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------,-----Warming Up 

Reaching for 
a higher rank 
Young team is adapting .. 
to playing at v.arsz!J level 
By Jacob Wucka 
Sports Editor 

With its season just be­
ginning, boys volleyball is 
already feeling the pressure 
that comes along with having 
a young team. 

"We are inexperienced at 
the varsity level," said head 
coach Kris Hasty. "But ev­
eryone seems willing to work . 
hard and that's a good part of 

team needs to get used to 
playing at the varsity level be­
fore the season begins. 

"We don't have that many 
guys that have played at this 
level yet," said_ Romanelli. 
"We have to work twice as 
hard to get that level." 

Varsity newcomer and se­
nior Blaine Flannagan also 
believes that the team is at a 
slight disadvantage compared 
to other teams in the DVC. By Alexis,Hosticka 

Perspectives Editor 

With a 2-0 start to the sea­
son, the girls badminton team 
is ready to make a comeback 
from last year's last fin­
ish in the DVC. 

"(Our goal is] to be com­
petitive · in all our matches 
and in our conference," said 
assistant coach Ted Paulson. 
"Most of our varsity play­
ers have played three or four 
years, so hopefully we'll just 
have a lot more team victo­
ries and individual accom­
plishments." 

Varsity won its first match 
versus Streamwood by 13 
points. 

Many of . the players on 
both the N and varsity share 
similar goals, including uni-

fying the team more than the 
past. · 

One of four team captains, 
senior Lia Smith, has· two . 
main objectives for the up­
coming season. 

"I'd like to just have overall 
imprQvement in our matches 
and come together as a team 
because both are really im­
portant," said Smith. 

The team also has three 
captains, · including junior 
Mariela Kruthoff and seniors 
Yesenia Geromini and Jamie 
Roman. 

Kruthoff is confident in 
the team's playing ability, but 
is 'looking for more enthusi­
asm. 

"For the team, I want more 
school spirit, I want to be 
united, and I even just want 
to do more fun stuff togeth-
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er," Kruthoff said. 
Sophomore Andrea Siefert 

has high hopes for the season, 
but is also looking forward to 
building a strong team unity 
as they win and lose · togeth­
er. 

"As a team our goal is to 
do our best," said Siefert. "If 
that means winning a couple 
matches, then fine, but if we 
lose, then at least we tried our 
hardest." 

Sophomore Devon Tuma 
has an optimistic outlook on 
the season and is, of course 
hoping to win, but won't be 
disappointed if they lose a 
few matches. 

"Our goals for the year are 
to bring together our team 
and to just be the best bad­
minton players we can be," 
Tuma said. 

Ready to make an impact 

Bergmann 

Being one of three returning seniors, Dan Calabrese serves 
to a teammate during practice. 
our team." 

With only three returning 
seniors that played at the var­
sity level last year, captains 
Ryan Krage and Steven Ro­
manelli, and senior Danny 
Calabrese, know that the 
young team can be success­
ful. 

"We have a lot ahead of us, 
but we've got to work hard, 
stay dedicated, and be team 
players," said Krage, who 
placed All-Conference last 
year. "We might struggle a 
little bft but we're optimistic 
and we'll give it all we got." 

Romanelli agrees with 
Krage and believes that the 

''A lot of us don't play trav­
el ball, when a lot of teams 
in our conference do," said 
Flannagan. "We'll just have 
to work harder to get in the 
groove." 

Hasty is holding the boys 
to the same level of expecta­
tion that she has had for all 
of the teams she has coached 
throughout the years. 

"As always we would like 
to finish in the top half of our 
conference which is a chal­
lenging .goal," said Hasty. 
"Some guys have no idea of 
their potential so I hope we 
have good players by the end 
of the season." 

By Jake Bradley. 
Reporter 

Lack of experience hurt 
the boys tennis team last year, 
but off season preparation is 
shedding new light, and the 

. team is ready to make an im­
pact in the conference. 

The team has five returning 
players, and head coach Sione 
Moeaki sees a lot of potential 
throughout his roster. 

The season begins April 
17 the Plainfield South 
Quad, and the first confer­
ence game will be April 21 
against Naperville North. 

"If I the top four guys 
for singles," said Moeaki. 
"We wjll be stronger, but I 
am going to try and balance 
it out." 

Moeaki's expectation for 
the team is to improve from 
last year and win more con­
ference matches. He also 
hopes to qualify more players 

Photo by Jake Bradley 

Senior Jason Foreman read· 
ies himself as the team's 
first competition at the 
f'lalnfleld South Quad ap­
proaches on Aprll17. 
to state. 

"I challenged them to play 
all year-round and take Ifri­
vate lessons over the sum­
mer," said Moeaki. 

A 1-7 record in the DVC 
and placing seventh out of 
eight in the conference tour­
nament was a weak show­
ing for the team, so Moeaki 
also had the boys work with 

a professional tennis player 
over winter. 

"We went over the modern 
stroke," said senior captain 
Jozef Pavnica. "Most of the 
guys showed up and I think 
that it will help us be more 
consistent throughout the 
season." 

Pavnica believes that work­
ing with the professional 
eased the team's fear about 
their lack of experience. 

"At schools like St. Charles 
and Naperville, we face kids 
that have been playing since 
they were seven, or have 
grown up with a racket in 
their hand," · said Pavnica. 
"But some of the guys on our 
team have only been playing 
through high school." 

Despite the lack of experi­
ence, Pavnica thinks that this 
is the strongest the team has 
been since he joined the team, 
saying that it has a lot of tal­
ent and depth in the roster. 
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Working past last year's victories 
Team hopes to surpass the successes 
of 2008 s regional champion team 

New to varsity, senior Katrina Turzlnskl practices throws • 
before the team's double-header at Willowbrook qn Saturday. 

By Greg Vodicka 
Editor in Chief 

Expectations couldn't be 
higher as the defending re­
gional champion softball 
team steps back onto the 
dia.mond lead by new head 
coach Emily Johnson. 

"I have very high expecta­
tions because that's all I re­
ally know," said Johnson. 

After four years of divi­
sion I softball at the Univer­
sity of Missouri-Kansas City 
and still playing competitive 
softball, Johnson can identify 
with her team as a player. 

In addition to coaching, · 
Johnson works as a pitch­
ing instructor at the DuPage 
Training Academy. . 

Johnson specializes on the 

A change in lineup 
New head coach layingfoundation for success 
By Clark Hudmon . 
Reporter 

Spring is around the corner 
and for many this means one 
thing: baseball. And for the 
Wildcats this means many 
new faoes and changes to its 
lineup. 

The biggest change for the 
baseball program is the ar­
rival of the new head coach, 
Dan McCarthy. 

As McCarthy builds the 
foundation for a winning sea­
son, he will focus on the fun-

damentals. 
"I feel this year's team has 

a strong opportunity to suc­
ceed this year, and do some 
real special things," said 
earthy. 

The players are jumping 
on the optimism McCarthy 
brings, and they believe in his 
system. 

"He [McCarthy) is really 
calm; he drills us a lot on 
what we are supposed to do. 
He expects good things from 
us, and we all understand the 
end goal: winning," said ju-

by Jacob Wucka 

Junior Charles Jacques throws pitches to senior Jordan 
Long (not pictured) at Pioneer Park. 

nior Blair Skarin. 
According to McCarthy's 

players, he is calm and fo­
cused at practices, never 
yelling or screaming, and he 
expects the same from his 
players. 

Veteran players, like senior 
pitcher Jordan Long and se­
nior outfielder Rhett Gunder­
son, are returning but new 
faces are arriving. 

New players include three 
juniors: first baseman Kevin 
Peterson, second baseman 
AI Robbins, and shortstop 
Skarin. 

Captain Gunderson feels 
this mix will bring a healthy 
competition from juniors, 
and solid leadership from the 
seniors. 

"This year's team is bond­
ing well together. Most of us 
are good friends, but we do 
not take practices lightly. We 
push each other, because we 
all want the same thing: to 
win," said Gunderson. 

One goal that the whole 
team has in mind is to finish 
atop the DVC, and to go deep 
within the playoffs. 

This year's team is a better 
rounded team than teams in 
the past, and will rely heavily 
on solid pitching and stellar 
defense, according to Rob­
bins, which the Wildcats have 
with breaking ball pitcher 
Long, and newcomer Charles 
Jacques. 

defensive aspect of the game few areas Rovtirr said are be­
while assistant coach Bob ing stressed at practice. 
Barron works on batting. "We are also only working 

"Both coaches have their with live pitching rather than 
own expertise so it makes for soft toss like last season," said 
a good balance," said junior Rovtar. 
Alyson Taddeucci. "But they A core group of girls car­
are both set on trying to get ried over from last season 
us to state." while newcomers and seniors 

After only a few short Katrina Turzinski and Anna 
weeks as a team, senior cap- Lane are looked to for help-
tain Chrissie Rovtar said that , ing the out. -
the difference from this sea- "We've all been playing to­
son to last season is the posi- gether for quite awhile, and 
tive atmosphere Johnson has our chemistry is one of our 
created. strongest points," said senior 

"(Johnson] can hold a se- Courtney Macko. 
rious practice and keep the Keeping relationships 
team focused with some new strong on and off the field, 
drills that we've never done," the girls already have several 
said Rovtar. team sleepovers planned as 

Base running, tee work, well as other team bonding 
and infield drills are just a events. 

Photo by Alex Lima 

Girls soccer scrimmages in hopes of advancing their skills 
for its upcoming season. 

Attainable goals 
By Alex Lima 
Reporter 

With second year under­
way, and a new season start­
ing, head coach Caesar Go­
mez plans on making this girls 
soccer season memorable. 

"Everyone on this squad 
now has been under my wing 
and they know what we want 
from them," said Gomez. 

According to Gomez, 10 
players returned from last 
year. 
· "We are happy with what 
we have seen so far," said Go­
mez. "We would like to be a 
better seed than last year." 

Last year the lady Wildcats 
were ranked in the bottom 
half of the DVC. 

goal is to get a bet-

ter seed for regionals. 
"Last year we finished 

fourth and we are hoping to 
do better this year," said se­
nior Melanie Fischer. 

With only a couple of 
weeks; Fischer believes that 
the team is looking good. 

"Our goal is to get some­
thing up on the wall of the 
[Bishop] gym," said Fischer. 

The f!ISt step to achieve that 
goal was to win a conference 
match against division rival 
Schaumburg on Wednesday. 

Due to press time, results 
for the game are unavailable. 

"Schaumburg is a good 
squad," said head coach Cae­
sar Gomez. "Winning that 
game would mean a lot, a lot 
for the new squad and a lot 
for the program." 
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Competitton for 
starting positions 

Not even two years into her high school career, 
sophomore Kelly Dunn was named All-Ameri­
can, All-Conference was awarded to sophomore 

Conoolly for her first season as a Wildcat 
Luis Ortega also made the All-Confer-

ence team after his sophomore season. 
Why are we seeing this ~ in the list of 

!'uru:lerCiassl:nen.starathletes at West Chicago? 
Often, ~ aitics say stltling freshmen 

reflect a weak program, You have a four-year 
senior that the school has spent time and money 
prepping and priming, while you have a true 
freshman, ~ out Of bigb scbool, startiJ)g 
over the senior. 'Whaf does this shOW about the 
program? 

Lately. it seems that. bf certain sports, 1UideJI: 
dassmen aM :riSiDI ~four-~ seniors at 
Wegn 
l~»~~ .. ~;~~·~er 

the imtment 
that bad been around loD-

IJ!fi 
When it is put into those terms, the choice is 

simple. While athletics is not a matter of life 
< and death, I challenge players,~ and fans 

to take a closer look before complaining about a 
player not getting a spbt they "deserve" 

Experience and poise on the playing field is 
one of the cornerstones of a quality athlete, but 
at what cost? Coaches make the decision to 

·l play a player for their own reasons. Whether 
it is experience or talent, the best player should 

, . always be the one. on the field. 
Ab<:we an, underclassmen pushing the pro­

gram in the right direction can' only improve 
.~ c:iralmstances for WJ]deat athJetics As feeder 

programs b!!gjn to develop, . athletes 

Sp~rts 
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