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Top fifl.ishes 
start season 
the right way 
By Liz Ramos 
Reporter 

Track season opened with 
top finishes for both boys 
and girls. 

Boys 
Winning eight of 16 

events, boys track came in 
second with 81 points at 
their ftrst meet at Rolling 
Meadows on Friday. 

Rolling Meadows scored 
81.5, Maine West had 63.5, 
points and Elgin had 13 
points. 

"I was happy with how 
they did. There were sev­
eral events with only one 
guy in [it), so we had qual­
ity but we needed a little bit 
of quantity," coach Paul 
McLeland said. 

Senior Jeff Foreman 
placed fir:st in high jump, 
breaking an indoor record 
at Rolling Meadows with a 
jump of six feet four inches. 

"I feel pretty good [about 
breaking the record). It's 
okay because it's happened 
before," Foreman said. "I 
won all three of my events. 
I was really proud of that." 

Foreman also placed fl!St 
in the 55-meter high hurdles 
with a time of 8.3 seconds. 

Senior Gunnar Sterne 
placed fl!St in the 800-meter 
with a time of 2:02.2 and 
1600-meter at 4:56.6. 

"I won both my events. 
I was really trying to get 
the Rolling Meadows field 
house record in the 800 but 
I came less than a second 
off," Sterne said. 

Junior Mack Mowen tied 
for fust in the 55-meter dash 
with a time of 6.9 seconds. 

Placing in first for triple 
jump was senior Matt Ban­
non with a jump of 38 feet 
three inches. 

With a time of 58.4 sec­
onds, junior Anthony Venen 
placed first in the 400-meter 
dash. 

The 1600-meter re-
lay placed first with 
a time of 3:47.5. 

Since Jan. 17, the team has 
been treating every practice 
as a chance to get better, get 
in shape, and get stronger. 

"I think the guys that 
were on the team last year 
came prepared and wanted 
to be ready for the season," 
McLeland said. 

The next meet is Tuesday 
against West Aurora and 
Elgin at home. 

Girls 
Girls track won their 

fust meet at home on 
Feb. 8 against Rosary and 
Bartlett. 

The team won with 46 
points, Bartlett came second 
with 45 points, and Rosary 
finished with 3 7 points. 

"The girls split up into big 
sisters and little sisters and 
decorated each others' lock­
ers and that shows unity. I 
feel that all the girls, expe­
rienced and new, competed 
well," coach Bob Maxson 
said. 

Senior captain Meghan 
Nichol placed ftrst with a 
time of 10.41 seconds in 
hurdles. 

"I think I did really well. 
I won hurdles and I got a 
good split for the 4x400 for 
the beginning of the sea­
son," Nichol said. 

Other runners on the 
4x400 were senior captain 
Kaitlyn Anders; junior Lali 
Valdivia, and sophomore 
Erika Macias. The girls 
placed second with a time 
of 4:43. 

Junior Kelsey Sayner 
placed fl!St in the 800-meter 
at 2:46.7 and placed second 
in the 1600-meter at 6:00. 

Anders believes that de­
spite their size, the team 
will be successful. 

"The team and varsity 
did really well and every­
body impacted the results 
somehow," Anders said. 
"We're going to keep work­
ing hard in practices and, 
even though we have a 
small team, we're going to 
have great results at every 
meet." 

The team is ready to chal­
lenge themselves to do bet­
ter and the coaches will be 
there every step of the way. 

"I think the girls know 
that many have more tal­
ent than they've tapped and 
it's fun to watch themselves 
change to step in and be a 
team leader," Maxson said. 
"We know we have some 
talented sprinters, and we 
want to see them step up. 
We have some girls in field 
that will work hard too." 

The next meet is on Sat­
urday at Oswego. 
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Fighting until the 
buzzer sounds 
By Liz Ramos 
Reporter 

worked hard to make it on fast paced and as I have 
varsity for their last year. learned is very hard work to 

Draper is currently out due get to the varsity level. It is fun 
Although boys basketball to a torn ACL and is most and I look forward to playing 

is 4-17, they are fighting un- likely not going to be playing more. It is a breathtaking ex-
. til the timer runs out to win in the last games. perience to run on that floor 

their last games. "Even though I'm injured, every Friday night," Martin 
The team lost 66-44 to West I'll be with my team for what- said. 

Aurora on Friday. ever their needs are and I'll Playing on varsity is unlike 
"To make these last few be there cheering them on no playing at lower levels. 

basketball games the best, matter what," Draper said. "There's a special feeling 
I have taken it upon myself Varsity is an honorable ex- about playing varsity basliet­
to work as hard as I can. So perience according to the se- ball. It's the feeling of you 
when I look back at my last niors. running out for warm ups. 
season no matter what hap- "As a team, we have pushed You hear the band playing 
pened or is going to our figbt song, and 
happen, I know I left IT • b h k · · all. of your friends are 
it all out there," senior lf ts a reat. ta tng expenence there cheering you on, 

Matt said. to run on thatfloor every Fridav in those stupid cos-
Semors on the team :t tumes. It me the 

have the chance to be night. 1 chills sometimes and I 
an example and show think there is nothing 
leadership to their -Senior Jake Martin like it," Zajac said. 
younger teammates. Seniors will miss 

Each senior has teammates and 
grown as a player since ourselves past our comfort coaches as they move on to 
they've joined the team to zone in practice so there college. 
their last games. won't be any let downs in the "I have a family who I 

"As a freshman you think games. Having the last games got to spend every day with 
to yourself, 'man 1 want to of my basketball career is and play basketball. I'm very 
be playing on Friday night; I sad, but it's not over until the thankful for my teammates," 
can't wait for my turn.' Now fl(lal buzzer," senior Matt Pe- Draper said. "I loved playing 
that it's pretty close to com- terson said. at such a high level and being 
ing to the end, I can't believe Pushing each other to play challenged every day." 
it," Zajac said. the best they can in practice The next game is home 

Seniors Jake Martin and and games have made the on Friday against Wheaton 
Ian Draper didn't play on team better. Warrenville South at 7:30 
the team all four years but "Playing on varsity is very p.m. 

Photo by early Tubridy 
Junior Reid Regalado tries to thwart Wheaton North's attempt to score at the game on Jan. 
28. 

Sports 
Wildcat Chronicle February 17, 2011 15 

Injuries cripple chance at state 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Ednor 

With only one swimmer 
placing in a significant spot 
at conference, state may be 
beyond the reach of the boys 
swim team. 

Senior captain Neil Hum­
mer finished third in the I 00 
butterfly with a time of 56.08, 
still2.5 seconds away from the 
state cut. 

In order to make it to state, 
Hummer must have a time of 
53.45 at the sectional meet. 

"[Head coach Nick Parry] 
has seen taper take off up to 
5 seconds, so I definitely still 
have a chance," Hummer said. 

Taper is when swimmers 
have more relaxed practices 
in order to prepare for a big 
meet. 

At the DVC meet, the team 
finished right in the middle. 

"It was the same as always, 
which is code for 'we went 
fourth.' But we did well for 
us," Parry said 

After losing one of the team's 
top two swimmers, senior An­
thony Nolazco, due to a non­
swimming related injury, Parry 

,.;\ ""''& 
to· 

thinks the chance of sending a 
relay to state is very slim. 

"[Nolazco] not being here 
leaves a rather big hole in our 
lineup," Parry said. "Our time 
now with the relay is what it 
was with Anthony a month and 
a half ago, but we still have a 
chance." 

Both Parry and the team 

members are hoping that taper­
ing will greatly improve their 
times, and Hummer believes 
that is the only way to get him­
self to state. 

"To prepare, we're on ta­
per, so I just practice as Nick 
coaches me, eat healthy, get 
lots of sleep, and be as lazy as 
possible outside school," Hum-

mer said. 
Freshman Aidan Culloton is 

not planning on swimming at 
state. 

"I feel improvement from 
the start of the season, and the 
other people on the team have 
improved. It's been a good 
season," Culloton said. 

Senior captain Lucas Mack-

ey also doesn't see himself go­
ing to state, but he is content 
with the season. 

"At DVC I did really good 
and dropped time in the 50 
free and relays," Mackey said. 
"This season was definitely 
better than last." 

The sectional meet is on Sat­
urday at St. Charles North. 

Photo by Alexis Hosticka 

After senior Anthony Nolazco, one of the team's top swimmers, Injured himself, swimmers must take it up a notch to make 
state cuts. Senior Lucas Mackey does just that while on Feb. 9. 
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Skating to the top 

Photos by early Tubridy 

Senior John Gilbertson played defense for the All-State team. (Inset, third from left) Senior 
Luke Somen also played for the team that was made up of the top 40 players in the state. 

By Megan Hernbroth 
Editor in Chief 

Struggling through injuries 
and a tough season, seniors 
Jon Gilbertson and Luke 

Somen were voted into the 
Amateur Hockey Associa­
tion Illinois' all-state hockey 
game on Feb. 7. 

"It's a tremendous honor 

for the program," Whea­
ton West Wild hockey head 
coach Dave Dyson said. "It's 
an individual honor but a 
team honor as well." 

First time at state ends 
well for cheerleaders 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Varsity cheerleading 
stepped up their game, and 
qualified for state for the first 
time. 

"We got second place in 
DVC, which is the highest 
we've ever gotten," coach 
Terri Rohrdanz said. "This is 
also the first year we've quali­
fied for state." 

Varsity performed at state 
in Springfield on Saturday, 
placing eighth out of 16 
teams. 

"We've never done as good 
as we did this year," senior 
captain Haley Goranson said. 
"Our tumbling has improved 
so much, and we have more 
difficult stunts. Overall, we 
used to lose, but now we're · 

really winning." 
Senior captain Keegan 

Johnson is satisfied that varsi­
ty was able to place in state. 

"[Before we arrived] we 
didn't know who our compe­
tition was, but we were happy 
to be there," Johnson said. 
"When we made it to state, 
it was an accomplishment in 
itself." 

However, when she found 
out who was competing, 
Johnson focused on who she 
wanted to defeat. 

"! wanted to beat Naper­
ville Central. We beat them 
at DVC and wanted to beat 
them again," Johnson said. 

Goranson wanted to dis­
prove the myth that varsity 
was unable to succeed. 

"[Other schools] usually 
don't look at us as competi-

tion, they don't expect us to 
wm anything," Goranson 
said. "We stepped it up and 
they looked worried to go 
against us. It's about time we 
get recognition from other 
sports." 

At DVC, varsity competed 
against seven other schools. 

"We have always gotten 
seventh, so we were expect­
ing to do better, but we were 
extremely happy we got sec­
ond place," Rohrdanz said. 

Rohrdanz hired a choreog­
rapher and had music profes­
sionally done, in order to step 
up their game before DVC. 

"All the other schools that 
have the most successful 
squads are the ones who have 
the choreographers and pro­
fessional music," Rohrdanz 
said. 

No regrets despite disappointment 
By Giuliana LaMantia 
Reporter 

Although there was disap­
pointment at sectionals, girls 
gymnastics was still satisfied 
with a good season. 

"None of us qualified for 
state, but we had fun," senior 
KristimrTerry said. 

Terry individually quali­
fied for beam, vault, and all 
around at the sectionals meet 
Feb. 8 at Lake Park High 
School. 

This year was Terry's sec­
ond year qualifying for sec­
tionals. 

"Before sectionals I was re­
ally nervous, but I knew no 
matter what happened I had 
to go for every trick I had 
with every ounce of strength 
and confidence I had in me, 
and that in the end I would 
be proud of myself no matter 
what," Terry said. 

To prepare, the girls had 
short, but not stressful, prac­
tices. 

"Since I didn't qualify for 
sectionals on floor, I was re­
ally shooting for beam," Ter­
ry said. 

According to Terry, her 
strengths are beam and floor, 

and not letting pressure or 
disappointment get to her 
head during a meet. 

"My goals were to just do 
the best I could and qualify 
for state," Terry said. 

Unfortunately, the team did 
not qualify for state; however 
they were happy with how 
the season went. 

"At sectionals, we all did 
the best we could, we had 
many difficulties and falls 
and disappointments, but ali­
in-all we had a fun meet and 
a great season, and I'm glad I 
got to meet all of those girls 
this season," Terry said. 

The all-state hockey game 
is compiled of the top 40 play­
ers in the state, as voted by 
other varsity coaches around 
the state. The boys then com­
pete on separate teams of 20. 

"The level of play is just 
ridiculous," Dyson said. "All 
of these guys are college cali­
ber. The hockey powerhouses 
will be well-represented and 
we were right there with 
them." 

Somen, forward, experi­
enced the game for the first 
time, but was not surprised 
by his participation. 

"It felt good to be chosen, 
butlwasexpectingit," Somen 
said. "I was honored." 

Although this was Somen's 
first time competing at the 
all-state level, Gilbertson, 
defense, was back for round 
two after competing the year 
before. 

"This year was mostly the 
same as last year, but I w~sn't 
nervous this year because it 
was my second time doing 
it," Gilbertson said. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Gilbertson struggled 
through the season due to in­
jury, but was still voted by the 
other coaches to compete. 

"It shows how highly [oth­
er coaches] regard Jon," Dy­
son said. "He struggled with 
injuries this year and missed 
some games. The coaches all 
still thought enough of him 
to vote for him. It's a real tes­
tament to what he's done and 
his reputation. They consider 
him to be an elite guy." 

Gilbertson's and Somen's 
team ultimately lost 8-5, but 
both were pleased with how 
the game went. 

"I played hard and I knew 
guys from all over the place so 
it was fun competing against 
them," Somen said. 

Gilbertson was also pleased 
with his performance in the . game. 

"The game went well," 
Gilbertson said. "We lost, 
but other than that it was 
good. I knew kids from other 
teams in our league that had 
played." 

Photo by Keyuri Parmar 
Senior Meagan Radloff defends against Glenbard North dur­
ing the game on Jan. 27. 

String of losses 
end at first round 
of regionals 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Perspectives Editor 

After a string of losses, re-· 
gionals started out with a win 
against York on Tuesday with 
a score of 50-46. 

The girls are currently 16-
1 0 overall and 7-7 in confer­
ence. 

"Regionals is a chance to 
a new start. We want to win 
the regional championship 
game," coach Kim Wallner 
said. 

In preparation for the re­
gional game against York 
the girls scouted them and 
worked on plays they have to 
run against them offensively 
and defensively. 

"We need to start hitting 
shots on offense, sometimes 
we miss easy shots. We also 

need to work on executing 
better and our half court of­
fense," senior Taylor Ballek 
said. 

The game against Naper­
ville Central at home on Feb. 
5 involved many distractions. 

A small fire in the ·school 
set the fue alarm off dur­
ing the game, and caused an 
evacuation with 55 seconds 
left in the game. 

Once the all clear was given 
the girls finished the remain­
ing seconds, losing 5245. 

"We've been losing by 
three, five, and seven points. 
We haven't been able .to win 
those close games," Wallner 
said. 

At the end of the game the 
girls had to foul and Naper­
ville Central. Despite their ef­
fort the girls still lost. 
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