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Strong lineup down but not out

© 19-17. They lost against
Batavia, Glenbard North,
and Naperville North 35-8
(Batavia), 27-7 (West Aurora),
31-28 (Naperville North).
Senior Ben Warren, who

By Cristina Sarnelli

Despite. a record of two
wins and three losses, the
football team has high hopes
for making it to the playoffs,

The team won their games
against Plainfield Central 28-

7 and against West Aurora Wwas thrilled with the wins

plays on the offensive line, -

and said it was thanks to the
quarterback and the offensive
line that they did so well.
“The offensive line did
great. We gave the quarter
back plenty of time for passing
and the running back plenty
of holes,” he explained. “Our

; Photo by Crlstma Sarnelh
Junior Barrett Serrato, left, and senior Brian Collier practice six days a week'in hopes of
making it to the playoffs this season. _

quarterback is a junior, and
he is doing awesome.”

- Chris Wille is thrilled with
his position as quarterback
on the football team.

“There is nothing that
compares 'to ‘the rush of
walking onto the field and
having all of the weight on
my shoulders to win the
game,” he said.

Warren added that the
game against Batavia was
disappointing.

“Turnovers  killed  us.
We didn’t play to aqur full
potential,” Warren said.

Coach Robert Stone said
that the team has a good shot
at making it to the playoffs
and has made it his number
one goal for the boys to make

it to them.

Warren is optimistic as
well.

“We have a much better
team this year, and we

. definitely have the potential

to make it to the playoffs,” he
said.

There are 71 boys on
the team. They have been

training since the summer,

spending a lot of time in the
weight room and practicing
agility drills. »
“The week before our first
game we did a blue and white
scrimmage which is where
the team splits up and plays
against each other. This helps
us to prepare for our first
game,” Warren explained.
Michelle Dimas is one of
the student athletic trainers
for the team this year. She
helps the players when they
get injured during training.

“The team ' is doing
awesome in, training. Our
passing s great. Our offensive
line is doing well too,” she
said.

She also noted how the
boys get along so well, a
major strength of the team
this ‘year.

“They all have a lot of

-good bonding, and they all

encourage each other. They
believe in themselves and are
very optimistic,” Dimas said.

Stone said he was also
pleased with how well the
boys worked together and
is happy with how they are
improving,

- “I am very pleased with the
team. They are a very close
group, and they are the best
practice team we’ve had,” he
said.

‘Football
‘Schedule
e

Na‘pe’fvnﬂe Central
LAWY

iy k _Oct. 6
Wheaton North
”;~Home*“‘

Octi 1 3
Glenbard East

Although the boys have high
expectations for themselves
this year, lack of enthusiasm
 damages our team’s ability to
y Dbelieve that they can win.
~ Every week brings a new
“opponent to- the table, and
because of the caliber of

are sacrificed six da sa week -
for the players on this year’s
West Chicago football team.

usually tough competition.
When game day comes
around, most Wildcats don’t
show their support for the
team. Negative comments

 the Wlldcats are gomg to be
;;beaten. : ‘
The team’s morale lsabused’

: desp cable. ;

“be showmg support for their
. require a ot of effort in tasks
mcludmg running individual

talent in the DVC, rivals are

are often said about the team,
mostly describing how badly -

by these negative statements,
makmg it hard to propcr]yl-f
'focus on thcu' Fnday mght

team, not tearing it down

Despite all the negativity,
- some studentsmllshow their
_ lifting, and, of course, the

Wildcat pride. Atevcry game,

no matter where they're

'playmg, The Squad is there

in blue and white cheermg

for their team.

Seeing The Squad filling the
stands every week, in my
‘opinion, makes the team play

~ better and motivates each

= 'mdmdual player.

: footb_all team actually hasone
f the most talented groups'

What people fail to realize
is that the overlooked varsity i
- that is finessed and extremely
 fast. Junior Chris Wille steps
it up at every game and will

€s some respect

; should'

seen in years
Daily practices and games

drills, team workouts, weight
much needed | conditioning.

Working hard at practice
three hours: a ‘day and ﬁve

; _ days a week has develo

The Squad has helped :
contribute to our team’s high .
expectations, which is highly
appreciated by the players.

numerous g:fted players.
The  aggressive  and
confident defense looks to
finish at the top of the DVC
this year. Led by seniors
Leo Guili, Geoff Wilson,
and Brad Hock, the defense

causes havoc for opposmg
offenses: - :

On the other sideof the ball
;s a younger group of talent

- powerful running backs.

it hard to succeed without

 they definitely deserve and

have a big season as quarter
back, which  shouldn’t
be hard with the aid of
his speedy receivers and

- However, such talent finds

the necessary support and
enthusiasm  behind  their
game,

Support is one of the most
desirable assets that the team
wants on its side. The team
unquestionably appreciates
the support that it receives,
but more students should
stand behind them and show
some school spirit.

~Bottom line, " the team
needs more_ encouragement |
and the student body should
give it to them, because

appreciate enthusiasm.
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