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Freshman Devon Tuma practices with the rest of the bad-
minton team for their upcoming match against Wheaton

Warrenville South.

Lock down results in
a slow start to season

By Megan Hernbroth

With the lock down earlier
this month, all sports practic-
es were cancelled, and begin-
ning sports like badminton
took a beating e

“It (the lock down) dramat-
ically affected our team,” said

head coach Bang Nguyen..

“We haven't had much prac-
tice yet so we can't tell which
players are ready.”

At the Streamwood match
on March 10, varsity lost 8-7
and junior varsity won 8-7.

More girls have turned out
this year for badminton.

“We are really big this
year,” said Nguyen. “It’s
mostly the junior class, but
we have a lot of freshmen
too.”

Girls compete for spots in
matches at varsity and junior

varsity level using the ladder-

system. The winner of one
match competes until she
loses.

- “] feel like we have a good
group of girls this year,” said
junior Jamie Roman. “We’re
all open to making new
friends.”

Young players were moved
up to JV in order to fill spots
for doubles. Not all of the
players were ready.

“l was nervous because
we'd only practiced doubles
once,” said freshman Devon
Tuma. “But I really think that
we do well.” ,

-The sport also adopted a
new rally-scoring system, so
even seasoned players have
new tricks to learn.

“I think we are always pre-
pared to try our best, because
that's what really matters,”
said Roman.

Wild hockey finishes

season third in state

By Sara Fouts

Wheaton West Wild hock-
ey ended their season by tying
for third place in the state.

Their last game of the regu-
lar season was on March 10
against the undefeated AWF
Renegades.

Most of the game the score
was tied. By the end of the
first period the score was 1-1.
At the end of the second pe-
riod the score was 2-2.

Going into the third period
Wild came out strong and
scored a goal in the opening
minutes to make the score 3-
2. But soon after that, AWF
scored another goal to tie the
score again.

Wild lost momentum while
penalty  after penalty was
called &gainst them.

While AWF was on a pow-
er play they scored a goal to
make the score 3-4. Wild
tried to come back to tie thé*
game, but out of control tem-
pers got in the way and AWF
scored the final goal on a dif-
ferent power play to make the
final score 3-5.

“It'd be fun to have that
one back and try again,” said

head coach Kerry Stair about ,

the AWF game.

Senior goalie Ben Bar-
clay had a total of 44 saves
throughout the game.

“I think Ben played really
well. A bunch of players felt
bad because that was his best
game and we let him down.
We’ll all miss the coaches
and the guys on the team

next-year,” said senior Kevin
Troy.

Wild offense had 24 shots
on goal throughout the game.
They fought through the end
of the game but couldn’t
come out with a win.

“Our goalie played out-
standing,” said senior Matt
Molitor. “Even though we
lost it was a good way to end
because we tied for third in
the state.”

Wild finished its season
with a 10-6-4 record.

“Two years ago we didn’t
have a sense of community,
and we didn’t have a sense of
focus,” said assistant coach
Dave Dyson. “For the first
time in two years I feel a sense
of community. We have built
a foundation.”

 Stair agreed. ;

“The work ethic this season
for our team was absolutely
amazing and showed on the
ice,” said Stair. “I feel in my
heart; hockey is the greatest
of all sports.”
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Aéslstant captain senior Cameron Daboll proved to have a
good influence on the team throughout the season.
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