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Competitive schedule leads to 
disappointing. overall record 

Photo By Alex Lima 
Sophomore Ashley Dunn (10) works together with the rest of 
the junior jarsity team in a game against Glenbard North. 

By Alex Lima 
As the season comes to a 

close, the girls volleyball team 
reflects on what has been a 
difficult schedule. 

"The girls struggled and 
faced tough teams," said vol­
leyball coach Kris Hasty. 

The team's record is 0-27 
with recent losses to Glen­
bald East, Glenbard North, 
West Aurora, and Downers 
Grove. 

"The girls improved on 
passing and they are more 
aggressive on defense. They 
are also much better than at 
the start of the season," said 
Hasty. 

Hasty noticed that the team 
has had some good plays. 

"The girls' morale is not 

damaged at all," said captain 
Randi Ritchie. "We have 
been playing together for 
years and we are still close no 
matter what the outcome is." 

Ritchie also stated that the 
team did not have as much 
height as other schools, and 
when someone on the team 
struggled, they all struggled. 

"We all work hard, es­
pecially because we are in 
a tough conference," said 
Ritchie. 

However, the junior varsity 
girls team was ecstatic over 
recent wins. 

"The season rocked so 
far, and we played great but 
we had a hard time coming 
out with a win," said junior 
Shawna Serrato. "We've al-

ways kept positive and kept 
fighting. N never gave up 
and I am proud of us for 
that." 

Serrato added that all levels 
did well. The junior's record 
was 2-14 and the sophomore's 
record was 1-14 

"The sophomores are pret­
ty good, and if they stick to­
gether they could go really far 
in the next couple years," said 
Serrato. 

All the girls kept fighting 
and played hard until the sea­
son came to an end. Accord­
ing to many of the players, 
staying positive is what really 
helped them. 

"It's nice to have other 
people stay positive on the 
court because if you're think­
ing about your mistakes, you 
tend to make more. So hav­
ing other people help moti­
vate you really helps," said 
sophomore Ashley Dunn. 

Freshman Yasmyn McGee 
said that the toughest teams 
they played were Naperville 
Central, Wheaton South, and 
Glenbard East. 

"The game against Naper­
ville Central was the toughest 
game because there was this 
short girl who would jump 
really high and spike the ball, 
but the girls always were able 
to hit the ball and put it in 
the air. But we pretty much 
worked as a team, and all the 
serves and hits were there," 
said McGee. 

Hasty hopes that next sea­
son will be a promising year, 
with the strong freshmen 
group, and the incoming 8th 
graders. 

Rough end to. a strong season 
By Oscar Grajeda 

From a great start at sum­
mer league to a disappoint­
ing loss at regionals; the boys 
soccer team could not pull it 
together. 

With their overall record 
of 10-9-2 the team was any­
thing but happy with the end 
results. 

Their 12-1-2 record during 
summer league gave them 
high hopes for the start of the 
season. 

Senior Mitch Boyd, who 
was recently named Athlete 
of the Week for the West Chi­
cago and Glen Ellyn Press, 
was disappointed in their 
overall record. 

"The talent and experience 
we had on the team did not 
reflect our record. We could 
have done better than 10 
wins," said Boyd. 

He also claimed that their 
biggest problem was finishing 

games and executing goal op­
portunities when they were 
present. 

"For some reason we had 
a tough time scoring against 
Wheaton North, who was 
a very heatable team," said 
Boyd. 

The team lost against 
Wheaton North with a score 
of 2-1 in overtime. 

Senior and captain Tim 
Schuda claimed that one of 
their best games was against 
Glenbard North during con­
ference play. 

High hopes of beating 
Glenbard North slowly fad­
ed when the team was faced 
with what they considered a 
terrible loss of 2-0. 

"We just needed to com­
municate more; that seemed 
to be our biggest issue this 
year," said senior Joseph Ca­
ballero. 

Caballero claimed that they 

should have practiced harder 
and focused more. 

While some captains blame 
themselves for losses, Schuda 
does the opposite. 

"I mean, I was disappointed 
we lost, but as a captain I can 
only do so much to keep the 
team going. I did what I was 
asked to do," said Schuda. 

Although none of their 
team goals were met this 
year, the team claimed that 
they were proud of beating 
East Aurora 4-3. 

"That was a great win for 
us because East Aurora is a 
stacked team," said Boyd. 

With seniors moving on 
with hopes of playing college, 
junior Oscar Tapia is already 
taking steps to get ready for 
next season. 

"I'm just going to keep 
playing so we can try and 
stay competitive next sea­
son," said Tapia. 
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Intense training 
leads to success 
Girls swimming team continues to 
train hard in hopes of dominating . 
sectionals pnd qua/ifyingfor state 
By Mike Dalton 

With practice sessions more 
intense than ever, girls swim 
team is working through the 
pain as they near the end of 
their season. 

"We're at the toughest part 
in our season training-wise," 
said coach Nick Parry. "We 
want to work them as hard as 
we can right now. 11 

Destroying the competition 
throughout the DVC with 
a recent win in the Bartlett 
invite, the team is preparing 
themselves physically and 
mentally for the DVC meet 
on Saturday. 

Many of the girls will move 
on to the sectional meet after 

are more prepared than oth­
ers. 

Freshman Kelly Dunn is 
making history, being one of 
the youngest state-potentials, 
as she strives to earn three 
state cuts at the secti9nal 
meet Saturday, Nov. 10. ' 

"I'm really nervous for 
sectionals,11 said Dunn. "It's 
scary that I only have one 
chance to get my state cuts. 11 

Dunn will be attempting 
to swim three events in the 
state meet, the 100-yard back­
stroke, 100 freestyle, and 50 
freestyle. 

To reach her goal, Dunn 
must drop .4 seconds in the 
100 backstroke, and .5 sec-

Photo by Mike Dalton 
Freshman Kelly Dunn works hard in the pool to be one of 
the youngest state-potential swimmers. 

DVC based on the two fastest 
girls in each event. 

Girls must beat the state 
qualifying time in their cho­
sen event at the sectional 
meet in order to advance to 
the state meet. 

"They'll have to swim fast, 
but treat it like any ordinary 
meet," said Parry. 

The new coach is preparing 
the girls to advance past the 
DVC meet, with hard work­
outs and a good attitude. 

"He [Parry] pays more at­
tention to us, so we get a 
harder work out," said senior 
Jamie Lesniak. 

As the end of the season 
approaches, some of the girls 

onds in the 50 freestyle. She 
already has reached the state 
cut for the 100 freestyle, but 
will need to hold the time for 
the sectional meet. 

"It is so nerve wrecking 
because I'm scared I'm go­
ing to screw up," said Dunn. 
"Trying to drop time is the 
worst." 

Although nerves threaten 
to take over, Dunn is confi­
dent that with the team's sup­
port she will be able to reach 
her goal. 

All the girls on the team are 
behind Dunn 100 percent, 
cheering for her during every 
race and keeping a positive 
attitude. .,. 
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Team fails to tackle competition 
By Jacob Wucka · 

After his flrst season as 
head coach, John Walters 
and the varsity football team 
know what is needed to be 
successful next season. 

"There's deflnitely more to 
coaching than just coaching. 
It's a lot more than just x's 
and o's," said Walters. 

Even though their record 
did not imitate Walters' hard 
work and dedication, the 
team believes the changes he 
made to the program will be 
beneflcial in the future. 

"The record doesn't reflect 
on what he did for this team, 
but he is doing things for the 
program that really are going 
to be good later on. Let's just 
say he is going to turn this 
program around," said senior 
and quarterback Chris Wille. 

Although Walters is help­
ing boost the program, he 
still needs the team to work 
on different areas. 

"The guys need to give the 
type of effort that they had in 
the games we won. We need 
to fasten down and be more 
consistent," said Walters. 

Walters was referring to 
the varsity's 2-7 season and 
the team's four game losing 
streak since winning in over­
time against Glenbard East. 

"One week, our defense 
was good and our offense 
was not. Then the next week 
our offense was good and the 
defense was not. We were 
both never on the same page 
during a game," said Wille. 

Wille believes along with 
consistancy, the team has a 
lot to improve on. 

"The team will improve be­
cause of what the coaching 
staff is doing with the work­
out program and offense and 
defense," said Wille. 

Wille also believes the new 
off-season program is going 
to boost the team, and be a 
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Even with a losing record and the end of the season in sight, the football team continues trying their best to improve as 
individuals and as a team. 

big contribution to success. 
"During the off-season, we 

all had to be doing the same 
things; we all had to be work­
ing out and running togeth-

season program has worked 
and will continue to help the 
team. 

"We plan on more weight 
lifting and speed training, so 

'The record doesn't reflect on what 
he did for this team, but he is doing 
things for the program that really are 

going to be good later on.' 
-Senior Chris Wille 

er, 11 said Wille. 
Junior and offensive ·line­

man Marco Favela agreed 
with Walters and Wille, stat­
ing that the team has been 
playing well and the new off-

expect great things next sea­
son, 11 said Favela. 

Unfortunately, the sopho­
more team was consistent 
with an overall record of 0-
9. Still, the team is looking 

forward to moving up to the 
varsity level. 

Sophomore and quarter­
back Deven Lopez is looking 
forward to working with the 
varsity papers and staff, and 
improving his skills. 

"I think some people just 
wanted to wear the jersey and 
don't want to work for it. If 
you want to be on the team, 
you have to work hard for it," 

said Lopez. 
"We were 2-7, so we haven't 

had that much game time 
success, but we have built a 
good off-season program," 

said Walters. 
In the off-season, the play­

ers are expected to weight 
and speed train, along with 

getting into a winning men­
tality to improve drastically 
for 2008-09 season. The team--also plans to __get involved with 

the community. 
Favela's ·advice for the in­

coming varsity players is; 
"Work hard and play your 
best; anyone has a shot to 
play on Friday night," said 
Favela. 

As his last season of high 
school football comes to an 
end, Wille wants the team to 
be successful, and has advice 
of his own. 

"Listen to coach Walters 
because he knows what he's 
talking about, and most im­
portantly, have fun," said 
Wille. 

A reborn tradition or an unjust punishment? 
A lost tradition has been 

brought back and will con-
West Chicago 1974 state 

champions head coach Pa~ 
Unroe began a tradition that 
losing the Friday night foot­
ball game would keep the jer­
seys in the closet the follow­
ing Friday. 

The tradition gave a reason 
for the players to get fired 
up and let people know they 
were a part of the communi­
ty's pride. 

Taking something away 
after losing may burt an indi­
vidual's pri(le and cause them 
not to want to bounce back 
from the failllte . 

I asked Walters if this line 
of thinking would hurt some-

one's pride. He said "not an your name. I feel significant 
athlete." when someone can identify 

An athlete should want to my number and the good 
be challenged. They should game I had. 
want to bounce back and be Wearing a jersey on Friday 
better than they were. puts a good feeling in a play-

An athlete of greater dedi- er's head. Knowing others 
cation will try harder when a notice you are on a team and 
penalty is enforced. An ath- playing for them makes me 
lete with less dedication or think it is not all for me. 
none at all will quit. I am not only playing for 

The dedication separates my peers but my coach, my 
the winner from· the losers school, even my community. 
and I for one would like to I feel I represent somethirig 
win. more; I am something that is 

The jersey. to some is a · part of a bigger picture. 
shirt but to others it is their I like to wear my jersey and 
uniform, the jersey holds a if dedication is what it takes 
number and the number is to wear it then so be it. All 

athletes shouia push to win 
and have the ambition to 
wear our jerseys. 

Pride can come from the 
number the jersey holds or 
the name that we represent. 
It all consists of the jersey 
worn by every player on the 
field fighting as one. 

The tradition will not fade 
under the command of Wal­
ters nor will the desire to 
wear the jerseys. 

The boys of '74 had a per­
fect season allowing them 
to wear their jerseys every 
Friday. We should put out 
the effort needed and the 
benefits will follow. 
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