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------Season Warm·Ups--------------------------

Preseason swing 
By Kaitlyn Sladek 
Reporter 

Baseball season has offi­
cially begun with 23 players, 
practices in full swing, and 
the first game Thursday at St. 
Francis High School. 

"I expect us to be com­
petitive this year," said head 
coach Dan McCarthy. "I 
believe we can compete with 
the DVC powers if our pitch­
ing comes around. I think we 
will be very good both defen­
sively and offensively." 

Nobody was cut after try­
outs and all of the seniors are 
returning players. 

According to McCarthy, 
the conference is very sttong. 

"I think the Napervilles, 
Naperville Central and Na­
perville North, are the pre-

season conference favorites," 
said McCarthy. 

The team has been working 
hard with early practices six 
days a week. 

"For the first few weeks, we 
are practicing in the morni11g 
from 5:30-7 a.m. ," said Mc­
Carthy. "By practicing in the 
morning, we are allowed to 
utilize the entire field house. 
If we . were to practice later 
in the day, we would have to 
share it with our lower lev­
els." 

This year's captains are 
seniors Matt Ackerman, 
Charles Jacques, and AI Rob­
bins. The captains are just as 
optimistic as McCarthy. 

"We should be in the top 
half. It all depends on our 
pitching," said Robbins. 

Ackerman agrees. ---

Photo by David Garcia 
Senior Karan Panchal practices his swing. 

Crippled by loss of 
experienced seniors 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

Head coach Sione Moeaki, 
who has been coaching for 24 
years, believes that there were 

Although they have a small many factors that led to the 
team of 12 to IS members, decrease in players this year. 
boys tennis believes they can "lrunthesummerprogram 
overcome the challenges and and the off·season winter 
be successful this season. program to help and motivate 

"There is a lot of talent, kids to play tennis more," 
and there is a lot of effort said Moeaki. "There are a 
put in by this team," said se- lot of kids that have jobs, or 
nior Roman Kopytko. "If we one of our seniors is joining 
continue to put in this good Navy and is training, and 
wo{k, we will get far. " there are others that play oth-

Kopytko considers the fac- er sports so that doesn't help 
tor that the team has many our team's size." 
"new faces" a strength. Regardless of their size, 

However not having many Moeaki believes that the 
seniors prevents these new team has the potential to be 
members from honing their successful. 
skills. 

"We don't have any experi­
enced coaches student-wise. 
We don't have a lot of seniors 
[in general]," said Kopytko. 
"It's [also] a negative because 
we have to play against teams 
with around 22 or 25 m·em­
bers. We won't match up." 

"We expect to win most of 
our non-conference matches, 
and then win a few in the 
DVC with what we have 
now," said Moeaki. 

Kopytko believes the team 
can be very successful if they 
grow in experience by prac­
ticing more. 

"We're getting done what 
needs to be done," said Ack­
erman. "We'll be ready for 
the season. " 

The younger varsity players 
are doing well. 

"We've got a good junior 
class and they're really going 
to help us out," said Jacques. 

The team's first home game 
is Monday With a double­
header against Tinley Park 
High School. Whatever the 
outcome of the game, Mc­
Carthy will be proud of his 
boys. 

"I enjoy the relationships 
you develop with your play­
ers over time," said McCar­
thy. "It is extremely gratify­
ing to see former players of 

enter the field of educa­
tion and become successful 
coaches." 

Photo by Jacob Wucka 
With a team of 23 players, boys baseball Is practicing hard 
to achieve success this season. Senior Ben Orr (right) pre­
pares to swing as senior Matt Matson readies for a catch. 

Headed towards a 
championship title 

"It's nice to be looked up 
to, but we've been lucky with 
the girls we have in this pro­
gram," said Johnson. 

Connolly is looking for­
ward to the season, because 
she believes the team is in a 
position to achieve success. 

By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

Highly regarded as one of 
the school's few hopes for 
athletic success, softball's sea­
son has started as the team is 
focused on obtaining a cham­
pionship title. 

"We've definitely been 
working really hard," said 
senior Taylor Kutilek. "We're 
paying more attention to de­
tail, so that will take us far­
ther than last year." 

With more attention on 
hitting, along with the harder 
preseason to prepare for con­
ference, junior Mary Connol­
ly believes the team is feeling 
overwhelmed. However she 
thinks the team is coming to­
gether for the greater good. 

"There's more pressure to 
push ourselves as a team, and 
this can transfer into positive 
encouragement to work to­
gether," said Connolly. "Our 
team is more than one play­
er." 

Since they have a slightly 
smaller team than last year, 
senior Aly Taddeucci believes 
everyone will gel together 
better. 

"I feel like having a smaller 
team will help us a lot with 
staying together. And this 
year there is a lot less drama," 
said Taddeucci. 

Also, with a stable coach­
ing staff now in its second 
year, the team is positive they 
will be led in a stronger di­
rection by head coach Emily 

Johnson. 
"Coach is doing things that 

are necessary to make sure 
that we go further," said Ku­
tilek. 

Johnson feels that she now 
knows what makes the team 
perform better as well. 

"Now that I have the logis­
tics of being a varsity coach, 
I can focus on the coaching 
aspect and the girls because 
now I know the girls for who 
they really are," said John­
son. 

Amid preseason dreams 
about a state title, Johnson is 
thankful that with this team, 
these dreams may become a 

"We have a lot of motiva­
tion because we weren't as 
successful as we should have 
been last year. If we work 
hard we can have DVC and 
go all the way," said Con­
nolly. 

Taddeucci has a little more 
confidence than Connolly. 

"We're going to take state," 
said Taddeucci. "We've been 
practicing like we're in the 
Army, so if we stay focused 
and positive, nothing can go 
wrong." 

The girls have their first 
game on Saturday at Willow­
brook. 

Jacob Wucka 
Working hard to get to the state championship, junior Brit­
tany Parisi prepares to throw the ball to first base. 
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Photo 
Junior Cesar Gonzales tips the ball over the net. 

Challenges abound 
By Carly Tubridy 
Reporter 

Being competluve in the 
DVC is the main goal for 
most coaches and there is no 
exception with boys volley­
ball coach Kris Hasty. 

"It will be a challenge to 
step up and play at a high lev­
el because of seniors we lost 
last year," said Hasty. 

Only three seniors returned 
from last year's varsity: An­
thony Hasbun, Eric Letzer, 
and Gordo Tirado. The team 
lost seven seniors, five of 
which were starters. 

One returning starter is ju­
nior Leo Bartyzel. 

"I'm looking to Leo to be 
a leader. He is an all-around 
player," said Hasty. 

Hasty looked to junior 
Adrian Porcayo to be the 
setter with the assistance of 

Joey Martin, but 
Martin broke his finger, so 

Bartyzel will be setting until 
he returns. 

Hasty would like to use 
players who have shown ded­
ication on and off the court. 

"It's about who's worked 
hard during the' off-season," 
said Hasty. 

With only a few players 
· who played clflb during the 
off-season, schools like Na­
perville Central, that have the 
majority of their team play­
ing club, will be tough. 

"Not only does [club] 
strengthen your love for the 
game, it makes you a better 
over-all player," said sopho­
more Liam Flaherty. 

According to Hasty, their 
biggest weakness js tl).e lack 
of varsity experience. 

"Just gaining experience 
from match play will help 
us," said Hasty 

Varsity's first match is over 
·spring break in Hoffman Es­
tates. 

Focused on fixes 
Girls soccer working to 
correct past mistakes 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Reporter 

Girls soccer has started 
knowing what it will take to 
meet their expectations. 

"I hope we do better, in 
conference, than last yeiu 
winning more than half of 
the games," said senior Anna 
Mercaldo. "I think we have a 
really good shot at reaching 
and accomplishing our goals 
for this season." 

Head coach Cesar Gomez 
thinks the team will be more 
successful in the DVC. He 
also hopes they build more 
confidence. 

"As a coach I believe that 
the players believing in them-

selves is more important 
and different than what the 
coaches and other teammates 
believe," said Gomez. 

Their fust game was sup­
posed to be against St. Fran­
cis on Saturday but it was 
canceled. 

The toughest teams will be 
Wheaton North, Wheaton 
Warrenville South, Naper-· 
ville North, and Naperville 
Central because they are the 
teams the girls usually have a 
problem with. 

"They have more talent to 
pull from and have a feeder 
program," said Gomez. 

Gomez's goal for the team 
is to beat one of the Wheaton 
teams and one of the Naper-
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New coaches, players 
teeming with potential 
By Kristina Manibo 
Entertainment Editor 

With two new coaches and 
a new season, badminton is 
at a fresh start. . . 

The team's first match was 
against Plainfield Central on 
Wednesday. Results were un­
available as of press time. 

Humanities teacher Nick 
Caltagirone and science 
teadher Jill Serling are the 
ne..J coaches this season, 

returning coach Kathy 
Oc omowicz. This . is Cal­
ta · one's first time coach­
ing adminton since he was 
assistant coach in 2002 and 
2003. 

According to Caltagirone, 
all three coaches coach the 
three levels as one large 
coaching staff. 

"We want to get better, 
regardless of what level [the 
girls] start at," said Caltagi­
rone. "We want this to be a 
positive experience in terms 
of being competitive and an 
overall high school experi­
ence . ., 

The team lost against Os­
wego 5-l 0 on March 18, but 
on the March 16 game versus 
Streamwood, all levels won, 
with varsity's victory at 15-0. 

"It was amazing," said 
sophomore varsity player 
Natalia Macias. "(The game 

was] challenging, but it's an 
honor to play." 

Although all levels have 
been playing extremely well, 
Caltagirone knows they have 
to keep working. 

The levels that the girls 
have started at are very high. 

"We have girls that have a 
lot of potential in all levels," 
said Macias. 

The team's goal to place in 
DVC and go to state will only 
be met by practice. 

"We condition, we push 
each other in practice, and 
focus on improving every­
thing that we do," said Ma­
cias. "Everyone in a way has 
stepped it up." 

Entering the outdoor season 
By David Garcia 
Reporter 

Indoor track season is 
wrapping up with success­
es Md state qualifications 
for boys and girls. 

:UOY§. ·"'-
Boys track is prepared 

to take its indoor success 
outside. On Saturday, the 
indoor DVC competition 
suggested that this may be 
possible. 

Seniors Nick Hawco, 
Matt Kubik, Md juniors 
Derrik Pietrobon, and Alex 
Perez received first place 
at DVC for the 1600 relay. 
Kubik also received second 
place in conference and 
qualified for indoor state, 
and the team as a whole re-

ceived sixth place and scored prep top times indoor clas-
38 points. sic. 

This kind of success has Maxson panly attributes 
made junior captain Jeff the team's success to the 
Foreman look towards great- wider variety of talent that 
·er goals. team has. 

"We'd like to get a few re- "Now we have more 

l£i 
. down to state,.,... ' 

mM. 
Thenext meet will be April not been lost on the indi-

'13 at Naperville North. vidual athletes. Senior cap-
GIRLS tain Annette Eichenberger 

Although at the Saturday is pushing the girls to meet 
DVC competition, girls track their potential, especially, 
placed last, head coach Bob freshmen Carla Dannug, 
Maxson was impressed with Lauren Stanton, and sopho-
the 36 points they received. more La1i Valdivia. 

"Last year we only scored "We stepped up our train-
14 points," said Maxson. The ing trying to make it to 
points only added to the pride state," said 
he felt for the 4x8 team that The next meet is ·at Plain-
qualified for the state Illinois field on April 10. 

for open people. Some of 
their weak.nesses are posses­
sion , running, and being able 
to move the ball. However, 
one strength is that the team 
gets along. 

"Everyone on the team 
cares for each other, which is 
what you need in a team as­
pect," said Gomez. "They are 
willing to help each other." 

Junior Megan Radloff 
agrees. 

"I'm looking forward to 
practices and bonding with 
the team," said junior Mea­
gan Radloff. 

Photo by Jacob Wucka 

Junior Sara Opel sneaks the ball through senior Anna 
Mercaldo's legs during practice. 

The strongest players on 
the team right now are junior 
Kelsey Myers, senior Stepha­
nie Salinas, junior Rachel 
Thomas, junior Mary Rojas, 
sophomore Bianca Navejas, 
and Radloff. 

ville teams. members. 
"The girls .k.now what they "We are a young team but 

want and are going to do eager to play and respond to 
what it takes to make that the challenges," said Gomez. 
happen," said Gomez. The team's strengths are 

There are 11 returning playing one-on-one, attack­
players and eight new team ing, foot skills, and looking 

"I like how a lot of the 
team members are my 
friends. We're like a family 
and we like to have fun," said 
Mercaldo. 
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Too much clutt~r 
S effing ad space at baseball and 
football fields is bad for business 

I have a perfect, assured money-making pitch for this 
school. 
- Since they've been looking for ways to gen~te some 
income recently, I started thinking about advertismg. Ads 
are everywhere; on billboards down ~ute 5~, o~ park 
benches, and even within the pages of this publication. 

Recently, the Board of Education approved a measure 
that will allow businesses to advertise at Pioneer Park dur­
ing baseball and softball seasons, as well as Memorial Sta-
dium during football season. . . 

The school is also considering allowmg ads to be dis­
played in hallway from commons to the Bishop Gym, and 
within the gym too. 

Well, it's a brilliant idea. Or Is it? · • 
I mean countless people, whether they are from the 

school, or parents, or community members, come to these 
.fields and the gym to watch our teams play. 

Let's put these ads someplace where everyone will see 
them. And hey, where is a better place than on me! I al­
ready have it all planned out: I'll buy. a white t-shirt _and 
sell ad space wherever there is any white space. And smce 
I'm a big boy, there will be lots of white space.. I could 
have an ad for Gatorade on the upper chest, a Nike logo 
on one of my love handles, and I could be branded with a 
realtor's face on my lower back. It's fool- proof! 

-However walking around wearing all these logos, I'd 
feel weird. Sure I'd get a lot of attention as I made my way 

from math to saence, 

:Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

and maybe my sponsors 
would see a rise in sales. 
But I would look like a 
sellout 

Who was once a dig-

someone who is willing 
stoop down so low' as 

to do whatever bean to· 
make a buck. 

Advertising at high 
schools is a wealc at­
tempt that districts take 
when they're desperate 
to make money. Simply 
put, advertising here at 

West~ is not a good idea. . . 
When iv comes down to it, sbowenng our fields wtth 

ads will look plain trashy. It bas been said that the place­
ment of these ads will not affect the atmosphere and es­
reem of this school. 

All I know is that if I were walking from commons to 
the Bishop Gym with ads hanging in the hallway, I would 
feel surrounded by yet another additional layer Of UMec­
essary and distracting tackiness. 

And punting a football in front of "We Buy Ugly 
Homes," or diving for a ball in the outfield while "Visit 
the Waffle House" lingers in the backdrop takes away 
from the respective sport's atmosphere. 

It's not that we are not proud of our community, and · 
don't want to advertise it We are proud of West Chicago, 
but would like to find other ways to promote it Selling ad 
space is not the right way to show our pride. 

AlSo, I am considering the impression our rival schools 
will get when they play here. Other schools in the DVC 
have fields Cree of clutter, thus looking more pristine. 
Meanwhile West Chicago will have ads lining the walls, 
looking desperate. 

Obviously people will not be fixated on the ads while 
watching the games, but no matter what, they would neg­
atively affect these events. 

Ollf school already has a bad reputation, as we are all 
well aware of our school's lovely nickname, "West Chi­
ghetto." What better way to reinforce this than by show­
ing that we have to rely on others to support ourselves. 

I'm not saying that other schools do not use alternate 
· irources of revenue because they do. However, they hide it 

well. We catlriot showcase our flaws. 
But still, if. the school is looking for revenue, my t-shirt 

option remains open. 
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Recognize 
By ....... ,.,.... these faces? 
Features Editor 

As students walk through 
the halls near the field house 
and the athletic locker rooms, 
the pictures of athletes who 
have qualified for state or 
gone all-conference look 
down, telling a story. 

For two teachers, however, 
these pictures tell their own 
stories. Gym teach~r Jamie 
Phillips, and Spanish teacher 
Michael Schneider are gradu­
ates, and both went all-con­
ference in their respective 
sports. 

Phillips graduated with 
the class of '96, and went all­
conference for wrestling in 
'96 as- well. 

"It felt good (to go all con­
ference)," said Phillips. "The 
conference back then 
was really tough and it 
was good to stand out 
in that competition." 

Phillips also partici­
pated in football and soc­
cer along with wrestling 
throughout his four years of 
high school. Now, Phillips 
coaches wrestling as well as 
teaching P.E. classes. 

"I always wanted to come 
back and coach at my school," 
said Phillips. "It's nice to help 
out and give back." 

Phillips does not get a lot 
of feedback from students 
that see his picture. 

"Sometimes they'll say 
they're surprised to see that," 
said Phillips. "And usually 
that's how they find out my 
first name." 

With 20· years of wrestling 
under his belt, Phillips kno'tl's 
what makes a good season. 

"I like to see the kids im­
proving," said Phillips. "I've 
been coaching for seven years, 

. and I still have the pride for 
my school and the rivalries I 
had as a kid, and I try to push 
it onto the next generations. 
A lot of it is just hard work 
that pays off." 

Schneider graduated in 
'99, and went all-conference 
for football in '98 for his line­
backer position. 

"Bob Stone was the 
head coach 
and he 
came 
a n d 
pulled 
me aside 
at lunch to 
tell me. But 
no one heard 
about it until 
my picture went 
up," said Sch­
neider. 

Schneider also 
played basketball and 
baseball, but his pri-

mary 
sport 
was foot-

As a Spanish 
teacher, Schneider does not 
see his picture everyday, but 
his students do. 

"If they see my picture up, 
they'll come and say 'I saw 
your picture,' but then it pass­
es,'' said Schneider. 

Schneider believes that part 
of the reason he wanted to 
teach at his alma mater was 
because of his success here . 

"A big part of the reason 
I wanted to teach here was 
because I already knew I'd 
like it here," said Schneider. 
"It feels good to be here and 
I try to be something of a role 
model for the kids." 

coaches 
freshman 

football, and uses his 
experiences in his coaching 
techniques. 

"I think [the conference] is 
just as hard now," said Sch­
neider, "and the teams in the 
conference are still at a hard 
level of play. There are many_ 
kids here who are capable of 
being all-conference, and it's 
really an honor." 

Another teacher, special 
education teacher Kevin Bai­
dus, graduated in '93 and 
went all-conference in basket­
ball the same year. U nfortu­
nately, the all-conference tra­
dition of placing the pictures 
on the wall started the year 
after Baldus graduated. 

"I'm not that upset about 
it," said Baldus. "My· ego is 
not that big." 
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