




























Wildcat Chronicle 

Learning basic 
skills to improve 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Learning the basics is all it 
took to reach improvement 
throughout the season for 
girls tennis. 

Girls tennis ended their 
season with sectionals on 
Oct. B. 

Going into sectionals was a 
nerve-racking experience for 
some. 

"Sectionals were just as 
tough as DVC, but more so 
because of the fact that we 
were really nervous. I remem­
ber barely being able to hold 
my racket frrmly because of 
how shaky my hands were," 
senior Daniela Garcia said. 

The team improved over 
previous years, finishing sev­
enth out of nine places. 

Junior Angie Grimaldo 
won her first match but lost 
her second just like doubles 

partners senior Abby Ripoli 
and Daniela Garcia. Sopho­
more Elena Garcia and dou­
bles team junior Shannon 
McCarthy and senior Stepha­
nie Martinez lost in the first 
round. 

"We did not go to state but 
we were closer than we were 
last year," Daniela Garcia 
said. 

In comparison to other 
teams, the girls had a low ex­
perience level. 

"DVC was a challenge. 
We are in a tough confer­
ence and some of the players 
we played against have been 
playing since they were very 
young, but despite the fact 
that we don't have the same 
experience as the other play­
ers, we played the best we 
could," Daniela Garcia said. 

The DVC fmal record was 
6-13. 

Limited experienced play-
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ers were on the team this 
year. 

"We had a very young 
team. I think we worked 
them hard. There were only 
a few players who had had 
three or four years to get to 
this level," head coach Sione 
Moeaki said. 

A new approach had to be 
taken for the team to develop 
necessary knowledge of the 
sport. 

"Since the team was so 
new, we focused more on 
techniques and mechanics 
75 percent of the time. This 
included the basics and fun­
damentals like ground stroke 
and footwork," Moeaki said. 

Improvement was seen 
from the beginning to the end 
of the season. 

"I think we learned how to 
play smarter. Towards the end 
of the season, we were able to 
anticipate drop shots or lobs 
and direction so we were then 
able to get to the ball quicker 
and place it," Daniela Garcia 
said. "We also became more 
consistent which allowed us 
to hold long rallies with even 
the toughest players." 
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Injury overcome in time Photo by Liz Ramos 
Junior Gena Rodriguez is moving onto sectionals Saturday 
after qualifying at regionals. 

By Giuliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

After winning their first re­
gional game Tuesday against 
Addison Trail, girls volleyball 
is confident and ready to take 
on Glenbard West Thursday. 

Beating Addison Trail was 
a big deal for the girls as they 
had lost to them in the Wil­
lowbrook Tournament. 

"I feel like we have a whole 
new team, and we have a 

chance to go all the way," se­
nior captain Andrea Skipor 
said. 

A struggle the girls faced 
during the season was losing 
their top setter. 

"It's been up and down," 
coach Kristi Hasty said. "We 
started fairly strong, but we 
lost our setter Gunior Mary­
Kate Katarzynski) due to an 
injury. We kind of struggled, 
but she's back now." 

Learning to adjust after 

Photo by Giuliana LaMantia 
As the ball falls, junior Devan Orr jumps to hit it with force. 

Katarzynski's concussion 
was a challenge for the girls. 

"It definitely made us re­
think our roles," senior Nora 
Palermo said. "Everyone had 
to step up and put more pres­
sure on themselves to take 
pressure off of our new set­
ters." 

The girls also feel that de­

Running into success 
Team qualifies 
for sectionals 
after a decade 

Not only did the team 
move up in place in the DVC, 
but they also became faster. 

spite the struggles, the injury By Darcy Akins 
helped them to grow as a Perspectives Editor 

"We became the fastest 
team in the school's history, 
and everybody on varsity's 
3-mile run is under 20 min­
utes," junior Catherine Serio 
said. 

team. 
"We lost someone with 

good experience, but every­
one has grown so much, and 
it's good to know people can 
step up," junior Devan Orr 
said. 

The team realizes it will be 
a challenge to win regionals­
but are remaining positive, 
especially after the win. 

"We're going in with an 
attitude of not looking back 
and coming out as a whole 
new team/' senior captain 
Kayla Katarzynski said. 

Hasty feels some of the 
girls have stepped up this sea­
son in times of need. 

"I think Gunior Karissa 
Chernick) has stepped up 
and helped with setting when 
needed," Hasty said. "Also, 
(Palermo) has stepped up to 
be a leader on the outside." 

Staying positive is some­
thing the team is working on 
in practice. 

"We are stepping up in 
practice and not letting each 
other be lazy at all and step­
ping up our mental game," 
Palermo said. 

The second regional game 
is at Glenbard West at 6 p.m. 

For Gimre, determina-
For the first time in about tion not only came from her 

10 years, the girls cross coun- coach, but also because she 
try team has qualified from wanted to achieve All-Con­
regionals to move on to Sat- ference status. 
urday's sectionals. · "I was very determined be-

Competing are the top cause the top 15 runners get 
seven runners: senior Julia All-Conference, so that was 
Caitharner, juniors Lindsey one of my goals to get which 
Sayner, Diana Beltran, Gena pushed me forward," Gimre 
Rodriquez, and sophomores said. 
Ana Flores, Mae Elizabeth Maxson believes the team 
Gimre, and Michelle Franch. has done a lot better this 

In previous years, coach season based on his new ap­
Bob Maxson set the goal of proach to coaching. 
having someone qualify for "We focused on the team 
sectionals, but his focus has improving instead of individ­
changed and he wanted to uals," Maxson said. 
see the team do as well as Sayner's individual season 
they could. accomplishments consisted 

"I just wanted to see the of tying the school record 
team give a good team ef- and breaking it twice. 
fort at regionals, and let's "She ran the fastest she's 
see what happens after that. run in her life; she ran (3 mile 
We're in the toughest region- run) at 17:43. The school 
al in the state," Maxson said. record was 18: 11 which she 

As a part of the season tied in Peoria, and then she 
coming to an end, the girls broke it in Aurora at 17:59, 
reflected on what they've ac- and then the other day she 
complished as a team. ran it at 17:43," Maxson said. 

"We were usually seventh Sayner also achieved All-
or eighth but, this season Conference status. She is 
we're in fourth or fifth," se- only the second girl from the 
nior captain Julia Caithimer school to achieve this in the 
said. past 10 years. 
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Flips, jumps, grinds: skateboarding 
Concentration before trick 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Much concentration is seen 
in senior Adam Rawski's eyes 
before taking off to attempt a 

skateboarding trick. 
After grinding the railing 

and landing perfectly he was 
ready to do another trick. 

"I started skateboarding 
freshman year. My friends 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
While in mid-air, senior Adam Rawski sucessfully completes 
a kickflip in the air. 

Dddlip:.~en a skatebQard flips ~board over while 
itt the air. 

Indy: When the skateboarder grabs the bottom of their 
skateboat:d while in the air. 

Poweislicle: When the. skateboarder spins the board to 
the side and skids to a stop. 

Bert Slide: The skater crouches down, plants one hand 
on the ground, and lets feet and board slide out 180 
degrees. 

I.acktutn: When the skater balances on the back wheels 
fot a moment, before swinging the front of the board to 

a new direction. 

*Infonnation from www.about.com 

all skated so I knew how to 
and I just picked it up again," 
Rawski said. 

Learning to skate-
board is not easy. 
"It was a challenge to learn, 
but I basically went out and 
skated every day and I just 
progressed," Rawski said. 
Now Rawski can do kick 
flips, heel flips, big spins, and 
grind rails but has other tricks 
in mind to learn. 

"I would really like to learn 
how to skate handrails but 
they are scary," Rawski said. 

Patience is key to be­
ing able to do new tricks. 
"I really love seeing the pro­
gression in it. One day you 
think that you will never be 
able to do a trick, but if you 
put your mind to it and if you 
have the confidence you can 
at least try it and work at it to 
become better," Rawski said. 

Boarding is an activity to 
do while hanging out with 
friends instead of sitting 
around at someone's house. 

"It's also a lot of fun to 
have something to do with 
your friends," Rawski said. 

Doing tricks and skating 
at a park are more thrilling 
than riding down the street. 
"Ramps, banks, and stairs 
are fun to skate. It switches 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
Senior Adam Rawski grinds the railing and concentrates on 
his landing. 

things up from just the nor­
mal riding around and makes 
skating interesting," Rawski 
said. 

Danger doesn't hold most 
skateboarders back. 

"You always run the risk 
of getting hurt, but for me 
it's not a big deal. I just push 
through it and just have fun," 
Rawski said. "I've gotten a 
lot of bruises, sprains, and 
scrapes and they're mostly 
from jumping down stairs." 

Change is nice every once 
in a while. 

"I mostly stay at Reed 
Keppler but sometimes I go 
to Aurora Skate Plaza or 

Schaumburg Skate Park be­
cause they have more street 
obstacles and it's a different 
atmosphere," Rawski said. 

Skateboarding is a sport 
and hobby depending on 
how it is perceived. 

"I consider (skateboarding) 
a hobby and a sport because 
you're having fun, but you're 
doing something that can be 
competitive," Rawski said. 

At times Rawski and his 
friends make up mini com­
petititions. 

"Sometimes it gets compet­
itive when we try to see who 
can land a trick first," Rawski 
said. 

Childhood hobby develops 
into skateboarding passion 
By Gluliana LaMantia 
Center Spread Editor 

From competitions, to lei­
sure, to designing the local 
skate park, senior Tommy 
Knight has sailed on his 
skateboard from a young age. 

Knight began skateboard­
ing in fourth grade. 

"I was given a free skate­
board from my older brother, 
and ever since then I took 
off," Knight said. 

When Knight first began 
skateboarding, he joined in 
making videos with his broth­
er and his brother's friends. 
. "I was trying to ride with 
the older guys, but it didn't 
happen because I wasn't that 
good," Knight said. "A year 
later I was better than all of 
them, because hard work and 
dedication got me there." 

While Knight mainly 
skateboards for fun, he has 
also participated in competi­
tions, including a best trick 
competition in Elgin. 

"When I entered into the 

competition, I was in be­
ginners in the fourth heat," 
Knight said. "After the judge 
saw three tricks he bumped 
me into intermediate. I ended 
up one trick away from being 
in the finals." 

According to Knight, some 
competitions are about the 
tricks, while others judge 
based on landing and flow. 

Knight also competed 
at Antioch Skate Park, but 
mostly skates at the West 
Chicago Skate Park at Reed 
Keppler, which he also took 
part in creating. 

"I helped design the West 
Chicago Skate Park," Knight 
said. "We got a bunch of lo­
cal skaters and went to City 
Hall where we signed a lot of 
papers. After that we pretty 
much sat in a room and de­
signed it, and two years later 
it was built." 

After skating for so long, 
Knight does not have any fa­
vorite trick in particular, but 
enjoys all of them. 

"I can literally do anything 

I want with a skateboard," 
Knight said. "I'd say catching 
air is the most fun." 

What Knight likes the most 
about skateboarding is the in­
dividuality. 

"It's a really individual 
sport and something you 
can do when you're bored," 
Knight said. "The world is 
your playground if you're a 
skateboarder." 

Skateboarding has also 
offered opportunities. Two 
summers ago, a skateboard 
company offered Knight a 
spot with the company. 

"Initial Apparel asked 
me to ride with them, and I 
completely blew them off," 
Knight said. "It was the big­
gest mistake of my life. I'm 
not sure why I did it, I meant 
to get in contact with them, 
but I never did." 

Due to work, Knight needs 
to find spare time to skate­
board. 

"Because I work so much 
now, I can only skate when I 
have the time," Knight said. 
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