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While there are no blood oaths involved, the Wolves have bonded 

Story and photos by early Tubridy 

Family comes in many forms for 
the Chicago Wolves and makes a big 
difference to the team. 

"Definitely, [we are close as a 
team] . There are single guys that hang 
out together, that do things together, 
that lift together. Married guys do 
the same things. Our wives hang out 
together; the kids hang out together, 
so if you come in the season and you 
don't know anyone by the end of it 
you're all family," right winger Mark 
Mancari said. 

General manger Wendell Young 
likes to be involved with the players 
and not just sit up at a desk and make 
decisions. 

"I want them to be like my kids. I 
want to kind of be friends with them 
and Jet them know that they can come 
to me at any time but when I speak I 
still have authority and I still get re­
spect back," Young said. 

Their real families feel the impact 
from their adopted family's life sty !e. 

"The hardest part for that is more 
so on my wife because she's here and 
my family stays back home. When I 
get called up and I have to go to Van­
couver or wherever I go, it's hard on 
her. But she's been great, she's been at 
it for five years now; she's becoming 
a veteran and she's finding things to 
do," Mancari said. 

Even for the guys that aren't mar­
ried, being away can be difficult. 

Center Kevin Doell played overseas 
in Finland and Sweden. 

"It's definitely difficult. My girl­
friend was in grad school and wasn't 
able to come. I was pretty much on 
my own over there," Doell said. 

Skyping kept Doell motivated dur· 
ing his long time away. 

"Six months away from everyone 
and the days start to get long," Doell 
said. 

People may not realize the huge im­
pact that family has on a player. 

"[Your family] is there supporting 
you, they're there when you're strug­
gling, when you're injured and that 
makes a huge difference to have peo­
ple that pick you up and put you back 
in," Mancari said. 

Sometimes the game will complete­
ly uproot a player's life. 

"I spent most of my career in 
Manitoba, Winnipeg. They got a 
NHL franchise this year which ended 
up · a having the American Hockey 
League team to move out of there. 
It was pretty tough. My wife and I 
built a home there. So to move out 
of there, to move out of your comfort 
zone is a little different after being 
there so many years," captain N alan 
Baumgartner said. 

Despite the difficulties, the players 
understand and accept the unpredict­
ability of their job. 

"It's part of the game and what we 
signed up for. We can be moved at any 
time traded at any time," Baumgart· 
ner said. 
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