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Girls score a slam dunk season 

Photo by Kait Taylor 
Senior Kristin Grimm helped carry the varsity basketball 
team to ·a 19-6 record and a second place fimsh in the DVC. 

By Dave Thomas 
The past two months have 

been a whirlwind "for the girls 
varsity basketball team. -

The team won their final 
conference game against Na­
perville Central by 10 points 
on Feb. 8, and their final 
home game against West Au­
rora 42-70 on Feb_ 3. 

However, the team lost to 
Maine West on Feb. 6, put­
ting their overall record at 
20-6. 

The team's first game in 
the regional competition was 
Tuesday, however, due to 
time constraints, the results 
could not be reported. 

"We've gotten better with 
our skills, and our maturity is 
better," said Wallner. 

However, the team lost a 
critical game to Wheaton 
Warrenville South on Jan. 
27. Both teams had the same 
record, and West Chicago's 
loss put the team in second 
place in the DuPage Valley 
Conference (DVC). 

Wallner also noted that 
"we had a lot of experience 
coming back this year" and 
that the team has had a con­
sistent level of confidence 
while playing. Senior and co­
team captain Kelsey Monroe 

agreed with Wallner's assess­
ment, noting 11last year, we 
would always lose a close 
game." 

The confidence seems to 
have been spawned from an 
earlier game against Whea­
ton Warrenville South on 
Dec. 21. The two teams had 
faced off earlier on Dec. 9, 
with West Chicago losing 
considerably. 

The I?ec. 21 game seemed 
to be ending in a 34-36 victo­
ry for Wheaton Warrenville 
South, until junior Kayla Ra­
dloff scored three points with 
one second left on the clock, 
making the win 37-36. 

"That shot uplifted the 
team to where we are," said 
Wallner, "It uplifted our 
confidence to where we are. 
The paper (The Daily Her­
ald) called it 'a wing and a 
prayer.'" 

Dec. 2 I was the first game 
West Chicago played in the 
Naperville North/Benet 
Academy Invite, a tourna­
ment held during winter 
break. The team won four out 
of five games, losing only to 
Proviso East, a team ranked 
at the state level. 

"We've lost a few times, 
and the times we have lost 

were to really good teams," 
said Wallner. 

During the tournament, 
Monroe and fellow senior I 
co-team captain Melissa Ol­
sen reached the landmark of 
scoring one thousand points 
in their high school careers. 

11lt's a great accomplish­
ment," said Monroe. "But I 
could not have gotten there 
without the support of my 
coaches and my teammates." 

Wallner acknowledged 
that Monroe and Olsen both 
achieved great accomplish­
ments, and that it's a "first for 
the program" at West Chi­
cago. 

However, Wallner said that 
she tries ccnot to overempha­
size individual stats." 

"It's a team sport. There 
are a lot of other things . that 
go into a team besides scor­
ing," said Wallner. 

Despite the success of this 
season, next season is not 
looking as promising. With 
the exception of Radloff, the 
entire varsity team is graduat­
ing. 

That said, Wallner said 
she's been playing some ju­
niors and sophomores on the 
JV team to "get them some 
varsity playing time." 

Junior varsity makes a splash at DVC 
as team anticipates sectional victory 
By Greg Vodicka 
Boys swimming team's ex­

pectations were met at DVC 
with many swimmers beating 
thdr best times. 

Coach Kurt Herrin expect­
ed everyone to swim well, 
especially junior varsity. The 
·goal was for I 00 percent of 
the team to get lifetime best 
times. 

"Varsity team did better 
than expected in times and 
places. Junior varsity swam 

· fantastic with almost all life­
time bests," said Herrin. "It 
has been a great season for 
best times." 

Placing 5th in varsity, 4th 
in junior varsity, 3rd in fresh­
men, the team exceeded his 
expectations. 

Senior Brenden Sullivan 
and Junior Greg Pelke swam 
especially well, both beating 
lifetime bests. 

Sullivan, in the 200 me­
ter freestyle, had a time of 
1:55:53 and in the 100 meter 
freestyle 52:83. 

Pelke, in the 100 meter fly, 
had a time of I :03:27 and 
in the 100 meter backstroke · 

I :03:81. 
Varsity members will go 

on to swim at sectionals on 
Saturday, where they hope to 
qualify for state. 

This year's team is larger 
than most years. This helped 
the boys practice because 
there are strong rivalries at 
practice which, Herrin ad­
mits, makes for good practice 
competition. 

Herrin acknowledged 
sophomores Federico Garcia, 
Rodney Nasir, Tyler Murphy, 
and freshman T. J. Hahs, and 
junior Seth Kelley for their ac­
complishments this season. 

In addition to size, the 
freshmen swimmers affected 
the team in a positive way. 

Herrin said, "We had a 
good freshman class which 
made a good impact for the 
team." 

Herrin said that the team 
was lacking in unity and that 
he wants them to give more 
support to their teammates. 

Herrin hopes the team 
takes the off season seriously 
by practicing and swimming 
outside of school. 

Photo by Greg Vodicka 
Senior Jake Murphy swam with improved technique at DVC and is excited to swim at 
sectionals on Saturday. 
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Wildcats on top_ of their game 
By Ellyn Fortino 
Playing basketball on her 

brother's team in second 
grade has paid off for senior 
Kelsey Monroe, who is now 
playing for the Illinois Lady 
Lightning, an Amateur Ath­
letic Union (AAU) team. 

Monroe says that most of 
her time both in and out of 
school is dedicated to bas­
ketball. 

"Between high 
school and AAU, I 
spend 11 months 
of the year play­
ing basketball," 
Monroe said. 
uMy only 
break is in 
August, 
where I 
don't even 
touch a bas­
ketball." 

Monroe 
has been 
playing at the 
varsity level for 
four years at the 
school. Her big­
gestachievement 
has been being 
the first play­
er in school 
history to 
score 1,000 
points. 

"I am not 
very ath-
letic, so I had 
to work much 
harder to accomplish it," she 
said. "I am most proud of the 
things I have accomplished 
off the court, like maintain­
ing my4.0." 

Monroe's favorite memory 
in basketball is a close call 
between winning the Benet/ 
Naperville North Christmas 
tournament after the team 
upset Benet freshman year or 

get better on its own over • By Leah Kuzmicz 

beating Naperville 
Central sopho­
more year to 
end their 51 
game con-
ference win 
streak. 

Although 
Monroe has 
had many 
good times in 
basketball, she 
has faced few 

struggles. In 

her soph­
omore year she 
tore her Achil-

time." 
Monroe looks up to her 

bro~her most when it comes 
to basketball. 

"He was always a foot 
shorter than all the people 
he had to guard, but he 
was able to hold his own 
because he played with so 
rriuch heart." 

She has also given the title 
of most influential coach to 
her father. 

"My dad has coached me 
since second grade. He was 
always hard on me because 
he wanted me to do the best 
I could, but is also my big­
gest supporter," she said. 

"Coach Wainer has 
also helped me so 
much throughout high 
school," said Monroe. 
"She believed in me 
before I even believed 

in myself." 
Basketball has influ­

enced Monroe's life in many 
·positive ways. 

les tendon. "I know that whatever I 
"It was really do will have an effect on my 

performance," 

Kelsev Monroe ~~e hav:d~~~~ 
• • • • • • • • • • • · made some re-

Photo by Kait Taylor all fr' ds y great 1en 
hard for me and memories with my 

be- cause it was teammates that I know will 
t h e first time that I 
had to sit out for a long pe­
riod of time. I have always 
struggled with my confidence 
level," Monroe said. "That 
has been the hardest thing 
for me to deal with because 
it is something that does not 

last a lifetime." 
Next year, Monroe wish­

es to continue playing bas­
ketball in college at either 
Maryville University in St. 
Louis, St. Ambrose Univer­
sity in Iowa, or Elmhurst 
College. 

• After four years of hard 
' work, Tim Kirincic has a 
' reason to be happy with his 
• wrestling career: He is the 
• first wrestler in 11 years to 
• make it to state. 
' Kirincic started wrestling 
' his freshman year after his 
' father motivated . him to ... 

JOID. 
• Sophomore year, 
' Kirincic was on var-
• sity wrestling at 
' 145 pounds. As he 
' worked harder at his 
• goals, he moved up 
' to 152 pounds his ju-
• nior and senior years. 
• Kirincic has enjoyed 
• his senior year on the 
• 
: Tim Kirincic 
• • •••••••• 
• Photo by Jacob Wucka 

• wrestling team and be-
• lieves that this year will 
' bring the most success. 
• "This year is my favorite 
' because I am more comfort-
• able with my coaches and 
• can joke around with them. • I am also all around better 
• this year than I was any other 
' year," said Kirincic. 
• Kirincic believes that he 
• is in better shape, and con-
• siders all of the hard work 
• he does during practice. 
' Kirincic said that an aver-
• age practice consists of drills 
• in which they practice their 
• tl ' , wres mg moves. 

Then they move onto . . 
wrestlmg each other after • the condition with sprints, • 

pushups, sit ups, planks, and 
rope climbing. 

"No other sport can cam-
p a r e to the condition 

that wrestling 
gets you 

cic has an 
estimated record 
of 93 wins and 27losses 
in his high school ca­
reer. 
His accomplishments 

4Iclude Fresh-Soph state two 
times, placing 5th sophomore 
year. He also went to section­
als as a junior and placed 
4th, and went on to win the 
regional champ title in his 
weight class his senior year. 

After high school Kirincic 
plans on attending Southern 
University or Eastern Univer­
sity, where he would pursue 
his wrestling career at the col­
legiate level. 

Kirincic plans on majoring 
in business but would like to 
be a fireman. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
By Greg Vodicka 
Since the age of 6, lefty Eric 

Wyman has spent his sunny 
afternoons, rainy springs, 
and frosty off seasons on the 
baseball diamond. 

Pitching for the Wildcats 
for his third season this year, 
Wyman is a big contribution 
to the program. 

Prior to playing for the high 
school, Wyman started his 
passion in the West Chicago 
Park District league, playing 
at the pinto level. 

"I was not always a pitch­
er," said Wyman. "During 
my fust season I was too 
scared to talk to my coach 
about pitching. I ended up 
mentioning it to my dad who 
told my coach I was inter­
ested." 

Wyman also stated that he 
did not get serious about the 
sport until almost 7th grade. 

He played for the Winfield 
Wolves when he was in 7th 
and 8th grade. 

"My 8th grade season was 
my favorite because the team 

was undefeated and until the 
very last game of the play­
offs," recalled Wyman. 

He had to pitch the last in­
ning where he held the other 
team for two innings, but the 
wolves ended up losing the 
game. 

High school ball was a lot 
different from little league for 
Wyman. He liked park dis­
trict because it was fun to just 
play the game w~th his friends 
and have a good time. 

High school baseball meant 
a lot more to him because the 
sport got more serious and 
competitive. 

"It actually mattered to­
wards my future," said 
Wyman. 

The pressure of being on 
the mound in a game is his 
favorite part of baseball. 

"It makes you strive for 
something instead of just the 
mechanics of pitching," he 
said. 

During Wyman's fresh­
man year he suffered a 
hamstring pull less then 

halfway through the season. he continues to work hard, 
He did not play for the rest there 's no telling how .far he 
of his freshman year and will go. " 
went through a lot of physi- Walters 
cal therapy to get back into also added 
the game. that the 

Overcoming the injury was reason 
difficult because he was not Wyman 
used to being on the bench is the ath­
like that. 

Recognizing coach John 
Walters as his favorite coach 
he's ever had, Wyman said 
that when he is under pres­
sure and it's getting to his 
head, Walters fmds a way to 
make him laugh and real­
ize what he needs to do. 

When asked what his 
expectations are for 
Wyman's future, Walters 
said, "To be what he is; 
a stopper, to dominate 
a high school game, to 
be able to make a stop 
in any situation and 
to me a leader. If 

EricWvman 
• • • • • • • • • 

Photo by Greg Vodicka 

lete he is today is a result of 
his hard work. 

"He could have a great day, 
but he isn't satisfied. He al­
ways wants more. He finds 
fault and strives for perfec­
tion," Walters said. 

On the first summer play­
off game against St. Charles 
East, Wyman was spotted by 

a coach from the University 
of Illinois in Chicago. 

The coach showed 
interest because he 
had seen Wyman 
pitch the previous 
Sunday and was im­
pressed that Wyman 
pitched so well after 

only a three day pe­
riod. 

The two talked 
after school and of­
fered Wyman a part 
scholarship to play 
baseball for UIC. 

Wyman will major 
in engineering with 
the goal of getting 
drafted after three 
years of college ball. 

~-
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Wrestlers pin big wins-Wildcats defeat 
Huskies in 
intense overtime 
Finish season 

By Aaron Pennington . 
Despite some tumbles this 

season, the wrestling team 
was able to qualify one mem­
ber to state for the first time 

match against Mooseheart, 
the team lost the second 
match against Marmion 
Academy. 

"We felt that the match 

niors on the team, because 
we don't have a lot and we're 
trying to get more people to 
come out as well," said Phil­
lips. 

Photo by Aa.ron .Pennington 
Seniors Tim Kirincic and Jesus Ibarra have high hopes for the team's success at state, as 
Kirincikc is the first wrestler in 11 years to quialify. 

in 11 years. wasn't in the team's advan-
Senior Tim Kirincic placed tage. Some calls that were 

third in the sectional tourna- made we felt weren't in our 
ment Feb.IO. He will go on favor," said coach Jamie Phil­
to the state tournament Fri- lips. 
day and Saturday. Phillips said that his hopes 

Senior Brandon Klekamp for the rest of the season are 
placed fourth and will go to to recruit more members. 
state as an alternate. Currently, the varsity team 

A meet that was held on has only three seniors. 
Jan. 25 was a bittersweet mo- "We're trying to get more 
ment for the team, however. individuals in the team. We're 

After winning the first also hoping to get more se-

Phillips also says he's look­
ing for wrestlers who know 
the sport well. 

"We need people with ex­
perience, people who've done 
wrestling for a while," said 
Phillips. 

Phillips says there are cer­
tain qualities and require­
ments in order to be a good 
wrestler. 

"They need to have dedi­
cation and be willing to sac-

rifice. They also need to be 
a hard worker and can be 
coachable," said Phillips. 

Some of the top wrestlers 
this year, according to Phil­
lips, are Klekamp, senior 
Garrett Welch and junior 
Austin Hall. 

with 7-7 record 
By Cristina Sarnelli 
Despite the boys basketball 

team's record of 4-18 overall 
Klekamp has a record of and 1-10 in conference, the 

19-10 and Welch has a record team continues to strive for 
of 20-10. their goals and be positive on 

"They worked really hard, 
and are very confident," said 
Phillips. "The freshmen have 
been doing well too, especial­
ly during the end of the year. 
We've been pulling a lot of 

the court. 
"One of our biggest goals 

is to always give ourselves the 
opportunity in each game to 
win a game," coach Kevin 
Gimre said. 

wins." Their last game against 
· One of the freshman wres- Wheaton North on Feb. 9 
tiers is Alan Herrea, who 
joined wrestling after the 
football season was over. 

"When the season ended, 
the football coach suggested 
that I should join. So I did," 
said Herrea. 

Herrea enjoys Phillips' 
presence and thinks he's a 
good coach. 

"He's awesome. He 's funny 
and gives you advice when 
you need it," said Herrea. 

Herrea says he learned a lot 
over the past year. 

"I learned to be responsible 
and not to be selfish. I suf­
fered the consequences from 
not doing those things," said 
Herre a. 

Phillips motivates his ath­
letes by doing an assortment 
of activities, like wrestler of 
the week t -shirts. 

"We try to build confidence 
in them and make sure they 
have a good time. We have 
conversations with them to 
strengthen their morale," said 
Phillips. 

ended in a loss, 67-57. 
However, the team played 

well at the game against Na­
perville North on Feb. 2. The 
game went into over time, 
and the boys pulled through 
with a win 56-53. 

The boys also have some 
fond memories from the sea­
son. 

The main focus of the team 
is to keep playing hard and to 
win some more games. 

Photo by Cristina Sarnelli 
Senior Mike Sotgatz has 
fond memories of the 
season. 

Consumers' cravings fuel giant salaries 
of today's overpaid professional athletes 

Often people criticize pro­
fessional athletes for being 
paid high salaries they may 
not deserve. 

games, the more money the 
team can pay their players. 
Teams treat this as @11 invest­
ment 

Here at Community High 
School there are teachers 
getting paid lJJlder $40,000 
a year. A new teacher with 
a bachelor's ~ starts at 
around $36,000. Teachers 
who ha\le been teaching here 
tbr as many as 30 years are 
makb:ag around$120,000. 

E1eD these large salaries 
jpstover $100,CQ)don't com­
pare to Midaael fordan, get­
t;ingpaid over S36 million for 
rus last season' with the Chi­
cago BUDs. and be definitely 
hadn't ]eien S;J)Jaying frit 30 
yeaa 

Michael Jordan made 
about 360 times what the best 

paid teacher here is making. 
If Americans truly value 

education more then profes~ 
sional sports, why are the 
professioDal athletes paid 
more? What is the cause for 
this unbalance? It is us, the 
consumers. 

Team owners sponsored by 
name brands such as eoca .. 
Cola, N.ite, and Ford pay the 
contracts of the athletes on 
these teams. 

The world of professional 
sportS would not exist With­
out sponsors pumping money 
into the team. ThiS money 
pays for stadium· costs along 
with players' salaries in ex­
cbailge for putting their name 
brand all O'VO' things such as 
stadiums and advertisements 
during games. 

The hope is that sports 
fans absorb the media's ad­
vertisements and assume 
that since they have heard 
about a certain brand so 
much, it must be the best. 
With the choice of Coca­
Cola and Walgreen's brand 
Cola, the sponsors hope 
that consumers select Coca­
Cola. 

All this does is give Coke 
more profit to spend on 
more adVertisements ~g 
athletes even larger salaries. 

Next time you are sitting 
in front of the T.V. with the 
Bears game on, in your Nik:e 
shoes, sipping your Diet 
Coke saying, "Gosh, Rex 
Grossman ma)(es way too 
much money." Think about 
the cause, the consumers. 
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