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Powerful line- -up

Star runners race to the finish line with one goal:
Continue to leave the competition in their tracks

By Dave Thomas

The boys track team put
on a strong performance in
the March 6 meet against St.
Francis, Larkin, and Whea-
ton Academy.

The team placed second,
losing only to St. Francis.
However, at the sophomore
level, West Chicago placed
first. According to coach Paul
McLeland, a few sophomores
who usually competed at the
varsity level were switched to
freshman/ sophomore for this
meet.

One of the star runners at
the meet was senior Mike De-
imling. Deimling placed first
in both the 55-meter dash and
the long jump. He was also
the first runner in one of the
lap relays. McLeland said he
was nominating Deimling for
the Board of Education’s ath-
lete-of-the-week.

In addition, senior and
field captain Jim Foreman
placed first in pole vaulting
and even tied the field house
record. However, Foreman
was unable to finish because
he injured his ankle on the
pole vault box.

“Hopefully it’s nothing and
he’ll be feeling better,” McLe-
land said.

Another strong runner at
the meet was senior Lee Ben-
nett. According to McLe-

land, Bennett ran a
gutsy race,” Bennett was be-
hind during most of the 400-
meter run, but he ended up
passing the lead runner and
“held him off until the race
was finished.”

In addition, junior and co-
sprint captain David Musick
placed second in the triple
jump and third in the meter
dash. In both instances, Mu-
sick beat his personal best.

As the indoor season draws
to a close, the team has expe-
rienced both ups and downs.
At their previous meet at
Glenbard North on March 3,
the team placed fifth out of
nine teams.

But at that meet, both Fore-
man and Musick placed first
in pole vaulting and the long
jump, respectively.

“It’s the second meet I
jumped over 20 feet,” said
Musick, who jumped 20-3
feet at the meet and is listed
in the state’s top 20. “I'm
glad to be back where I fin-
ished last year.”

‘Foreman has also been per-
forming exceptionally well in
pole vaulting this year. His
height of 14-9 feet broke the
field house and meet record.
Foreman achieved the same
honors at the previous meet
at the Fenton: Varsity Invite
on Feb. 24.

“real .

Last year, Foreman was
ranked fourth in state for pole
vaulting. This year, however,
Foreman said he was in sec-
ond place, if not third.

“Jim is modest,” said
McLeland. “But he’s worked
hard, He’s done a lot of off-
season training and camps

 for pole vaulting.”

However, McLeland ad-
mitted that the team wasn't
performing as well as he ex-
pected. However, it was not
because of the team’s lack of
effort, but due to a recent rash
of injuries and sickness.

For example, senior and
co-sprint captain Ken Klein,
a returning state qualifier, has
been hampered with a hip
problem. Despite the injury,
however, McLeland contin-
ues to name Klein as one of
the star players on the team.

In addition, both senior
and distance captain Kevin
Pavhica and Musick noted
that the team struggles more
with fewer runners.

“We -need more people

in general, especially fresh-

man,” said Musick. McLe-
land also reiterated ‘the call
for more runners, noting that
track was good for football
players in the off-season and
that “there are no cuts.”
However, a lack of run-
ners has not stopped,the team
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Co-sprint captain and junior David Musick’s long hours of
training helped him to place in the states top 20 jumpers.

from shining.

McLeland praised Pavnica
for his leadership skills, say-
ing that “he’s influencing a
lot of sophomores and fresh-
man members into becoming
better runners.”

McLeland also praised
sophomores Kyle Nichol and
Zach Mowen, who have been

running at the varsity level at
some of the meets. On Feb.
20 against West Aurora and
Elgin High School, Nichol
broke the sophomore field
house record.

As for Mowen, McLeland
said that he’s been “helping
with relays” and “worked
hard in the off-season.”

arrested for driving under
the influence and a blood
| test reveals he has recently
smoked marijuana.. Why

Greg Vodlcka

Whether they like it or
not, athletes are, and always
will be, in the spotlight. - So-
ciety knows where they go,
what they do, and when
they do it.

Another star athlete is

does this not shock anyone? :

People have always looked
up to athletes. ‘Fhey are role
models fo kids and career
idols for teens.

It's not a secret that every-
thing an athlete says or does
is reflected on his or her sport
importar

whole.

and more
other athletés as a

If they are good- athletes,
they get mote attention.

This is where the “one bad
apple? theory : comes mto
play.

As a whole, athletes may
be very good people who fry
to avoid ‘drugs’ and -alcohol

because they interfere with:

their playing ability.
For example, Drew Brees

-of the New: Orleans Saints

contributes to his game on
andoff the field.

In addition to passing 4,418
yards and topping the NFC
with 26 touchdown passes
last season, Brees is dedicat-

ed to improving youth and
high ‘school programs with

donations.

Ul

Not  only ‘does’ he con-
tribute to community
through generous donati
but within days of his a
in New Orleans, he partnered
Deuce. McAllister .on
a fundraiser to rebuild th
NEL Youth Education 1()\\'31
and Pan American Football
Field. i
This is an example of a
true -athlete. With the tal-
ent and the ability Brees has
he could easily continue just
playing and making millions
of dollars.

Instead, he uses his status
and his fame and fortune to
help the community.

On the other: hand, Tank
Johnson was arrested on mis-
demeanor weapons charges.
After pleading guilty a night-
club valet reported seeing

the
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Athletes’ expectations are higher
than most despite few bad

Johnson with a handgun in
his sport utility vehicle.
To top it all off Johnson's

bodygudrd, Willie B. Posey,
was arrested on felony drug
'ge Later i:'f,\.\fc,‘ was

shot and killed during an ear-
ly morning fight while he and
j ohnson were at a nightclub.
lllegal weapons and drugs
are just a few examples of the
many crimes we see in pro-
fessional sports today. Soci-
ety acquires a bad view on all
athletes by choices that pros
like Johnson make, .
Even in  high  schools,
teachers have different ex-
pectations for athletes. Some
teachers view athletes as a
special kind of student. Not
everyone can do what they
do each and every day: Long
hours of exhausting practice
during the season -followed
by a work loaded off season.
On top-of that, they come

seeds

home: to the mountain of
homework and demands of
a part-time job.

Teachers may not expect

these student athletes

to.be
¥ < + " el it
the smartest in the class but |
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F}lt,‘y should expect certain !

characteristics from them:.
* They should expect them |
to be respectful, responsible, :
and commifted, -all charac-
teristics taught through or-
ganized sports l
It’s sad to say that not all
student athletes. share these
characteristics. :
There are some who give
all athletes a bad name be-
cause of their poor choices
and their mapproprxate ac-
tions.
- True athletes should want
to make a good impression
on everyone they meet, not
only for their own benefit,
but for the pride of being an
athlete.
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