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Andividnal in
state finals

By Jessica Bergmann

Junior Ania Skorupski was
the lone team player to com-
pete in the badminton state
finals held at Eastern Illinois
University on May 9 and 10.

Skorupski beat Wheaton
Warrenville South, East Au-
rora and Bolingbrook in the
singles competition to place
fourth in the overall competi-
tion at the Naperville Central
sectional on May 1.

Skorupski was thrilled to
find out she would be com-
peting at state.

“I came really close last
year, so [ was happy to finally
make it this time,” Skorupski
said.

Skorupski said that this
was the first year that only
one girl has competed. Typi-
cally, about 10 or more girls
compete.

“Being the only person that
made it was kind of lonely,”
Skorupski said.

In her first match, Skorup-
ski competed against a player
from Hinsdale Central. Each
match consists of two games.
Skorupski lost her first game
21-9 and her second 21-6, los-
ing the match overall.

- “The first match was a
disappointment,” Skorupski
said. :

After losing her frustrating
first match, Skorupski came
back to win her second match
against Glenbard East, which
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put her back on the score-
board.

“I felt really good about
my second match after I lost
the first,” Skorupski said. “I
wanted to prove that I be-
longed in the competition.”

Skorupski said that the
new skills she learned during
the season, such as the full
court clear and the slice shot,
helped her to claim a victory.
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Junior Ania Skorupski
placed fourth in sectionals
to qualify for state finals.

However, her newfound en-
ergy did not last long. In her

Wheaton Warrenville South,
Skorupski lost her first game
21-10 and her second 21-17.

Skorupski was pleased with
her overall playing.

“I tried my best in all my
matches and that is good
enough for me,” Skorupski
said. ;

Olympics attempt
to conquer conflict

By Mike Dalton’
Despite all the conflict sur-
rounding the 2008 summer

“Olympics and the torch relay,

the games will still hold the
age-old tradition of spirited
competition and fair play.

The famous Olympic torch
is being protested by a large
number of protesters angered
at China for hosting the 2008
ceremonies.

As tradition goes, the torch
travels across the world before

- ending at the host country of

third and final match against ‘N SUmmer games.

However, due to the pro-
testers against China and
their oppression of Tibet, the
Olympic committee has opt-
ed to not have the torch make
its traditional final run across
the country.

Games will be held in Bei-
jing, China starting Aug. 8

~ and ending on Aug. 24.

Beijing’s national stadium
built in 2003 covers 258,000
sq. miles, and can seat up to
91,000 spectators.

Once the games finish, Bei-
jing will turn their $500 mil-
lion stadium into housing for
national and international
sporting events, along with
“cultural and entertaining
activities,” posts the official
website for the 2008 summer
games.

Forty-one different types of
events will take place over the
16-day course of the Olym-
pics. :

During the athletic portion
of the games, there will be
47 different matches; athlet-
ics covers all track and field
events.

Swimming has the second
largest amount of matches,

" with 32.

Returning gold medal-
ist, US. swimmer Michael
Phelps, is coming back to the
games to attempt more world
records.

Phelps already holds the
men’s swimming world re-
cord in the 200 yd. freestyle,
200 yd. butterfly, and the 200
yd. independent medley.

Competing against Phelps
during the 2008 games will
be fellow countryman Ian
Crocker. )

. Crocker _is. .the ..currentauaswme"

world record holder for the
100 yd. butterfly.

Other returning Olympians
are yet to be named, as the
trials have not all been held
for the games.

Protests or not, the 2008
Olympics are sticking to tra-
dition.
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