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Photo by Joann Kaczmarczyk 
Sophomore Annette Eichenberger (third from front) competed in state on May 16·17 at 
O'brien Stadium in Charleston, Ill. Eichenberger placed sixth in the 800m dash. 

Last leg of season m.eans 

records for track teams 
Girls track 
and field · 
6y Joann Kaczmarczyk 

Girls track has finished its 
most successful season of the 
past decade or more. 

Senior Kristen Johansen 
and sophomore Annette 
Eichenberger qualified for 
state in shot put and the 800m 

dude the mile with a time of 
5:18.49 and the 800m with-
2:14.46, both by Eichenberg­
er. She also broke the 4x400 
relay record with the help of 
senior, · captain Kara Triner, 
junior Brittany Smith, and 
freshman Karlie Becker, with 
a time of 4:09.10. 

Apart from first and sec­
ond place for Eichenberger 
and Johansen, the girls also 
scored fifth for the 4x400m 
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Junior Zach Mowen makes a transfer with junior Trent Arney 
at sectionals on May 16. 

dash, respectively. 
Eichenberger placed sixth 

with a time of 2:14.46. Jo­
did not make it to fi­

nals due to pain in her elbow. 
The coaches were hopeful 

that more girls would qualify, 
though they are proud of the 
two that did. 

"This has been, by far, one 
of the most exciting years for 
our team. We qualified two 
deserving athletes for state 
and we broke a number of 
school records, one of which 
has been on the record boards 
since . 1971," said coach 
George Petmezas. 

The records broken in-

run at sectionals. 
They performed even bet­

ter at DVC, where apart from 
Eichenberger and Johansen's 
success, Becker earned fourth 
in the 200m dash and senior 
Rachel Jefferson placed sec­
ond in triple jump with 34 '9", 
though they only placed sev­
enth as a team. 

uwe're looking for more 
girls for next year. We only 
have four seniors coming 
back," said Triner. 

The· coaches anticipate a 
talented team, because the 
underclassmen performed 
well this year. 

"I would like to see our 

numbers continue to grow 
next year, and I look forward 
to working with. all the new 
freshman that join. We have a 
very promising future· ahead 
of us," said Petmezas. 

Boys track 
and field 

Due to injuries and bad cir­
cumstances, boys track is fin­
ishing their season just short 
of the mark. 

"We started out strong, but 
the crazy spring weather kept 
us from doing our best," said 
coach Paul McLeland. 

Various team members suf­
fered injuries, but McLeland 
was still hopeful for section­
als, especially for seniors and 
captains David Musick and 
Josh Tikka, in long and high 
jump, respectively. 

"Every time someone re­
turned (from an injury), 
someone else left because of 
an injury," said McLeland. 

Junior Trent Arney was the 
surprise upstart, placing the 
highest of the team with 1Oth 
place in the 1OOm dash. 

The team may have strug­
gled in competition, but the 
individuals improved. 
· "Against DVC, we haven't 
done the best, but we had a 
lot of personal bests. Out of 
55 members, 52 have person­
al bests, and two of the three 
that haven't, (senior, captain) 
Neil Luka and Musick, have 
been injured,, said McLe­
land. 

The seniors all look back 
fondly on the season, and 
anticipate better results next 
year. 

"We've had our ups and 
downs, and it's been fun. 
Next year will be better, be­
cause we have a lot of young 
talent," said senior, captain 
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Saying goodbye 
By Jake Bradley 

After a season of ups and 
downs, the boys volleyball 
season closed with a loss at 
regionals to Conant May 20. 

After losing one match, 25-
14, the team turned it on dur­
ing the second game, hoping 
to push the momentum into 
the third game. But the team 
fell behind in the middle of 
the game and lost the third 
game 25-18. 

With a 13-27 recm;d, and 
3-11 in the DVC, Coach 
Kris Hasty was proud of her 
team. 

During the season, the 
team worked on their weak­
ness and grew. 

Areas of improvement in 
the beginning of the season 
were leadership, blocking, 
consistency, and 100 percent 
effort, 100 percent of the 
time, said Hasty. 

"Obviously we didn't flx 
them or we would have been 
regional champions," said 
Hasty. "However I saw some 
things in the Conant match 
that I had not seen all sea­
son." 

Hasty noticed a relentless 
pursuit -of bails, and plays 
that get the crowd and bench 
excited. 

"If we would have been fir­
ing with all cylinders at the 
same time we would have 
had more wins this season," 
said Hasty. 

Many . players caught 
Hasty's attention by improv­
ing throughout the season in 
various ways. 

Hasty recalls junior Ryan 
Krage and his defense 
through· out the season, and 
senior Andrew Opperman 
when he stepped it up. 

Everyone came together in 
the beginning of the season, 
and bonds grew from there. 

With those bonds, it was 
tough saying goodbye to the 
senior class for some team­
mates. 

"I'll miss them all," said 
junior DJ Clark. "Some of .. 
them were my teammates last 
year. They had great talent." 

Junior Blain Flannigan will 
also miss the seniors. "But 
I'll miss Opperman's hits the 
most," said Flannigan. 

As for the seniors, it was a 
tough goodbye for them as 
well since they are moving on 
to the college level. 

"I'll miss the memories we 
had and made," said senior 
Oscar Grajeda. 

Hasty added that she will 
miss a fun group 

"Losing eight out of 11 to 
graduation for a second year 
in a row really hurts," said 
Hasty. "It is hard to build a 
team in one season." 

Though the talented group 
of seniors is gone, Hasty is 
excited for next season and 
the new team. 

"I arn looking forward to 
working with some of the 
younger athletes for longer 
than just their senior year," 
said Hasty. "Having players 
get more than one year of 
varsity experience should re-
ally help out program." 
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Seniors Andrew Oppermann and Mike Wall block a Conant 
middle blocker at the second regional match on May 20. 
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Individual in 
state. finals 
By Jessica Bergmann 

Junior Ania Skorupski was 
the lone team player to com­
pete in the badminton state 
finals held at Eastern Illinois 
University on May 9 and 10. 

put her back on the score­
board. 

"I felt really good about 
my second match after I lost 
the first,". Skorupski said. "I 
wanted to prove that I be­
longed in the competition." 

Wildcat t:hrunicle 

Skorupski beat Wheaton 
Warrenville South, East Au­
rora and Bolingbrook in the 
singles competition to place 
fourth in the overall competi­
tion at the Naperville Central 
sectional on May I. 

Skorupski was thrilled to 
find out she would be com­
peting at state. 

Skorupski said that the 
new skills she learned during 
the season, such as the full 
court clear and the slice shot, 
helped her to claim a victory. 

Olympics attetnpt 
to conquer conflict 

"I came really close 1ast 
year, so I was happy to finally 
make it this time," Skorupski 
said. 

Skorupski said that this 
was the first year that only 
one girl has competed. Typi­
cally, about 10 or more girls 
compete. 

"Being the only person that 
made it was kind of lonely," 
Skorupski said. 

In her first match, Skorup­
ski competed against a player 
from Hinsdale Central. Each 
match consists of two games. 
Skorupski lost her first game 
21-9 and her second 21-6, los­
ing the match overall. 
· "The first match was a 
disappointment," Skorupski 
said. 

After losing her frustrating 
first match, Skorupski came 
back to win her second match 
against Glenbard East, which 
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Junior Ania Skorupski 
placed fourth in sectionals 
to qualify for state finals. 

By Mike Dalton 
Despite all the conflict sur­

rounding the 2008 summer 
·Olympics and the torch relay, 
the games will still hold the 
age-old tradition of spirited 
competition and fair play. 

The famous Olympic torch 
is being protested by a large 
number of protesters angered 
at China for hosting the 2008 
ceremonies. 

As tradition goes, the torch 
travels across the world before However, her newfound en­

ergy did not last long. In her . ending at the host country of 
third and final match against the summer games. 
Wheaton Warrenville South However, due to the pro­
Skorupski lost her first gam~ tes~ers agai~st Chi~a and 
21 _10 and her second 21_17 therr oppress10n of T1bet, the 

Skorupski was pleased wi~h Olympic committee has opt­
ed to not have the torch make her overall playing. 
its traditional final run across 
the country. 

Games will be held in Bei-

41I tried my best in all my 
matches and that is good 
enough for me," Skorupski 
said. jing, China starting Aug. 8 

and ending on Aug. 24. 
Beijing's national stadium 

built in 2003 covers 258,000 
sq. miles, and can seat up to 
91,000 spectators. 

Once the games finish, Bei­
jing will turn their $500 mil­
lion stadium into housing for 
national and international 
sporting events, along with 
"cultural and entertaining 
activities," posts the official 
website for the 2008 summer 
games. 

Forty-one different types of 
events will take place over the 
16-day course of the Olym­
pics. 

During the athletic portion 
of the games, there will be 
47 different matches; athlet­
ics covers all track and field 
events. 

Swimming has the second 
largest amount of matches, 

with 32. 
Returning gold medal­

ist, U.S. swimmer Michael 
Phelps, is coming back to the 
games to attempt more world 
records. 

Phelps already holds the 
men's swimming world re­
cord in the 200 yd. freestyle, 
200 yd. butterfly, and the 200 
yd. independent medley. 

Competing against Phelps 
during the 2008 games will 
be fellow countryman Ian 
Crocker. 

Crocker is the curreqt 
world record holder for the 
100 yd. butterfly. 

Other returning Olympians 
are yet to be named, as the 
trials have not all been held 
for the games. 

Protests or not, the 2008 
Olympics are sticking to tra­
dition. 

Senseless protest not ~orth. 
sacrificing years of training 
As the Olympic torch 

travels to Beijing, China 
for this summerts Qlympic 

Greg Vodicka 

Games, the protest against 
the bloodshed in Tibet fol­
lows closely behind. 

· The decision to award the 

games to China after news 
of countless deaths includ­
ing murdered religious lead­
ers such as monks and nuns 
raised a dispute around the 
world. 

Some protesters argue that 
allowing an event as pres­
tigious as the Olympics to 
take place in a country that 
is causing so much death is · 
appalling: Others make the 
pomt that a boycott would 
open the eyes of the world to 
the problems in countries un­
der dictators. 

Whether an ·athlete, a pr<r. 
tester, or a sports fan, Ameri­
cans need to consider the 
Olympic athletes. 

From a young age, athletes 
dream of that spot on the 
Oly~pic team for their par-

ticular event. These deter­
mined competitors train long 
hours for years in hope to one 
day get a shot at the gold. 

Although there are other 
global sporting events, none 
of them compare to the es­
teemed Olympics. 

While this ceremony only 
comes around every four 
years, it is likely that even 
highly trained athletes that 
have the ability to perform at 
the Olympic level have one 
Olympic experience in their 
career when they are in their 
prime. 

Sure, the Olympics will roll 
around in another four years, 
but so much can happen in 
that period of time for an 
athlete of this caliber. Besides 
injuries and other health is-

sues, an athlete has the wear 
of their lifestyle on their body 
to worry about. Years of 
training can take a toll on the 
body. 

To inform Olympic con­
tenders that they will have to 
wait another four years to get 
their shot is simply a slap in 
the face to their hard work 
and dedication. 

Athletes should still get 
what they deserve; a shot at 
the gold as they have noth­
ing to do with the many un­
fortunate deaths of innocent 
people. 

Protesters have demonstrat­
ed that going through with 
the games would be turning 
a cheek to the issue at hand 
in Tibet. ~ 

Who's to say, however, that 

a boycott would even make 
a difference? Why would 
communist China want to 
listen to the U.S. after 50 . 
years, especially • with cor­
porate sponsors behind 
them? 

Is it worth taking a gam­
ble of throwing away every­
thing teams and individuals 
have tr.ained their whole 
lives for? 

After sounding heart­
less, no one, including me, 
wants to see the deaths of 
innocent people be pushed 
aside for the games sporting 
fans adore to go on. 

Understanding the argu­
ment that murder is more 
important ?than playing 
games, consider who will 
suffer in the process. 


	06302023_100500-001
	06302023_100500-002 - Copy
	06302023_100500-002
	06302023_100500-003 - Copy
	06302023_100500-003
	06302023_100500-004 - Copy
	06302023_100500-004
	06302023_100500-005 - Copy
	06302023_100500-005
	06302023_100500-006 - Copy
	06302023_100500-006
	06302023_100500-007 - Copy
	06302023_100500-007
	06302023_100500-008 - Copy
	06302023_100500-008
	06302023_100500-009

