












































Too much clutter
Selling ad space at baseball and

Jfootball fields s bad for business |

1 have a perfect, assured money-makmg pltCh for this
school.

Since they’ve been looking for ways to generate some
income recently, I started thinking about advertising. Ads
are everywhere; 'on billboards down Route 59, on park
benches, and even within the pages of this publication.

Recently, the Board of Education approved a measure
that will allow businesses to advertise at Pioneer Park dur-

ing baseball and softball seasons, as well as Memorial Sta- -

dium during football season. .

The school is also considering allowing ads to be dis-
played in hallway from commons to the Bishop Gym, and
within the gymtoo.

Well, it's a brilliant idea. Or i is it?

I mean countless people, whether they are from the
school, or parents, or community members,.come to these
fields and the gym to watch our teams play.

Let’s put these ads someplace where everyone will see
them. And hey, where is a better place than on me! I al-
ready have it all planned out: I’ll buy a white t-shirt and
sell ad space wherever there is any white space. And since
I’'m a big boy, there will be lots of white space. I could
have an ad for Gatorade on the upper chest, 4 Nike logo
on one of my love handles, and I could be branded with a
realtor’s face on my lower back. It's fool- proof!

- .However walking around wearing all these logos, I'd

feel welrd Sure I’d get a lot of attention as I made my way
e = from math to science,

i and maybe my sponsors
| would see a rise in sales..
& But 1 would look like a

sellout. '

‘Who was once a d'ig-'

' .sOeone who is willing
to stoop down so low as

to do whatever hecan to'

make a buck.
- Advertising at high
schools is a weak at-
tempt that districts take
Jacob Wucka _.when they're desperate
(EditorinChief. 0 make money. Simply
put, advertising here at

'West Chlmgo is not a good ldea

When it comes down to it, showering our fields with
ads will look plain trashy. It has been said that the place-
ment of these ads will not aﬁ'ect the atmosphere and es-
teem of this school.

All T know is that if T were wa.lkmg from commons to
the Bishop Gym with ads hanging in the hallway, I would
feel surrounded by yet another additional Iayer of unnec-
essary and distracting tackiness. :

And punting a football in front of “We Buy Ugly
Homes,” or diving for a ball in the outfield while “Visit

the Waffle House” lingers in the backdrop takes away.

_from the respective sport’s atmosphere

~ It's not that we are not proud of our community, and

don’t want to advertise it. We are proud of West Chicago,

but would like to find other ways to promote it. Selling ad |

space is not the right way to show our pride.

Also, T am considering the impression our rival schools
will get when they play here. Other schools in the DVC
have fields free of clutter, thus looking more pristine.

| Meanwhile West Chicago will have ads lining the walls,
looking desperate.

Obviously people will not be fixated on the ads while
watching the games, but no matter what, they would neg-
atively affect these events.

|~ Our school already has a bad reputation, as we are all

 well aware of our school’s lovely nickname, “West Chi-

| ghetto.” What better way to reinforce this than by show-
ing that we have to rely on others to support ourselves.

| - I'm not saying that other schools do not use alternate

' sources of revenue because they do. However, they hxde it
well. We cannot showcase our flaws.

‘But still, if the school is looking for revenue; my t-shirt
option remains open. ;
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Recognize

By Megan Hernbroth -
Features Editor

As students walk through
the halls near the field house
and the athletic locker rooms,
the pictures of athletes who
have qualified for state or
gone all-conference look
down, telling a story.

For two teachers, however,
these pictures tell their own
stories. Gym teacher Jamie
Phillips, and Spanish teacher
Michael Schneider are gradu-
ates, and both went all-con-
ference in their respective
sports.

Phillips graduated with
the class of '96, and went all-
conference for wrestling in
'96 as well.

“Tt felt good [to go all con-
ference],” said Phillips. “The
conference back  then
was really tough and it
was good to stand out
in that competition.”

Phillips also partici-
pated in football and soc-
cer along with wrestling
throughout his four years of
high school. Now, Phillips
coaches wrestling as well as
teaching P.E. classes.

“] always wanted to come
back and coach at my school,”
said Phillips. “It’s nice to help
out and give back.”

Phillips does not get a lot
of feedback from students
that see his picture.

“Sometimes they’ll say
they’re surprised to see that,”
said Phillips. “And usually
that’s how they find out my
first name.”

With 20-years of wrestling
under his belt, Phillips knows
what makes a good season.

“I like to see the kids im-
proving,” said Phillips. “I've
been coaching for seven years,

_and I still have the pride for

my school and the rivalries I
had as a kid, and I try to push
it onto the next generations.
A lot of it is just hard work
that pays off.”

Schneider graduated in
’99, and went all-conference
for football in '98 for his line-
backer position.

“Bob Stone was the
head coach
and he
came
a~n-.d
pulled
me aside
at lunch to §
tell me. But §
no one heard
about it until
my picture went &8
up,” said Sch-
neider.

Schneider  also
played basketball and
baseball, but his pri-

mary
sport
was foot- ball.

As a Spanish
teacher, Schneider does not
see his picture everyday, but
his students do.

“If they see my picture up,
they’ll come and say ‘I saw
your picture,’ but then it pass-
es,” said Schneider.

Schneider believes that part
of the reason he wanted to
teach at his alma mater ‘was
because of his success here.

“A big part of the reason
I wanted to teach here was
because I already knew I'd
like it here,” said Schneider.
“It feels good to be here and
I try to be something of a role
model for the kids.”

Schneider

Wildcat Chronicle

these faces?
THE 1\1 |

coaches

freshman

football, and uses his

experiences in his coaching
techniques.

“I think [the conference] is
just as hard now,” said Sch-
neider, “and the teams in the
conference are still at a hard
level of play. There are many
kids here who are capable of
being all-conference, and it’s
really an honor.” A

Another teacher, special
education teacher Kevin Bal-
dus, graduated in '93 and
went all-conference in basket-
ball the same year. Unfortu-
nately, the all-conference tra-
dition of placing the pictures
on the wall started the year
after Baldus graduated.

“I’m not that upset about
it,” said Baldus. “My ego is
not that big.”

cher

Michael S Schneider

Photos by Jacob Wucka
and Alexis Hosticka
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