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At a home game on the football field against Sandburg High School, senior Brad Cole (front,
right) blocks an opponent, while goalie Brandon Rhodes (background) waits in anticipation.

~omeback kids

Varsity lacrosse season comes to an end as
opponents question ‘what’s in their water?”

By Megan Hernbroth

Features Editor

Coming back from last
year’s disappointing season,
the boys lacrosse team is tak-
ing measures to make sure
they end this season as the
school’s biggest comeback
story.

“This team has grown
leaps and bounds from last
year,” said head coach David
Pater. “We are more mature,
knowledgeable, and skillful
than last year. We took a ton
of hard losses last season and
the boys took that hardship
and turned it into a positive
with a hard off-season. That
hard off-season is now pay-
ing dividends because we
have done a complete turn-
around.” :

With a positive record, the
team will head to the play-
offs. Dates and results were
unknown as of press time.

Playing Sandburg for the
second time on May 20, the
team ended the regular sea-
son with a 9-4 win.

At Waubonsie Valley on
May 18, the team was defeat-
ed with a score of 24-5.

The team competed in
a tournament at Marmion
Academy on May 15, and
finished second overall, los-
ing to Grayslake in the finals
with a score of 6-4.

“I think we played well
throughout the tournament,”
said junior Austin Barber. “It
was hard to play six games in
one day, but we played well.”

Barber plays attack, the
main offensive position.

“[My job] is to score goals,”

said Barber. “We condition
really hard in our own way,
but I couldn’t say if it’s hard-
er or easier. [Playing attack]
is hard in its own way.”

At the last game on the
football field at home on
May 13, the team competed
against Marmion Academy
and kept their winning streak
on the field, winning 15-3.

“We weren't so surprised
[to win],” said Barber. “We
outplayed them throughout
the game. It was our big mo-
mentum booster for the end
of the season.”

Competing against Geneva
away on May 11, the team
came out on top of the rivalry
with a score of 17-5.

“It was intense,” said ju-
nior Matt Iannacco. “There
was a lot of tension between
the teams but we kept our
heads and fought through the
game.”

Iannacco plays midfield, a
mix of offense and defense.

“My job is to get the ball
out of defense and to the
other side of the field for of-
fense,” said Iannacco. “It’s
pretty much sprinting down
the field, so it can be really
hard.”

Against Wheaton North at
home on May 6, the team lost
with a score of 10-5.

“Last time we played them,
we lost really badly,” said Ian-
nacco. “But we've gotten bet-
ter and gave them a challenge
this time.”

At the team’s second game
on the football field on April
29, they defeated Home-
wood-Flossmoor with a close
score of 7-6.

“It was cool to-have fans
come to our games,” said
junior Darrek Sams. “We've
been playing really well on
the field.”

Sams plays long stick mid-
field, a big part of overall de-
fense. .

“I pick up the ball after we
win the face-off,” said Sams,
“and if we don’t get it I play
defense instead of only the
three defensemen.”

Competing at York on
April 27, the team won with
a score of 10-7.

“We weren't supposed to
beat [York] but we did,” said
Sams. “The other teams were
joking and asking us what
was in our water that we were
able to beat York.”

As for next year, Pater is
hoping the juniors will be able
to take over what this year’s
seniors will leave behind.

“Our goals for next sea-
son are to build off of our
accomplishments and work
hard in the off-season,” said
Pater. “We are losing a group
of seniors that carried our
team this season. Replacing
those players is going to be
extremely difficult and we
must work that much harder
in the off-season to have suc-
cess next year. Seasons are
won and lost in the off-season
preparations.” .

Senior Scott Wheeland
knows the team’s good for-
tune will continue. .

“Our team did great. I re-
ally think we gave everything
we had, every game. I'm
going to miss playing with
them. This is a great group of
guys,” said Wheeland.
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