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W here 15
the love?

By Keyuri Parmar
Perspectives Editor

Some sports are appreciat-

ed and supported by students
but sports such as boys tennis
don’t feel the love.

“A couple parents show up
to watch [their child] play but
no students do. It’s sad to see.

. QOur students should support
their fellow students in other
student activities,” coach Sio-
ne Moeaki said.

A few parents and some of
the players’ friends stop by to
watch a match occasionally,
but there never are a huge
number of spectators.

Not having many viewers
might be another disadvan-
tage to having a smatl team.

~ “I think it’s probably be-

cause not a lot of people play
varsity, there are only six
players,” parent Susan Rylo-
wicz said.

Parents encourage more

students and other parents to
watch tennis matches.

“[Tennis matches] are fun
to watch- and don't last very
long. Unfortunately it's so
early I think a lot of parents
can’t get here,” parent Beth
Weist said.

The players understand
why they don’t get many
spectators but still wish they
did.

“We don’t have any stands
and parents come occasion-
ally. It’s not expected because
we're not as [good] as other
sports,” junior Noe Munoz
said. :

Students agree that more of
their peers should go out and

. support their tennis team.

“Students should [go to
matches] because they’re
part of West Chicago and we
should support them,” soph-
omore Sonam Patel said.

But students also have rea-
sons to why watching a match
doesn’t sound appealing.

“There’s nowhere to sit,
which makes watching the
match difficult,” sophomore
Katie Yackey said.
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Senior Meagan Radloff is a part of the all-state team.

Birthday surprises

By Amber Del Rio
Reporter

Hard work as a team on the
field and joking around after
practice allowed senior cap-
tain Meagan Radloff to be
named to the all-state team
for girls soccer.

“T was really surprised
when [coach Cesar Gomez]
told me, but I think it’s good
to represent West Chicago
and the soccer team because
it doesn’t happen that often,”
Radloff said. ¥

The team’s improvements
have earned them more rec-
ognition from other coaches,
according to Radloff.

“] wouldn’t have been able
to do what I did without the
rest of the team so they were.a
big part of it,” Radloff said.

Working as a team on theé
field is what enables the girls
to pull pranks on each other
when they’re not on the turf.

According to 'senior cap-
tain Rachel Thomas, the
team started a tradition last
year of pouring a mixture of
messy foods on each other
for birthdays. :

“Stephanie Salinas (’10)
poured water on [sophomore
Andie Lazzerini] for her
birthday last year and we’ve
done it ever since,” Thomas
said. i ~

After only getting a splash
of cold water on the head
last year, Lazzerini received a
stickier surprise this season.

“[The girls] came up from
behind and dumped jelly,
chocolate syrup, flour and
sprinkles on my head and all
over me,” Lazzerini said.

Despite having syrup drip-
ping down her face, Lazzerini
was not upset with her team-
mates’ prank.

- “Tt made me laugh. It made
me feel like more a part of the
team,” Lazzerini said.

Hard work shows in stats.

By Helene Sankovitch
Entertainment Editor

After years of practicing on
and off the field, senior Tyler
Zanoni worked his way to the
top 20 players in the Illinois
High School Lacrosse Asso-
ciation (IHSLA).

- Zanoni is ranked 8th in
conference with 26 goals

| and five assists throughout

the season so far. If his stats
continue to increase, he could
go all-conference at the end
of the season. According to
[HSLA, Zanoni ranks num-
ber 17 out of 383 players.

“] practice every day on
my own. As a lacrosse player,
most of the game you will
pick up on your own time. If
you go for a run, take your
stick and ball with you and
work on your cradling,” Za-
noni said. “The best thing

you can do for yourself is
wall ball; just throwing the
ball to yourself repeatedly
against a wall.”

Varsity lacrosse coach Chris
Conner noticed Zanoni’s
dedication when he started
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Taking it upon himself,
senior Tyler Zanoni turns his
free time into practice time.

playing for the high school.
“His dedication was evi-
dent freshman year when he
would carry his stick around
all day, even in school, and
now he is one of our best
stick handlers,” Conner said.
“Tyler is a guy that makes me
very proud. He has put his
time in on and off the field
and it’s great to see that pay-
ing off.” :
Zanoni has played lacrosse
since middle school, and
plans to continue improving
and playing after high school

- through clubs.

“In order to become better
at lacrosse you need to work
for it. I got. my skill from
learning as much about the
game as I could and playing
every chance I could get. If
younger players were to do
that they will be well off in
the sport,” Zanoni said.

The makings _Athlete attributes
of a superstar: sucess to her team

Yasmyn McGee
Features Editor

Humbleness with a healthy

amount of competitiveness
helps keep senior Mary Con-
nolly on top of her game.

“] feel confident [when
playing softball] and it’s fun
to be successful. I love to
win,” Connolly said.

However, Connolly attri-
butes her. personal success to
her team.

“[The season] is going
well and we're looking good.
With each loss we’ve had,
we've grown from it which
is essential for a team,” Con-
nolly said. “Our defense has
improved which gives me
confidence in throwing as a
pitcher. Because of [the team]
I've been a lot more success-
ful.”

Varsity coach Kim Wall-
ner feels many factors lead
to the success Connolly has
obtained.

“I think what she’s brought
on consistently was the com-

petiveness and the desire to-

want to be successful and
want to win. And the going
gets tough a little bit when
base runners get on with her
and that’s when she gets the
toughest,” Wallner said.

According to  Wallner,
Connolly shows great growth
from when she started play-
ing her freshman year.

“I think emotionally and
maturity-wise she’s handled
things -well this year. She’s
tried to step up and be a
leader for other kids. It's been
enjoyable working with her,”
Wallner said.

Assistant varsity coach

Whitney' Rusin agrees that

~ Connolly demonstrates good

qualities both on and off the
field. T
Her drive is somethin;
Rusin admires and feels the
team does also. ;
“One of the things I think
she’s so good with on the
field is that she’s a gamer.
She steps up in big positions

and big plays and she makes

those big plays. That's one
of her best qualities on the
field,” Rusin said. “I think
her best qualities off the field
are she really is committed to
her softball career and she de-
cided that that’s going to be a
focus for her.” :

Because of her passion for
the sport, Connolly will con-
tinue to play for DePaul Uni-
versity. .

After playing softball all

four years of her high school:

career, Connolly advises fu-
ture hopefuls to work hard
and remain dedicated in or-

_der to reach personal and

team goals.

“I would say work as hard
as you can. It’s easy to take
practices for granted but
those are the days that get
you to a higher level,” Con-
nolly said. “Stick with it and
it stays what you love to do.
When it’s not fun, it’s not
worth it.” :
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Hard work and a love for the game gives senior Mary Con-
nolly the combination for success.
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Social life on hold

While most teenagers -are
out having fun, junior Jessica

- Quinn forgoes having a social

life and focusing on school to
concentrate on soccer year-
round.

For 12 years Quinn has
dedicated herself to improv-
ing and being the best she can
be even as her schedule gets
hectic.

Highschool seasonis
the busiest for Quinn,
as she tries to
balance school
and soccer.

B [ SN |
wasn’t
i n
sports, I
get a lot :
ter grades and a lot o
more . completion - |
on homework. Plus
I would have more
time to study and
sleep so 1 would be
less tired in class and be
able to concentrate,”
Quinn said.

Quinn has little
time to put a lot
of - effort into
schoolwork.

“Onweek-
days I go
to school,
then prac-
tice, and
théen I do homework which
I have to stay up really late

for. Then I sleep and repeat,”

Quinn said.

A social life is out of the
question for Quinn.

“On weekends I try to have
a social life but I like to sleep
on weekends because that’s
the only time I can sleep,”
Quinn said.

While high school is the
busi-  est for Quinn, she
continues with

her - hectic

schedule dur-

ing the off

season.
" “During
fall ~ and
. winter [

have club
and  pre-
season, so |
go to school
then work-
outs for pre-
season then club
practice until 9:30
p.m. Sometimes

I stop to grab

a bite to eat”

Quinn said.

The time com-
mitment wears - on
Quinn.

“The worst part is it’s re-
ally tiring and time consum-
ing,” Quinn said.

Despite the chaos of her
schedule, Quinn has never
considered quitting in her 12
years of playing and hopes to
continue on in
college.

Never
ending
dedication

Being in sports constantly
is all junior Emily Warkins
knows, so she doesn’t feel the
effects of being a three sport
athlete quite as much as oth-
€rs.

Warkins plays volleyball,
basketball, and runs track.’

Basketball season is War-
kins’ favorite and also her
busiest time of the school

p.m. or 10 p.m. I then do my
homework, eat dinner, go to
bed and wake up to do it all
over again,” Warkins said.
Despite the hectic schedule,

- Warkins really enjoys basket-

ball season.

“I have been with my team-
mates and my coaches so
long and it is usually a pretty
fun time,” Warkins said.

°A% DEDICATION

Students focus on sports year round while trying
1o balance a social life and school work

Worth the

sacrifice

Three-sport athlete senior
RJ Kobriger's season never
ends.

Starting football in third
grade and track in sixth grade,
Kobriger began his love for
sports early.

In seventh grade Kobriger
started playing lacrosse.

“Lacrosse is definitely my
favorite of the three because
I can just run around playing
my game and take control of -
what is mine. I can change
the game if I want depending
on my playing and it is just
a true team sport,” Kobriger
said.

Kobriger has considered
quitting before. due to such
a hectic schedule. He played
basketball -~ freshman —and
sophomore years, but due to
the heavy demands and the
opportunity at excelling
in other sports; Ko- 4 £ 4

briger quit. A
T pave
thought about
quitting because it takes up
too much time and that is why
I quit basketball. I felt like I
wasn’t getting as much as I
could out of it so I decided
to lift every day instead,”
Kobriger

affected by her commitment.
“It kind of affects my so-
cial life I guess. Practice and
games are pretty much a so-
cial event since I am with
my friends the whole time.
However, I still have time to
hang out with my friends on
the weekends after games or
practice,” Warkins said.

Warkins’  school = work

- doesn’t see neglect either.

+”" different kind

5 4

said.

Kobriger must sacrifice his
time.

“The worst part is always
being committed to what you
do. You lose a lot of time
being able to do other
things but in the long
run it’s all worth it,” {8
Kobriger said.

The time commit-
ment causes Kobriger
to miss out on social
activities.

“It affects my so-
cial life because I
am not able to do
as many activities
after school as I
would like because
Ihave practice every-
day. It causes me to
not be able to spend
as much time as [
would like with

friends,” &
Kobriger said.
j Howev-

er, his team
provides a

4

of social life:

“It also introduces
me to new people, our
team is a family and
that’s the way it will al-
ways be,” Kobriger said.

Staying in shape is an in-
centive to keep Kobriger ac-
tive all year.

During  the

briger keeps up
his regiment to
stay ahead of

summer, Ko-

his competitors. 2
“Over the summer I tend to
lift and run every day or ev-
ery other day. I don’t want to
be the slowest one in my sport
so [ want to stay ahead of the

. game. I try to eat good
healthy meals but
; sometimes with
such a busy
schedule it's
hard to do
that, but
I try my
best,”

"0
briger
said.

With  all
his - dedica-
tion, Ko-
briger - plans
on continu-
ing lacrosse
in college.
-“] plan on

playing la-
crosse at ISU on
" the club team that
they have there.
I'm really looking
forward to it be-
cause I want
the challenge
that it is go-
ing to provide
e,” Kobriger said.
Lookmg back ‘on hlgh
school, Kobriger is hap-
py with his sports career.
“It has been fun. I wish it
would have lasted longer but,
I feel like I made the most out
of it and put my whole heart
into it,” Kobriger said.

school
work, - 1
have nev-
er known
any dif
ferent so
it does

never struggled with my
grades. If anything, it elimi-
nates me procrastinating
since I never have time to
procrastinate,” Warkins said.
"Quitting has never crossed
Warkins’ mind.

“I have never thought of
quitting any of the three

sports. I enjoy being involved,

especially since the three

‘weeks I have off over the

year, I sit around and accom-
plish nothing. I have always

“With,

been accustomed to manag-
ing more than one thing at
once, and I think I am a lot
more motivated that way,”
Warkins said.

Warkins feels she won'’t be
able to continue sports in col-
lege due to the competitive-
ness of it.

“Being a three sport athlete
is a fun chapter in my life but
,I am looking forward to hav-
ing a break for once in col-
lege,” Warkins said.

While Warkins isn’t con-
tinuing on, she doesn’t regret
spending so much time on
Sports.

“I enjoy each sport I par-
ticipate in and every coach I
have worked with. I like to
think I am getting the most
out of high school by being
so involved and if I could
for some reason re-do high
school, T wouldn’t do it any
differently,” Warkins said.
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