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No chance for state 
By Evan Morgan 
Reporter 

Wheaton West Wild Hock­
ey fmished its season with a 
18-13-2 record and a final 
win to Andrew after losing its 
chance at the state title. 

Varsity head coach Dave 
Dyson said "We've per­
formed exceptionally well, 
above expectations." 

The team lost its first game 
of the state tournament, the 
Blackhawk Cup, Feb. 4 to 
Waubonsie Valley in a 4-3 
battle for advancement to the 
next round. 

"The Waubonsie Valley 
game was a big disappoint­
ment. It's tough to work that 
hard and come that close 
[without a victory) but that's 
how the game is sometimes," 
said senior Kyle Obright. 

On senior night West Chi­
cago's two seniors, Katie Bell 
and Obright, were recognized 
for their hard work. 

"I thought we had a very 
successful season, we finished 
over .500 but there's always 
something more to shoot for. 
It's been a really fun experi­
ence," said Obright. 

Gymnast misses out 
By Payton Bayless 
Reporter 

Although West Chicago 
sophomore Kristina Terry 
didn't qualify for sectionals, 
the Wheaton North Falcons 
varsity gymnastics team sent 
one member to the competi­
tion. 

"The whole season we 
were within the top IS in the 
state, and with fewer girls on 
the team than most of the 
others, I think we did the best 
we could, and that's basically 
all we could do," said Terry. 
"Our average was about 136 
to 137, which is good not 
having many optionals on 
varsity." 

While their scores might 
not show it, the team has 
improved greatly from previ­
ous years, facing some of the 
toughest teams in the state. 

"Being in the top IS is an 
accomplishment for us be­
cause last year, we stayed in 
the top 25 most of the time," 
said Terry. 

Finishing up their season, 
the Falcon gymnasts said 
they exceeded most of their 
expectations, and more im­
portantly, came together as a 
team. 

Terry said, "There were a 
few let-downs, but we picked 
each other up and brought it 
all back." 
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Rough end to a tumultuous season 
By Alex Lima 
Reporter 

As the regular season 
comes to an end, the Wild­
cats struggle to regain their 
composure before playoffs. 

"We've worked hard to 
put ourselves in positions to 
win games," said head coach 
Kevin Gimre. 

Saturday the Wildcats lost 
against Naperville Central, 
58-40. 

Unfortunately the team 
met the same fate at Friday's 
game against West Aurora. 

Trailing into the fourth 
quarter, the Wildcats were 
making a comeback. 

With less than two minutes 
to play, the Wildcats were 
down by 2. 

West Aurora took advan­
tage of turnovers, and went 
on to win, 57-51. 

"Right now we are not 
playing the best we have 
played," said senior Tony 
Quarto. "We are hoping to 
turn things 

. 

Bqys struggled to overcome 
record-crippling losing streak 

Playoffs begin Monday at 
home, when the Wildcats go 
against Oswego East. 

With a current record of 
8-17, and 2-11 in conference 
the Wildcats are hungry for 
a win. 

"Hopefully we can end the 
season strong and head into 
playoffs with confidence," 
said Quarto. 

As of press time, Wednes­
day's results were not avail­
able. 

Being in one of the tough­
est conferences in Illinois is a 
major factor in the playoffs. 

"Playing in the DVC is an 
advantage because there is 
a lot of good competition," 
said Quarto. "Playing with 
confidence and playing as a 
team is what helped us win 
so many games."' 

Senior Eli Asani wants to 
assure fans that the best is 
still to come, and that fans 
should not lose hope before 
Monday's game. Photo by Alex Lima 

Junior Tyler Griffith (left) runs toward the hoop before dunk­
ing the ball at the game against West Aurora on Friday. 

"We still have playoffs to 
.• said Asani. 
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Season of narrow wins, tough losses 
By Greg Vodicka 
Editor-in-Chief 

Despite a successful sea­
son, the lady Wildcats had a 
disappointing ending to their 
triumphs with a loss to the 
undefeated Geneva Vikings 
54-32 on Feb. 18. 

After 14 wins and a tie for 
third place in the conference, 
the Wildcats walked off the 
court with their heads held 
high. 

"Our defense just wasn't 
there, and we didn't come out 
to play like we could have," 
said junior Katie Staiton. 

However, the girls came 
out to play the fust round 
of regionals Feb. 16 beating 
Glenbard North 53-52 in the 
fmal seconds. 

The Wildcats had a com­
manding lead through the 
flTSt half until their defense let 
up in the third quarter leaving 
the score at 39-36 going into 
the fourth quarter. 

With 2 minutes left in the 
game, the Panthers took the 
lead, only to be quickly an­
swered by the sharp Wildcat 
offense. Through the fmal 
_minutes of the game · the 
teams were exchanging points 
along with the lead. 

With under a minute left 
in the game, freshman Claire 
Monroe took one in to take 
back the lead, only to be an­
swered by a Panther three­
pointer with 6 seconds on the 
clock. 

After a timeout to stop the 
clock, the Wildcats gave the 
ball back to Monroe who 

Loss concludes girls' regional championship bid 

Photo by Greg Vodicka 

Sophomore Mary Connolly (#55) guards sophomore Emily Paschke Oumping) as she 
attempts to score against the Wheaton-Warrenville South Tigers on Feb. 12. The team's 
regional hopes ended at the next game against Geneva on Feb. 18. 

made the shot to send the said Wallner. ing four quality quarters." 
Panthers home. Wallner said that they tend Compared to the first half 

"We kept coming back af- to get a big lead in the first of the season, the girls have 
ter the lead was taken, and quarter but let up in second made improvements. 
came up big offensively," said and third. "We are a better team than 
head coach Kim Wallner. Senior Chrissie Rovtar we were in December in 

Prior to Glenbard North, agreed saying, "Third quarter all areas of the game," said 
the team beat Wheaton is our lowest scoring quar- Wallner. 
Warrenville South 48-47 Feb. ter. We allow teams to come Poise and composure were 
12, but lost to Glenbard East back." just two things Wallner said 
45-44 Feb. 10. While Wallner applauds the girls had gained through-

"We've definitely had our her offense, she admits that out the season. 
fair share of close games," her team still "struggles play- Junior Jessica Baids owes 

her success as well as the 
team's to their ability to play 
as a team. 

"Everyone contributes on 
offense and defense," said 
Baids. 

With only three seniors 
leaving, the Cats look to next 
year to be even more success­
ful. 

"We'll have a strong core 
of returning starters, but the 
juniors and sophomores will 
be pushing them," said Wall­
ner. 

After conference titles with 
the junior varsity season as 
well as the sophomore sea­
son, the girls returning will 
come off a season of success. 

"We've created competi­
tion in our program which 
will make us that much bet­
ter," said Wallner. 

Rovtar agreed saying this 
group has a chance for Du­
Page Valley champs next sea­
son. 

"They have the experience 
and the potential, they just 
need to keep their heart in the 
game," said Rovtar. 

With expectations high, 
Baids still feels the team has 
plenty of work to do in the 
off season. 

"Weight training, condi­
tioning, and going to open 
gyms are all things we need 
to stay on top of," said Baids. 

Wishing some of the sea­
son's close losses could have 
gone the other way, Rovtar 
said that it would have been 
nice to have the title of third 
in conference all to them­
selves. 
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Replacing integrity 
with irresponsibility 

What is the first thing that comes to mind when we think 
of athletes? Do we see a model citizen IepJesenting his or 
her profession with pride? Or do we see a selfish, money­
driven criminal that gets away with breaking law$ the aver­
age citizen would be sent to prison for? 

My fear is that today's typical professional athlete is the 
second option, abusing his or her status and neglecting a 
potentially powerliJl role in society. 

A photo of Olympic medalist Micbad P.belps proving 
his lung capacity,. smoking a marijuana pipe was released 
on Feb. 2. This is just one example of a clear winner, by 
definition, that became a high-grade loser because of poor 
decisions. 

Although this example is of a~ we see similar 
mistakes in high schooL York High School suspended sev­
eral dozen student athletes for attending an underage drink­
ingpartyFeb. 10. 

While I don't want to preach about what teenasers should 
and shouldn't do, I think is important for athletes to un­
derstand that they are under the microscope. 

Whether it's a professional basketball player, with fans 
lining up for autographs, or a captain of the varsity soccer 
team, with wide-eyed freshmen idolizing their abilities; ev­
ery move this athlete makes is watched by someone. 

These individuals who are caught breaking rules may ar­
gue that it does no significant damar to their game, and 
some eYeD argue that it helps them. 

But as we look up to these Olympic medalists and varsity 
lettermen do we. begin to question our own decisions? Per­
haps using drug:; doesn't hurt your game if these athletes 
make it 

LeUing these lifestyle decisions set in the way of athletes' 
fbtwa and losing integrity is the biggest mistake an athlete 
caA;!!!Min~~ 
~t ~ Det!cfli) ~is Wii3.t d'li:y' l'iR is a tre­
mendously ftagi1e gift. To be able to play a COlJlPetitive 

tbrough bigh school is an honor. Going further than 
more uncommon. 

Greg Vodicka 
Editor-In-Chief . 
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Two generations of 
All-American 

Science teacher Corrie Stieglitz (left) placed All-American in 1993. Sophomore Kelly Dunn 
(right) placed All-American at the state competition in November. 

Within West Chicago s walls walk two 
All-Americans: a student and a teacher 
By Alexis Hosticka 
Perspectives Editor 

Making All-American time 
is an honor for any athlete, 
and both sophomore Kelly 
Dunn and science teacher 
Corrie Stieglitz have reached 
that point in the sport of 
swimming. 

Dunn earned her All­
American time at the Nov. 
22 state meet in the 100 me­
ter backstroke with a time of 
57.27, putting her in the top 
130 swimmers in the country. 
She was about three-tenths 
of a second under the time 
cut, and as of December was 
ranked 39th, but the ranking 
will change due to other states 
still finishing their swimming 
seasons. 

"When I found out about 
the time I was really sur­
prised," Dunn said. "My 
coach and I hadn't even talk­
ed about being an All-Ameri-
can." 

Stieglitz made All-Ameri­
can in three relays during 
her high school swimming 
career, two of which came in 
first place at the state compe-
tition. 

"I knew it was an honor, 
but later on in life was when 
I looked back on all my 
achievements and realized 
how big a deal it was," said 
Stieglitz. "Especially now 
that I'm a teacher, I realize 
how hard it is to juggle school 
and sports." 

The only recognition that 

All-American swimmers 
have received are certificates 
hanging on the wall by the 
pooL Dunn was congratu­
lated by a few of her friends, 
teammates and coach. Nei­
ther Dunn nor Stieglitz was 
formally recognized, and, ac­
cording to Athletic Director 
Doug Mullaney, the athletic 
office does not keep records 
of All-American times. 

"I don't remember any fan­
fare," Stieglitz said jokingly. 
"(Physical development divi­
sion head Dan Johnson] just 
came up one day and told us 
about the certificates by the 

After high school, Stieglitz 
received a 75 percent scholar­
ship to University of Missouri 
where she swam throughout 
her college career 

Dunn's goals for next year 
are not clear, but she is hop­
ing for a successful next sea­
son and will continue to work 
hard. 

"My goals for next year are 
the same as always. Come to 
every practice with a positive 
attitude and work my hard­
est," said Dunn. "I just take 
things one practice or one 
race at a time so I can make 
it my best Hopefully next 

7. alwqys ~ad this inner drive to do welL 
You have to do it for yourself; not for records. 
You do it because you love the sport and to 

better yourse!f as a person. ' 
•• Science teacher and All-American Corrie Stieglitz 

pooL" 
However, Stieglitz and 

three of her teammates who 
placed third as a team were 
honored at an assembly. 

Dunn doesn't think of mak­
ing All-American time as her 
biggest accomplishment, but 
she does appreciate that it "is 
making me more known to 
other competitors." 

"All of the things that I've 
accomplished in swimming 
are important to me. It's 
been an amazing experience 
and I'm just having a great 
time," said Dunn. 

year I'll place top six at least 
and maybe even top three [in 
state]." 

Stieglitz can look back on 
her career and see what it 
was that motivated her to do 
well. 

"I knew I had to do well in 
the classroom," said Stieglitz, 
who maintained a 3.8 GPA 
in high schooL "I always had 
this inner drive to do well. 
You have to do it for your­
self, not for records. You do 
it because you love the sport 
and to better yourself as a 
person." 
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