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Photo by early Tubridy 
Junior Payton Bayless digs the ball at the match against St. 
Charles East on Nov. 2. 

Successful season 

ends at sectionals 
By Yasmyn McGee 
Features Editor 

From DVC champs to re­
gional champs, girls volley­
ball ended the season with 
the best record they've had in 
31 years; 30-8. 

At sectionals Nov. 2 the 
Wildcats lost to St.. Charles 
East 30-28 and 25-18, closing 
the season. 

"We just did not play our 
best. It was disappointing to 
end it not having the team 
perform their best," coach 
Kris Hasty said. 

Outside player junior Julia 
Conard agreed but appreci­
ated the heartfelt support. 

"It was a really hard loss but 
we had an amazing crowd; 
we're grateful for that," Co­
nard said. 

Despite this loss, Hasty de­
scribed the year as "unbeliev­
able." 

"What a great year. We 
set goals that we would ad­
vance as far as we did and we 
[achieved] them," Hasty said. 
"But the team really wanted 
it. They made commitments 
[to train] over the summer 
with club and camp and they 

knew they had a good shot 
[in going far]. They got along 
on and off the court and had 
commitment and dedica­
tion." 

Conard was glad of the 
team's efforts in exceeding 
their goals. 

"I was really proud of all 
the girls and coaches and 
what we accomplished [this 
year]. We all should feel 
proud of ourselves," Conard 
said. 

The hard work paid off, 
earning them the title of not 
only DVC champs but re­
gional champs. 

"It was a great match with 
St. Charles North, lots of 
back and forth. We won 25-
23 and what a way to win. It 
was a hard fought match," 
Hasty said. 

Hasty looks forward to 
building from this year's suc­
cess into next year's season. 

"We've been in a position 
as a winner and are respect­
ed. [Next year we] need to ftll 
spots for varsity and carry up­
beat momentum into off-sea­
son with club and camp. We 
need to start gelling as early 
as summer," Hasty said. 
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Going the distance 
By Helene Sankovitch 
Reporter 

The boys and girls cross 
country season wrapped up 
with senior Gunnar Sterne 
competing at state. 

Boys 
At the state meet in Peoria 

on Oct. 30, Sterne came in 
33rd place ou.t of 210 with a 
time of 14:54 for the three­
mile course. 

"Overall, I was happy with 
my time and my place. This 
year's competition was a lot 
better than previous years be­
cause I would've been in the 
top 20 with my same time in 
last year's state meet," Sterne 
said·. 

Boys cross country had 
some disappointments along 
the way, but an overall great 
season, according to coach 
Paul McLeland. 

"Some of the meets were 
the bestwe ever did. I thought 
we were going to be okay [as a 
team]. but we did better than 
my expectations," McLeland 
said. 

Senior Derrik Pietrobon 
competed in sectionals and 
had a personal best. 

"I didn't do as well as I ex­
pected, but I ran a personal 
best by 14 seconds. Person­
ally I did well but my overall 
goal wasn't achieved," Pietro­
bon said. 

Girls 
' Girls cross country coach 

Bob Maxson is proud of the 
team, although there were 
some surprises throughout 
the season. 

"We were in a very difficult 
regional. Essentially, all the 
girls ran the best race of their 
whole lives at regionals and 

. DVC," Maxson said. 
"I was surprised our best 

runner from last year was in­
jured all year, [out] the girls 
ran faster as a team this year 
than they did last year. Our 
top girls didn't run as well as 
our top girls last year," Max­
son said. 

As for next year, the girls 
are worried about losing their 
top runners, but determined 
to run faster. 

"We're hoping to do just 
as well as we did this year. 
We're losing two of our top 
girls, but I'm hoping we can 
do better than this year," ju­
nior Diana Serio said. 

Photo courtesy of Gunnar Sterne 
Senior Gunnar Sterne placed 33rd at sectionals on Nov. 2. 
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Uphill 
battleJin 
final game 
By Sarah Berger 
Center Spread Editor 

After a successful sea­
son, the varsity boys soc­
cer team managed to hold 
their own in the DVC, 
placing fifth with a · 2-3-2 
record, as well as an over­
all record of 7-9-6. 

The boys played hard at 
the regional game against 
Naperville North on Oct. 
23, but not enough to win 
the game, they lost 2-1. 

"Our team's perfor­
mance was much improved 
in the second half ·com­
pared to the first. Unfortu­
nately, we gave up a goal 
in the first two minutes of 
the game which made the 
game an uphill battle from 
the start," coach Steve 
Brugmann said. 

The boys put up a fight, 
but soccer is a difficult 
game to win. 

"I felt that we should 
have won. We had so many 
opportunities to score. The 
other team only had about 
two to three opportuni­
ties to score, but they took 
those opportunities to put 
them in [to score a goal]. 
That's how soccer is; all 
that counts is the teal)l that 
scores the most goals, even 
though you may be domi­
nating the whole game," 
senior Aldair Vega said. 

Despite losing the re­
gional game, the boys are 
still proud of their achieve­
ments. 

"The season definitely 
went extremely well, we 
had more of a connection 
than past years," senior 
captain Adrian Porcayo 
said. 

Seniors will be missed as off-season starts 
By Amber Del Rio 
Reporter 

The football team wrapped 
up their season with a final 
record of 1-8 as seniors hung 
up the jerseys of their high 
school career. 

The boys lost to Naperville 
North 31-14 on Oct. 22. 

"We didn't play nearly 
as well as we expected. We 
didn't reach our potential," 
senior quarterback Evan Ber­
nard said. 

Wildcat touchdowns were 
scored by Bernard and senior 
wide receiver Sean Paler. 

Despite a tough season, .. 

head varsity coach Paul 
Reinke saw improvements 
throughout the year. 

"Strength-wise and speed­
wise, we took a step forward. 
Offensively and defensively 
we did a lot better than we 
did in the 2009 season," Re­
inke said. 

Though the season ended 
unsuccessfully, senior ath­
letes will miss playing for the 
school. 

"It's sad knowing that 
that's the last time you're go­
ing to be in that environment 
with all your best friends," 
Bernard said. 

Not only will the seniors 

miss the football program, 
but coaches and athletes still 
in the program will miss the 
seniors as well. 

"The senior class will be 
hard to replace. They're an 
enjoyable group of kids to be 
around and coach. They will 
be missed," Reinke said. 

Returning athletes will be­
gin their off-season workouts 
for next season after Thanks­
giving. Workouts will include 
lifting and other strength­
building exercises. 

The returning athletes will 
not begin to work with the 
football until the coming 
spring. 

Photo by Amber Del Rio 
Senior Evan Bernard dishes the ball to senior Brad Wilson 
against Naperville North on Oct. 22. Seniors were sad to be 
playing their fiMI game. 
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trong defense kf!Y 
By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Ednor 

Despite starting the sea­
son Viith injuries the Whea­
ton West Wild hockey team 
dominates the league with a 
record of 5-2. 

"We've fmally got a full 
bench. The third and fourth 
lines really make a differ­
ence," varsity coach Dave 
Dyson said. 

On Nov. 7 the boys strug­
gled against the Andrew Bolts 
and lost 6-4. 

"(We played] awful. We 
didn't come out strong," se­
nior Nick Shurba said. 

The boys couldn't get ahead 
and had to keep playing catch 
up. Despite that game, Dyson 

is pleased with how the boys 
are playing this season. 

"We're playing extraordi­
nary team defense," Dyson 
said. 

Senior Jon Gilbertson 
stands out as a key player. 

"Jon Gilbertson is a phe­
nomenal defenseman," Dy-
son said. 

Gilbertson received all­
state last year as a junior. 

Along with great defense, 
sophomore goalie Kyle Niel­
son is top in the league with 
three shutouts. Competition 
Within the league is intense. 

"Wheaton Warrenville 
South, Glenbard, and Lyons 
Township are good competi­
tion. We have very spirited 
games with them," Dyson 

Online voters honor 

Conard with award 
By Liz Ramos 
Reporter 

Years of volleyball training, 
dedication, and hard work 
has resulted in Athletics 2000 
awarding junior Julia Conard 
athlete of the month. 

"[Athletic director 
Doug] Mullaney was 
the ftrst to know and he 
came up to me to con­
gratulate me and I didn't 
even know. I was just 
really surprised," 
Conard said. 

Conard 
thought a 
girl from 
Bennett 
Academy 
would 
h ave 
w o n 
athlete of 
the month, 
which is se-
lected through 
online voting on 
www.athletics2000. 
com. 
. "There are a cou­

ple girls from Ben­
nett Academy that 
were ahead of me 
in the polls," Conard 
said. 

Conard has 
worked hard 
the season. 

"I'm really grateful for it." 
Conard believes next sea­

son will go well. 
"Next year should be an­

other good season. We have 
a lot more confidence in our­
selves. I think more students 

will come to our games," 
Conard said. "[The 

awar!f] is a confi­
dence booster [for 
next year]." 

Conard started 
playing volleyball 

when she was in 
fifth grade. 

"My old­
er sister 
played 
when 
I was 

younger. 
I kind 
of went 
with it," 
Conard 
s aid . 
" I ' v e 

b e e n 
playing 
club for 
five or six 
years." 
Conard 

enjoys volley­
ball because 

of the energy. 
"I like the 

energy on 
the court. 

"I think I have 
worked hard for 
a really long time 
and I'm glad for 
the recognition 
and there's a ' lot 
of great competi­
tion," Conard said. 

"There's 
never really a 
dull moment. 
Sometimes 
smacking the 
ball down feels 
·really · good," 

Photo by early Tubridy Conard said. 
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said. 
· Outside of the league Rock­
ford is a state powerhouse, 
winning multiple champion­
ships in previous years. 

"That's a team you have to 
work hard against. Hopefully 
we get that chance at the end 
of the year," Dyson said. 

The team is a co-op of 
Wheaton North, Wheaton 
Academy, and West Chica­
go. 

Dyson has faith in his team 
and believes the team will go 
far this year. 

"With the caliber of talent, 
the expectation is a league 
championship," Dyson said. 

With hard work Dy­
son would like to see a state 
championship as well. 

"We have the pieces to 
work towards [state]." Dyson 
said. 

A lot of the boys show 

leadership skills and Dy­
son likes to let the captains 
pick themselves by seeing 
who steps up. 

"We're loaded with good 
leadership. That's one 
thing we're not lacking," 
Dyson said. 

One thing they are lack­
ing, however, is support 
from students. 

"There are a lot of mis­
conceptions about high 
school hockey. I encour­
age everyone to come and 
check out a game. We 
love seeing students at the 
games. It really increases 
the energy on the ice," Dy­
son said. 

The next game is against 
JCA Minooka at 6 p.m. at 
International Ice Center 
in Romeoville on Sunday. 
Center Ice of DuPage 
the team's home rink. 

15 

Sports beyond high school 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Six seniors will further ' 
their sports careers at Divi­
sion I colleges. 

Mary Connolly signed to 
DePaul for softball; Kelly 
Dunn signed to the Univer­
sity of Nebraska in Lincoln 
for swimming; Keegan John­
son signed to Baylor Univer­
sity for cheerleading; Emily 
Paschke signed to Northern 
Illinois University for volley­
ball; Meagan Radloff signed 
to Eastern Illinois University 
for soccer; and Dane Sauer 
also signed to Eastern Illinois 
University for baseball. They 
signed Nov. 10. 

Connolly committed to 
DePaul with a full ride. 

"In seventh grade I had the 
idea that I wanted to keep go­
ing with it and pursue it [in 
college]." Connolly said. 

Connolly is thankful for 
her opportunity. 

"You can only be grateful 
to be given that opportunity 

to go to a great school with a 
full ride," Connolly said. 

Th(;! University of Ne­
braska offered Dunn a 36 
percent scholarship for swim­
ming, and she is also eligible 
for an academic scholarship 
that could bump it up to 75 
percent. Dunn immediately 
knew where her future would 
start. 

"When I got offered [the 
scholarship]. I knew right 
then and there that's where I 
wanted to be," Dunn said. 

Johnson received a partial 
scholarship to Baylor for com­
petitive cheerleading. She did 
gymnastics, but started cheer­
leading as a freshman. 

"I have been dreaming to 
go to a Division I school ever 
since elementary school, but 
I always thought I would be 
signing to do gymnastics, not 
cheerleading," Johnson said. 

Johnson is proud of herself 
and of the squad. 

"[They] helped me get 
where I am today," Johnson 
said. 

Paschke received a full 
tuition to Northern for vol­
leyball. She has been play­
ing since middle school, and 
started club freshman year. 

"When I started playing 
club, I knew if I put in hard 
effort I could go to a good 
school like this," Paschke 
said, "! was really excited 
and proud of the work I put 
into this. I'm looking forward 
to !JlY experience." 

Radloff has been playing 
soccer since kindergarten. 

"After talking with ihe 
coach [at Eastern], I was so 
happy when she offered me 
a scholarship. I'm just so ex­
cited to finally be going to 
college," Radloff said. 
. Sauer was offered a 50 per­
cent scholarship .for baseball 
at Eastern. 

"I'm excited to further my 
baseball career in college," 
Sauer said. "[For students 
planning on going to a Divi­
sion 1 school],justtry and get 
recognized, and never give up 
on your dreams." 

.......... -....,...,.... .---..----. 

Photo by Kristiflll Manibo 
Celebrating signing with D1 !Schools (from left) seniors Keegan Johnson, \l:'eaganl'!adl-
ofl, Kelly Dunn, Mary Connolly, Emily Paschke, and Dane Sauer. · 
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3 ~~)seconds before the block 

By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

After months of practice 
and training, it can all come 
down to a few minutes, or 
seconds, of racing. For 
swimmers, the 30 seconds 
before they hit the water 
are full of emotions, 
thoughts, and one goal: 
to win the race. 

"Usually I visual­
ize my race and think 
about what I've prac­
ticed," senior captain 
Kelly Dunn said. "I 
say a quick prayer 
before I start, 
and I'm t4inking 
about calming 
myself down; # 

giving myself a l1. 
pep talk." !J· 

For many of t h e 
other swimmers, t h o s e 
30 seconds are nerve-wrack­
ing. 

"I get really nervous and I 
try not to psych myself out 
and think about what [head 
coach Nick Parry] has told 
me," sophomore Yvette Kruk 
said. "[Nick's] normally 
jumping and down 
o· n 

4 

I 
/ ties, there is one long whis-

'J j/,f scream-1' ing." 
) Parry 

may not be 
racing, but 

he still feels 
the pressure 

of each race, and 
tries to help the 
swimmers through 
each one. 
"The official 

blows the whistle five 
short times," Parry said, go­

ing through the procedures. 
"That's when I'm thinking, 
'Are they where they're sup­
posed to be? No caps ripped, 
no goggles have bro-
ken.'" 

A f t e r 
t h o s e 
w his ·/ ' 

r 

tle and the girls climb onto 
the starting blocks. 

"At that point I'm looking 
at who they're swimming 
against, and it's totally non­
objective, I'm just thinking, 
'oh, she looks good' 0r what­
ever and then I'll look at the 
heat sheet and see who they're • 
swimming against, if I recog­
nize any of the names. 

"Once they're off the block, 
it's out of my hands. I'll just 
yell out one specific thing at 
them to help, but then I'm a 
cheerleader," Parry said. 

For junior Chelsea Mad­
sen, all that Parry has drilled 
into her at practice is go­
ing through her head as she 
stands at the block before the 
race. 

"I just think about all the 
stuff Nick has told me," 
Madsen said. "I get nervous 
but usually I get over it, and 
when I hear the whistle, I 
know it's time to go, and I'm 
ready." 

For sophomore Maya 
Skorupski, each race is an in­
timidating experience. 

"I get nervous and freak 
myself out while I'm stand­
ing there," Skorupski said. 

Senior Tori Riban can hear 
Parry and her team cheering 
her on. 

"They're normally yelling, 
'go Riban!' or 'kick!' or some­
thing else that I have to do 
during my race," Riban said. 

, -- ---, ,_. - - - -- ~ 
~ 

Results 
DVCRESULTS 

Fifth place at DVC as a team 

DVCCHAMPS 
100 free style, 52.27 DVC conference meet record 
(senior Kelly Dunn) 
·100 backstroke, 59.97 (sophomore'Maya Skorupski) 

Second place in the 400 freestyle relay (Dunn, 
Skorupski, sophomore Yvette Kruk, senior Tori Riban) 
Third place in the 200 medley relay (Dunn, Skorupski, 
Kruk, freshman Nicole Reitz). 

SECTIONAL RESULTS 

Fourth place in 200 medley relay: 1:49.45 
(Skorupski, Reitz, Kruk, Dunn) 
(Sophomore Theresa Hock, Riban, Kruk, Skorupski) 
Third place in 100 backstroke: 58.58 (Skorupski) 
Fourth place in 'the 400 freestyle relay: 3:35.36 
(Skorupski, Hock, Dunn, Kruk) 

First place and new pool record in 200 freestyle: 
1:54.12 (Dunn) 
Second place in 100 freestyle: 52.39 (Dunn) 
Sixth place in 200 freestyle relay: 1:39.83 

Favre overstays his welcome 116 yards lost, according 
tonfl.com 

We're also seeing Fa­
vre's ego kick into over­
drive. He's not ready to 
quit and he . is showing 
that. 

By Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

Brett Favre is a legend­
ary quarterback. 

Favre has received MVP 
three times, is a Super 
Bowl champ, and has led 
the Vikings and the Pack­
ers to eight division cham­
pionships and five NFC 
championships. 

He has started in 292 
consecutive games since 
1992 with the Packers. 

However, he has passed 
his prime and it's time for 
him to hang up his jersey. 

As of now, in his 20th 
season, Favre has just nine 
touchdowns compared to his 
13 interceptions, according to 
nll.com. 

In 1996 as a Green Bay 
Packer, Favre also threw 13 
interceptions but that can 
be overlooked due to the 39 
touchdowns he threw, and 
3,899 yards he accumulated. 

His rating has dropped 
drastically from last year's 
107.2 to this year's 72.2. 

Yes, despite the fact that he 
was a Packer,. I can admit he 
was a phenomenal quarter­
back. 

Carly Tubridy 
Sports Editor 

However, Favre is 41 years 
old and injuries are starting 
to become a real factor. 

According to sportsillus­
trated.com, on Nov; 5, Favre 
experienced three injuries in 
the course of one game: an­
kle, chin, and foot. 

A younger quarterback 
probably would not have had 
these issues, or at least not to 
the same degree. 

Plus, as he ages, his quick­
ness is slowing so he can't 
handle blitzes as he once 
could. 

He has been sacked 17 
times this ye.ar with a total of 

He's grasping at his last 
bits of fame with commer­
cials and his latest scandel 
with,in his personal life. 

Ego plus being a leg­
endary quarterback is the 
only thing keeping him on 
the field. 

He won't be benched, 
it just won't happen, but 
it's about time for coaches 
for to recognize he is not 
Jiving up to his name ~y­
more. 
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