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Close games for
girls basketball

By Ashley Pineda

Still struggling to gef to the
top, the girls basketball team
is looking forward to their
holiday tournament to build
confidence and improve their
0-1 overall record.

The girls look to.play teams
such as Sandwich, Oak Park,
Lemont, Driscoll, and Plain-
field Central at the Oswego
East’s 2007 Holiday Classic
tournament.

With a break from confer-
ence play, the team can expe-
rience some non-conference
games that will not affect
their conference record.

Although the team is strug-
gling, head coach Kim Wall-
ner believes the team will im-
prove with these games.

“We are still trying out new
things, as far as what has been
working well during games,
SO We can stay competitive.
By the holiday tournament
and during the second round
of conference we’ll definitely
be more competitive,” said
senior captain Kayla Radloff.

“The tournament can pos-
sibly enable us to obtain
more confiderice,” said junior
Chrissie Rovtar. ,

After break, Rovtar hopes
the team can show the DVC
how they can truly play.

“Hopefully we will play
more as a team, and be more
competitive. ~ We need to
keep improving every game
by having a strong defense,
cut down on turnovers, and
keep up with our rebounds,”
said Rovtar.

‘With Wheaton Warrenville
South coming up on their
conference schedule, Rovtar
admitted it will be a tough
game because of the team’s
athleticism and aggressive-

‘ness on the court. d

“We have Wheaton North
coming up, too, which should
be an exciting game,” said
Rovtar. “Last year we beat
them to win regionals.”

Radloff helps lead the team
during this rough time of the
season.

“We’ve come a long way
from our first week and we
are more competitive in our
games now,” said Radloff.
“I think we’ll start giving
teams a harder time coming
up with conference games.”

Rovtar said that sophomore
Izzy Bruce has improved the
most. 7

“She is our smartest player,
she really knows how to read
the court,” said Rovtar.

Throughout the season the
games have had close scores.

The girls suffered a tough
defeat to Bartlett Dec. 1, with
many turnovers resulting in a
53-33 loss.

Prior to Bartlett, they man-
aged another close loss to
Glenbard East Nov. 29, with
a final score of 44-37.

“(Bartlett) was the closest
game we played. Glenbard
East was another close game.
We cut it down by three and
we had a lot of chances to
conie back,” said Wallner.

An early loss for the team
was against Lyons Township.
They lost by 4 points with a
score of 46-42.

Insenior captain Megan Pe-
terson’s opinion, the Thanks-
giving tournament was when
the team played the best.

“We came close to winning
in a lot of the games during
the competition. I think we
did a good job, and we are
still improving,” said Peter-

son.

Strong ethic makes better
results in competition

By Jake Bradley

Despite losing their first
two events, the Wildcats did
not give up, placing 4th of
eight teams at the Eagle In-
vite at Leyden Saturday.

In the 100-meter back-
stroke, the Wildcats placed
2nd and 3rd, with freshman
Anthony Nolazco finishing
with a time of 1:01. Senior
Greg Pelke had a time of 1:02
in the same event.

Senior Matt Ziffra clocked
1:03 in the 100-meter fly and
freshman Jeff Pierpoint came
in with a time of 1:05 in the
event.

“It was a great meet all
around by the swimmers,”
said new head coach Nick
Parry.

The team struggled in
their first two meets losing to
Dekalb and placing 9th out
of 12 teams. at the Wildcat
Invite, but Parry is not dis-
couraged. '

“We are trying to get as
much out of our swimmers
as we can,” said Parry. ‘

Parry said he is seeing what

-

Photo by Greg Vodicka

Senior captain Matt Ziffra, along with the rest of the swim-
ming team, practice both before and after school.

he is expecting out of his
swimmers in the past three
meets.

“We were very competitive
swimming against former

~ state champions at the Wild-

cat Invite,” said Parry.

As for the junior varsity
swimmers, the Wildcats have
many beginners that need
work.

“We have a lot of new
swimmers this year, which is
great,” said Parry.

The Wildcats have 29
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Seniors Greg Pelke and Matt Ziffra take a rest from swim-
ming laps as they listen to directions from coach Nick Parry.

swimmers this year, 14 more
than the previous year.

Parry thinks they have a
good core of varsity swim-
mers, including senior team
captains Ziffra, Pelke, and
Brian Hummer.

From the beginning, the
captains have shown a strong
work éthic, said Parry.

“Even though the coach
picked the captains, a lot of
the- swimmers would agree
that they were great picks,”
said junior David Peace.

Ziffra gladly took the role
and takes charge when Parry

. 1s not around.

“It is nice to be able to lead
the team in a positive direc-
tion,” said Ziffra.

Ziffra showed his work
ethic performing well at the
Eagle Invite, coming in 2nd
in the 100-meter fly and 5th
in the 50-meter free.

“I did better this event than
the last considering I missed a
week due to medical purpos-
es,” said Ziffra. “And coach
seemed satisfied.”

~As captain, he hopes to
lead a large group to section-
als and the seniors to state.
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