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Basketball shooting for better record 
By Ellyn Fortino 
Although the boys basket­

ball team may not have any 
pre-game traditions, each 
player has their own personal 
routine to help improve not 

-only themselves but also the 
team record, which currently 
stands at 1-7. 

Senior Donnie Smith said 
that listening to music and 
hydrating before the game is 
essential along with prepar­
ing for the opposing team. 

Senior Nate Sullivan agreed 
with Smith. 

"We scout the opponent's 
playing style and game strate­
gies," he said. "We also shoot 
around and go over plays." 

While the team may have 
many areas of improve­
ment they have more areas 
of achievement, including a 
solid defense and an oppor­
tunist offense according . to 
Sullivan. 

Coach Kevin Gimre hopes 
that before the season is over 
the team will be playing their 
best as each game passes on. 

"Every game we strive to 
provide ourselves with an op­
portunity to win the game. 
Therefore, in practice our fo­
cus is to continually improve 
on the skills and game situa­
tions that will put us in posi­
tion to win ball games," he 
said. 

"Pete is a team leader, very 
talented, and intelligent," 
Sullivan said. "Another key 
player is Dan Rizzo because 
he never complains, has a 
great work ethic, and has ex­
emplary character. I refer to 
him as the 'little engine that 
could' . and he is great proof 
that good things come in 

· small packages." 
Gimre agreed that the team 

has many key players. 
"Seniors Pete Konchar, 

Alex Pelej, Mike Sorgatz, 
and Matt Claude are some 
of the players that will play a 
key role and help the team to 
be successful," he said. 

The season may have just 

recently started, but the boys 
already have had many mem­
orable times. 

"The most memorable mo­
ment in the season so far is 
getting our first win against 
Leyden 53-51 on Nov. 21," 
said Sullivan. 

And Smith's favorite mem­
ory . was using 100 rolls of 

toilet paper on Larry Pope's 
('06) house. 

Before the season ends, the 
team hopes to become more 
physical and aggressive. Play­
ing solid team basketball and 
shooting more three pointers 
are also key. 

They will play Thursday 
against Glenbard West. 

The key players this sea­
son are seniors Pete Konchar, 
Dan Rizzo, Mike Sorgatz, 
Alex Pelej and Matt Claude. 

Photo by Jessica Bergmann 
Senior Pete Konchar is leading the boys basketball team In points, rebounds, assists, and saves. He also is a team captain 
this season. 

We should stay in the DVC to preserve 
tradition and competition that it offers 
The question has been leaving the DVC would be a 

flowing in and out of our · good choice because it would 
mouths for some time now. put us in a conference with 

schools like our size, which 
may cause West Chicago to 
start winning games. This 
alSo may lead to boosting 
school spirit and bring more 
and more athletes out for 
sports teams each year; 

Obviously larger numbers 
can be a good thing, but is it 
worth leaving the conference 
our school has fought in for 
over a·decade? 

I understand what my col-
Greg Vodicka league Justin Kutilek said in 

Should the Wildcats stay his September column about 
in the DVC, the toughest school spirit. I to9 would· 
conference in the state of ll- love a winning season. 
linois? I also understand the 

The reason for the diSpute DVC has some of the big­
comes from the Wildcats' gest schools in the state of 
losing record for most of . Illinois. West Chicago, how­
the major athletics such as ever has less students then the 
football, basketball, and vol- big Wheaton or NaperVille 
leyball. schools. 

Mally people argue that Wheaton Warrenville 

South has won the state foot­
ball championship for the last 
two years. Their enrollment 
this year was 2,454. That is 
only about 300 more students 
then we have enrolled at West 
Chicago this year. 

We may not have the num­
bers the larger schools have 
but we have committed ath­
letes. If I were choosing a 
team I would pick the player 
who wants to play the sport 
over the kid who just came 
out for the first place trophy. 

There are many remark­
able athletes we have walk­
ing our halls who may never 
get recognized because of the 
competitive conference we 
are in. They may never see 
a state championship or even 
the playoffs. 

With our smaller teams 
athletes get the attention 
from the coaches they de­
serve. With teams twice our 
size, some very good athletes 

never get an opportunity to 
develop and, show coaches 
their capability. They may 
never get to see the field and 
may even end up quitting. 

The athletes in these larger 
schools are no different than 
us. They too wake up and 
put their pants on one leg at 
a time. The difference is af­
ter their pants are on they get 
to work; working towards a 
state championship. 

We have some of the 
hardest working athletes at 
West Chicago, but that isn't 
enough. We're the under­
dogs. We need to work twice 
as bard as other schools. 

Wildcats seem to have the 
goal to just get a few wins dur­
ing the season. We should be 
shooting for playoffs like the 
other schools. 

Until we can believe in 
ourselves why should any­
one else? Ask yourself why 
we don't win. Do you think 

changing conferences would 
.t:eally change that? 

If we moved down to a 
smaller division what would 
we accomplish? Sure we 
may get the winning season 
we all have been praying for. 
Maybe the fans would start 
coming out and school spirit 
would sky rocket. But what 
would we be winning? 

We would always know 
we couldn't cut it in the 
DVC. Even with a confer­
ence championship under 
our belts, we would always 
know we were not the best. 

We could simply take the 
easy way out and leave the 
DVC, or we could stay and 
finish what we started. · 

Students need to realize 
we can make it in the DVC, 
and until we do make it 

· there will be no leaving for 
this Wildcat. We have some 
unfinished business to take 
care of. 
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