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Track teams works to overcome 
in hopes of a strong finish 

Girls track 
and field 
By Sarah Berger 

With the majority of the 
team made up of underclass­
men, the girls track and field 
team has plenty of fresh faces 
competing this season. 

At the Maine South meet 
on Feb. 19, sophomore An­
nette Eichenberger placed 
first in the 1600M run, high 
jump, and 880 yard relay. Se­
nior Kristen Johansen placed 
first in shotput. 

Junior varsity's freshmen 
Karlie Becker, Christine Kim, 
Meghan Nichol, and sopho­
more Becca Howe placed 
first in the 4x400 relay. 

Varsity placed second and 
junior varsity placed third 
overall in a meet against Ro­
sary and Bartlett on Feb. 5. 

Sophomores Emily Ten­
nant, and Tanya Starkey, and 
seniors Adi Huerta and Kara 
Triner, placed first in the 
4x800 relay. Starkey came in 
first in the 1600M run, senior 
Brittany Smith placed first 
in the long jump, and senior 
Sara Fouts placed first in the 
pole vault. Also, junior Ev­
elyn Galvan took first in shot 
put. 

On the junior varsity team 
freshman Bree Ringe, senior 
lvonne Reza, sophomore 
Emily Hahn, and senior Ma­
ria Ortiz placed first in the 
4x800 relay. Freshman Karlie 
Becker placed second in the 

SSM dash; freshman Meghan 
Nichol placed first in the 
400M dash, and Ortiz placed 
first in the 1600M run. 

"I think the team has a 
good chance of qualifying a 
relay team for state," said se­
nior Rachel Howe. 

Coach George Petmezas 
still has hope for the team. 

"We have a strong group 
of freshmen, more than the 
previous years. We also have 
a strong group of seniors. 
Hopefully some records will 
be broken this year," Pet­
mezas said. 

Boys track 
and field 

Late buses and injuries 
have put a damper on the 
boys track and field season, 
but not enough to crush their 
spirits. 

"We don't have any stars 
this year, but we do have a 
bunch of guys that have been 
working hard in the off-sea­
son. Also, we have 10 se­
niors, which is an advantage. 
Seniors just have the passion 
since it's their last year," said 
coach Paul McLeland. 

The boys beat Elgin but lost 
to West Aurora at a home 
meet on Feb. 19. 

Some highlights of the meet 
include junior Eder Gonzalez 
placing first in both varsity 
hurdle races and senior Jason 
Kovanda placing first in the 
pole vault. 

Photo by Jessica Bergmann 

From each tip-off, varsity girls struggled to accomplish team 
goals, but succeeded In improving the number of rebounds. 

Photo by Greg Vodicka 

Senior Jason Kovanda is one of the most promising high jumpers, along with pole vault and 
4x100M race, this season, 

On the junior varsity 
team, freshmen Alex Duran, 
Alex Perez, Nik Kmiecik, 
and sophomore Sergio Cale 
placed first in the 4 lap relay. 

The boys had a rough time 
at the Maine South meet on 
Feb. 23. 

Buses were half an hour 
late picking up the boys, re­
sulting in no time to stretch 
and warm-up. 

Field events struggled, but 
junior Kyle Nichol managed 
to place second in the open 
400M race. 

"I felt bad for the team, it 
really was the bus company's 
fault. We had no time to 
warm-up," said team captain 
senior Josh Tikka. 

Although the team has suf­
fered from some problems 
along the way, the boys still 

have an upbeat attitude. 
"I think we have a pretty 

hard-working team, we have 
a really good relay team," 
Tikka said. 

The boys next meet is the 
Glenbard North Invite on 
Friday. 

"It's honestly too early to 
tell what the season will bring, 
but hopefully it's good," said 
McLeland. 

Captain advances despite 
team} up and down season 
By Joann Kaczmarcyk 

Senior Kayla Radloff lost 
at sectional fmals of a 3 point 
shooting contest. 

Radloff advanced to sec­
tionals on Feb. 14 with a total 
of 12 of 25 baskets. At the 
semifinals at Lake Park High 
School o"n Feb. 19, Radloff 
made' 6 of 15 baskets, and 
then one less at fmals. 

Radloff was captain of 
girls varsity basketball, which 
ended their season with the 
game Feb. 12 against Glen­
bard East. 

Improving was their goal 
this season, and they met it, 
but their record was not what 
they had hoped for. 

Coach Kim Wallner was 
optimistic, but she also wor­
ried. Only one, senior Kayla 
Radloff, was an experienced 

varsity member. The others 
were either moved up to the 
varsity level or new to the 
sport altogether. 

"The capability, the poten­
tial, is there," said Wallner, 
but the experience was not. 
The team finished the season 
2-25, and 1-10 in conference. 

Wallner said the season 
was up and down. 

"The [team] started out 
knowing they would strug­
gle." 

The team improved in re­
bounding, both defensive and 
offensive. 

"We didn't give up as many 
offensive rebounds," Wallner 
said. 

"The [team] improved a 
lot from the beginning of 
the season. We always had 
a very strong second half 

· which made us finish the 
game hard and not give up," 
said Radloff. 

"I appreciate the seniors, 
and the four years they have 
given to the program. They 
have been dedicated and 
worked hard," said Wallner. 

Wallner refers to Rachel 
Jefferson, Megan Peterson, 
and Radloff as the three four­
year athletes. Peterson and 
Jefferson were co-captains. 

The competition was 
tough, as the DVC is not an 
easy conference, but Radloff 
believes the team tried hard. 

"We competed better with 
teams at the end of the sea­
son, and made them work 
harder. The lack of experi­
ence and not handling pres­
sure too well from others 
made it hard for us." 
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Wild dominates Blackhawk Stone leaves to coach 
Cup adding to strong season Mundelein football 

By Greg Vodicka 
After 11 years at West Chi­

cago, athletic director and for­
mer head football coach Bob 
Stone will move on to Mun­
delein High School. 

According to the West Chi­
cago Press, Stone was unani­
mously selected for the head 
football coaching job by a 
seven person interview team 
because of his experience, 
success, and character. 

He will also be a physical 
education teacher at Munde­
lein. 

Stone hopes to call Munde­
lein his home for at least six 

Photo by Sara Fouts years before retiring. 
Senior Ben Barclay guards the goal in a game against Lincolnway Central Feb. 22. Barclay With the bar set high, 
had over 20 saves throughout the game. · Stone's main goal is to in-

By Sara Fouts bras resulted in a loss, the The Cobras pulled ahead 5- crease the size of the football 
Wheaton West Wild Hock- Wheaton West Wild seniors 4 and fhe game ended with a program. 

ey has gained victories for lit up the ice for one of their score of 7-4 Cobras. "Right now they are at 
their first two games in the last games for the regular Even though that game was about 50 guys on the varsity 
State Blackhawk Cup Tour- hockey season. a disappointing loss, the team team, and they have more 
nament and will play in the Feb. 10 was senior night for still has good memories from students than West Chicago 
quarter finals game against Wheaton West, and nine se- the season to reflect on. has," said Stone. 
Geneva on Saturday, March 8 niors were honored before the "My best memory from Consistency is also a goal 
at 10 a.m. in Bensenville. game started. this year was when we tied for the program. 

The second game for the Seniors from West Chicago the number one ranked team "They have been up and 
tournament 'was on Feb. 22 are Ben Barclay, Kevin Brown, in the final seconds of the down in the past six years, 
against Lincoln way Central Cameron Daboll, Matt Moli- game," said Barclay. making it to the playoffs about 

twice," said Stone. Knights. Wild dominated the tor, Ryan Roman, and Kevin Some seniors say their 
game with a final score of 5-1 Troy. hockey careers will end with 
and secured their spot in the "I'm sad that this is my last Wheaton West, but others say 
quarter finals of the Black- year playing with all these they will continue to play in 
hawk Cup. guys. I've played with them college. 

Feb. 17 was the first game for four years," said Molitor. "I'll probably ,vlay at Indi-
of the tournament against the During the game, the first ana, but I will miss the guys 
CCM tigers. two periods were very close. on the team," said Daboll. 

Wild had a victory of 5-4 in By the end of the first period Head coach Kerry Stair says 
overtime and earned a spot in the score was 3-2 Wheaton the seniors were great team­
the next round of the Black- West. By the end of the sec- mates to have on the team this 
hawk Cup. ond period the score was 3-3. year. 

The game was intense, but In the second period the "These seniors are a fan-

However, Stone said that he 
will miss West Chicago, espe­
cially the kids and the coaches 
he has worked with over the 
years. 

"With any job, the people 
are the most important thing," 
said Stone. "I was lucky 
enough to work with some 
outstanding people here." 

He also said he will miss 
West Chicago's diversity. 

"From kids that come from 
families with lots of money, 
to blue collar families, and 
from kids from the Latino 
community to Caucasian 
kids, West Chicago has it all," 
said a grinning Stone. "I will 
always admire they way this 
school gets along in their own 
way, without many groups or 
cliques." 

As far as the football team 
goes, he admitted he wishes 
they were more successful 
with wins, but as a program, 
he really felt they made some 
progress in the number of 
varsity athletes that came out 
each year. In the 11 years 
coaching here, the number of 
varsity football players went 
from 27 to over 80. 

Wild was able to score the Cobras had a penalty shot tastic group and we will miss 
game winning goal with 5:44 on Wheaton West, but goalie them next year," said Stair. 
left in overtime. Barclay was able to keep them "We wish them luck as they 

Even though an earlier from scoring. All together move forward to college and 
.hockey game against the Co- Barclay had about 20 saves. life." 

Photo courtesy of Photography by Feltes 

Coach Bob Stone instructs one of his players during a game 
in 2005, his second to last season coaching the Wildcats. 

Greg Vodicka 

The Dlinois High School 
Athletic Association (IHSA) 
plans to begfu random perfor­
mance enhancing substance 

• testing next school year for 
~ such as football, base­
ball, basketball, soccer, hock­
ey, and track and field. 

The plail is to randomly test 
student-athletes who are par­
ticipating in the IHSA state 
playo~ 

I have no problem with the 
testing at all. I hope most 
Wtldcat athletes agree with 
me when I say, any athlete 
who does not 1me anything 
to hide would not have a prob-­
lem ~tested. 

Some people argue that it is 
an invasion of privacy. 

To me, it is a small price to 
pay to make sure we have fair 

competjtion so everyone is on 
the same playing field. 

People also neglect the fact 
that steroid users can cause 
injuries to themselves and to 
their opponents. 

Many athletes under pres­
sure to perform turn to per­
formance enhancing drugs 
without knowing the conse­
quences. 

With random testing. ath­
letes face the threat of being 
suspended from their sport. 
Ho~y, the choice is an ob­
vious one; it's just not worth 
it But some students do not 
see it that way, and the IHSA 
is out to find out who those 
athletes are. -

However, there is one part 
of the plan that needs to be 
looked at. 

The IHSA hopes to test 
most teams before the playoff 
bracket. This way, anyone 
who is using steroids will be 
suspended, and will not be 
able to affect the outcome of 
the playoffs. 

The tests are too costly to 
test each and every team. 
They decided to target the 
teams that were successful. 

This plan seems reasonable, 
until you think about all the 
teams that did not make the 
playoffs, while teams with ste­
roid users did. 

For example, Team A, who 
uses steroids beats Team B, 
where no one uses steroids, 
to make it into the playoffs. 
Team B is done for good. 
Their season is over. 

Team A gets tested now that 

they are in the playoff brack­
et, and a few of the guys get 
suspended for a game or 
two, depending on what the 
test finds. Team A Still has 
a shot. 

This case applies to all of 
the teams that do not make 
it into the playoffs. Whether 
they were users or not, teams 
who are knocked out of the 
series get the back end of the 
deal. 

In other words, to have ran­
dom testing in high school, it 
has to be random for it to be 
fair. 

I can imagine there will be 
much more debate over this 
conflict when playoffs come 
closer. Athletes better start 
thinking about the conse­
quences. 
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