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U npredictabfy 
consistent team 
By Jacob Wucka 
Sports Editor 

Struggling to keep a 
winning momentum, 
the boys volleyball 
team is trying to lift 
themselves 
of their current 
losing situation. 

"We just. need 
to be more consis­
tent," said head 
coach Kris 

can 
ure out 
what's 

get our 
game 
back." 

Enter-
ing its season, the team knew 
it was going to be a challenge, 
especially after losing seven 
varsity members from the 
previous year. 

However, the team is work­
ing to overcome such obsta­
cles, including the challenge 
of filling their lineup after se: 
nior Dan Calabrese sprained 

.r his ankle. 
"We just need to work 

harder on our blocking and 
going after every ball," said 
senior captain Steven Ro­
manelli. 

Romanelli also believes 
the team needs to focus on 

improving communication 
skills. 

"We try to bring it in to­
gether after every play," 

said Romanelli. "If some­
one misses a play, we tell 
them to shake it off and 

go get the next one." 
Senior captain 

Photo Illustration by 
Jessica Bergmanu 

5-18 
Ryan Krage believes 
that the team needs to 

have more fun. 
"Our most recent 

strategy is having 
fun, and hoping 

that it will make us 
play better," said Krage. 

However, Krage doesn't 
want the team to reserve 
all the fun for the court. He 
hopes that the team can bond 
outside of the gym. 

"Steve and I are trying 
to do the same team bond­
ing things like we did last 
year," said Krage. "This year, 
we're thinking maybe paint­
balling." 

The Wildcats rally against 
the Wheaton North Falcons 
on Thursday in Bishop Gym 
at6 p.m .. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Sophomore Ftachel Thomas charges along the sideline, avoiding opponents at the game 
against the Glenbard East · 

Middle of the road 
Girls working hard to have season immortalized in gym 

By Alex Lima 
Reporter 

Starting the season with 
four wins, three losses, and 
two ties, the girls soccer team 
is on pace to keep its season 
goal of putting a plaque up 
on the wall of Bishop Gym 
next to the girl soccer player. 

"According to senior cap­
tain Kristen Day, the goal is 
still within reach. 

"We are really determined 
to accomplish our goal," said 
Day. "We've worked harder 
than ever." 

The lady Wildcats lost a 
game against division rival 
Wheaton Warrenville' South 
but defeated the other divi-

sion rival Glenbard North, 
keeping hopes of being one 
of the top teams in the DVC. 

After a string of crucial 
losses against Wheaton 
North, and Hinsdale Central, 
the girls worked hard to turn 
things around. 

4-4-2 
"When we step off the field 

we forget about the game and 
concentrate on what we did 
wrong to improve," said Day. 

Improve the girls did, as the 
girls got back to their winning 
ways as they defeated Glen­
bard East on April 23. 

Sophomore Meagan Ra- · 
dloff used her speed to her 

advantage as she sped past 
Glenbard East's defenders to 
score. 

Minutes after scoring Ra­
. dloff scored her second goal 
to give the lady Wildcats the 
2-0 lead. The girls went on 
to score two more goals and 
won the game 4-1. 

"We're trying to play one 
more game than we did last 
year," said Day. "This will be 
done with our hard work and 
determination." 

Thursday the girls . play 
West Aurora at West Aurora 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. The 
next home game is Monday 
when the lady Wildcats go 
up against Downers Grove 
North at 6:30p.m. 

Spring in their step: High expectations 
for outdoor season 

By Payton Bayless 
Reporter 

Winter has ended, allowing 
the track season to leave the 

< indoors, and head into the 
cool spring air. 

With one runner placing 
in the top six at the indoor 
state meet, the boys outdoor 
track team is steadily making 
its way to state again. The 

c team and coaches say that 
they even prefer the outdoor 
season. 

"Indoor was for training, 
getting the guys in shape, 
and giving the boys a taste of 

r what is to come, but outdoor 
has better turns, more space, 
and we get to wear spikes," 
said head coach Paul McLe­
land. 

, Several stand-out members, 
including senior captai.Ii.s 
Zach Mowen, who was in­
jured throughout the indoor 
season, and Kyle Nichol, se­
niors Doug and Brian Mateas, 

and junior pole vaulter Matt 
Kubik, will play an important 
role in the events the team 
hopes to qualify for state in. 

Motivation to compete 
comes from many different 
SOUFCeS. 

"The biggest part of mo­
tivation is to not let yourself 
get discouraged in competi­
tion, but to look forward and 
always end on a good note," 
said Kubik. 

Also having one member 
qualify for state, the girls out­
door track team is fighting its 
way towards the top. 

"Many of [the girls) are 
finding that they are getting 
healthier and getting better 
times at the meets," said head 
coach George Petmezas. 

Among the stand-outs on 
the team are sophomores An­
nette Eichenberger and Karlie 
Becker who will help lead the 
team to state. 

"We're defrnitely hop-

ing for at least one person 
to qualify for state, but hav­
ing more than one would be 
great," said freshman m!Je 
runner Kelsey Sayner. 

Though it is an individual 
sport, the team does a lot of 
team bonding during prac­
tices and the coaches make 
sure to remind all the athletes 
that they are competing for a 
team victory at the end, said 
Petmezas. 

Always striving for im­
provement, the two teams 
will keep pushing towards the 
title of DVC champ. 

"It's very hard to compete 
against schools with triple 
the amount of members, but 
anything is possible," said 
Petmezas. 

The boys team will com­
pete against Wa.ubonsie on 
Saturday at 10 a.m. The girls 
will face Wheaton Warren­
ville South for their DVC 
meet May 7 at 4:30p.m. 

Photo by Jacob Wucka 
Seniors Alex Plrela (left) and Zach Mowen warm up by run­
ning straigh-aways as they prepare for the meet at Gl11nbard 
South on Friday. 
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Sticking together through losses 
By Megan Hernbroth 
Features Editor 0-10 

Sams. 
As a team, however, bonds 

are closer than they have been 

After a string of heavy 
losses, the boys lacrosse team 
looks to practices as its main 
hope for success this season. 

Zero wins puts a damper on team morale in previous years. 
"We get along a lot better 

than we did last year," said 
Sams. "We have a better 
group and we work together 
a lot better." 

The team faced Naperville 
,Central on Tuesday, and lost 
by a devastating score of I I­
I. 

Winless so far, the team has 
lost ten games including 20-2 
against Marian Catholic and 
15-7 against Geneva. 

On April 21, the team had 
another game against Ge­
neva, btit the game was can­
celled due to rain. 

Against Waubonsie Valley 
on April23, the team lost IS­
I as both offense and defense 
lost their footing. 

Varsity head coach Dave 
Pater also has hopes for the 
season, but insists that prac­
tice is the best possible way to 
improve the team. 

"The best possible way 
would be to have the guys 
play the game well and prac­
tice more," said Pater. 

Practices incorporate game 
situations with a base of team 
work. 

"They focus on a lot of 
team work and offense and 
defense situations during 
practice," said Pater. 

Before the MariaJI and 
Geneva losses, the team had 
only a few practices. Some of 
the players blame the heavy 
scoring for the opposition on 
the lack of a sturdy defense as 
a team. 

"We have a lot of young, 
inexperienced guys on varsity 
defense," said junior and var­
sity captain Blake Zampano, 
"They really try to live up to 
varsity and play well.-

Photo by Megan Hernbroth 

Sophomore RJ Kobringer (right) rushes aside an opponent at West Chicago's game against 
Waubonsie on April 23. 

With hopes of success for 
the season, some players wish 
they were more acknowl­
edged by the school as a le­
gitimate after-school activity. 

"I definitely think we 
should be part, of the school's 
athletics," said Sams. "It 
would also be really cool to 
play on the football field or 
have our own lacrosse field at 
the actual high school instead 
of at the middle school." 

around. thing." 

With more practices, the 
team hopes to turn its, luck 

"We need a lot more prac­
tice," said sophomore varsity 
player Darrek Sams. "If we 
don't try as hard, there's no 
way we'll be able to win any-

On April 18-19, the team 
hosted the Sticks and Stones 
tournament at West Chicago 
Middle School. 

team lost all five matches. A 
few gamesenqed without a 

· Wildcat score. 
"We had a few points, out 

overall it definitely wasn't 
a good tournament," said With a lack of scoring, the 

Tennis 
By Evan Morgan 
Reporter 

With a total of seven matcqes 
under its belt, the boys tennis team 
:fuives onward with the goal of state 
qualifiers in sight. 

This year's specialty is in doubles 
matches with senior Jason 
Foreman and Jozef Pavnica. They 
have both played tennis for all four 
years of high school and are plan­
ning on making this year stand out. 

"Hopefully this year we would 
like to go to state and win DVC. If 
we make it to state I woyld like to 
see us go at least' top 10 in state," 
said Foreman. 

So far, Foreman and Pavnica are 
on track to reaching their \oal of 
state. The pair took ftrst place in the 
tournament versus Lisle, Montini, 
and South Elgin. 

"Jason and I are undefeated at 
4-0, so I think that we. have a good 
chance at state," said senior captain 
Pavnica. 

Players said that one factor play­
ing into the team's improved perfor­

son coaching and practices over the 
winter. The players were encour­
aged to play over the summer and 
take part in the seminars run by for­
mer WeGo player and professional 
Gregg Van Dine. 

"(Van Dine's) coaching greatly 
helped improve our tenpis skills 
and knowledge of the game," said . 
junior Mike Russo. 

Pavnica said that he is content 
with the team that he is leading this 
year. 

"Of my .four years playing [for 
the high school team], this is the 
strongest team that I've been on," 
said Pavnica. 

Although it is only midway 
through the the team is al­
ready starting focus on telm and 
individual go for the end of the 
season. 

"We are hoptng to the 
middle of the DVC along with win­
ning a few matches and placing 
well in .the tournaments we have," 
said Russo. 

The team takes on Glenbard 
North, Thursday at 4:30 p.m. on 
the tennis courts. mance from last year is the off-sea­
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Badminuon 
By Alexis Hosticka 
PerspectiVes Editor 

been pressing the team harder this 
year, helping them to become more 
aggressive. 

The girls badminton team is "Our .coach has been pushing us a 
slowly making a comeback from lot harder, and even thOUgh people 
laSt year's streak of losses with a may not like it, [the work] is show­
record of 4-5 work hard in ing," said Roman. "We're working 
practice to improve from previous really hard." 
seasons. . The third capt4in, senior 

Senior and yarsity co-captain Geromipi, has been on the team 
Lia Smith sees the progress from since her freshman year and can see 
last year, but knows that the team the improvement since then. 
can keep working to get better. "We came in a lot stronger this 

scores are improVIng \ ..... "ye""ar'-', ")aidG,et'om.ini "We have 
but not an incredible amount, more this than other 

jllft enough t!i; show improve- years, llfd it shows." l 
ment," said Snu.f- "We did reaJ.Iy Ngu)ln thinks girls have 
>v.eP. need up 
ajiard conference.". . their eJt>rt in m order to re­

One of the key reasons • that ally imProve. 
Smith believes tbe DVC is such a "I we are going to have to 
difficult conference to compete in steP, up "bur work ethic in our prac­
. is t:lue to many girls from other tices achieve what we need to,'' 
school playing badminton said Nguyen. "It's harder than some­
Yeat round, whereas their badmln- other teams because we have such a 
ton«asan lasts o.nly about two short season aAdspring break right 
months. in the middle." 

Another of the four captains, The varsity match will Qe on 
senior Jamie Roman, thinks that Thursday at Glenbard East at 4:30 
head coach Bang Nguyen has p.m. 
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West Chicago's Superfan 
By Greg Vodicka 
Editor in Chief 

It's a sunny Saturday afternoon in April. The 
team is warming up on the diamond, while the 
opponent's bus pulls up. With the smell of grilled 
hot dogs and fresh cut grass, it is a perfect day for 
a ball game. 

"Let's go Wildcats!" Superfan Dan Rakow 
shouts from the top of the bleachers at the park, his 
home away from home. 

After over 20 
years of reli­
gious attendance 
to Community 
High School 
sporting events, 
Dan is widely 
recognized as a 
WeGo superfan. 

"[Dan] just . 
loves to be part 
of the commu­
nity, and the 
games give him 
a place to talk 
to all the people 
he meets," said 
Dan's mother El­
dra Rakow. 

After being 
diagnosed with 
autism at 8, Dan 
left public school 
and joined the 
Little Friends 
schooloutofNa­
perville. Howev­
er, he did receive 
a diploma from 

After a tough loss, Eldra said that Dan will come 
home and tell her that next time the team plays they 
will win. 

"[Dan] goes to the games whether we win or 
Jose," said Eldra. 

Admitting softball season is his favorite, Dan said 
that he started attending softball games regularly af­
ter having several friends who played on the varsity 
team. These games have shown to be his favorite 
because of the wide array of friends that he's made. 

"Whenever I bump into past players I always will 
say hi," said Dan 

According 
to Eldra, Dan 
has made tons 
of friends over 
the years, and 
he regularly 
sits with cer­
tain families. 
Often Dan is 
approached by 
other fans due to 
his reputation as 
WeGo's number 
one fan. 

"People fmd 
out who I 'am 
and then will 
talk to me at 
the games," said 
Dan. 

Besides com­
munitymembers 
and students, 
Dan also has 
built relation­
ships with staff 
such as coach 
Paul McLeland. 

C o m m u n i t y Dan met McLe-
H. h S h 1 land through 

Ig C oo · Photo by Jacob Wucka 
"[D ] Iik McLeland an-an es Dan Rakow tries to attend all of softball's home games. At Satur· 

things over and day's game against Batavia, Dan cheerJ; after the team won 9-3. nouncmg basket-
over again, and ball games. 
it takes him awhile to adapt to new things," said Basketball season is especially important to Dan 
Eldra. because in the summer he has plenty of opportu-

Being able to retain and recall information is a nities to see his friends at summer events or Turtle 
quality Dan has. Splash Water Park. 

"Dan remembers everything. If you ever have During the winter, he relies on the games to keep 
trouble remembering something, just ask Dan," in touch with the community. 
said Eldra. In addition to football and softball games, Dan 

Discovering his love for sporting events when he said he has been to severn! baseball games and also 
was still a teenager attending high school football a few track meets. 
games, at 44, Dan still rarely misses a home game, A September football game against Wheaton 

"He tries to attend as. many home games as he Warrenville South in 2004 was Dan's most fond 
can," said Eldra. "He fits his life around the sched- memory of a game. 
ule." "The Poms dedicated a dance performance to 

Known for his positive attitude no matter what me," said Dan. "They did a dance to the song 'This 
the outcome of the game, Dan rarely gets discour- is your Night,' by Amber, because they knew I loved 
aged after a loss. • that song." 

"He is a very positive cheerer and optimistic even After a conference title last softball season, Dan 
when the team is struggling,'' said Eldra. now cheers the team on m hopes of another title. 

Senior Varsity Softball Player 
· Courtney Macko 

"Even ·hearing him when I'm 
on the bench makes me want 

to cheer harder because of 
how hard he's cheering." 

Senior Leader 
Blaine Flanagan 

"Dan is always happy, and 
his happiness brushes off on 
everyone else and motivates 

everyone on the team." 

Coach 
Emily Johnson 

"It's always good to hear a 
familar, encouraging voice 
from the stands. It's very 

comforting." 

~l . 
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Sending players 
mixed messages 

The number one objective teams and coaches 
work towards is improvement. Building a com­
petitive team or improving a team starts in the 
off-season. Any athlete would agree that the 
best athletes always find a way to improve. 

While much improvement can happen during 
the season, tl)e off-season is a time that should 
be devoted to improvement and preparation. 

When searching for the missing linJc to make 
the Wlldcats successful, the answer is right un­
der our noses. 

While expensive uniforms, pictures in the 
halls, and free hot dogs at the ballpark are fund­
ed through the athletic budget and with money 
from the Booster Club, more serious expenses 
are being neglected. 

Most recently, the weight room has had·trou­
ble finding someone to supervise atllletes and 
students work out after school. 

I would rather see athletic funds pay a super­
visor rather than purchase stickers that identify 
the administration office, or I would rather see 
new equipment purchased to. upgrade off-season 
programs rather than framing more pictures of 
teams that had disappointing seasons. 

As athletes are told they need to work out in 
the off-season they hit a road block when they 
are not allowed access to the weight room cer­
tain days of the week. Other days, coaches who 
are monitoring the room ask them to leave due 
to prior commitments. 

We are sending mixed messages to athletes 
who want to prepare for the season by telling 
them to work out, then turning around and 
sending them away due to lack of funds. 

In no way are the coaches at fault. With an 
already undersized coachil)g staff, it is too much 
to ask the few cOached who do not have other 

respOnsibilities to give up their time to volunteer 
five days a week for upwards of seven months. 

Having a paid supervisor on staff would ben­
efit all teams. 

Getting athletes in the weight room should not 
be a difficult task, but it is, especially at the lower 
levels. 

One of coaches' main goals is to simply get 
kids to workout. Who ends up showing. these 
kids how to work out properly? Who moni­
tors their progress and helps them develop and 
grow? 

We cannot expect this out of every athlete, and 
with a supervisor, this out of reach expectation 
becomes a reality. 

Let's keep this sanctuary's doors open and of­
fer something Wildcats have not committed to 
trying yet. What do we have to Jose: An admin­
istrative memorial or free hot dog day at tl\e ball 
park? 

' 
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