




























Wildcat Chr()nicle lli 

swimming is 1Ilaking waves 

Photo by Dave Thomas 
Sophomore Hanna Colliarider and a plethora of talented breaststrokers, including Julia 
Shallcross and junior Jamie Lesniak are power houses on the swim team this season. 

!{ew leadership 
and conditioning 
prepare the girls 
swimming team . 
for big success 

By Leah Kuzmicz 
Experience and leadership 

could be the key to the girls 
swim team's success this 
season. 
. Coach Curt ·Herrin is 
betting on experience 
to help meet the goal of 
improving the team's quality. 
The 24 girls on the team are 
ahead of last year's team 

We're small but 
mighty and real/y 
enjqy havingfun 

together every day. ' · 
-- Senior Julia Shall eros$ 

because they are fitter, use 
better techniques, and the 
varsity girls swam throughout 
the year, Herrin said. 

Varsity swimmer and 
· senior Julia Shallcross agrees 
that the team is extremely 
fit because of pre-season 
conditioning. 

"I've been for 

the Sharks all year, and I 
really ho.pe that it pays off 
this season," said Shallcross. 

Shallcross and seniors 
Katie McLeland, Melissa 
Sheldon, Amy Smolucha, 
and Caitlin Krengel all 
possess valueable leadership 
skills and are looked up to by 
underclassmen, according to 
Herrin. 

Four divers on the team will 
also to the team's 
success by adding points 
to the total score at meets, 
Herrin said. 

Another goal that they will 
be striving for is to be more 
competitive on the varsity 
level. 

Competing with varsity 
freshmen Caitlyn Madsen, 
Maria Sedjo, and Kelly 
Loftus, and they are helping 
the team, said Herrin. 

The bond between the 
girls on the. team is evident 
throughout practices and 
meets said Herrin. 

"We're small but mighty 
and really enjoy just having 
fun together everyday at 
practice," said Shallcross. 

McLeland says that due 
to the tough teams in the 
conference, it is hard to -
compete against larger sized 
teams. 

Cross country goes the distance to succeed 
By Dave Thomas wants Murphy and freshman 
Coach Robert Maxson has Annette Eichenberger to 

every reason to smile about move from the freshman/ 

that." 
But as far as which girls 

would make the top seven 
list, Maxson couldn't name 
them at this On the 

his girls cross country team. 
Having finished seventh 

last year, the girls worked 
harder over the summer than 
they had the year before. 

Sprinters from the track 
team have crossed over to the 
cross country team, including 
junior Rachel Jefferson and 
junior Kara Triner. 

"Wojo Uunior Tara 
Wojciechowski) can run really 
well. She had a 7 minute, 7 
second pace for a three_-mile 
run," said Maxson. "These 
. girls have worked very hard 
since the start of the season." 

But the biggest star on the 
team seems to be freshman 
Mary Murphy, who beat 
251 other freshman and 
sophomores in a 2.5 mile 
race at the Wauconda Invite 
on Sept. 9. Murphy beat the 
second place runner by 34 
seconds. 

"I was so surprised," 
said Murphy, wlio Maxson 
described as the (astest girl on 
the team. "I couldn't believe 
I did it." 

According to Maxson, he 

sophomore level to the varsity 
level because "they've won a 
lot of hardware (trophies)." . 

Photo courtesy of George Petmezas 
Senior Amber Triner, right, and sophomore Zoe Wisley 
practice five days a week to improve their times. 

"I'm going to run at the were Murphy, Eichenberger, 
varsity level," said Murphy. team captain and senior 
urm incredibly excited to do Kelly Tinnes, and junior Adi 

Huerta. and try to win awards," said 
.When asked to name the top Tinnes. 

seven runners, Tinnes named They've certainly trained 
the same four in addition to like it. Between the 7 mile 
Triner, Wojciechowski, :'Jand lqtuns and the sprint workO\lts, 
junior Joann Kaczmarczyk. .Maxson figures that the 

One runner who ha&.made 30 miles a week. 
improvements is senior Robyn However, he acknowledges 
Waldschmidt: Although new · that his girls have "gotten 
to the team, Maxson said pretty beat up" in. that some 
she took about a 1 minute, of them have missed races 
30 seconds off. her time at a · due to injury or exhaustion. 
Sept. 12 meet at Naperville. notable injury suffered 

"I do track, and I wanted was Murphy, who twisted her 
to do something that would ankle at the Naperville North 
keep me in shape," said mee.t. did not participate 
Waldschmidt. at the Larry Eddington Invite 

Last year, the team fmished Sept. 16 . 
seventh in the conference However, she does have her 
and eighth at regionals. eye on regionals, and plans 
However, Maxson said that on competing. 
they finished with the same In addition to Tinnes as 
team times as the year before, a captain, the team also 
an achievement for Maxson has two assistant captains, 
because last year was his first seniors Carrie Staton and 
year coaching. Leah Kuzmicz. Other 

Since last season·, the' team runners include freshman 
has lost four varsity runners-. Emily Hahn, sophomores 
Withthreegraduatingandone Tara Breinig and Zoe Wisley, 
transferring, the only varsity junior Kelly · Murphy, and 
runners left were Tinnes, seniors Brittany Herdman 
Huerta, and Kaczmarczyk. and Amber Triner. 

"This year, we're hoping Their next is Saturday 
we'll place better as a team at Lisle. 
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Strong lineup down but not out 
By Cristina Sarnelli 
Despite a record of two 

wins and three losses, the 
football team has high hopes 

/for making it to the playoffs. 

19-1 7. They lost against and said it was thanks to the 
Batavia, Glenbard North, quarterback and the offensive 
and Naperville North 35-8 line that they did so well. 

quarterback is a junior, and 
he is doing awesome." 
· Chris Wille is thrilled with 

his position as quarterback 
on the football team. 

"The team · is doing 
awesome in. training. Our 
passing is great. Our offensive · 
line is doing well too," she 
said. 

The team won their games 
against Plainfield Central 28-
7 and against West Aurora 

(Batavia), 2 7-7 (West Aurora), "The offensive line did 
31-28 (Naperville North). great: We gave the quarter 

Senior Ben Warren, who backplentyoft~meforpassing 
plays on the offensive line, · and the running back plenty 
was thrilled with the wins of holes," he explained. "Our 

Photo by Cristina Sarnelli 
Junior Barrett Serrato, left, and senior Brian Collier practice six days a week.in hopes of 
making it to the pl.yoffs this season. 

"There is nothing that 
compares · to · the rush of 
wal~ng onto the field and 
having all of the weight on 
my shoulders· to win the 
game," he said.· 

Warren added that the 
game against Batavia was 
disappointing. 

"Turnovers killed us. 
We didn't play to our full 
potential," Warren said. 

Coach Robert Stone said 
that the team has a good shot 
at making it to the playoffs 
and has made it his humber 
one goal for the boys to make 
it to them. 

Warren is optimistic as 
well. 

"We have a much better 
team this year, and we 
definitely have the potential 
to make it to the playoffs," he 
said. 

There are 71 boys on 
the team. They have been 
training since the summer, 
spending a lot of time in the 
weight room and practicing 
agility drills. . 

"The week before our first 
game we did a blue and white 
scrimmage which is where 
the team splits up and plays 
against each other. This helps 
us to prepare for our first 
game," Warren explained. 

Michelle Dimas is one of 
the student athletic. trainers 
for the team this year. She 
helps the players when they 
get injured during training. 

She also noted how t~e 
boys get along so well, a 
major strength of the team 
this year. 

"They all have a lot of 
good bonding, and they all · 
encourage each other. They 
believe in themselves and are 
very optimistic,' ' Dimas said. 

Stone said he was also 
pleased with how well the 
boys worked together and 
is happy :Vith how they are 
improving. 
. "I am very pleased with the 

team. They are a very close 
group, and they are the best · 
practice team we've had," he 
said. 

Football 
Schedule 

Sept. 29 
Naperville Central 

Away 

Oct. 6 
Wheaton North 

Home 

Oct. 13 
Glenbard East 

Home 

Oct. 19 
WW South 

Home 

Footb~ll ·team deserves some· respect 
Blood, sweat, and tears 

are sacrificed six days a week 
for the players on this year's 
West Chicago football team. 

Justin Kutilek 
Everyday they put forth 110 
percent effo(t and practice 
with a strong passion for the 
game. 

However, this . effort 
goes hi~y unnoticed by a 
majority of dte student booy. 

Although the boys have higl_l 
expectations for themselves 
this year, lack of enthusiasm 
damages our team's ability to 
believe that they can win. 

Every week brings a new 
opponent to the table, and 
because of the caliber of 
talent in the DVC, rivals are 
usually tough competition. 

When game day comes 
around, most Wildcats don't 
show their support for the 
team. Negative comments 
are often. said about the team, 
mostly describing how badly 
the Wildcats are going to be 
beaten. 

Theteam.'s morale is abused 
by these negative statements, 
making it hard to properly 
focus on their Friday niibt 
assignments. 

Personally, I think this is 

seen in years. 
Daily practices and games 

require a Jot of effort in tasks 
including running individual 
drills, team workouts, weight 

.lifting, and, of cotirse, the 
m.uch needed conditioning. 
· Working hard at practice 
three hours a ·day and five 
days a week has developed 
numerous gifted players. 

The aggressive and 
confident defense looks to 
finish at the top of the DVC 
this year. Led by seniors 
Leo Guill, Geoff Wilson, 
and Brad Hock, the defense 
causes havoc for . opposing 
offenses; 

On the other side of the ball 
is · a younger group of talent 
that is finessed and extremely 
fast. Junior Chris Wille steps 
it up at every game and will 

have a big season as quarter 
back, which shouldn't 
be hard with the aid of 
his speedy receivers and 
powerful running backs. 

However, such talent finds 
it hard to succeed without 
the necessary support and 
enthusiasm behind their 
game. 

Support is one of the most 
desirable assets that the team 
wants on its side. The team 
unquestionably appreciates 
the support that it receives, 
but more students should 
stand behind them and show 
some school spirit. 

Bottom line, · the team 
needs more. encouragement 
and the student body should 
give it to them, because 
they definitely deserve and 
appreciate enthusiasm. 
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