












































Sports

16

November 29, 2007

Wildcat Chronicle

Wrestling looks to pin
the rest of the season

By Jacob Wucka

The bar has been set high
and the wrestling team has
taken notice.

After 2007 graduate Tim
Kirincic won the state cham-
pionship last year, the wres-
tling team spent summer
working hard to prepare
themselves for tough compe-
tition, and possibly another
state title.

Wrestling coach James
Phillips expects his players to
exert all the effort they can,
thus boosting the team’s posi-
tion among other schools.

“I want us to win more in-
dividual matches and place
higher in turn, and qualify
more kids to state; to have a
better team GPA,” said Phil-
lips.

The wrestlers also have

strong expectations for the
season, such as junior John-
ny Padilla who has set his
standards high.

“I want to get past region-
als, beat Glenbard North,
and get down to state,” said
Padilla.

As of now, the team be-
lieves they are looking good
enough to fulfill Padilla’s
dream win against Glenbard
North.

Senior Austin Hall believes
that if the team keeps up the
good work and maintains a
positive mentality, the team
will succeed.

“So far we have a good
team; we just need to contin-
ue to be dedicated. We can’t
have a negative mindset and

feel like we can’t do it,” said

Hall.

Phillips agrees with Hall,
and knows the negative at-
titude wrestlers may get. He
acknowledged that mindset
as one of the biggest prob-
lems the team may have.

“Wrestling is a mental
sport, and the wrestlers have
to withstand the mental as-
pect. The biggest problem the
kids could have may be them-
selves,” said Phillips.

Yet sophomore John White
thinks that the team’s small
size and the hard work keep
him motivated, so that he will
have a positive outlook.

“We are working really, re-
ally hard. Wrestling is a hard
sport, and we don’t have that
many members so we need to
work that much harder,” said
White.

The hard work is paying
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Senior Austin Hall practices with sophomore Jose Pasindo by showing him proper form
and technique to help him win his next match.
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Junior Calvin Hold and sophomore Nick Carnot practice for

their first meet Thursday.

off.

Phillips admits that the
team has a smaller amount of
wrestlers compared to other
schools, but that the team’s
experience is growing each
year.

One wrestler hoping to
boost her experience, and
prove that she can be as strong
as the guys is sophomore Jes-
sica Kassanits.

“It's hard to say how I'll do
because starting off sopho-
more year ['ve had less prac-
tice, but I should do okay if I
practice just as hard as every-
one else,” said Kassanits.

Kassanits doesn’t feel any
animosity from the male
wrestlers for being the only
female; in fact she has re-
ceived a lot of support from
the wrestlers and coaches
alike.

“I"'m sure some peopledon’t
like the idea of me wrestling
because they think girls aren’t
strong, but no one has made
fun of me or put me down.
Everyone’s been really sup-
portive,” said Kassanits.

Since the team is small and
the sport takes a strong men-
tality, the wrestlers know that
when in doubt, it feels good
to have the team as a support
system.,

“I’'m going to try my hard-

est to get people to stick to
this sport, and I'm going to
help those who struggle. We
all have to stick together,”
said Hall.

With the start of the season
underway, the wrestling team

‘Wrestling 15 a
mental sport, and
the wrestlers have to
withstand the men-

tal aspect.’

-- James Phillips

is excited to see what their
competition has to offer; es-
pecially Hall, who is eager to
take one of West Chicago’s
biggest disadvantages, and
use it as an advantage

“I guess one of the disad-
vantages is everyone's nega-
tive views about Wego. But
the advantage is that we have
something to prove,” said
Hall.

In an opportunity to prove
themselves, the team has their
first match against Wheaton
North, at home on Thursday
at6p.m.

Breaking news: People
in London speak English!

Greg Vodicka

WHo knew? Obviously not
Miami Dolphin'’s lineback-

er Channing Crowder.
During week eight of the
National Football League’s
schedule the Miami Dolphins
and the New York Giants

. flew to London, England to

play a regular season game.
During an interview with
thePalm Beach Post, Crowder

- openly admitted that he did
not know where London was

or whether or not they spoke

- English there,
. “1 couldn't find London on
“a map if they didn’t have the

names of the countries,” said
Crowder. “Idon't know what
nothing is, 1know Italy looks
like a boot. 1 learned that.”

Crowder added that he did
know (Washington Redskins
linebacker) London Fletcher.

“We did a football camp
together. So I know him..,
That's the closest thing I
know to London. He's black,
so I'm sure he’s not from
London. I'm sure that's a co-
incidental name.”

Does he suffer from a lo-
botomy or is he just plain
dumb? :

Looks like his University
of Florida education paid off
in geography.

Whether you are disgusted
by this or not, the truth is in
the sports wotld we do not

Making a bad name for athletes

value intelligence.

Athletes are some of the
most gifted people in the
world. There are many who
are not only talented but have
brains too.

It 1s guys like Crowder who
ruin the title “athlete” for ev-
eryone.

How many times have you
thought of a jock as a narrow
minded meat head?

In the sports world, intel-
ligence is not valued nearly
as much as who can runthe
fastest and jump the highest.

However, being able to
read another team’s defense
or visualize a play before it

happens proves that ath-
letes are among some of
the most intelligent people
in society.

Athletes should take it
upon themselves to want to
be smarter than your aver-
age toothpick.

With the motivation and
effort it takes to be a suc-
cessful  athlete, we could
channel some of this sweat
and blood: into the class-
room.

That way, when we have
to pick out a country on a
map, we will not only re-
member that Italy is shaped
like a boot.
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