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Flips, jumps, grinds: skateboarding

Concentration before trick

By Keyuri Parmar

Co-Editor in Chief

Much concentration is seen
in senior Adam Rawski’s eyes
before taking off to attempt a

skateboarding trick.

After grinding the railing
and landing perfectly he was
ready to do another trick.

“I started skateboarding
freshman year. My friends
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While in mid-air, senior Adam Rawski sucessfully completes

akickflip in the air.

all skated so I knew how to
and I just picked it up again,”
Rawski said.

Learning to skate-
board is not easy
“It was a challenge to learn,
but I basically went out and
skated every day and I just
progressed,” Rawski said.
Now Rawski can do kick
flips, heel flips, big spins, and
grind rails but has other tricks
in mind to learn.

“I'would really like to learn
how to skate handrails but
they are scary,” Rawski said.

Patience is key to be-
ing able to do new tricks.
“I really love seeing the pro-
gression in it. One day you
think that you will never be
able to do a trick, but if you
put your mind to it and if you
have the confidence you can
at least try it and work at it to
become better,” Rawski said.

Boarding is an activity to
do while hanging out with
friends instead of sitting
around at someone’s house.

“It’s also a lot of fun to
have something to do with
your friends,” Rawski said.

Doing tricks and skating
at a park are more thrilling
than riding down the street.
“Ramps, banks, and stairs
are fun to skate. It switches
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Senior Adam Rawski grinds the railing and concentrates on

his landing.

things up from just the nor-
mal riding around and makes
skating interesting,” Rawski
said.

Danger doesn’t hold most
skateboarders back.

“You always run the risk
of getting hurt, but for me
it’s not a big deal. I just push
through it and just have fun,”
Rawski said. “I've gotten a
lot of bruises, sprains, and
scrapes and they’re mostly

from jumping down stairs.”

Change is nice every once
in a while.
“T mostly stay at Reed
Keppler but sometimes I go
to Aurora Skate Plaza or

Schaumburg Skate Park be-
cause they have more street
obstacles and it’s a different
atmosphere,” Rawski said.

Skateboarding is a sport
and hobby depending on
how it is perceived.

“I consider (skateboarding)
a hobby and a sport because
you're having fun, but you're
doing something that can be
competitive,” Rawski said.

At times Rawski and his
friends make up mini com-
petititions.

“Sometimes it gets compet-
itive when we try to see who. .~
can land a trick first,” Rawski
said. :

Childhood hobby develops

into skateboarding passion

By Giuliana LaMantia

* Center Spread Editor

From competitions, to lei-
sure, to designing the local
skate park, senior Tommy
Knight has sailed on his
skateboard from a young age.

Knight began skateboard-
ing in fourth grade.

“I was given a free skate-
board from my older brother,
and ever since then I took
off,” Knight said.

When Knight first began

skateboarding, he joined in
making videos with his broth-
er and his brother’s friends.
. “I was trying to ride with
the older guys, but it didn’t
happen because I wasn't that
good,” Knight said. “A year
later I was better than all of
them, because hard work and
dedication got me there.”

While Knight mainly
skateboards for fun, he has
also participated in competi-
tions, including a best trick
competition in Elgin.

“When I entered into the

competition, I was in be-
ginners in the fourth heat,”
Knight said. “After the judge
saw three tricks he bumped
me into intermediate. I ended
up one trick away from being
in the finals.” ;

According to Knight, some
competitions are about the
tricks, while others judge
based on landing and flow.

Knight also competed
at Antioch Skate Park, but
mostly skates at the West
Chicago Skate Park at Reed
Keppler, which he also took
part in creating.

“I helped design the West
Chicago Skate Park,” Knight
said. “We got a bunch of lo-
cal skaters and went to City
Hall where we signed a lot of
papers. After that we pretty
much sat in a room and de-
signed it, and two years later
it was built.”

After skating for so long,
Knight does not have any fa-
vorite trick in particular, but
enjoys all of them.

“I can literally do anything

I want with a skateboard,”
Knight said. “I'd say catching
air is the most fun.”

‘What Knight likes the most
about skateboarding is the in-
dividuality.

“It’s a really individual
sport and something you
can do when you're bored,”
Knight said. “The world is
your playground if you're a
skateboarder.” ;

Skateboarding has also
offered opportunities. Two
summers ago, a skateboard
company offered Knight a
spot with the company. _

“Initial Apparel asked
me to ride with them, and I
completely blew them off,”
Knight said. “It was the big-
gest mistake of my life. I'm
not sure why I did it, I meant
to get in contact with them,
but I never did.”

Due to work, Knight needs
to find spare time to skate-
board.

“Because I work so much
now, I can only skate when I
have the time,” Knight said.
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