












































By Megan Hernbroth
Features Editor

Grueling practices and
long meets paid off for cross
country, with places in the
sectional and state meets.

BOYS

Finishing with the best
placing in six years, the boys
cross country team raced in
the sectional meet, qualifying
one runner for state.

At the state meet on Nov.
7, Junior Gunnar Sterne
placed 134th with a time of
16:00.

“I was really happy,” said
head coach Paul McLeland.
“This is the first team since
2003 to qualify for sectionals,
and they placed fifth, so this
has been the best season since
1999.”

Even though Sterne had an
injured knee the week before,
he placed 8th with a time of
16:43.

“That whole week before
my knee hurt,” said Sterne,
“so I took it easy and just
tried to get a top 10 placing
so we could make it to sec-
tionals.”
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At the sectionals meet on Oct. 31, junior Gunnar Sterne (far left) pulls ahead from the com-
petition in the last leg of the race.

Difficult practices
pay off for teams

Junior places boy’s best at state in six years,
girls qualify three runners to sectionals race

time of 20:43 and Starkey
finished 110th with a time of
21:40. Sayner did not com-
plete the race.

At the regional meet on
Oct. 24, Eichenberger, Star-
key, and Sayner advanced to
the sectional meet individu-
ally while the rest of the team
was 6 points off of qualifying
for sectionals as a team.

“I was very happy for the
three of them,” said head
coach Bob Maxson. “They
qualified last year and ran the
best times of their lives, so it
would be nice to repeat.”

This is the first team since 2003 to qualify for sectionals, and they
placed fifth, so this has been the best season since 1999.°

-- Head coach Paul McCleland

“It wasn't my best race,”
said Sterne. “It was hot com-
pared to the previous meets
and my legs really hurt after
the first mile.”

At the sectional meet on
Oct. 31, the boys ran well,
with Sterne advancing to the
state meet.

With a time of 16:30,
Sterne placed 10th, earning
his place at the state meet.

“Sectionals was a lot better
[than regionals],” said Sterne.
“The course was muddy be-
cause it rained the three days
before but I really surprised
myself.”

On Oct. 24, the boys raced
in the regional meet and
qualified as a team to race at
sectionals with a third place
finish.

GIRLS

After qualifying three run-
ners for the sectional meet,
girls cross country looks to-
wards next season instead of
back to a disappointing fin-
ish.

At the sectionals meet on
Oct. 31, seniors Annette
Eichenberger, Tanya Star-
key, and sophomore Kelsey
Sayner gave the race their all,
but came up short.

“I was sick for four days,”
said Eichenberger, “so I was
just happy to run. I put my
heart into that race but it was
a tough course because of
the weather. If 1 wasn'’t sick
I could’ve easily qualified for
state.”

Out of 156 runners, Eichen-
berger finished S6th with a

Eight teams ran at the re-
gional meet, each with the
top seven varsity runners. Out
of the 56 runners, Eichen-
berger placed 10th with a
time of 19:46, Sayner placed
13th with a time of 19:50,
and Starkey placed 27th with
a time of 20:43 on a 3 mile
course.

As the coach, Maxson
believes the best proof of a
successful season is in the
athletes themselves and their
personal attitudes.

“My hope for all the ath-
letes that I coach is for them
to be proud of their effort,”
said Maxson. “It takes a cer-
tain kind of dedication to be
a distance runner. They all
have worked hard through-
out the year.”
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Where is the love?
Love of the game being

overshadowed by hostility

‘Where has the civility in sports gone?

It's been noticeably absent in recent games, whether at the
college or professional levels.

There have been punches thrown, and hair pulled. ESPN
has had lots to cover this month, and judgment from the
public has been overwhelming.

Nonetheless, these displays of violence, aggression, and
plain stupidity are proving one obvious fact about sports
and the athletes that play them. These people are stressed
out.

Instead of writing about how these people need to be pun-
ished and fined for their stupendously idiotic actions, I'm
going to address the obvious: They're human beings.

On Nov. 5, New Mexico University soccer defender Eliz-
abeth Lambert made headlines for her forceful defending
on the field.

The University of New Mexico was playing Brigham
Young University [BYU] in the Mountain West Conference
semi-finals. Clearly Lambert was having a bad day.

Lambert committed a series of extremely rough plays, in-
cluding kicking opponents, tackling them, punching them,
and tripping them.

Although some of Lambert’s jabs were not completely
— premeditated [she was

jabbed in the side by a
BYU player which led
to Lambert punching
her in the back], she
did commit an-unwar-
ranted heinous act on
the field.

When BYU forward
Kassidy Shumway was
in front of Lambert,

| Lambertswiftly yanked

the girl’s ponytail, and

powerfully flung her to
the ground.

Jacqb Wupka L;nxbert is now in-

Editor In Chief definitely suspended,

and Facebook groups established in her dishonor are gain-

ing popularity fast.

Lambert has sincerely apologized, but her apology has
been dissected and ridiculed by every commentator from
ESPN to Fox News. :

In no way am I excusing Lambert’s choices on the field.
But let’s be reasonable.

Obviously she deserves to be punished, and her suspen-
sion is fair. Still, she doesn't deserve to have a Facebook
group called “Elizabeth Lambert is a *****”

They may be completely out of line, a
pid, but at the end of the day, it was a mistake
The same can be said for Chicago Bez

Tommie Harris
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