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Anatomy of a football game 
.Energy) passion) spirit,· the squad 
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Practices before each game help the cheerleaders perform 

. well. They are practicing the end of their performance. 

Ready for more 
than halftime 
By Sam Schweihs 
Reporter 

Once half time rolls 
around, the butterflies settle 
and the cheerleaders are 
ready to go. 

"Performing at a varsity 
halftime in the stadium is 
incredible. Being in front of 
hundreds of people is a real 
adrenaline rush. When there 
are 10 seconds left on the 
clock before half time I'm 
usually extremely nervous, 
but once I hear (P.E. division 
head Bill Lech) announce us 
and we step onto the field my 
nerves are all gone and," se­
nior Lauren Stanton said. 

Cheerleaders prep for half­
time by learning their routine 

on Monday practice, then 
perfecting it at their Wednes­
day practice and before the 
game on Friday. 

"We prepare for compe­
tition season by practicing 
three times a week during the 
summer and twice a week in 
the fall . Football is a great 
way for us to practice being 
in front of the crowd," Stan­
ton said. 

ICE All-Stars of Naperville 
choreographs the cheerlead­
ers' routines each season. 

"We pick our songs by ask­
ing the girls what they would 
like in the routine or we pick 
whatever songs mix together 
well," Stanton said. 

The choreographer then 
puts the music together. 

Responsible for 
energizing stadium 
By Keyurl Parmar 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Never the ones to be for­
gotten, band and color guard 
keep the crowds cheering at 
Friday night football games, 
which are no longer teserved 
for just for the football team. 

"We want to keep the ener­
gy in the air because the more 
the squad is being the squad 
and yelling their chants, the 
more that the rest of the 
stands are cheering for the 
football team, the more the 
team feels like they should 
try more because they have 
the people behind them," 
sophomore Tara Lyne said. 

Each Thursday the band 
prepares for the next night. 

portant when it comes to 
band, the uniforms also reach 
a deeper meaning to some 
band members. 

"I feel that we have a good 
vibe during the games and 
when we're marching be­
cause everyone gets so excit­
ed. It's cool to see how peo­
ple see you when you have 
your uniform on and when 
you have it off. That's pretty 
much all the football team 

By Liz Ramos 
Co-Editor in Chief 

Black out, neon night, pi­
rates, beach parties, and oth­
er themes are some of the fun 
aspects of the squad at every 
football game. 

"The squad is fun, it's in­
spiring," senior Jake Seeman 
said. "One way to describe it 
is that we have a blast and a 
half, not two blasts but a blast 
and a half." 

Seniors Luke Jaconis, Jim­
my Rizzo, and Danny Gilib­
erto have are squad leaders. 

"I am very honored that I 
am the squad leader. We have 
a great squad this year for the 
most part. We've had some 
awesome nights and overall 
it's just been an awesome ex­
perience," Jaconis said. 

Everyone in the squad 
works together to show sup­
port for the football team. 

"Something about the 
squad that some people don't 
know is that in the squad, 
everyone becomes friends. 
There's no hatred in the 
squad. It's one united group," 
Seeman said. 

Many squad members en­
joy the themes the leaders de­
cide for each game. 

"It's a lot of fun. It's a lot 
of people. It's fun to dress up. 

sees us as is the uniform." 
Color guard puts in as 

much effort as the band .. 
"It's fun and you get to 

work outside and it's some­
thing new. We have new rou­
tines that we normally make 
as a group. We combine 
moves together or the instruc­
tor gives them to us," sopho­
more Brie Steward said. 

The halftime show is a 
good experience for all. 

"It's a really good experi­
ence and all of our hard work 
is shown through our perfor­
mance. We like putting on 
a good show," senior Katie 
Sladek said. 

"We're all excited, but by 
the end of practice we're 
tired because we go through 
the half time and pre game 
at least three times. So we're 
on and off the field, it's crazy 
but then when Friday comes 
around it's like we did this for 
a good reason," Lyne said. 

While music is most im-

Band and color guard put hours of practice in to put togeth­
er one half time show. Junior Sam Roskamp practices his 
music during drumline rehearsal. 

(The themes) are pretty fun. 
The neon one was the best. 
Everyone got really into it," 
junior Valerie DeNicola said. 

Squad leaders use themes 
from past years but also come 
up with their own. 

"We've thrown in a few 
themes like a pirate party. A 
lot of them just come from 
our sense of humor and the 
top of our heads," Jaconis 
said. 

Although the football team 
doesn't always win, the squad 
is always there to cheer for 
them. 

"It's tough sometimes, but 
we know that they're trying 
their best so we're trying our 
best too to get them pumped 

to win once, hopefully," se­
nior Mei-Li Hey said. 

To be heard across the 
field, the squad leaders get 
the squad cheering as loud as 
they can. 

"We're a very creative 
young group of men. We 
yell , we scream, we dance, we 
cheer, we jump, we do what­
ever we have to do to get the 
crowd going," Jaconis said. 

Seniors like to have power 
over the squad sometimes, 
but the underclassmen still 
enjoy being in the squad. 

"The seniors can be con­
trolling in the squad but it's 
their last year so they have to 
live it up," sophomore Ana 
Flores said. 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
The pirates theme energizes the squad at the football game 
on Sept. 7. 

Appreciation shown 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Co-Editor Chief 

Spirit runs high in the at­
mosphere as the football 
team runs out onto the field 
with cheering and applause 
in the background. 

"I get such an adrenaline 
rush from the squad. Any­
time I hear them chanting it 
just makes me want to play 
even harder," senior Ryan 
Weier said. 

Everyone likes attention at 
times, for senior Sam Rylow­
itz it is when he is on the field 

"It's nice to know the com­
munity is behind us. It's great 
playing on a Friday night 
with everyone watching and 
cheering," Rylowitz said. 

Even with the same general 
routine, the intensity is ap­
parent every week. 

"The game plan varies 
from week to week so we 
might be playing different 
coverage but most of the 
things stay the same for me. I 
always have butterflies in my 
stomach but they just let me 
know I'm ready to play and 
going to give it my all," Weier 
said. 

Football is not just a sport 
but a community bonding op­
portunity. 

"It's great to know that 
your sport is so popular that 
it brings people together that 
may not even like football," 
Weier said. 

All the organizations that 
participate at the game are a 
form of the squad, according 
to Weier. 

"I think the support is 
all equal. If the people that 
are cheerleaders, in band, 
or poms were not in those 
groups, they would be in the 
squad," Weier said. 

Although many just think 
football games are for the 
students, parents play a huge 
role in supporting the team. 

"Parents are the best sup­
port because they are there 
for the stuff no one else 
cares about, such as practice 
games. They also do a lot of 
pasta parties," Rylowitz said. 

The fans are the backbone 
of support for the football 
team. 

"The support makes me 
feel really good. The atmo­
sphere makes the game spe­
cial," Rylowitz said. 
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