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April 30, 2009

Wildcat Chronicle

West Chicago’s Superfan

By Greg Vodicka

Editor in Chief

It’s a sunny Saturday afternoon in April. The
team is warming up on the diamond, while the
‘opponent’s bus pulls up. With the smell of grilled
hot dogs and fresh cut grass, it is a perfect day for

a ball game.

“Let’s go Wildcats!” Superfan Dan Rakow
shouts from the top of the bleachers at the park, his
home away from home.

After over 20 say hi,” said Dan
years of reli- According
gious attendance to Eldra, Dan
to Community has made tons ||
High School of friends over
sporting events, the years, and
Dan is widely he regularly
recognized as a sits with cer-
WeGo superfan. tain  families.

“[Dan]  just. Often Dan is
loves to be part approached by
of the commu- other fans due to

nity, and the
games give him
.a place to talk
to all the people
he meets,” said
Dan’s mother El-
dra Rakow.

After  being
diagnosed with
autism at 8, Dan
left public school
and joined the
Little  Friends
school out of Na-
perville. Howev-
er, he did receive
a diploma from
Community
High School.

“[Dan] likes
things over and
over again, and

it takes him awhile to adapt to new things,”

Eldra.

Being able to retain and recall information is a

quality Dan has.

. “Dan remembers everything. If you ever have
trouble remembering something, just ask Dan,”

said Eldra. -

Discovering his love for sporting events when he
was still a teenager attending high school football
games, at 44, Dan still rarely misses a home game.

“He tries to attend as many home games as he
can,” said Eldra. “He fits his life around the sched-

ule.”

Known for his positive attitude no matter what
the outcome of the game, Dan rarely gets discour-

aged after a loss.

“He is a very positive cheerer and optlmlstlc even
- when the team is struggling,” said Eldra.

day’s game against Batavia, Dan cheers after the team won 9-3.

After a tough loss, Eldra said that Dan will come
home and tell her that next time the team plays they
will win.

“[Dan] goes to the games whether we wm or
lose,” said Eldra.

Admitting softball season is his favorite, Dan said
that he started attending softball games regularly af-
ter having several friends who played on the varsity
team. These games have shown to be his favorite
because of the wide array of friends that he’s made.

“Whenever I bump into past players I always will

his reputation as
WeGo's number
one fan.

“People find
out who I am
and then will
talk to me at
the games,” said
Dan.

Besides com-
munity members
and  students,
Dan also has
built relation-
ships with staff
i, : " such as coach
' ’ & Paul McLeland.
Dan met McLe-
land  through

%

Photo by Jacob Wucka
Dan Rakow tries to attend-all of softball’'s home games. At Satur-

ball games.
said

Splash Water Park.-

in touch with the community.

In addition to football and softball games, Dan
said he has been to several baseball games and also
a few track meets.

A September football game against Wheaton
Warrenville South in 2004 was Dan’s most fond
memory of a game.

“The Poms dedicated a dance performance to
me,” said Dan. “They did a dance to the song ‘This
is your Night,’ by Amber, because they knew I loved
that song.”

After a conference title last softball season, Dan
now cheers the team on in hopes of another title.

How does Dan affect the

atmosphere at games?

Senior Varsity Softball Player Senior d Leader Softball Head Coach
- Courtney Macko Blaine Flanagan Emily Johnson
“Even hearing him when I'm “Dan is always happy, and “It’s always good to hear a

on the bench makes me want
to cheer harder because of
hotw hard he’s cheering.”
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familar, encouraging voice
- from the stands. It’s very
comforting.”

his happiness brushes off on
everyone else and motivates - -.
everyone on the team.”
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McLeland an- |§
nouncing basket- |

Basketball season is especially important to Dan '
because in the summer he has plenty of opportu- [

nities to see his friends at summer events or Turtle {8

During the winter, he relies on the games to keep |

' Sending players
mixed messages

The «numrbet one objective teams and coaches
work towards is 'impro'vement Building a com-
;peutwe team or improving a team starts in the
off-season.  Any athlete would agree that the
‘best athletes always find a way to improve. -

e much mpmvement can happen during
th season, the off-season is a time that should
provement and preparation.

g for the missing link to make
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