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Wildcats on top of their game

By Ellyn Fortino

Playing basketball on her
brother's team in second
grade has paid off for senior
Kelsey Monroe, who is now
playing for the Illinois Lady
Lightning, an Amateur Ath-
letic Union (AAU) team.

Monroe says that most of
her time both in and out of
school is dedicated to bas-
ketball.

“Between  high
school and AAU, I
spend 11 months
of the year play-
ing basketball,”
Monroe said.
‘“My  only
break is in
August,
where 1
don’t even
touch a bas-
ketball.”

Monroe
has been
playing at the
varsity level for
four years at the
school. Her big-
gestachievement
has been being
the first play-
er in school

history to

score 1,000 7
points. PN
“I am not x A
very  ath- /f‘

letic, so I had

to work much

harder to accomplish it,” she
said. “I am most proud of the
things I have accomplished
off the court, like maintain-
ing my 4.0.”

Monroe’s favorite memory
in basketball is a close call
between winning the Benet/
Naperville North Christmas
tournament after the team
upset Benet freshman year or
beating Naperville
Central sopho-

more year to

end their 51

game con-

ference  win
streak.

Monroe has
had  many
good times in
basketball, she
has faced few
struggles. In

her soph-
omore year she
tore her Achil-
les tendon.

“It was really

§ ,
\%‘l P
’;I? * hard for me

be- cause it was
t<hee first time that I
had to sit out for a long pe-
riod of time. I have always
struggled with my confidence
level,” Monroe said. “That
has been the hardest thing
for me to deal with because
it is something that does not

By Greg Vodicka

Since the age of 6, lefty Eric
Wyman has spent his sunny
afternoons, rainy springs,
and frosty off seasons on the
baseball diamond.

Pitching for the Wildcats
for his third season this year,
Wyman is a big contribution
to the program.

Prior to playing for the high
school, Wyman started his
passion in the West Chicago
Park District league, playing
at the pinto level.

“I was not always a pitch-
er,” said Wyman. “During
my first season I was too
scared to talk to my coach
about pitching. I ended up
mentioning it to my dad who
told my coach I was inter-
ested.”

Wyman also stated that he
did not get serious about the
sport until almost 7th grade.

He played for the Winfield
Wolves when he was in 7th
and 8th grade.

“My 8th grade season was
my favorite because the team

was undefeated and until the
very last game of the play-
offs,” recalled Wyman.

He had to pitch the last in-
ning where he held the other
team for two innings, but the
wolves ended up losing the
game.

High school ball was a lot
different from little league for
Wyman. He liked park dis-
trict because it was fun to just
play the game with his friends
and have a good time.

High school baseball meant
a lot more to him because the
sport got more serious and

competitive.

“It actually mattered to-
wards my future,” said
Wyman.

The pressure of being on
the mound in a game is his
favorite part of baseball.

“It makes you strive for
something instead of just the
mechanics of pitching,” he
said. :

During Wyman’s fresh-
man year he suffered a
hamstring pull less then

Although

Kelsey Monro
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Eric Wyman

get better on its own over
time.”

Monroe looks up to her
brother most when it comes
to basketball.

“He was always a foot
shorter than all the people
he had to guard, but he
was able to hold his own
because he played with so
much heart.”

She has also given the title
of most influential coach to
her father.

“My dad has coached me
since second grade. He was
always hard on me because
he wanted me to do the best
I could, but is also my big-
gest supporter,” she said.

“Coach Walner has
also helped me so
much throughout high
school,” said Monroe.
“She believed in me
before I even believed

in myself.”
Basketball has influ-
enced Monroe’s life in many
positive ways.

“I know that whatever I
do will have an effect on my
performance,”
she  added.
“I have also
made some re-
ally great friends
and memories with my
teammates that I know will
last a lifetime.”

Next year, Monroe wish-
es to continue playing bas-
ketball in college at either
Maryville University in St.
Louis, St. Ambrose Univer-
sity in Iowa, or Elmhurst
College.

halfway through the season.
He did not play for the rest
of his freshman year and
went through a lot of physi-
cal therapy to get back into
the game.

Overcoming the injury was
difficult because he was not
used to being on the bench
like that.

Recognizing coach John
Walters as his favorite coach
he’s ever had, Wyman said
that when he is under pres-
sure and it’s getting to his
head, Walters finds a way to
make him laugh and real-
ize what he needs to do.

When asked what his
expectations are for
Wyman's future, Walters
said, “To be what he is;
a stopper, to dominate
a high school game, to
be able to make a stop
in any situation and
to me a leader. If
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By Leah Kuzmicz

After four years of hard
work, Tim Kirincic has a
reason to be happy with his
wrestling career: He is the
first wrestler in 11 years to
make it to state.

Kirincic started wrestling
his freshman year after his
father motivated him to
join.

Sophomore yeat,
Kirincic was on var-
sity  wrestling at
145 pounds. As he
worked harder at his
goals, he moved up
to 152 pounds his ju-
nior and senior years.

Kirincic has enjoyed
his senior year on the

Tim Kirincic

pushups, sit ups, planks, and
rope climbing,

“No other sport can com-
pare to the condition
that wrestling

gets  you
‘ i

said

Kirincic. 4
® © 6 0 © 0 0o 0 o Kirin-
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cic has an

estimated record
of 93 wins and 27 losses
in his high school ca-
Teer.
His accomplishments
include Fresh-Soph state two
times, placing 5th sophomore
year. He also went to section-
als as a junior and placed
4th, and went on to win the
regional champ title in his
weight class his senior year.

After high school Kirincic
plans on attending Southern
University or Eastern Univer-
sity, where he would pursue
his wrestling career at the col-
legiate level.

Kirincic plans on majoring
in business but would like to
be a fireman.

wrestling team and be-
lieves that this year will
bring the most success.

“This year is my favorite
because I am more comfort-
able with my coaches and
can joke around with them.
I am also all around better
this year than I was any other
year,” said Kirincic.

Kirincic believes that he
is in better shape, and con-
siders all of the hard work
he does during practice.
Kirincic said that an aver-
age practice consists of drills
in which they practice their
wrestling moves.

Then they move onto
wrestling each other after
the condition with sprints,

lete he is today is a result of
his hard work.

he continues to work hard,
there’s no telling how far he

will go.” “He could have a great day,
Walters but he isn’t satisfied. He al-

also added ways wants more. He finds

that the fault and strives for perfec-

reason tion,” Walters said.

Wyman On the first summer play-

is the ath- off game against St. Charles

East, Wyman was spotted by
a coach from the University
of Illinois in Chicago.
The coach showed
interest because he
had seen Wyman
pitch the previous
Sunday and was im-
pressed that Wyman
pitched so well after
only a three day pe-
riod.

The two talked
after school and of-
fered Wyman a part

| scholarship to play
baseball for UIC.

Wyman will major

in engineering with
the goal of getting
drafted after three
years of college ball.
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Wrestlers pin big wins

By Aaron Pennington

Despite some tumbles this
season, the wrestling team
was able to qualify one mem-
ber to state for the first time

match against Mooseheart,
the team lost the second
match against Marmion
Academy.

“We felt that the match

niors on the team, because
we don’t have a lot and we’re
trying to get more people to
come out as well,” said Phil-
lips.
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Seniors Tim Kirincic and Jesus Ibarra have high hopes for the team’s success at state, as
Kirincike is the first wrestler in 11 years to quialify.

in 11 years.

Senior Tim Kirincic placed
third in the sectional tourna-
ment Feb.10. He will go on
to the state tournament Fri-
day and Saturday.

Senior Brandon Klekamp
placed fourth and will go to
state as an alternate.

A meet that was held on
Jan. 25 was a bittersweet mo-
ment for the team, however.

After winning the first

wasn’t in the team’s advan-
tage. Some calls that were
made we felt weren’t in our
favor,” said coach Jamie Phil-
lips.

Phillips said that his hopes
for the rest of the season are
to recruit more members.
Currently, the varsity team
has only three seniors.

“We're trying to get more
individuals in the team. We’re
also hoping to get more se-

Phillips also says he's look-
ing for wrestlers who know
the sport well.

“We need people with ex-
perience, people who've done
wrestling for a while,” said
Phillips.

Phillips says there are cer-
tain qualities and require-
ments in order to be a good
wrestler.

“They need to have dedi-
cation and be willing to sac-

rifice. They also need to be
a hard worker and can be
coachable,” said Phillips.

Some of the top wrestlers
this year, according to Phil-
lips, are Klekamp, senior
Garrett Welch and junior
Austin Hall.

Klekamp has a record of
19-10 and Welch has a record
of 20-10.

“They worked really hard,
and are very confident,” said
Phillips. “The freshmen have
been doing well too, especial-
ly during the end of the year.
We'’ve been pulling a lot of
wins.”

One of the freshman wres-
tlers is Alan Herrea, who
joined wrestling after the
football season was over.

“When the season ended,
the football coach suggested
that I should join. So I did,”
said Herrea.

Herrea enjoys Phillips’
presence and thinks he’s a
good coach.

“He’s awesome. He’s funny
and gives you advice when
you need it,” said Herrea.

Herrea says he learned a lot
over the past year.

“I learned to be responsible
and not to be selfish. I suf-
fered the consequences from
not doing those things,” said
Herrea.

Phillips motivates his ath-
letes by doing an assortment
of activities, like wrestler of
the week t-shirts.

“We try to build confidence
in them and make sure they
have a good time. We have
conversations with them to
strengthen their morale,” said
Phillips.

Wildcats defeat
Huskaes in

intense overtime
Finish season

with 7-7 record

By Cristina Sarnelli

Despite the boys basketball
team’s record of 4-18 overall
and 1-10 in conference, the
team continues to strive for
their goals and be positive on
the court.

“One of our biggest goals
is to always give ourselves the
opportunity in each game to
win a game,” coach Kevin
Gimre said.

Their last game against
Wheaton North on Feb. 9
ended in a loss, 67-57.

However, the team played
well at the game against Na-
perville North on Feb. 2. The
game went into over time,
and the boys pulled through
with a win 56-53.

The boys also have some
fond memories from the sea-
son. :

The main focus of the team
is to keep playing hard and to
win some more games.

Photo by Cristina Sarnelli
Senior Mike Sotgatz has
fond memories of the
season.

that since they have heard
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