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Domination despite injuries 
By Ryan Weier 
Reporter 

which was what hurt them 
against the Heat last year. 

Right now it's all a matter 
If someone were to tell me of getting healthy. Winning 

before the mini season of the 
NBA started that the Bulls 

shorthanded can only last so 

Bulls keep it together through the hurlj shows 
depth of team by continuing to deliver 

would have injuries to Rich­
ard. Hamilton, Luol Deng, 
C.J. Watson, and Derrick 
Rose and still have the best 
record in the Eastern Confer-
ence I wouldn't buy it for a 
second. 

Yet the Bulls have found a 

long. 
Evidence to that was the 

98-82 loss on Feb. I to the 
7 6ers. As the season goes 
on the starters, more impor­
tantly Rose, are going to start 
to lose a step or two. They 
need fresh and healthy bodies 
to balance the load and give 

way to keep it to- lll•••••lll quality minutes. 
gether through nu- Orner Asik and Taj 
merous injuries this Gibson are proba­
season. 

. After losing in 
the Eastern Con­
ference Finals 4-1 
against the Miami 
Heat, the Bulls 
have seemed to be playing 
with a bit of a chip on their 
shoulder. They are beating 
the teams they should beat 
which seems to be pretty 
much everyone on their 
schedule. 

Rose is still putting up high 
numbers even with a sprained 
big toe averaging 23.1 points 
per game and 7. 7 assists with 
a depleted supporting cast. 

They were able to hang 
with a completely healthy 
Heat team that, quite frankly, 
the Bulls should have beaten. 
When Rose was out they 
showed that they could still 
beat other teams but more 
importantly showed they 
could score without Rose 

bly the best big man 
duo coming off the 
bench throughout 
the league. They 
keep the pace that 
Joakim Noah and 

Carlos Boozer set or even · 
raise it depending on how 
much yelling Boozer is doing 
(typically the more he yells 
the less he plays). 

Who would've thought that 
little John Lucas III would 
become a great scoring point 
guard off the bench? Never 
mind that he got dunked on 
by Lebron, if anything it 
would be embarrassing if the 
queen didn't dunk on him. 

Bottom line, the Bulls are 
showing that they by far have 
the most depth than any oth­
er team in the league. Willing 
everyone is healthy by April, 
the Bulls might just be hold­
ing the Larry O'Brien trophy 
come season's end. 
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Boozer: 
PPG: 14.7 Rebounds: 
8.5 
Assists: 1.5 
Blocks: .54 
Steals: 1.1 

Stand out athletes honored 
By early Tubridy 
Editor in Chief 

Keyuri Parmar 
Features Editor 

Two students were recently 
recognized for their excel­
lence in athletics. 

On Feb. 9 junior Laura 
Panicali received the Tri-

bLocal High School Player for me to get this award with­
of the Month award. This out the hard work put to­
award recognizes student gether by the team," Panicali 
athletes and gives donations said. 
to the school. Panicali found out she won 

"I was honored and excited after the voting was done on 
to receive this award because the website but thought it 
we've worked really hard to- was a privilege to receive the 
gether as a team. It would award in front of the team 
have not have been possible that has helped her so much. 

The award coming as a re­
sult of people from the com­
munity made it mean more. 

"Every award is an honor 
to get and to be recognized 
by the community is a great 
feeling," Panicali said. 

According to coach Kim 
Wallner, Panicali has come 
a long way in the past year, 
works hard especially this 
past week, and deserved the 
award. 

"This award will help me 
be more determined to work 
hard and stay on track going 
into regionals," Panicali said. 

Photo by early Tubridy 
Senior Brian Balds is honored to receive the Randall Jacobs 
award for his athletic, academic, and leadership skills during 
the football season. 

Senior Brain Baids received 
the Randall Jacobs award for 
his athletic, academic, and 
leadership accomplishments 
in football the same week as 
Panicali. 
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Noah: 
PPG: 8.6 
Rebounds: 9.2 
Assists: 2.2 
Blocks: 1.2 
Steals: .68 

The injured 
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Rose: 
PPG: 23.6 
Rebounds: 3.5 
Assists: 8.2 
Blocks: .71 
Steals: .90 

Photo courtesy of Julie Panicali 
Junior Laura Panicali receives the TribLocal High School 
Player of the Month award for her hard work throughout the 
season. 

Athletic director Doug 
Mullaney and Veteran Ben­
nier presented the award to 
Baids on Friday. 

"It was pretty humbling. 
It was a great experience," 
Baids said. 

Family, friends, classmates 
witnessed the ceremony dur­
ing half time of the basket­
ball game. 

"It's nice to have to have 
some recognition even 
though our season didn't go 
so well," Baids said. 

The award was named after 

a soldier who died in Vietnam 
and was voted on by coaches. 

"It raises expectations but 
it's cool at the same time," 
Baids said. 

Receiving the award made 
Baids feel he had to live up to 
the namesake. 

"I told my parents I was 
actually going to have to do 
something with my life now," 
Baids said. 

Support from the com­
munity and coaches has left 
a feeling of honor with two 
athletes. 
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