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-------Season Wrap-Ups 

Tight finish for championship title 
Softball reigns DVC champ once more 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

Glenbard North 's loss 
ended a contentious fight be­
tween the Wildcats and the 
Panthers, which allowed the 
Wildcats to claim the DVC 
championship title for the 
second time in four years. 

"It feels awesome to win 
the DVC title twice in my ca­
reer," said senior Kaity Olson. 
"[Winning] makes me realize 
how talented of a team we 
have, and how blessed I am 
to play with such competi­
tive, and amazing people." 

On May 19, the girls lost 2-
0 to Naperville North, putting 
their record one win ahead of 
the Panthers. Although wor­
ried that they would tie for 
DVC, the Panthers stumbled, 
losing toN aperville North on 

Friday, solidifying the Wild­
cats well-deserved title. 

Their regular season ended 
with a record of 24-9-l . 

Olson believes that the 
team gelled better together 
this year, which has led to 
much of their success. 

"I think we have improved 
a lot compared to any of the 
years before. We definitely 
have the chemistry, we all get 
along so well and are so com­
patible with one another, and 
we just blend together as one 
when we play," said Olson. 

A first year on varsity, ju­
nior Jenny Goldsmith knows 
what they are capable of. 

"Our biggest strength is 
definitely our offense; we've 
been hitting great this year. 
We've done really well de­
fensively though too," said 
Goldsmith. 

Olson believes the team has 
finally come to terms with the 
mental aspect of the game. 

"We have learned to keep 
our heads up and play the 
game until the end without 
giving up no matter what the 
score is," said Olson. 

Goldsmith believes tighten­
ing up hits is a necessity. 

"Our biggest weakness is 
just that some games the hits 

24-9-1 
don't come at the key times. 
We'll still hit well but just not 
be able to string the hits to­
gether to bring runs in," said 
Goldsmith. 

And with the post season 
starting, the five seniors have 
realized that their time to­
gether is limited. Olson wants 

Track: Strongest season 
yet for boys, girls teams 
Continued from page 1 

see her working extra hard 
to get more relay teams to 
state. She wasn't just in it for 
herself." 

And although Eichenberg­
er's win was one of the high­
lights of the track season, 
many athletes made their 
way to the state competition 
as well. 

GIRLS 
With a state champion and 

personal bests achieved, the 
girls varsity track team has 
done significantly better than 
last year. 

"A couple of our veterans 
worked very hard to wrap up 
their careers with a lot more 
success than in past years," 
said Maxson. 

The 4x800 relay team, com­
prised of senior Tanya Star­
key, along with juniors Lucy 
Fuentes and Meghan Nich­
ol, and sophomore Kelsey 
Sayner qualified for state at 
the May 14 sectionals. 

"I'm soproudofthe team," 
said Starkey. "We worked re­
ally hard to make it there, and 
it really paid off." 

And although they didn't 
win, Starkey ran her leg of 
the race in a personal best 
time of 2:24. 

"In the 4x800 relay, Tan­
ya Star key ran her lifetime 
best time and I think the re-

Junior Mayurl Parmar and sophomore Diana Serlo run the 
two-mile race at sectionals on May 14. 

lay [team] did themselves 
proud," said Maxson. 

BOYS 
At sectionals on Friday, the 

team qualified four events to 
state: senior Matt Kubik with 
the 100, 200, and pole vault, 
while junior Jeff Foreman 
qualified for the high jump. 

"[This has] been the best 
team we've had since 2004," 
said head coach Paul McLe­
land. 

Overall, the team scored in 
nine of the 18 events. 

McLeland is confident with 
Foreman and Kubik's abili­
ties for the state competition. 

Foreman broke the high 
jump record at the Waubon­
sie Classic on May 1, jump-

ing six feet , seven inches. 
At fust, he was nervous 

about the season, but since 
that meet, his confidence has 
grown. 

"In the beginning, it wasn't 
that great," said Foreman. 
"But once outdoor started, it 
really picked up." 

With pole vaulting as his 
strongest event, Kubik is 
looking forward to placing at 
state. 

"It's been more of a chal­
lenge than most years, but 
I'm hoping to take state in the 

· pole vault or hopefully in the 
100 and 200," said Kubik. 

The season ends with the 
state meet Thursday through 
Saturday. 
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As the ball files In her direction, sophomore Rachel Johnson 
prepares to catch. 

her younger teammates to 
know that the seniors have 
faith in them. 

"I want the underclassmen 
to know that they are super 
strong. Regardless of if we 
are gone next year, they are 

still going to be really talent­
ed and be very successful," 
said Olson. 

The Wildcats hosted re­
gionals on Tuesday. Results 
were not available as of press 
time. 

Immortalized athletes 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor In Chief 

Sportsmanship is a certain mentality that exceptionally 
gifted athletes have; one that strives for fail' play, courtesy 
towards not only teammates but to opponents, decent be­
havior and integrity on and off the field, and taking grace 
in losing even though you tried your hardest to win. 

This past week, the photos of the newest All-Conference 
and State Qualifying athletes for the fall and winter sea­
sons were displayed in the athletic hallway. The Wildcat 
Chronicle would like to commend each and every one of 
these athletes for their amazing feats, and joining the pres­
tigious wall of great athletes past and present. This school 
prides itself on its athletic programs, and the school spirit 
for which they're founded on. From football to soccer, vol­
leyball to softball, or swimming to wrestling, coaches are 
working to make the best athletic programs, and with these 
gifted athletes, our programs only grow stronger. 

Kathy Fletcher - Volleyball - All-Conference 2009 · 
Julia Conard - Volleyball - All-Conference 2009 
Caitlyn Madsen- Swimming- State Qualifier 2010 
Maria Sedjo - Swimming - State Qualifier 2010 
Kelly Loftus- Swimming- State Qualifier 2010 
Kelly Dunn- Swimming- State Qualifier 2010 
Maya Skorupski- Swimming- State Qualifier 2010 
Yvette Kruk- Swimming- State Qualifier 2010 
Blake Zumpano - Football- All-Conference 2009 
Dorian Carrasco - Soccer - All-Conference 2009 
Robert Windisch- Golf- All-Conference 2009 
Blair Skarin - Golf -All-Conference 2009 
Gunnar Sterne - Cross Country - State Qualifier 2009 
Jessica Baids- Basketball- All-Conference 2010 
Kristina Terry- Gymnastics- All-Conference 2010 
Anthony Nolazco- Swimming- All-Conference 2010 
Jon White- Wrestling- All-Conference and 

State Qualifier 20 10 
Nick Carnot- Wrestling- All-Conference 20 I 0 
Robert Svestka- Wrestling- All-Conference 2010 

Congratulations, and the Wildcat Chronicle wishes the 
best for your future plans. We also hope you will continue 
displaying your great sportsmanship and Wildcat pride. 

Wildcat Chronicle 
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Junior Mary Rojas dribbles the ball down the field, trying to 
get around the competition. 

Soccer ends 
after easy win 
Postseason halts at second regionals game 

By Keyuri Parmar 
Reporter 

After defeating Willow­
brook on May 14 in the flrst 
round of re-

team effort." 
The South Elgin tourna­

ment towards the beginning 
of the season on March 22 
was the highlight of the sea-

son because 
gionals, girls 
soccer lost to 
Schaumburg 
on May 18 

10-15-1 
the team 
beat teams 
that a lot of 

in the second 
round which brought an end 
to their season. 

The flrst regional game 
against Willowbrook was an 
easy game for the girls, with a 
6-1 victory, but they lost their 
second game against Scha­
umburg with a 4-l loss plac­
ing them fifth in regionals. 

"Against Schaumburg we 
played well and kept up the 
fust half but the second half 
we let go," senior Anna Mer­
caldo said. 

Overall they were 10-15-1. 
Coach Cesar Gomez was 

unable to attend regionals but 
he was glad the team won the 
fust round. 

"We wanted to get further 
than the fust round of region­
als but aiming high and not 
getting there is okay because 
we will do better next year," 
Gomez said. 

Throughout the season the 
girls improved on touch and a 
lot of stepped up their game. 

"We have a team with 
heart, and like a family we 
are really connected," said 
junior Rachel Thomas. "We 
play for each other which is 
really important and have a 

other schools 
couldn't. 

"Other schools' . coaches 
have told them, they don't 
give up no matter what the 
score is," said Gomez. 

The best game was against 
Naperville Central on May 6, 
even though they lost 2-0. 

"It's hard to celebrate a loss, 
but when you play well and 
to your potential, it makes 
sense," said Gomez. 

Junior Megan Radloff is 
thinking about next year. 

"We need to work on at­
tacking for next year. Playing 
in DVC is hard because we 
play against teams that have 
a lot more potential," Radloff 
said. 

The girls improved their 
fluidity by communicating 
better on the field and keep­
ing possession of the ball. 

"We worked on ball work 
and aggression, the whole 
thing, just making sure we 
were winning balls from peo­
ple and playing more fluidly 
with people," said Mercaldo. 

Next year Gomez wants to 
. make sure the girls are men­
tally confident and don't lose 
mentally before the game 
starts. 
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Dramatic final games 
By CarlyTubridy 
Reporter 

A rocky boys volleyball 
season came to an end with a 
loss to South Elgin on Mon­
day during the first regional 
match, 25-20 and 25-22. 

Their record was 12-24. 

12-24 
"I didn't feel like we played 

together," said head coach 
Kris Hasty. 

After previously beating 
Elgin, Hasty thinks the team 
may have taken Elgin on too 
lightly this time around. 

"Wins, losses, [or] seed 
doesn't mean anything. Any 
team can wift; on any given 
night," said Hasty. "[They] 
need to overcome mistakes 
and strive to be the best we 
can be. We should be able to 
answer the question 'have I 
done my best?' with a yes." 

Hasty would like to see an 
improvement with the boys' 
mentality during games. 

"In order to win we need to 
get everyone involved and be 
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Senior Gordo Tirado digging the opponent's spike. 

aggressive. There is no pres­
sure on us, so we just need to 
get out and play ball," said 
Hasty. 

At their final home game 
on May 18 they lost to Na­
perville CentraL 

Even though the boys won 
the first game, Naperville 
came back to win the final 
two. 

"It's hard to regroup. We 
have to get used to getting 
people in the line up. We 
have to get back to the level 
we were playing at before the 
injuries," said Hasty. 

Hasty was a little frustrated 
with the season and lielieved 
the athletes could play better. 

"Our kids need to step up 
to the plate and put [them­
selves] aside and be a team 
player," said Hasty. 

Hasty feels off season is 
very important to determine 
how next season will go. 

"It depends on commit­
ment. Off season, if· you're 
getting into the weight room, 
coming and helping out dur­
ing the girls season, summer 
camps; that will tell the level 
of our success," said Hasty. 

Riled up and ready for 
postseason successes 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Varsity boys baseball ral­
lied their energy in order to 
win their first regional game 
16-0 against East Aurora, 
Monday. 

"We went into that game 
expecting to win," said se­
nior Matt Ackerman. "[East 
Aurora] had only won like 
one game, so we were confi­
dent." 

The game included a grand 
slam by pitcher AI Robbins, 

and 10 runs scored in the 
fourth inning alone. 

However, not all of the sea­
son has gone this smoothly. 

"[Our performance] was 
nowhere close to what we 
thought we could do," said 
head coach Dan McCarthy. 

13-20 
"The conference is the best 
it's been for a while." 

With a record of 13-20, 
McCarthy believes that the 

i I 
Senior Charles Jacques prepares to pitch the ball. 

team's biggest weakness has 
been lack of consistency. 

"The big thing we 
done is that our pitching isn't 
as consistent as we would 
like," said McCarthy. "We 
also were not hitting ·consis­
tently. We weren't bad, we 
just weren't timely and if you 
don't pitch and you don't hit, 
it's tough to win." 

Ackerman, however, be­
lieves that the team did very 
well based on the difficulty of 
the conference. 

"We were a very talented 
team that faced talented com­
petition," said Ackerman. 
"We could play with every­
one in the DVC." 

The second regional game 
was on Wednesday versus 
Geneva. Results ·were un­
available as of press time. 

If the team wins, they 
move on to the third game of 
regionals, which they peed to 
win to advance to sectionals. 
A loss will end their season. 

"I think we can win the 
game against Geneva," said 
Ackerman. "We beat them 
earlier in the season like sev­
en to three over spring break . 
when they were expecting to 
win, but we had really good 
pitching that game. Hope­
fully we can do that again." 
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Letter from the editor 
Dear Wildcat Chronicle Faithful Sports Fanatics, 

Through my fledgling journalism Lareer, I have written 
many columns and perspectives on a wide range of topics. 
I've debated in support of legalized marijuana, I've de­
graded an entire grade, and I've gone undercover in search 
of beauty courtesy of a tanning bed. 

But this year I was entrusted with another monthly col­
umn: A column that, at first, I was very hesitant to take. I 
speak of being the sports columnist 

I'm not an athlete, nor am I athletic (as established many 
columns ago), so it's a given as to why I took a very cau­
tious approach when criticizing athletes. 

Also, my anti-athleticism probably led to why I wrote 
such interesting columns like "Must-see Tv;" better known 
as the most unenthusiastic column ever written. 

The sports section of any high school newspaper is not 
an easy undertaking, and I could have done a lackadaisical 
job with it, but I pushed myself to do better. 

Being a columnist, I could have repetitively written 
about school spirit, and cheering on our teams through 
the good and the bad. However, I established that point in 
my first column, and moved on. 

That's what I've tried to do being sports editor. 
Besides being a columnist, I've tried to foster my writers, 

and push them away from the stereotypical "high hopes" 
and "high we've grown to expect. 

No team is going to say 
that they expect to suclc, 
but it is not our place as 
journalists to sugarcoat 
our stories so much that 
reading it would give our 
faithful readers diabetes. 

I've tried to make 
sports as real as it can 
be, ~ I've repeatedly 
~~.to 
make their sports stories 
matter. 

Being a monthly news-

i~~~~-;:.........,~~ paper, it is hard to keep 
sports interesting. We 
couldn't focus a basket­

ball article on senior Jeff Robinson's amazing half-court 
mot because that happened mid-January, while we pub­
tis~ late February. 

But believe me; the Chronicle has worked diligently to 
make sports interesting, and appealing to everyone and 
not just the athletes that partake in sports. 

When I was a junior, I visited Columbia University in 
New York City with former editor in chief Greg Vodicka, 
and the Chronicle's adviser Laura Kuehn. 

At Columbia, I took a course taught by Karl Grubaugh, 
an economics and journalism teacher from Granite Bay 
High School in California, who was also the sports editor 
of one of the University of Missouri's newspapers. 

He gave me, as he put it, his "1 0 top tips for tip-top 
sports writing." His tips: 

1. Reporting comes before writing. 
2. Don't try to do too much. 
3. Show, don't tell. 
4. Don't do ~e stories. 
5. Avoid cliches like the plague. 
6. Avoid "jock-talk." 
7. Use the drama of sports to your advantage. 
8. Don't always write the obvious story. 
9. Sports is also news. 
10. (And last, but most importantly in my opinion) Read 

great sports writing. 
I can only wish that this section has brought enjoyment 

to everyone that has read it, athletes or not. And I can only 
wish that through my writing, I have inspired my proteges 
and my peers. 

And although I am breaking one of my anti-fluff and 
"high hopes" rules, I hope that you all have enjoyed read­
ing great sports stories. 

I've enjoyed every second of writing,· reading, and edit­
ing them. 

Signing off for the last time, 
Your 
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At a home game on the football field against Sandburg High School, senior Brad Cole. (front, 
right) blocks an opponent, while goalie Brandon Rhodes (background) waits In anticipation. 

Comeback kids 
Varsiry lacrosse season comes to an end as 
opponents question 'whats in their water?) 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

Coming back from last 
year's disappointing season, 
the boys lacrosse team is tak­
ing measures to make sure 
they end this season as the 
school's biggest comeback 
story. 

"This team has grown 
leaps and bounds from last 
year," said head coach David 
Pater. "We are more mature, 
knowledgeable, and skillful 
than last year. We took a ton 
of hard losses last season and 
the boys took that hardship 
and turned it into a positive 
with a hard off-season. That 
hard off-season is now pay­
ing dividends because we 
have done a complete turn­
around." 

With a positive record, the 
team will head to the play­
offs. Dates and results were 
unknown as of press time. 

Playing Sandburg for the 
second time on May 20, the 
team ended the regular sea­
son with a 9-4 win. 

At Waubonsie Valley on 
May 18, the team was defeat­
ed with a score of 24-5. 

The team competed in 
a tournament at Marmion 
Academy on May 15, and 
finished second overall, los­
ing to Grayslake in the finals 
with a score of 6-4. 

"I think we played well 
throughout the tournament," 
said junior Austin Barber. "It 
was hard to play six games in 
one day, but we played well." 

Barber plays attack, the 
main offensive position. 

"[My job] is to score goals," 

said Barber. "We condition 
really hard in our own· way, 
but I couldn't say if it's hard­
er or easier. [Playing attack] 
is hard in its own way." 

At the last game on the 
football field at home on 
May 13, the team competed 
against Marmion Academy 
and kept their winning streak 
on the field, winning 15-3. 

"We weren't so surprised 
[to win]." said Barber. "We 
outplayed them throughout 
the game. It was our big mo­
mentum booster for the end 
of the season." 

Competing against Geneva 
away on May 11, the team 
came out on top of the rivalry 
with a score of 17-5. 

"It was intense," said ju­
nior Matt Iannacco. "There 
was a lot of tension between 
the teams but we kept our 
heads and fought through the 
game." 

Iannacco plays midfield, a 
mix of offense and defense. 

"My job is to get the ball 
out of defense and to the 
other side of the field for of­
fense," said Iannacco. "It's 
pretty much sprinting down 
the field, so it can be really 
hard." 

Against Wheaton North at 
home on May 6, the team lost 
with a score of I 0·5. 

"Last time we played them, 
we lost really badly," said Ian­
nacco. "But we've gotten bet­
ter and gave them a challenge 
this time." 

At the team's second game 
on the football field on April 
29, they defeated Home­
wood-Flossmoor with a close 
score of 7-6. 

"It was cool to have fans 
come to our games," said 
junior Darrek Sams. "We've 
been playing really well on 
the field." 

Sams plays long stick mid­
field, a big part of overall de­
fense. 

"I pick up the ball after we 
win the face-off," said Sams, 
"and if we don't get it I play 
defense instead of only the 
three defensemen." 

Competing at York on 
April 27, the team won with 
a score of 10-7. 

"We weren't supposed to 
beat [York] but we did," said 
Sams. "The other teams were 
joking and asking us what 
was in our water that we were 
able to beat York. " 

As for next year, Pater is 
hoping the juniors will be able 
to take over what this year's 
seniors will leave behind. 

"Our goals for next sea­
son are to build off of our 
accomplishments and work 
hard in the off.season," said 
Pater. "We are losing a group 
of seniors that carried our 
team this season. Replacing 
those players is going to be 
extremely difficult and we 
must work that much harder 
in the off-season to have suc­
cess next year. Seasons are 
won and lost in the off-season 
preparations." 

Senior Scott Wheeland 
knows the team's good for­
tune will continue. 

"Our team did great I re­
ally think we gave everything 
we had, every game. I'm 
going to miss playing with 
them. This is a great group of 
guys," said Wheeland. 
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