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Stiff: Competition Poor weather results 
meetssoiiti in late season opener 
By Trevor Bodie upperclassmen and return-

Varsity softball's frrst ing starters to get the job 
game was a double header done this year. 
at Driscoll High School on "Lirinea Detrick , has 
Saturday but was cancelled been all conference two 
due to rain. · years in a row. Izzy Bruce 

While varsity is anxious is one of the best defensive 
to play their fl!St game only • short stops in the area, and 
time will tell when that may , Rovtar has a great bat," said 
be. Shout. 

The DuPage Valley Con- VarSity players are seniors 
ference looks to be well Detrick and Megan Scott,· 
rounded again this seaso{\ · juniors . Chrissie ·. Rovtar, 
according to head coach Jamie Dash and Courtney 
Jim Shout. Macko, and sophomore 

"It's hard to :figure be- Elizabeth Bruce. 
cause the conference is up "Linnea is a solid catcher. 
for grabs, we just need to It will be hard for teams to 
hold our own," said Shout. steal on her this year. We 

·Players also are aware of have a new pitcher, 
what is ahead of them. · 

"The two toughest teams 
will be Naperville Central 
and West Aurora. The two 
weakest teams are Glen­
bard East '!nd Naperville 
North," said junior Court­
neyMacko. 

Varsity 1s hoping to ex­
ceed their average season 
this year. Varsity softbafi>s 
record last year was 15-15 
(6-8 in conference) but the­
girls are hoping to improve 
on the number of witis. 

The team is led by 
assistant coaches Laurie Da­
vidson and Tom Cheey, and 
volunteer coach Amanda 
Chrisos. 
· "The · foundation of the 

team will be establisheq by 
the returning starters. 
ever, we have a few sopho­
mores and freshmen who 
will help the team," said 
junior and returning starter 
Chrissie Rovtar. 

Shout is counting on his 

The foundation, 
of the team .will be 
established f?y the 
returning starters. 

. Howevef) we have 
a few 
and freshmen who 
will help the team. ' 
· - Junior Chrissie Rovtar 

Mary Connolly, She has 
speed and movement on her 
pitches," said Dash. 

Many underclassmen will 
help contribute to the team 
this year such as sopho­
mores Katy Olsen, Taylor 
Kutilek, Taylor Dash. Mol­
ly Monroe, Danielle McA­
voy, Alyson Taddeucci, and 
freshman Connolly. 

By Mike Dalton 
With the first two games 

of the varsity baseball season 
washed out, the team has had 
extra time to prepare. 

The team of 20 players 
consists of eight returning se­
niors, and 12 juniors ready to 
fight for a DVC title. 

Senior Matt Andracki loves 
playing for the team because 
he feels that for over I 0 years 
now, boys baseball has been 
u one of the few successful 
programs at the-school." 

Andracki said that the team 
always expects to compete in 
the DVC. 

Head coach John Walters 
feels it's a great group of guys 
who have a lot of growing to 
do. · 

"We're excited to see how 
tbese players step into their 
roles and work together as 
one," said Walters. 

Walters believes that there 
are a couple players who will 
help the team meet their goal 
of a DVC title. 

Senior Barrett Serrato is · 
· the team's starting short stop 
and has been on varsity since 
his sophomore year. 

Serrato will be playing for 
Purdue University next year 
on a baseball scholarship. 

Senior James Eckler has 
played on the varsity level 
since his junior year, and will 
play next year at the Savan­
nah School of Art and De­
sign. 

Eckler is not only a starter 
in the outfield, but is also on 
the pitching staff. 

Both Eckler and Serrato 
are team captains, along with 
junior Trevor Bodie. 

Walters loves working with 
the team because of the chal­
lenge it provides. 

"I love working with young 
. players and seeing them de­
velop not only as players, but 
as men," said Walters. 

Photo by Trevor Bodie 

Senior Barrett Serrato warms up on a tee at a practice while 
fields are still in unplayable conditions. 

Senior. Dane Gunderson 
enjoys playing for the team 
because it is the one sport he 
has enjoyed playing since he 
was young. 

"The team gets along well 
and the coaches are very 
friendly," said Gunderson. 

Andracki feels the team is 

good as the previous season. 
"The first few weeks will be 

the first time many of these 
players have seen varsity 
pitching," said Walters. . 

Most of the pitchers who 
will start this season have 
very little or no varsity expe­
rience. The seniors have faith 

more competitive than last in their team because they 
year. have all played the game for 

"We've trained together for so long. 
so long· that we all think the "We play well as a team 
same way," said Andracki. and some of us seniors have 

Gunderson is torn about been playing together since 
how the team will perform 6th and 7th grade/' said An-
this year. dracki. 

He feels that while they will Their next game will be 
perform better offensively, the · away on Thursday against 
pitching staff might not be as Elgin. 

Baseball Schedule 2008. 
March 28- Streamwood- Away 
March 29- Waubonsie Valley- Home 
April!- Marmion Academy- Home 
April 2- Benet Academy- Away 
April 5- Elk Grove- Home 
April?- Naperville North- Home 
April iO- Naperville North- Away 
Apnl14- Naperville Central- Away 
April16- Naperville Central- Home 
April"17- Naperville Central- Away 
April21- Wheaton Warrenville South­
Home 
April 23- Wheaton Warrenville South­
Away 

April 24- Wheaton Warrenville South­
Home 

Glenbard East- Home 
April 29- Glenbard East- Away 
May 1 Glenbard North- Away 
May 2- Glenbard North- Home 
May 6- Glenbard North- Away 
May 8- Wheaton North- Away 
May 10- Wheaton North- Home 
May 13- West Aurora- Home 
May 15- West Aurora- Away 
May 16- West Aurora- Home 
·May 17- South- Home 

. ' 



· Wlldcilt Chr-()nicle 

Wild . hockey finishes 
seasOn third in state 

. Photo by Megan Hernbroth 
Freshman Devon Tuma practices with the rest of the bad· 
minton team for their upcoming match against Wheaton 
Warrenville South. 

Lock down results in 
a slow start to season 

By Sara Fouts 
Wheaton West Wild hock­

ey ended tfidr se<l$Ot:l by tying 
for third place in the state. 

Their last game of the regu­
lar season was on March 10 
against the undefeated AWF 
Renegades. 

Most of the game the score 
was tied. By the end of the 
ftrst period the score was 1-1. 
Ai the end of the sec~md pe­
riod the score was 2-2. 

Going into the third period 
Wild came out strong and 
scored a goal in the opening 
minutes to make the score 3-
2. But soon after that, AWF 
scored another goal io tie the 
~core again. 

By Megan Hernbroth system. The winner of one Wild lost momentum while 
With the lock down earlier match competes until she penalty after penalty was. 

this month, all sports practic- loses. called against them. 
es were cancelled, and begin- · "I feel like we have a good While NNF was on a paw-
ning sports like badminton group of girls this' year/' said er play they scored a goal to 
took a beating junior Jamie Roman. "We're make the score 3-4. Wild 

"It (the lock down) dramat- all open to making new tried to come back to tie th 
ically affected our team," said friends." game, but out of control tern­
head coach. Bang Nguyen. Young players were moved pers got in the way and AWF 
"We haven't had much prac- up to JV in order to fill spots scored the fmal goal on a dif­
tice yet so we can't tell which for doubles .. Not all of the ferent power play to make the 
players are ready." players were ready. final score 3-5. 

At the Streamwood match "I was nervous because "It'd be fun to have that 
on March 10, varsity lost 8-7 we'd only practiced doubles one back and try again," said 
and junior varsity won 8-7. once," said freshman Devon head coach Kerry Stair about . 

More girls have turned out Tuma. "But I really think that the AWF game. 
this year for badminton. we do well." Senior goalie Ben Bar-

"We are really big this _The sport also adopted a day had a total of 44 s~ves 
year," said Nguyen. "It's new rally-scoring system, so throughout the game. 
mostly the junior class, but even seasoned players have "I think Ben played really 
we have a lot of freshmen new tricks to learn. well. A bunch of players felt 
too." "I think we are always pre- bad because that was his best 

• . 

next· year," said senior Kevin 
Troy. 

Wild offense had 24 shots 
on goal throughout the game. 
They fought through the end 
of the game but couldn't 
come out with a win. 

'~ Our goalie played out-' 
standing," said senior Matt 
Molitor. "Even though we 
l9st it was a good way to end 
because we tied for third in 
the state." 

Wild finished its season 
with a 10-6-4 record. 

"Two years ago we didn't 
have a sense of community, 
and we didn't have a sense of 
focus," said assistant coach 
Dave. Dyson. "For the first 
time in two years I feel a sense 
of community. We have built 
a foundation." 
· Stair agreed. 

"The work ethic this season 
for our team was absolutely 
ama~ing and showed on the 
ice," said Stait. "I feel in my 
heart; hockey is the greatest 
of all sports._" 

Girls cqmpete for spots in pared to try our best, beca~e game and we ·let him down. . Photo by Sara Fouts 

matches at varsity and junior that's what really matters," We'll all miss the coaches Assistant captain senior Cameron Daboll proved to have a 
varsity level using the ladder said Roman. and the guys oh the team good influence on the team throughout the season. 

Accidents .on the diamond Create 
controversy over modern equ~ ment 

Imagine yourself 60 feet medical attention is needed. 
from home plate, playing . This is a real possibility be­
third base 'in bunt defense, cause baseball has become a 
and instead the ba11 is roped more dangerous game over 

1fevor Bodie 

down the third- base line 
With a metal bat 

The baD dents your faCe 
and bOnes are shattered and 

the past couple of years. 
It is true that baseba11 bat 
com~ strive to make the 
best bat, but when does a bet­
ter bat beCome too good? 

With new technolqgy, met­
al bats are becoming danger­
ous to players on the field. 

Accordin,g to the Boston 
Globe, Matt Cook, a fresh­
man at Hamilton-Wenham 
Regional High School took a 
ball to the head hit by a metal 
bat. The hit caused Cook in .. 
ternal bleeding and fractured 
his sktill. 
· There is 60 feet between the 
batter and the closest player. 
Wrth the way bats are bf;ing 
~ the bail is projected 

from the bat at a high veloc­
ity and with little rea_ction 
time, players cannot get their 
gloves in the way. 

Bats such as Stealth, DiMa­
ri.ni, Easton, and Rawlings 
boast because theif bats proj­
ect a ball at speeds exceeding 
95mph. 

From 60 feet away~ a ball 
traveling over 95 mph causes 
a reaction 'time of .632 sec­
onds. 

Kids use metal bats from 
when they begin playing 
baseball up until they stop or 
reach the pros. 

Making the switch from 
metal. to wood bats would 
be diffiallt in high school be­
cause younger levels may not 
be able to ~g a wood bat 
yet 

However, after hitting the 

age of 18 players are now 
men, and men should be able 
to hold some wood. 

Colleges in America should 
mak:e the switch to wood bats 
because college ball players 
are the best at wliat they do. 
They are not little freshmen 
who can't handle their own 
wood; they are men trying to 
suCceed at wliat they do best 

Being the best the players 
have a powerful ~g, which 
mixed Ui with a metal bat, 
can make a pre~ big dent. 

Pitchers have the most to 
worry aoout. They are 60 feet 
away and'are directly in front 
or the batter, and in many 
cases pitchers have been hit 
in the head and body causing 
serious injuriei · 

Lastly, players in ,coUege 
are there for a reason. For 

the most part they want to 
get to the pros and should 
be using what the pros use. 

It woul~'t be that big of 
a deal since college play­
ers are striving to make the 
pros. They can take that ex­
tra step to get ready for ~e 
next level. 

I understand that players 
who are striving to get fur­
ther in their career would • 
like to have a good average 
so scouts focus on· them 
more, but scouts would 
like to see a hitter who can 
swing the lumber with good 
form. 

Safety is the key with 
metal bats ~use I would 
like to step onto the field 
knowing I have a chanee t 
catch the ball and not have 
the ~all catch me. 
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