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My biggest regret 
Join a sport and participate 
while you still have the chance 

I have a laundry list of regrets. 
And, six months prior to the day I graduate high school, 

I already know what I'm going to regret the most when I 
leave: I never did a sport. 

Saying that pushes me into this whirlwind of anger and 
sadness. I definitely had the potential to participate: I could 
have done football, or maybe even basketball. 

Maybe I could have been a three-sport athlete, and could 
have used that to be my excuse as to why I never did my 
homework freshman and sophomore years. 

Also, participating in a sport would have boosted my self­
confidence, and I probably would appreciate being called 
"Big Guy." Currently, I'm not a fan of this nickname. 

Regardless of what I wish, I can't change the past. But 
current athletes can avoid a fate similar to mine. 

I was approached by football coach Paul Reinke during 
my advanced strength class, and he gave me the idea for this 
column; tallcing about how he feels when athletes quit 

This conversation got me thinlcing. 
You always hear about athletes quitting their sport mid­

season or at the start, and we understand that everyone has 
their reasons as to why. 

Some quit because of the coach, others because of a 
teammate, and others because they've become bored of 
what once was their passion. 

Still, quitting isn't worth it, and these athletes need to 
tough it out for the sake of not only the team or the fans, 
but for themselves. 

The saying goes that quitters never win. 
As much as I'd like to believe this, the truth is they do win 

in the short run. 
Slouching around at 

home and not going to 
practice is enjoyable for 
a while, and removing 
something time-con­
suming off your sched­
ule is always fun to do. 

Still, in the long term, 
you're going to grow to 
regret it. 

Last year, I remember 
when a friend quit bas­
ketball. 

At first he was empow­
ered that he dropped the 
one thing that had con- Jacob Wucka 
sumed his life for three Eilitor in Chief 
years. 

Then, after attending his first game after quitting, he 
cried because be dropped the one thing that had consumed 
his life for three years. 

See the connection? 
As I've already stated, everyone has their reasons to quit 

However, the majority that do, do it for poor reasons, and 
act too hastily. 

If they thought it out, they'd realize that when it comes 
down to it, it's their high school years, and when they look 
back, they'll remember more than just the wins and losses. 

No one wants to look back and remember the time they 
approached their coach and turned in their jersey for the 
last time. 

It takes a lot of guts to go to your coach and quit. But it 
also takes a lot of guts to stick it out for the entire season. 
The latter is the memory worth making. 

'Ibis column is also a warning to all underclassmen that 
don't even want to consider sports. 

When I was a freshman, I was told to seize every oppor­
tunity that came my way. I passed many up and now I'm a 
senior with a blank slate. 

Go to that first practice, watch, and learn. As cliche as it 
sounds, you never know what you'll like if you don't try. 

But if you do like it, stick with it. Don't quit midseason 
or take two years off and come back your senior year. Just 
do it 

You'll finish up your high school an accomplished stu­
dent and athlete, and that's more than a lot of students, 

can 
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With her mom by her side, 
senior Kaity Olson signs the 
contract to play softball at 
Lewis University. 

To college recruiters, being 
an All-Conference athlete for 
football gives senior Blake 
Zumpano an advantage. 
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Signing to Illinois State Uni­
versity, senior Jenna Bossie 
plans to participate on the 
school's gymnastics team. 

College-bound 
Athletes preparing for the next level 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor In Chief 

On Friday, seniors Kenny 
Levey, Matt Matson, and 
Blake Zumpano toured the 
University of Wisconsin­
Platteville; an invite from the 
university that allowed the 
seniors an inside look of the 
school's football program. 

It was there, two months 
after the Wildcat's football 
season ended, where Levey 
realized the importance of 
this visit. 

"It still doesn't feel like 
[the high school season's] 
ended," said Levey. "My last 
football game could have al­
ready passed, or it could still 
come." 

It's a realization that 
comes with many questions 
that all high school athletes 
face someday: Is this my last 
touchdown? Is this the last 
pitch I'll throw? Where do I 
go from here? If these athletes 
have played their cards right, 
they will make the steep tran­
sition to collegiate athletics. 

"College is like high school 
minus the support you re­
ceive. But when in college 
athletics, you receive support 
from the program you play 
for, and the teammates that 
will tell you what's right and 
wrong," said athletic direc­
tor Doug Mullaney. "There's 
a transition, but it's made 
much easier when there's 
more than just the academic 
aspect of college." 

Scouts from a range of 

schools including Wesleyan, 
Aurora, and Concordia Uni­
versities have been scouting 
West Chicago's football pro­
gram looking for students to 
take to their programs. 

"They take time out to 
see us play so they must see 
something in us," said Zum­
pano, an All-Conference ath­
lete for this past season. 

With the title, Zumpano 
has an advantage over his 
fellow football players in the 
eyes of the recruiters. 

It's an advantage that pres­
sures senior Deven Lopez, 
who has also been scouted 
for football, to work twice as 
hard and stay in shape for re­
cruiters. 

"I usually work out every 
day, and lift weights. You got 
to keep in shape, and doing 
a sport is committing year 
round at the high school or 
college level," said Lopez. 

With many on the football 
team caught in the whirlwind 
of college recruiting, two se­
niors have already committed 
to universities and their ath­
letic programs. 

On Nov. 18, Mullaney held 
a small ceremony for seniors 
Jenna Bossie and Kaity Ol­
son in the athletic office. 
Olson, with her mom, and 
Bossie, with her dad, signed 
their contracts, committing 
themselves. 

Bossie, a gymnast, signed 
to Illinois State University. 

"It was really exciting," 
said Bossie. "It's a big relief 
knowing that [I'm ·signed]. 

I know that I can help their 
team all around go on and do 
great things." 

Olson signed to Lewis Uni­
versity, where she plans to 
play softball. 

"I think Lewis saw my 
versatility, passion, and com­
petitiveness for softball," said 
Olson. "There were so many 
options for college, and con­
cerns like how far, and what 
I want to major in, but it was 
the coach that brought me in 
for that school." 

Although these athletes are 
ready for the excitement and 
challenges ahead of them, 
this transition begins with 
many endings. 

"It's sad that I won't be 
playing with the girls I've 
been playing with for the past 
four years. I will never have 
this again," said Olson. 

Zumpano feels the same. 
"I will never get to play an· 

other Friday night game at 
the college level," said Zum­
pano. "Nothing's like high 
school." 

Regardless of how emo­
tional the transition may be, 
Mullaney feels it's essential 
for West Chicago to not only 
show its athletes all of their 
options, but to celebrate their 
choices. 

"It's important to recog­
nize the kids that are moving 
on to play sports in college," 
said Mullaney. "If you've 
been accepted to a college, 
and decide to go into athletic 
endeavors, that's great. We 
wish you the best." 
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