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Being the most dedicated wrestling team in recent years, wrestlers are set on state. Seniors Johnny Padilla (top) and Calvin
Holt (bottom) plan to prove the team’s potential at the Hinsdale Central tournament on Friday and Saturday.

Champaign or bust

Growing aptimism over going to state proves wrestlers’ dedication

By Jacob Wucka

In recent years, the wres-
tling team has struggled with
maintaining a full lineup,
building team morale, and
staying dedicated. That is not
the case this year.

“Our practice room looks
awesome. This is the hard-
est working group of kids in
the last few years,” said head
coach James Phillips.

Junior Jon White, who has
been wrestling since his fresh-
man year, believes that this is
the most dedicated team he
has ever seen.

“This is the best team that
I've been a part of since I've

been here. Everyone has a
mentality of working hard
and the harder you work the
better in shape and better off
you are,” said White.

With a team record of 4-5,
and many better personal re-
cords, the wrestlers are find-

ing ways to improve their

skills on and off the mat.

Senior Chris Pierce believes
that the team’s mentality of
working hard and being sup-
portive of each other is boost-
ing team dedication.

“We work hard in practice
and all have a hard work ethic
and come prepared to match-
es,” said Pierce. “Also, you

don’t bring anyone down,
and you keep things positive.
We all get along here.”

The team prepares for its
meets in a variety of different
ways outside of practice, such
as playing pick-up games
of basketball before morn-
ing practices. According to
Phillips, the extra games of
basketball and . other activi-

ties are keeping the wrestlers

dedicated to the team.

“We're finding: ways to

keep it fun, but also ways to
get their conditioning in,”
said Phillips.

‘Over Thanksgiving break,

the team spent time together
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‘Senior George Fortman (top) shows freshman Dan King (bottom) how to perfect a pinning
" technique, by using King as the example. :

in practice and out, working

to improve their skills.

“We did a lot of stuff over
break as a team. We played
water polo against the swim
team, and watched wrestling
matches at Phillips’ house

. said Pierce.

Phillips is the main moti-
vation of the wrestlers, as he

“helps them not only enhance

their skills but makes wres-
tling fun.

“He makes practice fun by
joking around with us and
having the coaches wrestle
with us,” said senior George
Fortman.

However; it is not all fun
and games for the underclass-

~ men and new wrestlers.

“A lot of our team is

-young. By seeing their up-

perclassmen peers, it raises
their intensity,” said Phillips.
“[They're] still making be-
ginner’s mistakes, but we'’re
working the bugs out and
they’ll come around.”

‘With their upcoming Hin-
sdale Central tourrament
on Friday and Saturday, the

~ wrestlers are beginning to

both physically and mentally
prepare ‘themselves for the
DVC competitions.
“Working hard at practice
and staying fit lets me know

* I'll be in good condition be-

fore the meets,” said senior
Johnny Padilla.

Following the tournament,
the team competes at the
Glenbard South invite. on

Dec. 27.

Best times

of your life

For senior athletes, there
comes a time during senior
- year when their time has
run out and they set the
cleats aside. '
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