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Senior Brian Skrypczak spends his afternoons at the ballpark announcmg games for the
varsity team as a way to help out his fellow Wildcats.

e BEDING he Scenes

Hernbroth
Features Editor

Behind the glass or in the
dugout, two individuals get
a front-row seat to the ac-
tion of every home varsity
baseball game. As announcer
and team manager, these two
students are the faceless indi-
viduals that make every game
possible.

As manager of the baseball
team, sophomore Nici Bur-

lingame stays in the dugout

throughout the games with
a great view, but the crowd
may not even be aware she is
there.

“Istill wanted tobe involved

. in a school activity somehow,
but I wasn't in poms any-
more,” said Burlingame. “I
heard in the announcement
they were looking for a base-
ball manager so I decided to
giveita try.”

As part of her crucial role,
Burlingame attends every
varsity game no matter what
the forecast and keeps track
of every run, score, and out.

“Lately, I've been bring-
ing the guys food to keep
their spirits up,” said Burlin-
game. “I try to cheer them
up if they’re down with a lot
of chocolate, and I think it
helps.”

One of the upsides of Bur-
lingame’s duties is the friend-
ships she believes she has
with the rest of the team.

“I get to hang out with
guys all the time,” said Bur-
lingame. “It’s really cool to
see how they act when they
aren't trying to impress peo-
ple, like when they're in the
dugout or the locker room:. I
see a lot of the guys during
the school day and we talk
outside of school or games.”

With one season of expe-
rience under her belt, Burl-
ingame can not wait to con-
tinue her duties next year.

“Coach [Dan] McCarthy
already asked me to do it un-

Baseball

til I graduate, so I think I'm
going to,” said Burlingame.

Next up to bat is senior
Brian Skrypczak, the official
announcer for every varsity
home baseball game.

“My friend Jordan said the
coach was looking for an an-
nouncer for the season,” said
Skrypczak. “I checked with
the coach and I was more
than happy to do it.”

Skrypczak - attends every
game, announcing the start-
ing line-up for both teams and
informs the crowd of who is
up to bat at that moment.

“I set up.and announce the
whole starting line-up before
the game actually starts,” said
Skrypczak. “I also get to pick
the music before the game.”

Skrypczak believes his job |

has made an impact on the
crowds as well as the team.
“I think I really give a voice
to the game,” said Skrypczak.
“I really bring the enthusi-
asm to the crowd and update
them with the score. Coach

of
said I was

the official voice of the Wild-
cats.”

Skrypczak has a bird’s-eye
view of the field, an optimal
position to give the crowd a
true Wildcat experience.

“The best part is getting
to see every game and I get
a great view from the box,”
said Skrypczak.

As part of his duties, Skryp-
czak believes he has gained
speaking skills on top of the
other benefits of being the
annourncer.

“I really think I've gotten
better speaking skills from
this,” said Skrypczak, “but
being committed. to every
game is a lot harder than you
would think.”

One thing both the man-
ager and the announcer agree
on is, even if the weather may

“not be the best, they are there

to support their Wildcats.
“It’s always tough when it’s

_cold and this box has no heat-

ing,” said Skrypczak. “And
it's tough to watch them lose,
but I feel that it’s worth it
overall.”

Photo by Megan Hernbroth
Sophomore Nici Burlmgame stays in the dugout keeping
track of all the important stats as the team manager.
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