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Let's-get physical 
West Chicago Park District 
plans to open center 

While the building stood 
empty for the next months, 
the city workfd out an ar­
rangement the Park Dis­
trict to turn it into the Fitness 
Station. By G'reg Vodicka 

In an attempt to create a rec­
reation center for West Chi­
cago, the West Chicago Park 
District is ready to launch its 
new Fitness Station. 

Located at the corner of 
Washington and fremont 
streets, the center opens Jan. 
3 for open house, while regu­
lar hours begin Jan. 4. 

"What we've done is o-eate 
a very attractive environment 
in the middle of West Chi­
cago at an economical price," 
said park district executive di­
rector Gary Major. 

With monthly member­
ships starting at $18.95 and 
annual memberships starting 
at $189, the facility caters to 
all age groups with plenty of 
equipment ranging from car­
dia machines to free weights. 

"The equipment is the ba­
sics people are looki.ng for," 
said Major. 

In addition to weights, 
·classes are also being moved 
to the Station. 

While the park district al­
ready offered a variety of 
classes, the open space in the 
new building makes the list of 
featured classes even longer. 

"We were working to pro­
vide more opportunities for 
the community," said Major. 

From kickboxing to yoga 
classes, the Station offers 
something for everyone. 

Some classes include a Lat­
in rhythms movement class 
called Zu.p1ba and a class us­
ing a stability ball and drum­
sticks called Drums Alive. 

"We'.re aiming to be a full 
service fitness center," said 
Major. 

During the week of Jan. 5-
10 classes are free for anyone 
interested in trying them out. 

If that isn't enough, a day­
care center called Kid Stop 
is also available for members · 
for a charge. 

According to Major, reno­
vating the building, formerly 
known as Grobe's Hardware, 
has been in discussion for 

' over a year. 
However, the cost of reno­

vation was originally too 
high. 

High quality equipment 
and a friendly environment 
are two main focuses accord­
ing to Major. 

"It is bigger than we had 
expected. We have 20 times 
as much equipment as we 
thought we would start with," 
said Major. 

The station will be open 
weekdays from 5:30 a.m. - 9 
p.m. and weekends 8:30 a.m. 
- Sp.m. 

With no enrollment fee and 
a reasonable membership ex­
penses, the park district ex­
pects a successful turn out. 

With a multitude of class options, the Fitness Station hopes · 
to attract a variety of age and skill levels. 

( 
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Sophomores Thalia Femande;z and Lily Grimaldo practice 
their poetry reading at a recent Speech Team practice: 

1Winning competitions 
one speech at a time 
By Sarah Berger 

Speech team continues 
down the road of success 
with a larger team and un­
derclassmen stepping it up a 
notch. The team was success­
ful at the Oswego East Invite 
Saturday, with three students 
finishing in the top 10, in­
c;Iuding sophomore Thalia 
Fernandez and junior Car­
rie Liszka in poetry reading, 
andJjunior Jessica Ledesma 
in o gina! comedy. • 

"We're doing ptetty well 
so far. We are in about the 
middle section ot1 the sea­
son. I'm pretty happy with 
the progress the team has 
been making. I'm particu­
larly impressed with the new 
members, which is a pleasant 
surprise," said speech team 
coach Jason Kling. 

Freshman Shea Rogers 
snagged first place for his 
original oratory, which is a 
self-written speech that he 

performed at the Huntley In­
vite on Nov. 15. 

"It's really nice to contrib­
ute to my new team," said 
Rogers. 

The growth in the team is 
also a factor that contributes 
to the team's success. 

"We have a lot more people 
and I feel like we can make it 
to state this year. It feels like 
we are one big family this 
year, and I love that," said 
Fernandez. 

With a bigger team, bigger 
goals are set. 

This sea$on, the speech 
team is raising the bar. 

"One of my goals for this 
season is to bring a full team 
to regionals and to have all 
the kids prepared for state 
this season," said Kling. · 

The speech team's next 
meet is on Jan. 10 at the Glen­
bard West Hilltopper Invite. 

The team is also preparing 
for Verbally Yours on Feb. 5. 

DVC questions still unanswered 
By Evan Morgan 

After two decades of dis­
cussion and no decision, 
leaving the DVC is beginning 
to become more of a serious 
issue. 

The Board of Education 
passed a motion Dec. 2 sug­
gesting writing a letter to oth­
er schools in the area, ques­
tioning their views on form­
ing a new conference. 

"The DVC is a very dif­
ficult conference to compete 
in. The economic make-up 
of our competitor's student 
and family population offers 
much more club opportuni­
ties and training prior to high 
school," said board member 
John Jensen. 

The board fears that the 
success of other schools is 
swaying students to attend 

schools: Last month, 
St. Francis won their state 
football championship two 
years after receiving ·a new 
coach. 

"With St. Francis building 
strong volleyball and football 
programs as well as Wheaton 
Academy doing the same, we 
will lose talented players to 
such programs that encour­
age students to attend their 
school," said Jensen. 

The board has been debat­
ing the issue for almost 20 
years and still has yet to reach 
a decision. 

Principal Moses Cheng 
said, "It's a complicated pro­
cess, there has to be an open: 
ing if we have to create our 
own conference. We can't just 
barge our way into another 
conference, and there aren't 

any openings at this point in 
the school year." 

Even though the decision 
isn't up to them, students are 
opinionated on the issue of 
leaving the DVC. 

Seniori'atrick Stremel said 
that remaining in the DVC is 

< 
important. 

"I enjoy knowing we play 
in the best conference in the 
state. Winning in the DVC 
means more than winning 
anywhere else," Stremel said. 

Not all students are against 
leaving the DVC. Junior Kyle 
Schar said that it would be in 
the school's best interest to 
leave. 

"Leaving the DVC would 
be good because we could 
compete in other conferenc­
es and win, overall raising 
school pride," said Schar. 

PhOto by Jessica Bergmann 
The Issue of leaving the DVC has been tossed around for 20 
years, and the school board Is concerned about how confer· 
ence choice could affect student enrollment. 
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Gijts· spread cheer 
By Payton Bayless 

Key Club is teaming up 
'with the Humanitarian Ser­
vice Project to collect money 
and toys for the less fortunate. 
Along with the donations stu­
dents give during lunch hours, 
Key Club will combine the 
$500 they received from last 
year's blood drive. 

Members will use the mon­
ey to shop for presents on 
their own time. 

The Humanitarian Service 
Project will deliver the toys to 
children throughout DuPage 
County on Christmas Day. 

Students who would like 
to contribute can put change 
in the collecting jars in com­
mons until Thursday. 

' "This will help out the 
parents who can't buy many 
presents for their children 
this year," said counselor and 
Key Club adviser Ward Rau. 

Active in communi!) 
By Megan Tennis out the gifts to the children 

Poms adopted three and spent time with the 
children this holiday season families. 
through the Simple Gifts "I think it has helped the 
Foundation to make the team to develop more of an 
children's holidays better. understanding for what it 

With fundraising money, . means to be an active member 
team members went shopping in the community. To do 
and bought each child as something for someone you 
much as they could off of don't even know feels pretty 
that child's wish lists the team good, especially when it's 
was given. a said coach Devin 

On Friday, poms handed Vassar. 

1 Photo by Jacob Wucka 
From left, seniors Jimmy Laiter, Megan Green, and Jimmy 
Aramburu sing In their last Madrigal Dinner In full medieval 
attire 

-Bringing light to 
the Dark Ages 
By Jacob Wucka 

Commons was crowded 
with minstrels, jesters, and 
royalty at the choir's Madri­
gal Dinner and Tea·, held on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

"Back in the medieval 
times, they had baronial 
feasts, where people would 
come from all over the coun­
tryside to celebrate the holi­
days. This is our modern take 
on an old tradition," said 
choir director Brandon Fan­
tozzi. 

Fantozzi enjoys showcas­
ing the choir's talent to the 
community. 

"It's fun, and it gives stu­
dents the chance to get in­
volved. It also allows the 
choir to showcase their tal­
ents to .all of our supportiog 
communities," ·said Fantozzi. 

The dinner, which is pne of 

the choir's main and most in­
teractive fundraisers, has stu­
dents preparing for months. 

"We've been singing Christ­
mas music since August," 
said Fantozzi. 

Students have memorized 
20-30 holiday tunes, a script, 
and must remember to stay in 
character during the dinner. 

Senior Katrina Beedle en­
joys the atmosphere of the 
Madrigal dinner. 

"My favorite part is getting 
into character and dressing 
in clothing from the Dark 
Ages," said Beedle. 

Beedle hopes to make the 
most of her last Madrigal 
Dinner. 

"This dinner has been! such 
an interesting experience. It's 
definitely been 'one of my fa­
vorite experience during high 
school," said Beedle. 

PhOto by Jacob Wucka 
Clubs donated to charity for the holidays. Poms adopted 
children from Simple Gifts. Sophomore Chrissy Jonas helps 
one of the kldswith a craft. 

Presents for patients 
By Payton Bayless 

The Teen Associates Board 
(TAB) sold candy canes in 
order to raise money for 
the patientS of Children's 
Memorial Hospital. 

The sale lasted until 
Wednesday. Money raised 
will fund a party occurring 

around Valentine's Day, and 
will also be used to buy toys 
for the patients. 
. "We wanted to do 
something different that no 
one had done, so we decided 
on candy canes," said TAB 
president senior Abbey 
Mastroianni. 

Adopting 
afami!J 
By Megan Tennis 

To give back for the holi­
day season, Future Business 
Leaders of AmeriGa (FBLA) . 
adopted a family who is in 
need of help. 

Through Winfield Town­
ship, FBLA members chose a 
family of six. 

Each member donat-
ed a total of two pres­
ents per family member. 
The family also received a 
food gift card from Jewel for 
$50. 

FBLA collects money from 
Market Day, lollipop sales 
and other fundraisers to buy 
the food gift card. 

"I think adopting a family 
is a reapy good experience. 
It teachJ: you the value of a 

. smile. It s a big deal to me be­
cause it may be the dnly thing ' 
they get," said FBLA presi· 
dent Rebecca Cisowski. 

Sweat and dedication 
Student of the Month is based 

on a solid .academic history, 
commitment in extracurricu­
lar activities, and community 
involvement. Students must be 
nominated by at least one staff 
member and the final decision is 
made by the student activities di­
rector and a committee made up 
of additional staff members. 
By Jessica Bergmann 

Senior Chrissie Rovtar is 
setting an example for stu­
dents everywhere, which is 
why she was chosen Novem­
ber's Student of the Month. 

Rovtar has been involved in 
Pep Club, Student Council, 

· National Honor Society, and 
has been a student ambas­
sador, all while playing both 
basketball and softball. 

"What I believe makes 
high school the best years of 
my life are all the high school 
activities I can be involved in. 
Not on}y clubs and sports but 
going to the football games 
and participating in home­
coming week," Rovtar said. 

While Rovtar has partici­
pated in a wide range of stu­
dent activities, she said that 
her most memorable was 
softball because of the suc­
cess that the team has had. 

"My best high school mem­
ory would have to be the soft­
ball season last year because 
of all our accomplishments, 
specifically when I hit a home 
run in the sectional finals. I 
will never forget that," said 
Rovtar. 

Rovtar has also set an ex­
ample in the school through 

' ' \ 

her acaderlJic success. She 
has been able to maintain her 
4.0 GPA while succeeding in 
and out of the classroom. 

While many juniors stress 
out over the junior research 
paper they need to write, 
Rovtar claims that it wasn't 
that bad. 

"My favorite class was 
American studies junior year 
because I really enjoyed all 

the hands-on work we got to 
do as a class. I also really liked 
how Mr. Kling and Ms. Fikis 
taught. They are awesome 
teachers and they both made 
the junior research paper not 
so horrible," said Rovtar. 

Rovtar is undecided where 
she will attend college, but she 
hopes to study kinesiology to 
becom·e an athletic trainer or 
a physical therapist. 

Photo by Jacob Wucka 

Senior Chrissie Rovtar dedicates herself to girls basketball, 
practicing on her free throw and three point shots. 



















Sports 

Photo by Jacob Wucka 

Being the most dedicated wrestling team In recent years, wrestlers are set on state. Seniors Johnny Padilla (top) and Calvin 
Holt (bottom) plan to prove the team's potential at the Hinsdale Central tournament on Friday and Saturday. 

Champaign or bust 
Growing optimism over going to state proves wrestlers' dedication 
By Jacob Wucka 

In recent years, the wres­
tling team has struggled with 
maintaining a full lineup, 
building team morale, and 
staying dedicated. That is not 
the case this year. 

. "Our practice room looks 
awesome. This is the hard­
est working group of ki<ls in 
the last few years," said head 
coach James Phillips. 

Junior Jon White, who has 
been wrestling since his fresh­
man year, believes that this is 
the most dedicated team he 
has ever seen. 

"This is the best team that 
I've been a part of since I've 

been here. Everyone has a 
mentality of working hard 
and the harder you work the 
better in shape and bette{ off 
you are," said White. 

With a team record of 4-5, 
and many better personal re­
cords, the wrestlers are find­
ing ways to improve their 
skills on and off the mat. 

Senior Chris Pierce believes 
that the team's mentality of 
working hard and being sup­
portive of each other is boost­
ing team dedication. 

"We work hard in practice 
and all have a hard work ethic 
and come prepared to match­
es," ·said Pierce. "Also, you 

don't bring anyone dow!\, 
and you keep things positive. 
We all get along here." 

The team prepares for its 
meets in a variety of different 
ways outside of practice, such 
as playing pick-up games 
of basketball before morn­
ing practices. According to 
Phillips, the extra games of 
basketball and other activi­
ties are keeping the wrestlers 
dedicated to the team. 

"We're finding ways to 
keep it fun, but also ways to 
get their conditioning in," 
said Phillips. 

-over Thanksgiving break,. 
the team spent time together 

Senior George Fortman (top) shows freshman Dan· King (bottom) how to perfect a pinning 
technique, by using King as the example. 

in practice and out, working 
to improve their skills. 

"We did a lot of stuff over 
break as a team. We played 
water polo against the swim 
team, and watched wrestling 
matches at Phillips' house," 
said Pierce. 

Phillips is the main moti­
vation of the wrestlers, as he 

· helps them not only enhance 
their skills but makes wres­
tling fun. 

"He makes practice fun by 
joking around with us and 
having the coaches wrestle 
with us," said senior George · 
Fortman. 

However; it is not all fun 
and games for the und~rclass­
men and new wrestlers. 

"A lot of our team is 
young. By seeing their up­
perclassmen peers, it raises 
their intensity," said Phillips. 
"[They're] still making be­
ginner's mistakes, but we're 
working the b_ugs out and 
they'll come around." 

With their upcoming Hin­
sdale Central tourrtam~nt 

on Friday and Saturday, the 
wrestlers are beginning to 
both physically and mentally 
prepare themselves for the 
DVC competitions. 

"Working hard at practice 
and staying fit lets me know 
I'll be in good condition be­
fore the meets," said senior 
Johnny Padilla. 

Following the tournament, 
the team competes at the 
Glenbard South invite . on 
Dec. 27. 

Wildc~t Chronicle 

Best times 
of your life 

For senior athletes, there 
comes a time during senior 
year wben their time bas 
run out and they set the 
clea~ aside. 

After four highschool sea­
sons of football, I am writ­
ing in desperation. What 
do I do now7 Is senior 
year too late to start.a new 
sport? As competitive as 
high school sports are, the 
belief is that it's a mistake 
to be a multisport athlete, 
especially a three season 
athlete. Being a retired high 
school athlete, wishing I 
bad tried to play tennis or 
join the wrestling team, it 
is now apparent what is im­
portant to know about high 
school sports. 

One thiitg"freshmen and 
sophomore readers should 

get out of this is become in· 
voiYed while JOU can. 

Focusing on a single 
sport to be the best JOU can 
be is not a bad thing. But 
what's tbe worst thing that 
can happen w!En tiying 
out several spans to find 
out which ones fits? The 
chance of discoYering a 
hidden passion is worth it 

Greg VOdicka . 

Go out for tbe team 
you're not necessarily tbe 
rigbt size fot Try out for a 
team your friends telt you 
you'llnclvermake. Andex­
perieucel bigb school athlet­
ics whiJcf. there's a chance. 

WaitiJ!g until senior year 
and Ip;Jljzing you might 
ba'le been an aD-«mfer­
euce soccer player or a state 
cbampion swimmer if you 
just got imolft:d wben you 
were a fiesbman is no way 
to Ieim: bigh scboo1. 
~ Wego lite or ez­

c;uses as to wby you weren't 
1he tid scoring the game 
wiDniDg touebdown or 1he 
one who tbrew a Perrect 
gjune in tbe state playoll's. 

'These four years come 
iDd F before you ·can 
c:atdl your brath after 
that last sprint. Beld me 
wben I say take~ 
of these opportunities bigb. 
school athlete$ bave. Yon 
may never hue ~ 
eballa to be on a team and 
fed that feeling as you slide 
intobome. 
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