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Bonds tie team together |

By Diana Carrillo
Reporter

Close bonds tie the girls
softball team together, and
therefore, the team has one
another’s backs both on and
off of the field.

“They get along really, real-
ly well, and that’s always nice
from a coach perspective,”
varsity coach KimWallner
said.

The girls may be good bud-
dies, but on the field there is
always a bit more pressure.

“We don't really get mad.
It’s like if someone makes an

error, we got you; we'll pick
you up,” senior Tarah Rayos
said.

‘Even though the team
members are so friendly off
the field, Wallner wants to
make sure they are competi-
tive on the field. The varsity
team is 10-3

“Off the field they get
along real well. On the field,
to me, they need some com-
petition,” Wallner said.

The softball team will be
playing Naperville North
Thursday.

“There are not too many
weak programs. Most pro-

grams are really competi- -

tive,” Wallner said. “Every
game we are going to have to
come out and really play.”

Naperville North softball
is 5-3. :

“They are probably going
to be a bit tougher,” Wallner
said. “They have an edge.
They have lots of returning
players.”

Even though Naperville
North is tough competition,
Wallner is looking forward to
a good game. )

“There’s always a big rival-
ry,” Wallner said. “It should
be very entertaining.”

_ Photo by Kristina Manibo
Senior Katie Weist winds up for a pitch on Monday against
Glenbard North.

Inconsistency proves to
be biggest obstacle

By Ryan Weier
Reporter

Inconsistency has been the
theme so far for the Wildcat
baseball team.

“We have been inconsis-
tent. Some games we hit the
ball well, and others we don’t.
The same thing goes for our
defense,” varsity coach Mi-
chael McCarthy said.

The Wildcats have lost four
of those games by a com-
bined five runs.

“We haven't made plays
when we've needed to. We
could have at least 10 wins
right now,” McCarthy said.

Senior Josh Gimre thinks
the hitting needs to improve.

“We need to keep getting
a lot of swings in practice,”
Gimre said.

There have been a few in-
dividuals, however, that have

been playing better than ex-
pected, according to McCar-
thy.

“Zach Bauler has stepped
up. He has been hitting

around .400 and starting in
right field,” McCarthy said.

Bauler attributes many dif-
ferent training routines to his
improvement, but to him get-
ting bigger really helped.

“Hitting the weight room
in the off-season really helped
me improve,” Bauler said.

Sophomore Ryan Koester
has also been a big help to the
team at second base, accord-
ing to McCarthy.

“(Being on varsity) is a lot
of hard work, but it’s a lot of
fun too,” Koester said.

Koester also added that im-
proving in each game is a key
to success.

“Going into every game we
are obviously looking to win,

» -~
Junior Mike Zajac pitches against Joliet Catholic on April 14. They lost 7-3, and their inconsistency

continues to be their biggest obstacle.

but also to improve on things
like our situational defenses
and improve on things indi-
vidually,” Koester said.
Conference play has begun
for the Wildcats which could
bring some improvement, ac-
cording to Gimre.
“Conference is a whole
new season, and anything
can happen,” Gimre said.
The boys’ pitching has
been successful to this point
in the season, but the defense
has been erratic at times.
“We have a solid pitching
staff, but our defense isn’t
making plays behind them.
If we start making plays, and
offensively, if we put the ball
in play more, we will have
more success as a team,”
Bauler said.
The next game is on Mon-
day at Naperville North at
4:30 p.m. :

Photo by Ryan Weier
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Heartbreak at the United Center

By Carly Tubridy
Editor in Chief

An overtime goal stopped
the Wild Hawks just one
game short of the state cham-
pionship title at the United
Center on March 23.

Playing at the United Cen-
ter in front of fans provided
the boys with an exciting fi-
nal game.

“The fans were. really ap-
preciated. None of us really
played in front of that many
people so walking onto the
ice for the first time was a
great feeling in front of the
whole crowd,” junior goalie
Kyle Nielson said.

The boys played Glenbard
for the state title.

“They had just won a big
game (against the number
one team, Rockford) and
came into our game with
some swag and I knew they
were going to be tough, but I
didn’t think the game would
be so close,” junior defense-
man Jason Weidmyer said.

After a tight game, regula-
tion time ended with a score
of 1-1.

“The plan for overtime

Photo by Liz Ramos

Junior Ryan Cooper clears the pucks out of the neutral zone during the state game at the
United Center on March 23. The boys lost in overtime, ending at second in state.

was to get shots to the net.
In overtime there is no such
thing as a bad shot on goal.
The overtime game plan
was similar to the regulation
game plan. Win your battles

and make sure you are mov-
ing the puck up ice quickly,”
head coach Dave Dyson said.

During overtime a turn
over in the neutral zone
turned fatal.

“The last goal just snuck
by me, but it was not any de-
fender’s fault, the Glenbard
forward made a great shot,”
Nielson said.

Despite the loss, Dyson

was not disappointed

“I was very satisfied with
the game, I thought we
played great, but just couldn’t
seem to put the puck in the
net. The guys played hard
and unfortunately, we just
couldn’t get the bounces that
day,” Dyson said.

The game marked the end
of the season.

“We were stopped oOne
game short but we still played
great throughout the season,”
Nielson said.

Bonds that formed during
the season made the season
more enjoyable.

“It was probably one of the
best (seasons) I've ever had.
The group of kids was so spe-
cial and fun to be around and
we played a great season like
a family,” Weidmyer said.

Expectations were high for
the season and Dyson was
happy with the outcome.

“I was thrilled with the
season. The team met every
expectation we had for them
and then some. It was a real
special season and the boys
worked hard to earn every bit
of the success they had,” Dy-
son said.

Targeting weakness,
utilizing strategies

By Lorena Orizaba
Reporter i

As the badminton season
‘continues, coach Katie Wood
keeps working with the team
to target their weaknesses.

Their conference games

have just-begun. The girls

have only had two games so
far and are preparing to do
well.

“The girls always show
up to practice ready to work
hard. You can’t ask for any-
thing more than that,” Wood
said.

Photo by Lorena Orizaba
Junior Jessica Sanko serves
the birdie during her meet on

April 10.

According to Wood, one
of the strengths the team has
this year is having girls who
are smart players.

“Not only are they strong
physically, but mentally they
know what to do strategically
to win the game,” Wood said.

Wood, as an incoming
coach, is surprised at the fact
that the girls are playing bet-
ter individually than in dou-
bles.

“It surprises me, but I think |

they are better at singles,”
Wood said. “I assumed with
a partner you could cover the
court better but doubles are
also faster games.”

Doubles are often harder
to play than singles because
double games are faster and
the players have to be able to
communicate well with their
partner. Confusion often
causes the team to lose the
match.

With five wins and four
losses, the team takes each
match as a learning experi-
ence for the next match.

“We always reflect as a
team or why we lost, what
were our weaknesses,” Wood
said.

The next match is Thurs-
day at West Aurora at 4:30
p.m.

Constantly imp

Farst DV'C win excites but
does not satisfy soccer team

By Keyuri Parmar
Features Editor

Winning the first DVC
game of the season on April
2, 1-0, brought excitement to
the girls soccer team.

“The game (against Glen-
bard North) displayed how
well we can possess the ball
and dominate the game. We
worked together and played
as a team which placed us
in conference. It lifted us up

after a few losses,” senior

Cassie Thill said.

According to Thill, the
girls are not satisfied with
their win and plan on work-
ing hard.

They are currently 2-5-1.

-~ “Now that conference has

“started, all the games are go-

ing to be difficult,” Thill said.

The girls improved at Glen-
bard North from the Larkin
game.

“The game (against Larkin) -

was a learning time for all of

us because we keep playing -

to the level of our opponent.
We passed the ball well but
we still are not finishing our

‘opportunities,” coach Cesar

Gomez said.

Although they have im-
proved, Gomez believes the
girls can do better ‘if they
think they can. -

“We all need to work on
the mental part of the game
and believing in ourselves
should be the priority,” Go-
mez said. ;

All the girls have the same
motivation and goals. :

“As a team they are just

toving

fine, and we all know that it
is not an easy task to take 18
minds and concentrate them
in the same direction,” Go-
mez said.

The team has been focus-
ing on possession, offensive
attacks, and defense.

“Our strength is still the
possession of the ball and
control of the game. We are
just coming up short on the
score part of the game and
that is what really counts in .
any game,” Gomez said.

The girls help each other
out.

“We always push each
other to the fullest potential,”
Thill said.

Photo by Keyuri Parmar
Senior Bianca Nevejas, right, maneuvers around her Whea-
ton Warrenville South competitor on Monday.
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