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th game, and the feeling of accom­e plishment you get when you do 
- something good for your team . Kramer swings to 

.top with home runs 
like winning a game," she said. 

Kramer has certainly contrib-

By Kait Taylor 
Senior Kayla Kramer is lead­

ing the girls softball team to big 
wins this season with her out­
standing seven homeruns and 

21 runs 
baJtedin. 

"She's 
ripping 

the ball," 
said 

coach 
Jim 

Schaudt. 
"She's 

one of the be'st hitters in 
DuPage County." 

Kramer is a captain and also 
plays shortstop, but she shines 
at the plate with her .429 bat­
ting average, the best average 
on the team. 

Kramer attributes her suc­
cess this season to experience, 
and especially to practicing 
with on her skills in the off sea­
son. 

said Kramer. "I've been work­
ing hard in the off season, es­
pecially on my hitting." 

The practice clearly paid 
off, and Kramer credits her 
improvement to Schaudt, 

Laurie Davidson and 
her father. 

"My dad helped me a lot. 
He is basically the reason why 
I'm so good. He spends so 
much time working on me 
with my skills," she said. 
"He's a big inspiration in my 
life."· 

Kramer is also motivated by 
and her teammates, who 
Kramer claims are also skilled 
atheletes. 

"This year will be memo­
rable because I get along with 
all the girls. They are all great 
players and people. It makes 
it more fun to play with people 
you like," she said. 

But at the heart, her love for 
the game is _what keeps 

uted to big wins, especially, ac­
cording to Schaudt, when she 
hit the game winning homerun 
in a game against Elmwo,od 
Park April 4. 

"I'd say I'm overall more 
confident this year because it's 
my second year on varsity," 

Kramer on the field. Photo courtesy of James Schaudt 
"Myfavoritepartaboutsoft- Coach James Schaudt hopes that senior Kayla Kramer earns 

ball is the adrenaline of a good all-conference consideration. 

Fundraisers keep lacrosse 
team optimistic for future 

By Kym McDaniel 
The lacrosse team started out 

their season rough, but team 
members are still optimistic 
and are avidly preparing for the 
conference championship in 
May. 

"We brought back only 
three varsity players this year 
and only two seniors, but we 
have an excited group of young 
players who are playing better 
and better each week," said 
coach Dave Libby. 

Lipby hopes that varsity, JV 
and freshman/ sophomore 
teams will make playoffs for the 
second year. 

"We're not as good as we 
could be but we're not bad," 
said junior Ken Cole, mid­
fielder on varsity. 

Libby's goals for the _ team 
include having N and fresh­
man/sophomore compete well 
in the conference champion­
ships May 20 and 21 hosted at 
West Chicago. 

"We only have about 30 
players and even now we have 
boys joining the team. We have 
a lot of work to do to be able to 
compete in the varsity playoffs. 
But the team is motivated to do 
so and getting better each day," 
said Libby. 

Becau.se not enough schools 
in the DVC have lacrosse, the 

school plays with the DuPage 
11 which includes St. Charles, 
Nequa Valley, Wheaton-

Warrenville South, Naperville 
Central, Champaign Centen­
nial, Naperville North, 
Waubonsie Valley, Glenbard 
West,. Geneva, West Chicago, 
and Benet Academy. 

Most team members agree 
that St. Charles will be the team 
to beat this year. 

"St. Charles is by far the 
toughest competition," said 
Cole. 

Since lacrosse is so expensive, 
lacrosse members fundraise 
with car washes and eating at 
specific restaurants who then 
donate 20 percent of money to 
lacrosse funds. 

Libby said that he enjoys 
"teaching the value of invest­
ing lives in an unselfish manner 
and creating the illustration of 
what happens when an entire 
team works in concert towards 
the end." 

Varsity's .next game will be 
Tuesday at 5 p.m. at Glenbard 
West and the freshman/ sopho­
more game will be Saturday, 
May6. 

"We hope that boys will gain 
confidence through our pro­
gram that they can make a dif­
ference in this world," said 
Libby. 

Check out the varsity and JV 
teams on the days listed to sup­
port Wildcat lacrosse. 
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Schaudt also mentioned an 
outstanding game for Kramer 
when she played a two­
homerun game against 
Momence April IS. 

"She's dedicated herself to 
softball, and she is an ex­
tremely hard worker," Schaudt 
said. "I hope (Kayla) contin­
ues at this pace so she can get 
all-conference and all-area 
consideration." 

The girls started competing 
for the DVC title April 17, and 
Kramer said that the game she 
is most excited to win is against 
Glenbard North April27. 

"They're pretty much our 
biggest rival ever since, you 
know, ever," Kramer said. 

Schaudt also mentioned the 
respect Kramer has earned 
from the team, not only be­
cause of her skills but her 
strengths as a leader. 

"She's not only a great com­
petitor but she is also a real 
sweet kid," he said. "I love 
·having her on my team and I 
wish her well in the future." 

Next year, Kramer plans to 
play at Kankakee College, a 
division two junior college. 
After graduating, she hopes to 
transfer to Iowa State Univer­
sity and major in physical 
therapy. 
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Injuries wiO not 
stop these girls 
Returning players step up for team 

By Brittany Blanchard 
Despite various set backs 

including numerous injuries on 
the team, the girls soccer team 

. is sticking to perseverance to 
achieve success. 

Senior and team captain Jes­
sica Crawford said hard work 
will be key throughout the sea­
son. 

"There are big DVC games 
we are capable of competing 
in, so hopefully hard work will 
pay off," said Crawford 

Head coach Julio DelReal 
agrees with Crawford's high 
hopes for the season. 

"I hope that the team wins at 
least 12 games and will ad­
vance as far as possible in the 
state tournament," DelReal 
said. 

In addition to hard wotk, 
Crawford predicts the 1 0 re­
turning varsity players and 
their experience will continue 
to play a large part in the team's 
success. 

DelReal said that team has 

been depending heavily on cap­
tains Crawford, · Amy 
Ackeiman, Sara Kufta, and 
Jamie Voelz . 

"(The four) have answered 
very well," said DelReal. 

If the players can consis­
tently play to the extent of their 
capability, DelReal thinks the 
team will be a tough one to 
beat. 

"Normally we play mostly 
decent but there have been a 
couple times the girls have 
played really well and I've 
been very impressed," 
DelReal said. "If we can just 
get consistent in that and reach 
our potential during every 
game, this team will open a lot 
of eyes." 

Currently the team is 1-2 in 
the DVC, with upcoming con­
ference games that DelReal an­
ticipates will be competitive 
and tough considering the poor 
health of the team with its six 
injured players. 

The game versus Glenbard 
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. Photo by Andrea Bradley 

Senior Jessica Crawford steals the ball away from a Wheaton North player. Crawford Is one 
of the team captains and has been playing varsity for four years. 

East took a particularly hard 
toll on the Wildcats adding five 
new injuries to the team. 

DelReal is optimistic, how­
ever, regarding the future of the 

soccer season. 
"I had very high expecta­

tions for them going into the 
season and I'm sure they shared 
my expectations," DelReal 

said. "We hit a little slump but 
fortunately, we're coming out 
of it and will be ready to 
achieve our goals once we get 
everyone healthy." 

Seniors hope to take charge in DVC each other's back everyday. It dally after the team's success 
could be the worst meet but at a meet against Wheaton 
afterwards on the bus and the Warrenville South. · 

By Andrea Bradley 
With time running down 

faster than the sprinters, se­
niors are appreciating their fi­
nal year of girls track. 

Seniors Lauren Buscemi, 
Danielle Romano, DeAnne 
Fitzenreider, and Shannon 
Fleming have all earned re­
spect from their coaches over 

Andie's4ttg/e 

the past four years. 
"Each have shown a tremen­

dous amount of growth in lead­
ership," said coach George 
Petrnezas. 

Romano, a runner since her 
freshman year, will miss her 
teammates the most. 

"Throughout the five month 
season they see you through so 

manyupsanddowns," she said. 
"I've met some of my best 
friends on track so it'll be sad 
to leave them." 
. Buscemi, who has also par­
ticipated in track for four 
years, agreed. 

11l'm going to miss all the 
times everyone hung out out­
side of track. Everyone has 

girls encourage you that tomor­
row is another day," she said. 

Coach Anthony LaRue is 
happy with the performances 
so far this year. Fleming, a dis­
tance runner "is running great 
right now and is looking to do 
well at the DVC meet," he said. 

Romano hopes to do well at 
sectionals on May 12, espe-

"It's tough to go against a 
team like that," she said about 
the team with nearly 130 mem­
bers compared to the Wildcats 
team of about SO. "Beating a 
team when we are half of the 
size is phenomenal." 

The Wildcats are planning 
on sending runners to state later 
in May, said LaRue. 

·woodsbaO .,.,~· s morefun for painthallers 
speedball~ piayers usually 
play m a sman area, where 
woodsba1l fields are normally 

~aDd more mit· 
ing games. This is a big rea­
son why woodsballis much 
harder to master. 

Painthalling started out in 
the Woods. mel is now near· 
ing the days of camout1age 
'once agairL There is oodrins 
liiewalkiDgoutonto thi6el'd, 
)mowingtbattbeenemyeould 

be anyWhere. Woodsball em­
bodies~ and gives players 
a better cbance to hide and 
perform tactical moves to 
earn their kills. 

Not to say that speedball 
·does not have its perks, but it 
u very different than playing 
in the woods. At typical 
paiirtball fidds. youngerpJay­
ers tend to .. spray" paint in 
hopes of getting a player out, 
but in woodsball, people tend 
to be less predictable, and 
make others work for their 
points. 

In the woods. players hide, 
ambush, aDd saipeotha-pay­
ers, but in~ playeJs 
tclldtowasfeakJtof~ 
tingbuntas JnQ1't oftert than 
oppopems. ~h's amusiDJ to 
watCh 1D0JJeY beiogwastalon 
~ but when a spo11 
Jeans tQW;uds.the • 

side, money should go toward 
hitting an opponent rather than 
wasting paint on grass. 

Woodsball is not only a 
money saver, but it also pro­
vides more variety. In 
speedballJ teams can only PlaY 
capture the flag, or total elimi­
nation Although two games 
are available, most capture the 
flag games end in total elimi­
nation anyway. 

But in woodsball, games 
such as capture the ~ cen­
ter tlag. take over the :fbrt, at­
tack and defen~ ·and total 
elimination_ are available, 
making fOr much more action­
filled and e.xcit.iogpmes. 

Sceaariosate also a big part 
ofwoodSball play. Each year, 
a D-Day scenario is held in 
Oklahoma, where thousands 
of playeq recreate the battle 
between German and Allies. 

During the event, players 
are able to play in scenarios 
such as the Civil Wars, where 
each player must load each 
paintball at a time, or a pistol 
battle in which the players 
take on the roles of coWboys 
and turn and shoot. 

Games like these would 
never be available in 
speedball, which is why 
woodsball is beginning to at­
tract more players. These 
player-S are learning that 
woodsball requires a better 
understanding of the spOrt. 

Now, professional 
speedball players like Ollie 
Lang do deserve respect, but 
in reality, if you put a 
speedball player on the same 
field as a woodsball player, · 
the woodsball player would 
come out completely un­
touched. 
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