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New direction for 
experienced team 
By Kristina Manibo 
Reporter 

Boys basketball is looking 
forward to a new season with 
a new coach, Kevin Baldus. 

Baldus believes this team 
has a lot of experience. 

"This group of boys has a 
better work ethic and there is 
a large amount of goals for 
the team," said Baldus, com­
paring the team to teams at 
Willowbrook, and Glenbard 
West, where he coached for 
12 years. 

Senior Chad Driscoll, head 
captain, has a positive mind 
set about the season and the 
new coach. 

"I think it's going to be a 
good season. I'm really op­
timistic," Driscoll said. "I 
think [the coach] does a great 
job at preparing us to face the 
big teams." 

Because there are a lot of 
seniors on the team, Driscoll 
and Baldus believe they have 
an experienced team. 

"There are no limitations 
[concerning goals]," said Bal­
dus. "We need to achieve as 
far as we possibly can." 

Baldus will stick with the 
same strategies the boys al­
ready know. Some offenses 

and defenses will be different 
than the past, but concerning 
strategy, change won't go be­
yond that. 

"As you gain years of 
experience, you alter [the 
players]," Baldus said. "(If 
you're] always trying to make 
changes to better the group, it 
should be flexible." 

Driscoll thinks the biggest 
competition will be Naper­
ville North and G Ienbard 
East. To prepare for winning 
conference and going into 
sectionals against these two 
teams, Driscoll expects the 
team to put hara work into 
defense. 

"I mostly have expecta­
tions for the team, [which] 
would be to work hard ev­
eryday. [The players] have to 
have good communication 
[between each other] to win," 
said Driscoll. 

Baldus isn't sure what the 
competition will look like 
yet, but will prepare the team 
for a tough competition. 

"We need to work on our 
weaknesses and prepare for 
any team so we can advance 
in conference," said Baldus. 

The first game will be at 
5:30 p.m. on Monday against 
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Practicing before the game against Oswego, senior Kevin 
Peterson shoots from the three point line. 

Photo by Yasmyn McGee 

Girls basketball practices vigorously before their Nazareth tournament. Sophomore Alii 
Tapanes (left) and senior lzzy Bruce run drills. 

Pushing themselyes 
to meet expectattons 
By Keyuri Parmar 
Contributing Writer 

Girls varsity basketball has 
set their expectations and 
knows what it will take to 
win this year. 

"Everyone on the team 
worked a lot harder [to im­
prove] over the summer," 
said senior Jessica Baids. 

With seven girls returning 
from last year, the team plans 
to improve in conference. 

"This year we have a big 
group of girls who have been 
working well together since 
seventh grade," said senior 
Madeline Warkins. 

According to head coach 
Kim Wallner, the team needs 

to work on shooting, re­
bounding, communication, 
and transition defense. 

"There are quite a few 
players who can put the ball 
in the basket," said Wallner. 

The team has a tough 
schedule starting with the 
Nazareth tournament on 
Tuesday and with the Lyons 
Township tournament with 
Prospect, Downers Grove 
South, and Queen of Peace 
starting on Friday. Results 
from the Nazareth tourna­
ment were not available as of 
press time. 

"The players will be com­
petitive in the tournament 
and they have a good offense 
that is good at shooting," said 

Wallner. 
Wallner is proud of the of­

fense but the defense has to 
catch up to them. Senior Ka­
tie Staiton agrees. 

"We work together well 
and are good at pushing the 
ball up the court," said Stai­
ton. 

Warkins encourages the 
team to work together better 
on the court. However she 
knows the girls have potential 
to achieve great success. 

"We nee·d to work on our 
communication skills, work 
together, and be stronger with 
the ball," said Warkins. "We 
have to make the most of our 
practices to do well this year," 
said Warkins. 

Six swimmers advance to state 
By Alexis Hosticka 
News Editor 

Six girls swimmers are 
headed to the state meet af­
ter fmishing third place as a 
team in sectionals. 

"I think we're in pretty 
good shape for state," said 
head coach Nick Parry. "But 
you never know if we can 
place as highly as we think 
we can." 

Senior Caity Madsen 
broke the school record 
held for 17 years by science 
teacher Corrie Stieglitz in 
the I 00 butterfly with a time 
of 58.46. She came in sec­
ond place in the meet and 
qualifled for state. 

Freshman Yvette Kruk, 
senior Maria Sedjo, Mad­
sen, and junior Kelly Dunn 
qualified in the 200 freestyle 

relay with a time of 1:37.67, 
not only taking fust place, but 
also making All American 
time with 0.15 away from 
breaking the school record. 

The same group qualifled 
in the 400 freestyle relay, 
again taking fust place and 
this time breaking the school 
record by 0:02.95 with a time 
of 3:33.40. Skorupski, Kruk, 
and seniors Kelly Loftus and 
Sedjo worked together to 
take third place in the medley 
relay with a time of 1:51.63. 

Kruk is also going to state 
for her the SO freestyle. She 
took third place with a time 
of 24.83. Her goal at state is 
to place in the top I 6. 

"I was really surprised 
and really excited, I didn't 
really expect it," Kruk said. 
"Through out the year the 
team really helped to push 

me, and I would always try 
to keep up with them, and I 
guess it paid off." 

Dunn qualifled in two in­
dividual events. She tied for 
second place in the 200 free­
style with a time of 1:53.19, 
breaking a personal record. 
She also took first place in 
the 100 freestyle with a time 
of 52.45. 

"I'm really happy with 
where I am and where my 
teammates are, and I think 
we're set up to do really well 
this weekend," Dunn said. 

Sedjo is also satisfied. 
"I wasn't really surprised 

(about the results]," Sedjo 
said. "It was more of just a 
relief to see the quality of all 
of our practices pay off." 

The state meet is Friday 
and Saturday at New Trier 
high school. 
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On thin ice 
Tumultuous season for Wild 

Wheaton-West Wild varsity hockey 
is trying to overcome weaknesses to 
achieve success. 

The team's small size is proving to 
be a dominant weakness, with the re­

cord standing at 2-3. 
"We are winning a lot of 

games and have faired well 
against a bunch of very good 
competition. We are pushing 
ourselves this year by playing 
games against as many of the 
top tier teams in the area as we 
can," said hockey coach Dave 
Dyson. 

Worlcing towards success, 
the guys give their all at prac­
tice. 

"We work really hard at prac­
tices because coach is always 
yelling at us to work harder," 
said junior Gunnar Sterne. 

Dyson pushes the players to 
work on their strength. 

"We are extraordinarily fast 
and we work well together. As 

coaches, we try to build sys­
tems around the strengths 

the team continues to work hard on all 
aspects of their game," said Dyson. 

Although they are a strong team, 
the size of the team can hold them 
back. 

"We have the challenge of being 
a very small hockey team. We make 
up for it with a lot of team speed, but 
hockey is a physically demanding 
sport and -sometimes the lack of size 
and strength can be a detriment," said 
Dyson. 

Despite their winning record, they 
have had their share of tough games. 

"The toughest team we've played so 
far was Rockford. They were the best 
team in the state and we got beat 9-0," 
said Sterne. 

Dyson agrees. 
"[Rockford] works together really 

well as a team and dominated us in 
all aspects of the game. It was a very 
humbling experience for all of us but 
it did show us the level we need to 
play at to reach the goals we have set 
out for ourselves," said Dyson. 

With such an exciting season, sup­
port from the school is all the boys 
need to go far. 

15 

Season ends 
at regionals 
ByYasmyn McGee 
Perspectives Editor 

With an impressive season 
of 22-15, girls volleyball end­
ed with a disappointing loss 
at regionals. . 

They played their last two 
games at regionals on Oct. 
29 and Oct. 3 I at Glenbard 
North. The team won their 
first game against Hoffman 
Estates 25-23. However, the 
team struggled with serve 
receive and lost their second 
game against York with their 
fust match 25-18 and their 
last match 25-23. 

"We just didn't come out 
as strong as we could have," 
said coach Kris Hasty. "We 
weren't fuing on all cylinders. 
Everyone needed to step up 
and play and I didn't see that 
from everybody. I was just 
disappointed that we didn't 
go out playing our best match 
to end the season. [Still] it was 
a good year compared to last 
year. [This year] really turned 
the program around. " 

Hasty looks forward to next 
year and hopes that returning 
players will improve. 

Even though the team faced a tough 
loss against Rockford, senior Antho­
ny Brinkman puts up a fight, taking 
the puck away from opponents. 

and bolster the weaknesses 
so they are not liabilities. I think by 
the end of the season we will have 
many more items in the strength col­
umn than we do right now because 

"If I could change one thing, it 
would be to get more fan support at 
our home games.- Hockey is the most 
exciting sport in the world and we 
would love to see as many rowdy fans 
as possible at our home games," said 
Dyson. 

"Next season we have to 
work on our serve receive 
and overall working together 
as a team," said junior Emily 
Paschke. 

--------Wrestling: Season Warm-Ups 

Coaches, varsity guiding young wrestling team 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

From freshmen to varsity, 
all wrestlers are working to­
wards one common goal: 
state titles. 

"I'm expecting our varsity 
to be very competitive this 
year, because we have four to 
five returning seniors," said 
head coach Humberto Aya­
la. "We also have some very 
talented freshmen that were 
state qualifiers m middle 
school." 

Ayala is the new head 
coach An alumnus of the 
high school, Ayala currently 
teaches at West Chicago Mid­
dle School and has coached 
there. 

He hopes to bring his ex­
perience as a coach, but also 
as a wrestler at William Penn 
College to the team. 

"I'm bringing experience 
to these kids from within this 
community. Being from here, 
graduating, wrestling, and 
coaching here allows me to 
know the needs of the wres­
tlers," said Ayala. 

Senior Nick Carnot is eager 
to work with Ayala, but also 

. believes that the team has the 
right mentality this year to 

lead to success. 
"We'll continue to progress 

regardless of who's coach­
ing," said Carnot. "As a team, . 
we need to practice hard and 
stay devoted to the sport." 

Senior Jon White agrees 
with Carnot, believing that 
the boys are eager to win. 

"There's more excitement 
on the team this year. We're 
all ready to get our program 
turned around and have some 
success," said White. 

When last season ended, 
wrestlers already began pre­
paring for this season, like 
junior Tito Guillen. 

"I started wrestling with 
people from different schools, 
working on grappling and 
freestyle (techniques]," said 
Guillen. "[Wrestling them] 
shows me different moves, 
allows me to have hands on 
experience with different 
people, and prepares me for 
who I wrestle during the sea­
son." 

Their work in the off-sea­
son has already paid off. 

White placed seventh at the 
preseason national champi­
onships in Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
Oct. 31. Although he expect­
ed to place third at the match, 
he was happy with the results. 

He believes that the team 
needs to stay focused for the 
time being, and not expect re­
sults without practice. 

"It's too early to tell," said 
White of his expectations for 
the team. "You don't know 
what you really have until 
you get to that first meet." 

However senior Mike 
Theide knows that the team 
has improved, and has strong 
expectations for the year. 

"I'm pretty confident in 
our team," said Theide. "Our 
varsity wrestlers have been 
improving every year since 
freshman year. " 

With varsity nearly locked 
in for success, Guillen and 
White know that the new and 
younger wrestlers need guid­
ance. 

"We'll show them how to 
wrestle, and show them what 
mistakes they're making," 
said Guillen. "We'll also work 
with the coaches [in order] to 
work with the players." 

White plans to lead by ex­
ample, but to also be support­
ive of his fellow wrestlers. 

"Wrestling is a hard sport, 
and it's the hardest thing a lot 
of these kids ever do. It's easy 
to quit, so I'll be there as a 
moral support," said White. 
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After placing seventh In the preseason national champion­
ships In Cedar Falls, Iowa on Oct. 31, senior Jon White (right) 
practices with senior Nick Carnot In hopes of getting to the 
championships at the end of the season. 
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At the section a Is meet on Oct. 31, junior Gunnar Sterne (far left) pulls ahead from the com­
petition in the last leg of the race. 

Difficult practices 
pay off for teams 
Junior places boys best at state in six year~ 
girls qualify three runners to sectionals race 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

Grueling practices and 
long meets paid off for cross 
country, with places in the 
sectional and state meets. 

BOYS 
Finishing with the best 

placing in six years, the boys 
cross country team raced in 
the sectional meet, qualifying 
one runner for state. 

At the state meet on Nov: 
7, Junior Gunnar Sterne 
placed 134th with a time of 
16:00. 

"I was really happy," said 
head coach Paul McLeland. 
"This is the first team since 
2003 to qualify for sectionals, 
and they placed fifth, so this 
has been the best season since 
1999." 

Even though Sterne had an 
injured knee the week before, 
he placed 8th with a time of 
16:43. 

"That whole week before 
my knee hurt," said Sterne, 
"so I took it easy and just 
tried to get a top 10 placing 
so we could make It to sec­
tionals." 

time of 20:43 and Starkey 
finished I I Oth with a time of 
21:40. Sayner did not com­
plete the race. 

At the regional meet on 
Oct. 24, Eichenberger, Star­
key, and Sayner advanced to 
the sectional meet individu­
ally while the rest of the team 
was 6 points off of qualifying 
for sectionals as a team. 

"I was very happy for the 
three of them," said head 
coach Bob Maxson. "They 
qualified last year and ran the 
best times of their lives, so it 
would be nice to repeat." 

This is the first team since 2003 to qualify for sectionals, and they 
placed fifth, so this has been the best season since 1999. ' 

"It wasn't my best race," 
said Sterne. "It was hot com­
pared to the previous meets 
and my legs really hurt after 
the first mile." 

At the sectional meet on 
Oct. 31, the boys ran well, 
with Sterne advancing to the 
state meet. 

With a time of 16:30, 
Sterne placed lOth, earning 
his place at the state meet. 

"Sectionals was a lot better 
[than regionals]," said Sterne. 
"The course was muddy be­
cause it rained the three days 
before but I really surprised 
myself." 

On Oct. 24, the boys raced 
in the regional meet and 
qualified as a team to race at 
sectionals with a third place 
finish. 

- Head coach Paul McC/eland 

GIRLS 
After qualifying three run­

ners for the sectional meet, 
girls cross country looks to­
wards next season instead of 
back to a disappointing fin­
ish. 

At the sectionals meet on 
Oct. 3 I , seniors Annette 
Eichenberger, Tanya Star­
key, and sophomore Kelsey 
Sayner gave the race their all, 
but came up short. 

"I was sick for four days," 
said Eichenberger, "so I was 
just happy to run. I put my 
heart into that race but it was 
a tough course because of 
the weather. If I wasn't sick 
I could've easily qualified for 
state. " 

Out of I 56 runners, Eichen­
berger fmished 56th with a 

Eight teams ran at the re­
gional meet, each with the 
top seven varsity runners. Out 
of the 56 runners, Eichen­
berger placed I Oth with a 
time of I 9:46, Sayner placed 
I 3th with a time of 19:50, 
and Starkey placed 27th with 
a time of 20:43 on a 3 mile 
course. 

As the coach, Maxson 
believes the best proof of a 
successful season is in the 
athletes themselves and their 
personal attitudes. 

"My hope for all the ath­
letes that I coach is for them 
to be proud of their effort," 
said Maxson. "It takes a cer­
tain kind of dedication to be 
a distance runner. They all 
have worked hard through­
out the year." 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Where is the love? 
Love of the game being 
overshadowed by hostility 

Where has the civility in sports gone? 
It's been noticeably absent in recent games, whether at the 

college or professional levels. 
There have been punches thrown, and hair pulled. ESPN 

has had lots to cover this month, and judgment from the 
public has been overwhelming. 

Nonetheless, these displays of violence, aggression, and 
plain stupidity are proving one obvious fact about sports 
and the athletes that play them. These people are stressed 
out. 

Instead of writing about how these people need to be pun­
ished and fined for their stupendously idiotic actions, I'm 
going to address the obvious: They're human beings. 

On Nov. 5, New Mexico University soccer defendet Eliz­
abeth Lambert made headlines for her forceful defending 
on the field. 

The University of New Mexico was playing Brigham 
Young University [BYU] in the Mountain West Conference 
serni-fmals. Clearly Lambert was having a bad day. 

Lambert committed a series of extremely rough plays, in­
cluding kicking opponents, tackling them, punching them, 
and tripping them. 

Although some of Lambert's jabs were not completely 
premeditated [she was 
jabbed in the side by a 
BYU player which led 
to Lambert punching 
her in the back], she 
did commit an unwar-

i ranted heinous act on 
the field. 

When BYU forward 
Kassidy Shumway was 
in front of Lambert, 
Lambert swiftlyyanked ~ 

the girl's ponytail, and 
powerfully flung her to 
the ground. 

Lambert is now in­
defmitely suspended, 

and Facebook groups established in her dishonor are gain­
ing popularity fast. 

Jacob Wucka 
Editor In Chief 

Lambert has sincerely apologized, but her apology has 
been dissected and ridiculed by every commentator from 
ESPN to Fox News. · 

In no way am I excusing Lambert's choices on the field. 
But let's be reasonable. 

Obviously she deserves to be punished, and her suspen­
sion is fair. Still, she doesn't deserve to have a Facebook 
group called "Elizabeth Lambert is a *****." 

She's human, and like the rest of us, she makes mistakes. 
They may be completely out of line, and completely stu­
pid, but at the end of the day, it was a mistake. 

The same can be said for Chicago Bears defensive tackle 
Tommie Harris. 

Harris was embarrassingly ejected 45 seconds into the 
Nov. 8 game for punching Arizona's Deuce Lutui in the 
head. 

These unprovoked incidents raise concern about these 
players' mental stability on the field, but in all honesty, 
when they're in the heat of the moment, It's hard to stay 
calm. 

The semi-fmals were on the line for Lambert and the 
Bears' season IS on the line for Harris. 

Still, they threw it all away (BYU wor the game, and the 
Bears had a humiliating 41-2lloss) becau~ they let therr 
emot.tons take control. 

Feel "ret to mt.tcJZe thest peopiL for failing !herr te'l: :s, 
but we need to stop criticizmg them for letting their darker 
sides become v,;ible. 

These athletes rre plac.ed on suc.h a high pedest<:: the 
shg!,test s~p-up 1nd they fall hard Bul they are "ke the rest 
of us, and, like ll'>, C>!"n<'t be perfect ;ui the:> ti'lle 

Athlet.:-: nee•! to kt their love of the game ov<.rpowe• 
the • hvstl!e natures, and 'ms need to 'et the love o! the•· 
ttams ':>ve rower therr disarpointment ':'his may sound 
cheesy b..;t doe<in't love conquer all? 
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