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BAND OF BROTHERS 
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To the theme of "Pirates of the Caribbean," the football team runs through the tunnel of 
poms, cheerleaders, and the freshmen football players before every home game. 

New program built on team unity 
By Jacob Wucka 
Editor in Chief 

West Chicago's football 
program has a tumultuous 
history: four coaches in four 
years, low team morale, and 
even lower scores. 

However with a new coach 
and a new direction, the foot­
ball team is ready to work to­
gether for one common goal: 
a successful program. 

"The kids practice hard ev­
ery day, but we have a new 
offensive strategy, defensive 
strategy, everything for the 
kids is new," said new head 
coach Paul Reinke. "They 

.haven't had any consisten­
cy, and they have had four 
coaches over four years. I'm 
trying to bring consistency to 
this program." 

So far the team has a win­
less record with hard losses at 
Plainfield North, G lenbard 
North, and home against 
Wheaton North, Batavia, 
and a close loss to Glenbard 
East. 

According to seniors 
Scott Wheeland and Dakota 
Enders, this year seniors are 
welcoming juniors and teach­
ing them instead of treating 
them negatively like they 

· were in previous years. 
"The overall atmosphere 

has changed. We've come to­
gether and we're a lot closer 
as a team," said Wheeland. 
"We're making [the juniors] 
feel welcome. After last sea­
son, we've learned to treat 
them like they're on varsity." 

Junior Evan Bernard, who 
played on varsity last year, 
believes team chemistry is 
better this year. 

"Last year the juniors were 
despised, and the seniors 
placed themselves higher," 
said Bernard. "This year 
there's no joking around like 
that, we're all one, and we all 
hang out. This year we're all 
equal." 

Senior Michael Bryant is 
building up the junior class 
for success. 

"We're teaching a lot [to 

'I turn into this little wolverine when I go on 
the field I don't care who's out on·the field as 
long as we hit them hard and make them hurt.' 

- Senior John Wehr 

According to Reinke, the 
team is very competitive and 
able to win. 

"Our foremost strength is 
that the kids want to be good, 
and desire to be successful," 
said Reinke. "I think we bring 
a consistent work ethic, we 
have an organized and de­
tailed approach, and we have 
enthusiasm." 
· Another strength of the 

team is the different leader­
ship approach the seniors 
have taken this year. 

the juniors]," said Bryant. 
"We're trying to be a good 
starting point for the juniors 
to progress on." 

Junior Sean Paler is one of 
those working on his skills. 

"They've been really sup­
portive, and they help us with 
techniques, and how we run 
routes with the receivers," 
said Paler. 

However with the success 
of the team's bonding, there 
are also physical restraints 
that are causing problems for 

the team. 
Senior Kenny Levey hopes 

that with Reinke's new plans, 
the Wildcats will be able to 
compete better in the DVC 
for years to come. 

" [Other schools] have a 
workout program that they 
have been improving with 
for many years and we're just 
starting ours," said Kenny 
Levey "Our new workout is 
going to make us bigger, fast­
er, and stronger." 

Size constraints are also 
proving problematic for the 
team. 

"The size of our team isn't 
as great as other schools," 
said senior Deven Lopez. 
"It's really hard to go against 
schools with 80 or 90 kids 
when we have far less." 

Although there are clear 
limitations of the Wildcats, 
the boys still have a strong in­
tensity and are ready to win. 

"I turn into this little wol­
verine when I go on the 
field," said senior John Wehr. 
"I don't care who's out on the 
field as long as we hit them 
hard and make them hurt." 

Bernard knows the pres­
sure that comes with every 
game, and he is motivated by 
the fact that he has something 
to prove when he plays. 

"We all need to focus on 
our jobs and get ready to 
roll," said Bernard. "We have 
to get our minds around all 
the hype that comes with ev­
ery game, and get ready to 
go.') 

Enders is striving hard to 
prove the team is better than 
what the rivals think. 

"What drives me is the fact 
that we have the chance to 
show up a Glenbard, to beat 
a Wheaton-Warrenville, and 
have an upset game," said 
Enders. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

What's in a name? 
Being in the squad is more 
than just wearing at-shirt 

It's amazing how entitled a $15 t-shirt with a funny nick­
name and number on the back can make a person feel. 
Squad shirts: Admit it, if you didn't buy one this year, you 
most likely own one from a previous year. 

Still, that piece of fabric represents more than just an av­
erage t-shirt you wear. 

The squad represents a large portion of the student body 
that comes out every Friday, sporting blue and white body 
paint, maybe an outrageous outfit, and one or two mem­
bers may be carrying a didgeridoo (although I have yet to 
see one this year). 

Of course the squad chants and shows their support for 
the guys on the field; shouting chants like my personal fa­
vorite of this year: "John who? John Wehr!" 

And during the games, everyone seems to be having a 
good time, and everyone seems united in unwavering sup­
port of the Wildcats. 

But let's take into account every other day of the week. 
What's the attitude around school? If you think it's all posi­
tive about the football team, you're definitely wrong. 

Now the squad can be defined as the cheering section of 
the bleachers for sophomores, juniors, and seniors. Sorry 
freshmen, you're not technically allowed (even though you 
take up half the bleachers at home games). 

But once everyone starts talking bad about the team, 
whether during a game or after, you don't deserve to call 
yourself a squad member anymore. 

It doesn't matter if the team is losing or not having the 
best game, you have to stay there and support. It's the team's 
job to play and it's our job to cheer them on. 

Also, the squad needs to set an example to our rival 
teams. They come to the games too, decked out in their 
school colors and maybe they have bongo drums (in vari­
ance to our didgeridoos). 

Rival squads come to our home games for three reasons: 
to cheer on their team, to watch us lose (because it's what 
they expect), and to rally against our squad by being more 
dedicated than us. 

We need to show them that even if our team loses to 
their team, we're still here supporting our guys as loud as 
we can, and with the same, if not more, intensity than what 
our rivals have. 

This is especially true at home games, but also at away 
games. Does anyone remember the Glenbard North game 
on Friday? At the start, the bleachers were filled. By the 
third quarter, there were four upperclassmen left. 

Our boY.s are on the field until the last play, and we should 
be in the stands until then too. 

At the GBN game, there was more than just a weak 
squad. We were down harshly the entire game, and even 
before the game the guys were harassed by GBN's fans, 
who waited outside their locker room. 

I don't know how these guys can stay motivated getting 
beaten weekly so far. That's why we have to be in the stands 
supporting the team. We have to keep these boys' spirits up. 
That's what it means to be a true member of the squad. 
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