
don’t hurt their capability of
winning.

“I think that sometimes
it hurts us because the girls
can’t play as much with their
injuries so sometimes we
can’t have them in games
as much but I don’t think it
necessarily hurts our level of
play,” Gimre said.

Injuries are a motivation
for younger players to at-
tempt to fill others’ shoes.

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia
Senior Bri Hofman, left, tries to guard junior Ashley Stefan
during practice on Tuesday.
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Wolt Pack on the Prowl

Leadership and tight bonds bring success

Compiled by Chronicle
Reporters

The Chicago Wolves are
fighting for their third place
seat in their division with
new leaders and a tight-knit
team.

After playing hockey for a
year with the Wolves and 16
years professionally, Nolan
Baumgartner was asked to
join the coaching staff this
past summer.

“The number one reason
why I took the (coaching)
job was that over the summer
the job got offered to me for
three years and I had already
played for 16 years. I still
wanted to play, but it was an
opportunity I couldn’t really
pass up so I decided to retire
and take the job,” Baumgart-
ner said.

Coaching is a new experi-
ence Baumgartner is trying to
get used to.

“I played with some of
these guys last year and
played against (some of) the
other guys,” Baumgartner
said. “To come in and be a
coach all of a sudden, it’s just
a different side of it. I'm still
their friend, but it’s on a dif-
ferent level now.”

The players responded well
to Baumgartner’s new posi-
tion.

“On the other side, the
guys have been great about it.
I think I was worried about
it coming in, but the guys
responded well to me being
on the other side of things,
not playing but coaching,”
Baumgartner said.

Baumgartner helps players
improve so they can get fur-
ther in their career.

“I just try to pass the

knowledge on that I got from
other guys and coaches in my
career. I've learned a lot of
things along the line. More
so for the younger guys that
come up, I just pass some of
the things on that I learned,”
Baumgartner said. “Hope-
fully they listen a little bit,
take it into account and use
it towards their game to bet-
ter themselves and try to get
themselves into the NHL.”

Watching the game from
the bench allows Baumgart-
ner to consider what the
guys on the ice are thinking
about.

“The games are fast
when you're on the ice,
but when you start
watching for specif-
ic things you miss
a lot too because
you're always fo-
cused on one thing.
You have to learn
on how to watch
more than one
thing at once,”
Baumgartner
said.

Along with
having a new
coach,
right

winger Dar-
ren Haydar was voted captain
by the team.

“It’s a great honor for all
the players who have come
through the Chicago Wolves
organization captain seat.
There are a lot of great play-
ers and it’s a great honor to
hold,” Haydar said.

As captain, Haydar has
some obligations to uphold.

“I)  just
make
suTe
every-
one is
on the
same

page

and

fol-

lowing

. team  rules

and  guidelines

and make sure every-

one is prepared for the next
game,” Haydar said.

Haydar has three alternate
captains to help him.

“(My alternate captains)
are great. Andrew Ebbett,
Andrew Gordon, and Guil-
laume Desbiens, they're all
definitely qualified, have
been in the league, and know
what it’s about,” Haydar said.

The feelings that run
through the players on the
ice are unique because of the
bonds they share.

“There are not too many
feelings like getting out on the

ice in the middle of the game
with all the guys and winning
the game, you can’t get that
anywhere else,” Ebbett said.

Although this is true, cer-
tain aspects of the team need
more improvement than

others.
1 would
change out
special
teams
if we
could
keep
scores
on our
power
plays,” right
winger Zack

Kissian said.

Penalty shots
are Kissian’s spe-

cialty.
“It’s not pressure taking
so many (penalty shots), it’s
putting in a lot of dedication
and I know I've gotten lucky
a couple times,” Kissian said.

Although, Kissian is one
of the best penalty shooters
on the team, he also takes his
fair share of penalties him-
self.

“Yeah, penalties have defi-
nitely affected the team. I'm
going to try to stay out of the
box in the next game,” Kis-
sian said.

To make up for the extra
penalties, the team has mul-
tiple positive factors as well.

“We have depth, a lot
of players who are accom-
plished at this level and we
have good goal tending,”
Haydar said.

The team’s close bonds and
talent will lead them to the
goal: playoffs.

“We’re very lucky to have
a lot of guys who enjoy each

other’s company. Teammates
become like family all the
guys have to sacrifice for each
other if they want to make it
far and into the play offs,”
right winger Gordon said.

Younger players get sup-
port and guidance from older
8uys.

“It is fun. Obviously, I'm
just starting my pro-career
learning a lot. They’re a lot
of older guys on the team
which help me out one on
one,” Kissian said.

Cooperation between the
players is the key to success
or any improvement in left
winger Brett Sterling’s eyes.

“Hockey is a team sport.
You can't do it without your
teammates. I don’t care how
good one guy is. If your
teammates are not good
you’re not going to do any-
thing,” Sterling said.

Close bonds form when so
many hours a day are spent
with the team.

“I'm at the rink from 9:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. every day, six
days a week. If we have road
trips we're on the bus for two
to three hours. I probably
spend as much time with
them as much as anybedy
else excluding, my wife and
dog. That’s abeut the only
people I spend more time
with,” Sterling said.

Being on the team is a
priceless feeling.

“I'm so glad to be back in
Chicago. I love the organiza-
tion and the way they treat
you here. (Nowhere else)
treats you like this,” Sterling
said.

Contributing Chronicle
reporters: Keyuri Parmar, Liz
Ramos, Giuliana LaMantia,
and Sam Schweihs

Inspiration from the Wolves

Brett Sterling

Andrew Gordon

It’s one of those stress relievers

walking into the locker room and

seeing all those smiling faces.”

Andrew Ebbet

“There are not too many better
feelings than being out on' the ice
during an intense game. You just
don’t feel it anywhere else. I think
when you’re out on the ice in the

middle of a game you're with your
28 teammates battling to get that
win at the end of the night. You
don’t really get thatanywhere else.”

“It's a sacrifice. I've been playing
since I was 4 years old and I'm 28
now. It’s been a lot of years play-

ing hockey, no weekends, holidays

cut short. It’s tough but it’s worth
it in the end. It’s only for a short
period of time in the grand scheme
of things. I get to play a game for a
living. It’s not a bad life right now.”

Assistant coach
Nolan Baumgartner

“It is a great honor to have the guys
look up to you in that way and re-
spect you and respect what you've
done over 16 years. It was a great
feeling and it was nice to do that.”
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