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Signing does not mark 
end of cfynamic duo 
By Carly Tubridy 
Editor in Chief 

Best friends are parting 
ways-after seven years of vol­
leyball together. 

Seniors Julia Conard and 
Payton Bayless committed to 
play volleyball at University 
of illinois-Champagne (U 
of I) and Florida Institute of 
Technology (FITL 

FIT is a D2 school. Bayless 
received a full ride in which 
whatever is not paid for by 
academics, the coach has of­
fered to pay. 

Volleyball has not always 
been in Bayless' college fu­
ture. 

"Up until this year, I didn't 
plan on playing in college 
because I wanted to focus 
mostly on school, but after 
the coach offered me a schol­
arship I couldn't not do it," 
Bayless said. 

Conard is not only Bayless' 
best friend, she is her biggest 
influence. 

"I definitely have to say 
that Julia is my biggest influ­
ence in volleyball because she 
was the one who originally 
got me to love the sport and 
she always pushes me to be 
my best," Bayless said. 

Conard will be attending U 
of I which is a D 1 schooL 

"I'm not entirely sure on 
the details of my scholarship, 
all I know is that I plan on 
red-shirting my first year and 
then a two year scholarship 
starts my junior year, with a 
possible third going into my 
masters," Conard said. 

Family has had a big effect 
on Conard. 

"My biggest influence in 
volleyball .. .I'm going to have 
to go the cliche route and say 
my family, but it's so true. 
They've been extremely sup­
portive in driving me to and 
from practices and tourna­
ments. How they manage to 
make it to every single match, 
I have no idea, but I definitely 
appreciate it," Conard said. 

The girls started playing 
volleyball in fifth grade to­
gether and ended their run 
together by having their sign­
ing together. 

"Signing with Payton that 
day was the perfect 
to our seven years of glory, 
we work well together on and 
off the court, that's the way 
it's been and that's the way it 
will always be," Conard said. 

Signing together was mean­
ingful for them both. 

"This whole experience 
has been surreal, and get­
ting to commit and sign with 
my best friend makes it even 
more amazing. We've always 
done everything together, 
and we wouldn't have it any 
other way. I'm definitely re­
ally sad that this is our last 
year together, but we've had 
a great seven year run and it's 
time that it came to a close," 
Bayless said. 

Even though the two will 
be thousands of miles away, 
their team can never be bro­
ken up. 

"I know this isn't the end 
of our dynamic duo," Bay­
less said. 
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Seniors Courtney Toman, left, and Allie Tapanes, right, will be working hard to fill the spots 
of last year's seniors. 

Seven out, seven in 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Features Editor 

With the loss of seven se­
niors from last year's girls 
basketball team, seven more 
are ready to fJJ.l in their spots. 

Friday the girls begin the 
Lyons Township tournament 
by playing Oak Forest High 
School. 

All of the girls are looking 
forward to this season. 

"The girls are excited and 
came out ready to play, es­
pecially the seven seniors. , " 
coach Kim Wallner said. 

New seniors on varsity 
are Emily· Warkins, Brenna 
MacDonald, Meghan Car­
not, and Courtney Toman. 
Returning seniors are Allie 
Tapanes and Claire Monroe. 

"The seniors have been 
waiting for this. It is up to 
them to make the season 

what they want," Wallner 
said. 

Junior Laura Panicali is 
the only underclassman on 
varsity. She has been working 
hard to help the team's prog­
ress. 

"I've been focusing on my 
defensive game to help con­
tribute to our team's success," 
Panicali said. 

Although Paniq11i is the 
only junior on varsity, junior 
Amanda Gosbeth and sopho­
more Shelly Molskow may 
get some varsity playing time 
throughout the season, ac­
cording to Wallner. 

The loss of height could 
have an effect on the team. 

"I think the biggest thing 
that could affect us is with 
those seven seniors from last 
year leaving, we lost most of 
our height as well," Monroe 
said. 

The girls will need to work 
on major skills as a result of a 
shorter team. 

"Since we are a shorter 
team this year, we will have 
to work harder rebounding 
wise, and also pressuring 
teams on defense so hopeful­
ly they won't have a chance 
to throw easy passes into the 
post," Monroe said. 

Each of the girls have had 
successful years .playing in 
their past. 

. "The tribute goes to the 
·girls. They have really good 
success stories in their per­
severance and their want to 
work," Wallner said. 

Nat only perseverance, but 
leadership is needed for a 
team. 

"It helps any team to have 
a lot of maturity. It shows 
different leadership quality," 
Wallner said. 

Hard work leads to sectionals Focus shifts to next 
season after 
disappointing loss 

By Connie Kim 
Perspectives Editor 

This season, both girls and 
boys cross country teams 
worked hard to maintain 
their statuses as runners and 
as a result, were able to have 
a total of four compete at sec­
tionals. 

Girls 
The girls cross country 

team anticipated their results 
at regionals on Oct. 22 at St. 
James Farm, placing nine out 
of 10 teams. 

Senior Kelsey Sayner 
moved on to sectionals, 
which was on Oct. 29, for her 
third year. 

At sectionals, Sayner ran 
her second fastest time of the 
year of 19:41 coming in 94th 
place out of 161 runners in 
the 3 mile race. 

On top of Sayner's person­
al success, the team did well 
overall. 

"It's amazing how much 

faster the girls have gotten," 
Maxson said. The varsity and 
the freshmen/ sophomore 
team are faster than the year 
before. The girls are breaking 
records every 

........ 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
Senior Kelsey Sayner ended 
her high school running 
career on a high note by 
making it to sectionals. 

Boys 
Although many members 

of the boys cross country 
team were new this season, 
the team remained competi­
tive. 

The team placed ninth out 
of 10 teams at regionals on 
Oct. 22, and three runners 
qualified for sectionals on 
Oct. 29 which were both at 
St. James Farm in Wheaton. 

"It was the first time in 
my 22 years of coaching 
we've had three guys qualify 
for sectionals," coach Paul 
McLeland said. 

Seniors Jon Hernandez, 
Roberto Campos, and Mar­
cus DeLaTorre all moved on. 

Hernandez finished first 
out of the three runners, get­
ting fifty-firstplace out of 158 
racers. DeLaTorre finished 
second out of the three run­
ners getting 57th place, and 
Campos finished soon after 
getting a time of 16:20 and 
placed 78th. 

By Brandon Jackson 
Reporter 

A two ·game loss against 
York closed the girls volley­
ball season at sectionals on 
Nov. I. 

"When sectiona1s came 
around there was a different 
feeling. I feel as though the 
team was a little intimidated, 
and we just didnjt bring our 
game and York is a tough 
solid team," coach Kris 
Hasty said. 

The team lost 13-25 and 
20-25. 

The .focus fut the., teatn 
how 1s to get involtea itt d1ib 
vblleyball but to not rotget 
about the W'tldcats. 

trln the summer aftet club 
v6lleybaU we all plan to get 

together and begin training 
for next year/' Hasty said. 

For next year the volley­
ball team plails tO stick t<r 
gether and continue to get 
closer. 
. ''I believe the girls had fun 

this year and we reached our 
goals and with the ttew addi­
tion of players we were able 
to le:\ve a good impression 
on the program and earn the 
deserved within the 
DVC/" 

Hasty also plans to get the 
girls itwo1ved witll tJle Uni· 
vemty of llJinois qUnp this 

"The best thing we can do 
now is to get .ready for the 
next season and ·'()e confi­
dent,'' Hasty said. . 
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Loss against Larkin 
destroys hopes of state 
By Liz Ramos 
News Editor 

After hoping to make it to 
state, boys soccer came up 
short with a disappointing 
loss against Larkin in their 
second regional game Oct. 
21. 

and created tons of oppor­
tunities for goals but when 
it came down to it, Larkin 
made their opportunities 
count. If I'm looking at the 
positive side of it all the play­
ers played up to their poten­
tial and did what. they did 
all year but soccer's a game 
where the better team doesn't 
always win," Brugmann said. 

A goal that wasn't seen 
by the referees put the team 
down. 

midfield again. They created 
a lot of opportunities for our 
forwards. Forwards put tre­
mendous pressure on their 
defense and almost at every 
play our attack started from 
our defense," Brugmann said. 

A weakness that affected 
their game was playing de­
fense as individuals instead 
of a team. . 
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"First game we played East 
Elgin and felt very success­
ful in that game and played 
well. It was a messy game be­
cause of the weather. One of 
our strengths is ball control 
and one of the things about 
weather is that it takes that 
away," coach Steve Brug­
mann said. 

The weather didn't keep 
the team from winning their 
first regional game and mov­
ing on to face Larkin. 

"We were doing great 
and our record shows that. 
We played with high inten­
sity every game. Regionals 
should have been ours but 
the refs didn't see a goal that 
we scored and that killed us 
mentally," junior Jenaro Ter­
razas said. 

"I think if we adjusted ear­
lier on in the midfield push­
ing our defenses up into the 
midfield and taking advan­
tage of the fact that they were 
playing with two forwards. 
That would not have allowed 
them to score their first goal. 
That really was the key to the 
whole game. Once we did 
that, we dominated," Brug­
mann said. 

Photo by Liz Ramos 
Senior Brian Baids guards senior Alex Weier during try-outs. 
Seniors are the overwhelming majority of the team this year. 

"The second game was a 
game where we felt we domi­
nated 75 percent of the play 

Missed opportunities 
caused the loss for the team. 

Schaumberg would have 
been the next team to face if 
the team beat Larkin. 

5 eniors dominate 
"Our strength was in our 
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By Liz Ramos 
News Editor 

With last year's boys 
basketball team only having 
four seniors, the tables have 
turned as the team now has 
12 seniors for this season. 

"[Having 12 seniors] can 
only be looked at as a positive. 
I think it's different in this 
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just seniors, they're friends. 
They hang out outside of 

I basketball. There are other 
teams that don't hang out 
outside of basketball but 
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these guys are tight," -coach 
Kevin Batdus said. 

The team believes that 
many of the seniors playing 
together for the past three 
years will help with the 
chemistry on the court. 

"I think it will be really 
good for us. ·we've been 
playing together for a long 
time, some of us even back 
from middle school. There's 
defiriitely a lot of leadership 
on the team. If anything's 
going to happen, it'll be this 
year," senior Josh Gimre 
said. 

Since the seniors played at 
the varsity level ~s juniors last 
year as well, Baldus believes 
they are already off to a great 
start. 

"There's • first for [the 
seniors]. Once you've been 
through everYthing for a 
year or longer they can face 
what they've seen. Once 
you develop a comfort zone 
with something you're able 
to take it to a different place 
or a new level because of 
the experience they have," 
Baldus ~aid. 

Since the team is mainly 
seniors, the three juniors on 
the team might not_ get as 
much playing time. 

"The juniors are only going 
to get better because they 
have a great group ahead of 
them. It's going to be difficult 
to get the play time but if they 
put the work in I don't see 
why they can't," Baldus said. 

Sophomore John Konchar 
has been brought up to play 
varsity level. -

"I don't bring kids up 
from the lower levels to sit. I 
expect him to play and be in 
the starting line up at some 
point. The expectations for 
him are to contribute to his 
role on the team. He played 
this summer so when it came 
to this fall it wasn't like he 
was new to everybody. He's 
got a nonchalant manner 
to him but he's got a lot of 
potential," Baldus said. 

Senior Jujaun Cosby came 
. from Rockford and is eligible 
to play for the team second 
semester. 

"I think [the team] sees 
him as a potential positive 
addition to the team. 
They've welcomed him with 
excitement and anticipation 
to fit in a role that we need. 
This group wants to be 
successful and anything that · 
can help them they're willing 
to accept with open arms," 
Baldus said. 

The team has already 
seen improvement just 
from working hard over the 
summer. 

"We had . a really good 
summer. We know the offense 
and how we all play. Our 
summer record we already 
quadrupled our wins. We've 
done well and hopefully we'll 
have a great season," senior 
Justin Mundt said. 

The first game is · on 
Tuesday at LaSalle-Peru at 
7:30 p.m. for the Cavalier 
Classic. 

-
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A night at the 
Hawks Game 

Jersey .... $12~.99 

soda and chicken 
$15.00 Fingers .... 

Three third lev~b 
tickets ... $126 · 

. $20.00 park1 ng. · ·.· 

Total ..... $290.99 
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$42.19 

soldier Field: 
$7 for hot chocolate in a Bears sou­
venir Cup 
$5 for a hot dog 
united center: 
$8.25 for chicken fingers . 
$4.25 for fries 
wrigley Field: 
$6.50 for an Italian sausage Burger 
$15 for a victory Knot Pretzel 
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