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Season Wrap Up---------------

Rain delays Cats' regional hopes 
By Greg Vodicka 
Editor in Chief 

"I think we came out a lit­
tle dead, and we can't let that 
happen," Rovtar admitted. 

After three innings in the According to Rovtar, at this 
rain, the Wildcats lead over point in the season, teams are 
Rolling Meadows 3-1 in their aware of their biggest threats 
first game in the regional . and know how to defend 
bracket As of press time the them. It makes for some low 
final score from the game is scoring games. 
not available. However, that was not 

With three runs in three true for the Wildcats victory 
innings and a solo homerun against Wheaton Warrenville 
from junior Kaity Olsen, the South May 20. Connolly's 10 
ladies proved they came to strikeouts held the Tigers to 
play in the post season. 

"We were really moving 
around runners which is 
what we wanted to see," se­
nior Chrissie Rovtar said. 

The Cats ended their regu­
lar season play with a .close 
win against Wheaton North 
May 21. With primed de­
fenses on both sides, the 
game was scoreless until the 
6th inhing. Following Olsen's 
base hit, sophomore Mary 
Connolly smacked a double 
to right field moving Olsen 
in scoring position. Rovtar 
took the RBI for the lone run 
of the game, leaving the score 
1-0 in the Wildcat's favor. 

27-5 
three runs, while sophomore 
Alyson Taddeucci and Rovtar 
went 3-for4 and Olsen went 
2-for4, adding to the Wild­
cats bank of I 0 total runs. 

"It was [Wheaton Warren­
ville South's) senior night so 
we were all pretty pumped," 
said senior Courtney Macko. 

Several players who do not 
normally start got to see the 
field this game proving that 
the team has plenty of depth. 

"I'm confident with every­
one on the team and every­
one can pull their own weight 

out there. That's really going 
to help us in the playoffs," 
Connolly said. 

Coming off of a loss late in 
the week, the Cats beat Glen­
bard North 1-0 May 18. 

"We took advantage of an 
error which made the dif­
ference in the game," said 
Rovtar. 

As the Cats leave confer­
ence play and move onto 
fighting for a regional title, 
they continue to have a rough 
road ahead of them. Head 
Coach Emily Johnson says 
that the competition level is 
still high. 

"We are going to have to 
work for every run: Nothing 
will be handed to us," John-

son said. 
Johnson still feels that the 

.team needs work on staying 
mentally strong. 

"I need to see that we can 
come from behind," said 
Johnson. 

One loss elimination in 
the post season means every 
game could be the last ac­
cording to Connolly. 

"Before, we were playing 

Runners) ;umpers advance at state 
By Alexis Hosticka 
Perspectives Editor 

For the second year in a 
row, junior Annette Eichen­
berger traveled to the girls 
track state meet, taking third 
place in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:15. 

Although Eichenber was 
the only member of the girls 
track team to qualify for state, 
many members of the team 
made personal bests at the 
sectional meet 

"We had a lot of new tal­
ent this year, but we had 
a tough year," said head 
coach George Petml!zas. 
"We fought through a lot of 
injuries and illnesses which 
I think drained the girls, but 
during this last month, they 
really bounced back." 

Petmezas thinks that that 
girls worked their hardest this 
season and hopes that next 
season will be even more suc­
cessful. 

"I would 1ove it if all the 
runners did summer camp 
and cross country, it really 
helps keep them in shape and 
ready for next season," said 
Petmezas. 

Junior Matt Kubik and 
sophomore Jeff Foreman are 
the sole qualifiers for the boys 

Photo by Evan Morgan 

Junior Matt Kubik defeated 
Glenbard East in order to 
take first place in the DVC 
meet May 15. 

state meet, which will be held 
Friday, Saturday, and Sun­
day. 

Kubik's qualifying pole 
vault was 13'9", which earned 
him second place. 

"I was just getting off of 
being sick, so I was nervous," 
said Kubik. "I was down to 
my third jump which was my 
last to qualify. My 
bones were· shaking an I was 
really nervous, but I was real­
ly happy when I cleared it!" 

Foreman took ftrst place 
at the sectional with a high 
jump of 6'4". 

Three relay teams also 
competed. The 1600 relay 
team was 1.51 seconds.away 
from qualifying for state. The 
group of seniors Zach Mow­
en, Trent Arney, and Kyle 
Nichol and junior Nick Haw­
co placed 5th and broke a 30 
year old school record with a 
time of 3:26.18. 

The 400 relay team made 
up of seniors Alex Pirela, 
Trent Arney, Kyle Nichol, 
and Zach Mowen placed 
third at the sectional with a 
season-best. 

The 3200 relay team of se­
niors Brian and Doug Mateas 
and sophomores Derrik Pi­
etrobon and Gunnar Sterne 
placed fifth. 

not to lose. Now we are play­
irig to win," said Connolly. 

Even at the second seed, 
Rovtar believes that the team 
needs to take all opponents 
seriously. 

"It all depends on what 
team comes out to play and 

wants it more," said Rovtar. 
· However, junior Taylor 
Dash said that she is confi­
dent and not going to let the 
pressure get to her. · 

''I'm not nervous," Dash 
said. "I'm more excited to 
see· how well we do." 

Photo Greg 

Sophomore Mary Connolly competes among the best -pitch· 
ers In state while destroying their ERA's at the same time. 

Sophomore Meagan Radloff maneuvers the ball away from 
opponents at the game against Naperville Central. 

Success out of reach 
By Alex Lima 
Reporter 

Finishing their season with 
a harsh loss in their second re­
gional game against Conant 
on May 19, the girls soccer 
team ended their tough sea­
son. 

,In the ftrst regional game 
on May 16, the lady Wild­
cats dominated the Elgin 
Maroons and won 5-0. Prior 
to their win against Elgin, 
the girls were on a winning 
streak, and placed first in the 
Bartlett Tournament May 6 
through May 9. In the open­
ing game of tlie tournament, 
the girls tied with Bartlett 1-1 . 
However, the girls got back 
on track and slaughtered 
Glenbard North 6-0. After 
easing their way past Glen-

bard North, the girls kept 
their winning streak alive on 
May 9 and beat Plainfteld 
South 3-1. 

"We started off timid but 
we progressed into a well 
developed team," said sopho-

8-9-3 
more Chloe Ellis. 

Ellis noticed big improve­
ment from last year with 
coach Cesar Gomez. 

"I think he has gotten bet­
ter with the girls," said Ellis. 
"He helps a lot of us out." 

Gomez has helped the girls 
work better as a team. 

"We've progressed as a 
team and played together to 
play good soccer," said soph­
omore Kelsey Whitaker. "It's 
been a challenge. " 
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S tf k t • Team focusing on building strength for next 
U C 0 U • year after losing .strong senior pitchers, hitters 

By Clark Hudman 
Reporter 

the season finally draws 
to an end, the boys baseball 
team ran out of strikes, after 
losing in the state playoff 
game on Monday 

Looking like a slip and 
slide with rain dampening 
the field, the Rams took the 
better of West Cnicago as 
they topped them 6-3, oust­
ing them from playoffs . 

The Wildcats will have 
big shoes tq fill as they will 

. lose their three top hitters in 
Ethan Bureau, Rhett Gunder­
son, and Tyler Christ. Two 
top pitchers Jordan Long and 
Trevor Bodie, who fought 
injuries all season, are also 
graduating. 

Christ reeled in a .460 bat­
ting average, and had six 
home runs, snagging the sea­
son batting average record of 
.448 from Wildcats legend, 
Barret Seratto, who is now 
starting at Purdue University. 

The year started and ended 
strong for Christ, as he mixed 

his excellent play at the plate 
with acrobatic catches in cen­
ter field. 

Christ's all-conference se­
lection was no surprise for 

12-14-1 · a great job this year, exceed­
ing my expectations. He has 
hit for average, hit for power, 

head coach Dan McCarthy. and has been rock solid de-
"Tyler [Christ) has done fensively in center field," said 

·. --
by Clark Hudmon 

Senior Tyler Christ keeps others on their toes with his All Conference hitting and outfleldlng 
skills. 

Sams. 
The team faced Naperville 

Central at an away game on 
May 14, losing 13-2 against 
what some players describe 
as an aggressive team. 

"They were a tough team 
and their players were really 
aggressive," said Sams. "It 
was a crazy game." 

Even though they may not 
win every game, the team still 
sees an improvement from 
earlier this season. 

"Our chemistry has. gotten 
a lot better," said varsity cap­
tain junior Blake Zampano. 
"Because we're such a young 
team and we've bonded so 
well, it will hopefully be bet­
ter next year." 

Photo by Megan Hernbroth 

Sophomores Jeremy Plane (18) and Austin Barber (22) go side by side as they face Waubon· 
sle Valley at home April 23. · 

Competing against Glen­
bard West on May 12, the 
team missed a win with a 
score of 15-3. 

Looking at losses positively 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 

As a rough season nears a 
close for boys lacrosse, the 
team and coaches both look 
to every game as a learn­
ing experience to benefit the 
team in the future. 

"We are a young team and 
we are learning as we went 
along," said Chris Conner, 
one of the two head coaches. 

year's team will be bet­
ter and more experienced. 
Most of the team is sopho­
mores now and next year 
they'll have another year of 

experience under their belt." 
Ending the regular season, 

the team went up against 
Waubonsie Valley for a sec­
ond time, losing 15-2. 

With a tough game against 
Geneva, the team played 
hard, forcing Geneva to for· 

0-13 
feit with 6 minutes left m 
the game, changing a JO.S 
Wildcat loss into a tie-game, 
boosting the Wildcats into 
the play-offs. 

Their frrst play-off game is 
against the winless Grayslake 

North on Thursday, but the 
score was not available as of 
press time. 

Against Wheaton North at 
home on May 19, the team 
tried to keep up and fell short 
only slightly with a score of 
8-4. . 

Competing against St. Rita 
on May 16, the team lost I 7-
7, although the offense tried 
to hold their ground against a 
tougher defense. 

"Our offense did all right 
but they scored on us off fast 
breaks because our midfield 
players are tired," said sopho­
more varsity player Darrek 

As a former varsity mem­
ber, junior Brandon Cleek 
switched to junior varsity af­
ter witnessing the fast-paced 
games at the varsity level. 

"I started late last year," 
said Cleek. "And varsity is 
a lot faster-paced obviously, 
and you need a lot more skill. 
When I didn't know what 
was going on, I'd get frus­
trated with the game and go 
nowhere." 

With a year of extra train­
ing on the N level, Cleek 
hopes to be prepared for an 
even better season next year. 

"We knew it was going to 
be a tough season because we 
lost 14 of our senior players 
and only four of the current 

McCarthy. 
Senior Cole Paler has 

stepped up for the Wildcats, 
as Bodie has fallen out of the 
rotation. He was S-0 this year 
in the support role, and was a 
nice surprise for McCarthy. 

"I do what I can for the 
team, my main goal is to give 
the team an opportunity to 
win the game every . time I 
step out there," said Paler. 

Many juniors stepped up 
for the Wildcats, though they 
will need to gain confidence 
for next year, said McCarthy. 

"As a class, they have to im­
prove their mental approach 
to the game and not get so 
down on themselves when 
things don't go as planned," 
said McCarthy. 

Baseball is not over for 
many players, including 
Bodie who will be going to 
St. Joseph's College in Indi­
ana. Long is going to Taylor 
University in Indiana, Christ 
is attending Lawrence Uni­
versity and Bureau will being 
playing baseball at Eastern Il-
linois University. · 

players were on varsity last 
year," said Cleek. "Hopefully 
for next year we'll all know 
how to play better with one 
year of experience under our 
belts." 

During their game against 
Wheaton North on May 7, the 
team lost with an unrecorded 
score, but some players are 
starting to see improvement 
with every experience. 

"We are a young team with 
a lot of individual talent," 
said sophomore varsity player 
Austin Barber. "We only have 
one senior on varsity and we 
are playing against teams of 
almost all seniors. It has been 
a tough season so far but we 
are keeping our heads up and 
improving every game." 

During their face off with 
York High School on May 
4, the team was able to keep 
the score tied leading up to 
half-time, but lost it during 
the second half, losing_ overall 
13-6. 

"We have a really fresh 
team," said Cleek. "But it's 
hard because we're not part 
of the school. We're a club 
sport so it's hard to get stu­
dents that would be really 
good at lacrosse to come out. 
The cost for it is high and the 
equipment is really expen­
sive, so people don't ·always 
want to play." 

Even though boys lacrosse 
is not part of the school's 
athletic program, the team 
plays teams in and out of the 
DVC and retain the Wildcat 
stamp. 
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by Megan Hernbroth 

Senior Brian Skrypczak spends his afternoons at the ballpark announcing games for the 
varsity team as a way to help out his fellow Wildcats. 

:!!~~:Behind the scenes of""'·· 
Features Editor B as e ball the official voice of the Wild­

Behind the glass or in the 
dugout, two individuals get 
a front-row seat to the ac­
tion of every home varsity 
baseball game. As announcer 
and team manager, these two 
students are the faceless indi-
viduals that make every game 
possible. 

As manager of the baseball 
team, sophomore Nici Bur­
lingame stays in the dugout 
throughout the games with 
a great view, but the crowd 
may not even be aware she is 
there. 

"I still wanted to be involved 
. in a school activity somehow, 

but I wasn't in poms any­
more," said Burlingame. "I 
heard in the announcement 
they were looking for a base­
ball manager so I decided to 
give it a try." 

As part of her crucial role, 
Burlingame attends every 
varsity game no matter what 
the forecast and keeps track 
of every run, score, and out. 

"Lately, I've been brlng­
ing the guys food to keep 
their spirits up," said Burlin­
game. "I try to cheer them 
up if they're down with a lot 
of chocolate, and I think it 
helps." 

One of the upsides of Bur­
lingame's duties is the friend­
ships she believes she has 
with the rest of the team. 

"I get to hang out with 
guys all the time,'' said Bur­
lingame. "It's really cool to 
see how they act when they 
aren't trying to impress peo­
ple, like when they're in the 
dugout or the locker room. I 
see a lot of the guys during 
the school day and we talk 
outside of school or games." 

With one season of expe­
rience under her belt, Burl-. . . 
mgame can not watt to con-
tinue her duties next year. 

"Coach [Dan] McCarthy 
already asked me to do it un-

til I graduate, so I think I'm 
going to," said Burlingame. 

Next up to bat ·is senior 
Brian Skrypczak, the official 
announcer for every varsity 
horne baseball game. 

"My friend Jordan said the 
coach was looking for an an­
nouncer for the season," said 
Sktypczak. "I checked with 
the coach and I was more 
than happy to do it." 

Skrypczak attends every 
game, announcing the start­
ing line-up for both teams and 
informs the crowd of who is 
up to bat at that moment. 

"I set up and announce the 
whole starting line-up before 
the game actually starts," said 
Skrypczak. "!also get to pick 
the music before the game." 

Skrypczak believes his job · 
has made an impact on the 
crowds as well as the team. 

"I think I really give a voice 
to the game," said Skrypczak. 
"! really bring the enthusi­
asm to the crowd and update 
them with the score. Coach 

cats.11 
Skrypczak has a bird's-eye 

view of the field, an optimal 
position to give the crowd a 
true Wildcat experience. 

"The best part is getting 
to see every game and I get 
a great view from the box," 
said Skrypczak. 

As part of his duties, Skryp­
czak believes he has gained 
speaking skills on top of the 
other benefits of being the 
announcer. 

"I really think I've gotten 
better speaking skills from 
this," said Skrypczak, "but 
being committed to every 
game is a lot harder than you 
would think." 

One thing both the man­
ager and the announcer agree 
on is, even if the weather may 
not be the best, they are there 
to support their Wildcats. 

"It's always tough when it's 
. cold and this box has no heat­
ing," said Skrypczak. "And 
it's tough to watch them lose, 
but I feel that it's worth it 
overall." 

Photo by Hernbroth 
Sophomore Nici Burlingame stays in the dugout keeping 
track of all the important slats as the team manager. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Missing tradition 
Three years of sports columns have come and gone. For 

my last sports column I will ever write for the Chronicle I 
really wanted to make this one count. 

One of the very first columns I wrote was how I felt it was 
not time to leave the DuPage Valley Conference. 

As proud and stubborn as I am, I have a hard time admit­
ting to myself that moving conferences is necessary. Even 
after two seasons with losing records, I am still not ready to 
say that leaving is the best decision. 

I think that students and staff alike get too caught up in 
the conference debate. Always looking for the easy way 
out, we neglect to look at the real reason West Chicago is 
stuck in the inevitable losing rut. It is hard for me to· point 
out one reason for the losing streak when there are plenty of 
pieces to the puzzle that might need to be moved around. 

However, one problem that I am convinced holds us back 
is that "West Chicago mentality." 

That kid that refuses to play football because lle says that 
he doesn't want to be on a losing team, the girl who refuses 
to play softball because she thinks she isn't good enough, 
and those parents who move their kids to private school 
because they refuse to be part of a dying athletic program, 
all are prime examples of that mentality. · 

Where did this distrust and disrespect come from? For 
Wego athletes, it bas become an uphill climb and a losing 

not to 
opJruons. Plenty of athletes have 'the same mentality that 
they are inferior to the Wheaton or Naperville teams. 

One thing I would like to see come out of West Chicago 
is tradition; that need to be involved in athletics because it is 
expected of you. Conference title is an anticipated stepping 
stone to reach that state championship game that is antici-
pated. · 

Each school in the DVC plans to see the field in early No­
vember when the Cats have turned in their equipment and 
been off for over a month. 

Where did that lack ofenthusiasm come from? When did 
we decide to throw in the towel and give up on goals that all 
athletes share? 

Some might remember the fall of 2003 when the 
made it to the playoff$. That was the most excited I've 
seen this town get. 

As students, staff, and the rest of the community jumped 
on the bandwagon, there was Wildcat fever in the air. We 
don't give this town enough credit for how encouraging it 
can be. This community feeds the fire that this student l?ody 
creates. And that was just one game into the playoffs. Imag­
ine making it to state. This town would erupt. 

I would have loved nothing more than to have made it to 
the playoffs this season and walk onto that home turf know­
ing we were the team that made the difference. The dream 
is gone, and it is up to upcoming years to live it. 

I want all Wildcats to realize that all the pieces to 
puzzle are there, and it is time we all took advantage of that 
opportunity. 
· Leaving the conference might be the quickest path to the 

playoffs and a successful season, but I still say the DVC is the 
to be until we take care of our unfinished business. 
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