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Building upon 
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Wheaton West Wild beats Elgin-Larkin-Streamwood 12-2, Dec. 9. Junior Kyle Obrlght had 10 
saves out of 12 shots on goal during the game. 

By Sara Fouts 
The Wheaton West hock­

ey team has gone wild once 
again, taking home a major 
win Dec. 9. 

With shots on goal in the 
first 15 seconds of the game, 

the team proved they were 
out to win. 

Wheaton West Wild beat 
Elgin-Larkin-Streamwood 
(ELS) with a final score of 
12-2 to make their current re­
cord 6-2-3. 

Wild scored the first goal 
early in the game, and by the 
end of the frrst period the 
score was 3-0. Good defense 
and teamwork kept ELS from 

· scoring points throughout the 
game. 

Dedication leads team to 
success at Hinsdale Central 
By Jacob Wucka · 

With practice and motiva­
tion going into the Hinsdale 
Central Invite, the wrestling 
team ·came out strong on Fri­
day and Saturday. 

The team placed 16 out of 
24 teams from area schools. 

"We did good," said wres­
tling coach James Phillips. 
"We just got to keep plugging 
away, trying to improve." 

Juniors Jonny Padilla and 
Andrew Cruz took 4th. Pa­
dilla won a match against a 
wrestler who was 8th in the 
state, and Cruz beat highly 
recognized wrestlers. 

Out of the two days at the 
invite, seniors Austin Hall 
and James Padilla advanced 
to compete. 

Phillips said that the wres­
tlers have been getting better 
at maneuvering around the 
ring. However a lack of expe­
rience led to losses for sopho-

more wrestlers. 
Sophomore and varsity 

wrestler Jon White went into 
the tournament hoping to 
prove to other schools what 
the team has to offer. 

"There were so many 
schools and we knew that we 
needed to overachieve to beat 
some really good wrestlers. 
At least five of us wrestled 
top 1 0 ranked wrestlers so it 
was very challenging," said 
White. 

Without competition for 
two weeks, the wrestlers prac­
ticed extra to prepare for the 
invite. 

"We did a lot. We had two 
weeks without competition so 
we had two weeks of practice. 
We knew what was at stake 
and we needed to do well to 
be noticed," said White. 

Now that the invite is over, 
the team is practicing for 
upcoming matches against 

Glenbard East, Elgin, and 
Larkin, treating the matches 
as practice. 

"It's essentially practice for 
regionals," said Phillips. 
. Along with preparing for 

regionals, Phillips and the 
team are looking forward to 
sending some wrestlers to 
state. 

"As long as we're peaking 
at the right time of the year, 
we should have a couple guys 
go to state," said Phillips. 

Phillips praised individ­
ual wrestlers such as Cruz, 
James Padilla, junior Jamie 

_ Campos, Jonny Padilla, and 
White for being dedicated to 
the wrestling program and 
performing well in matches. 

"A couple of .our guys are 
here everyday working their 
butts off," said Phillips. 

The extra practice is paying 
off for the wrestlers, especial­
ly for White, who treats every 

Junior goalie Kyle Obright 
_ a brick wall, and pre­
vented almost all shots on 
goal from going in the net. 

"We are playing really solid 
lately, and we've stepped up 
our game. There's no one in 
the league that can take us,, 
said Obright. 

T)le team scored four more 
goals in the second period to 
put the score at 7-1. 

Their confidence on the ice 
showed as several teammates 
put goals on the board. 

Scorers from West Chi­
cago included seniors Kevin 
Brown, Cameron Daboll, 
Matt Molitor, junior Shane 
Smith, and sophomore Ryan 
Crivolio. 

The third period proved to 
be just as exciting for Wild 
fans when the team scored 
five more goals resulting in 
the fmal score 12-2. 

"We really pulled together 
for our victory, but it would 
be great to see some more 
fans at our games to support 
our success," said senior goal­
ie Ben Barclay. "Our team 
this year has the potentiaf to 
win state as long as we keep 
playing the way we are play­
ing now." 

With practices on Mon­
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and games on Sundays, the 
team's hard work and dedi-

cation are paying off in tbeir 
games. 

Head coach Kerry Stair 
said that the boys are playing 
.great this year. 

"If everyone has fun and 
does their best then I believe 
the team is ultimately suc­
cessful. Each of the young 
men and young women that 
have come out for .the team 
are special kids and it's been a 
real pleasure to coach them," · 
said Stair. 

Senior captain Ryan Ro­
man agrees that the team has 
plenty potential to do well. 

"We're really coming to­
gether as a team during the 
middle of the season. I think 
that we're top contenders for 
state this year," said Roman. 

Earlier in December the 
team tied against the AWF 
Renegades, an undefeated 
team. Wheaton West agrees 
that a win would have been 
nice, but they will take a tie, 
too. 

Senior AJ Crivolio summed 
up the team's. ambition for 
the season. 

"We're going all the way," 
said Crivolio. 

Wild hockey is confident 
that this season will be one of 
their best. 

The next home game at 
Center Ice of DuPage is Sun­
day, Jan. 13 at 7 p.m. 
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Juniors Greg Berg and Calvin Holt practice for an upcom­
ing tournament at Hinsdale Central. 

match, win or loss, as a win. 
"I'm taking every match as 

a win because I'm a sopho­
more and I'm already on 
varsity, and it's not that often 
a sophomore is on varsity," 
said White. 

With the extra workouts, 
and· long hours of practice, 
the wrestlers still find moti­
vation in their expectations 
for upcoming matches. How­
ever, Cruz gets his motivation 
from Phillips. 

"He's a motivational kind 
of guy; inspirational," said 
Cruz. 

James Padilla finds moti­
vation in knowing that he is 
doing the best he can, and 
knowing that he can perform 
better than more experienced 
wrestlers. 

"(It helps) knowing that 
there are that have 
been wrestling for a long time, 
and trying to beat them," said 
James. -
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C!ose ganles for Strong ethic makes better 
!~~~~edabas~~m~~all results in competition 

Still struggling to get to the "We have Wheaton North 
top, the girls basketball team coming up, too, which should 
is looking forward to their be an exciting game," said 
holiday tom;nament to build Rovtar. "Last year we beat 
confidence and improve their them to win regionals." 
0-1 overall record. Radloff helps lead the team 

The girls look to. play teams during this rough time of the 
such as Sandwich, Oak Park, season. 
Lemont, Driscoll, and Plain- "We've come a long way 
field Central at the Oswego from our first week and we 
East's 2007 Holiday Classic are more competitive in our 
tournament. · games now," said Ra<tloff. 

With a preak from confer- "I think we'll start giving 
ence play, the team can expe- teams a harder time coming 
rience some non-conference up with conference games." 
games that will not affect Rovtar said that sophomore 
their conference record. Izzy Bruce has improved the 

Although the team is strug- most. 
gling, head coach Kim Wall- "She is our smartest player, 
ner believes the team will im- she really knows how to read 
prove with these games. the court," said Rovtar. 

"We are still trying out new Throughout the season the 
things, as far as what has been games have had close scores. 
working well during games, The girls suffered a tough 
so we can stay competitive. defeat to Bartlett Dec. 1, with 
By the holiday tournament many turnovers resulting in a 
and during the second round 53-33 loss. 
of conference we'll defmitely Prior to Bartlett, they man­
be more competitive," said aged another close loss to 
senior captain Kayla Radloff. Glenbard East Nov. 29, with 

"The tournament can pos- a final score of 44-37. 
sibly enable us to obtain "(Bartlett) was the closest 
more confidence," said junior game we played. Glenbard 
<;:hrissie Rovtar. East was another close game. 

After break, Rovtar hopes We cut it down by three and 
the team can show the DVC we ·had a lot of chances to 
how they can truly play. come back," said Wallner. 

rcHopefully we will play An early loss for the team 
more as a team, and be more was against Lyons Township. 
competitive. We need to They lost by 4 points with a 
keep improving every game score of 46-42. 
by having a strong defense, In senior captain Megan Pe­
cut down on turnovers, and terson's opinion, the Thanks­
keep up with our rebounds," giving tournament was when 
said Rovtar. the team played the best. 

With Wheaton Warrenville "We came close to winning 
South coming up on their in a lot of the games during 
conference schedule, Rovtar the competition. I think we 
admitted it will be a tough did a good job, and we are 
game because of the team's still improving," said Peter­
athleticism and aggressive- son. 

By Jake Bradley 
Despite losing their first 

two events, the Wildcats did 
not give up, placing 4th of 
eight teams at the Eagle In­
vite at Leyden Saturday. 

In the 100-meter back­
stroke, the Wildcats placed 
2nd and 3rd, with freshman 
Anthony N olazco fmishing 
with a time of 1:01. Senior 
Greg Pelke had a time of 1 :02 
in the same event. 

Senior Matt Ziffra clocked 
1:03 in the 1 00-meter fly and 
freshman Jeff Pierpoint came 
in with a time of 1:05 in the 
event. 

"It was a great meet all 
around by the swimmers," 
said new head coach Nick 
Parry. 

The team struggled in 
their first two meets losing to 
Dekalb and placing 9th out 
of 12 teams. at the Wildcat 
Invite, but Parry is not dis­
couraged. 

"We are trying to get as 
much out of our swimmers 
as we can," said Parry. . 

Parry said he is seeing what 

Photo by Greg Vodicka 
Senior captain Matt Ziffra, along with the r.est of the swim­
ming team, practice both before and after school. 
he is expecting out . of his 
swimmers in the past three 
meets. 

"We were very competitive 
swimming against former 

· stqte champions at the Wild­
cat Invite," said Parry. 

As for the junior varsity 
swimmers, the Wildcats have 
many beginners that need 
work. 

"We have a lot of new 
swimmers this year, which is 
great," said Parry. 

The Wildcats have 29 

swimmers this year, 14 more 
than the previous year. 

Parry thinks they have a 
good core of varsity swim­
mers, including senior team 
captains Ziffra, Pelke, and 
Brian Hummer. 

From the beginning, the 
captains have shown a strong 
work ethic, said Parry. 

"Even though the coach 
picked the captains, a lot of 
the ~ swimmers would agree 
that they were great picks," 
said junior David Peace. . 

Ziffra gladly took the role 
and takes charge when Parry 
is not around. 

"It is nice to be able to lead 
the team in a positive direc­
tion/' said Zitfra. 

Ziffra showed his work 
ethic performing well at the 
Eagle Invite, coming in 2nd 
in the 100-rneter fly and 5th 
in the 50-meter free. 

"I did better this event than 
the last considering I missed a 
week due to medical purpos­
es," said Ziffra. "And coach 
seemed satisfied." 

Photo by Greg Vodicka 
Seniors Greg Pelke and Matt Ziffra take a rest from swim­
ming laps as they listen to directions from coach Nick Parry. 

As captain, he hopes to 
lead a large group to section­
als and the seniors to state. 

FL disappoints: and leaves behind fans 
The face of football may 

be changing as football fa .. 
natics watch their teams 
play on the NFL network 
on Thursday nightS. 

Trevor Bodie 

Football fans may have 
noticed when their beloved 
Bears didn't play on Dec. 

9. 
Instead the Bears played 

on Dec. 6 against the Wash-
ington Redskins which could 
have been viewed on your lo-
cal cable channeL 

However, for the rest of the 
nation who wanted to watch 
the game, they would ave 
needed the NFL network. 

The NFL network is a 
channel a select few have, 
and to get it, you must pay 
more money to your cable 
company every month. 

This network is owned by 
the NFL and tbere has been 
a t"'15pute between cable com-
panies and the NFL on how 
much this package should 
cost. 

Millions of , dollars aren't 

enough for the NFL, no, they 
need more. They are cleaning 
the pockets of fans to bring 
out the passion in (hem. 

NFL spok~an Seth Pa-
Iansky said in a Washington 
Post interview, "We see that 
as a way of trying to extort 
NFL fans because they are 
passmnate.., 
~oticing how passionate 

fans are, the NFL created the 
network to take more money 
from a money driven society. 

Many of our parents grew 
up watching boxing. 

What happened to it? It is 
viewed on pay per view now. 

This 1s what will eventu-
ally happen to football. If 
the NFL ends up having to be 
viewed on pay per view, not 

only will the NFL gain rnon- the nation pay or they can't 
ey but also the cable compa- watch. 
nies. But watching some clips 

People can't live without a day after on ESPN soundS 
their favorite football team just as good, right? 
hitting and scoring every If you want to watch a 
week. football game you turn on 

So, the easy solution is put your TV, flip to the channel 
it on pay per view and gain and watch 1t. 
as much money as the NFL Hewever, we can't even 
can. do that without the NFL 

When the Dallas Cowboys getting in the way. 
beat the Green Bay Packers it ThiS new sy~em began 
was the biggest game in the this year and it needs to. end 
NFC. i'wo of the best teams this year as well. It needs to 
went head to head on Tburs- end because instead of help-
day night while millions of ing the. NFL, it's hurting 
fans couldn't watch. them. The game is reach-

The New Englflnd Patriots ing far fewer households in 
could be defending a perfect America. 
season their last game and The NFL network's motto 
what's the solution? Make should be, "Can't see TV!" 
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