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Injuries will not
stop these girls

Returning players step up for team

By Brittany Blanchard

Despite various set backs
including numerous injuries on
the team, the girls soccer team
is sticking to perseverance to
achieve success. -

Senior and team captain Jes-
sica Crawford said hard work
will be key throughout the sea-
son.

“There are big DVC games
we are capable of competing
in, so hopefully hard work will
pay off,” said Crawford

Head coach Julio DelReal
agrees with Crawford’s high
hopes for the season.

“I hope that the team wins at
least 12 games and will ad-
vance as far as possible in the
state tournament,” DelReal
said.

In addition to hard work,
Crawford predicts the 10 re-
turning varsity players and
their experience will continue
to play a large part in the team’s
success. ‘

DelReal said that team has

been depending heavily on cap-
tains ~ Crawford, Amy
Ackerman, Sara Kufta, and
Jamie Voelz.

“(The four) have answered
very well,” said DelReal.

If the players can consis-
tently play to the extent of their
capability, DelReal thinks the
team will be a tough one to
beat.

“Normally we play mostly
decent but there have been a
couple times the girls have
played really well and I've
been very impressed,”
DelReal said. “If we can just
get consistent in that and reach
our potential during every
game, this team will open a lot
of eyes.”

Currently the team is 1-2 in
the DVC, with upcoming con-
ference games that DelReal an-
ticipates will be competitive
and tough considering the poor
health of the team with its six
injured players.

The game versus Glenbard

Photo by Andrea Bradley

Senior Jessica Crawford steals the ball away from a Wheaton North player. Crawford is one
of the team captains and has been playing varsity for four years.

East took a particularly hard

toll on the Wildcats adding five

new injuries to the team.
DelReal is optimistic, how-

ever, regarding the future of the

soccer season.

“I had very high expecta-
tions for them going into the
season and I'm sure they shared
my expectations,” DelReal

said. “Wehit alittle slump but
fortunately, we're coming out
of it and will be ready to
achieve our goals once we get
everyone healthy.”

Seniors hope to take charge in DVC

By Andrea Bradley

With time running down
faster than the sprinters, se-
niors are appreciating their fi-
nal year of girls track.

Seniors Lauren Buscemi,
Danielle Romano, DeAnne
Fitzenreider, and Shannon
Fleming have all earned re-
spect from their coaches over

the past four years.

“Each have shown a tremen-
dous amount of growth in lead-
ership,” said coach George
Petmezas, 2

Romano, a runner since her
freshman year, will miss her
teammates the most.

“Throughout the five month

many ups and downs,” she said.
“I've met some of my best
friends on track so it'll be sad
to leave them,”
. Buscemi, who has also par-
ticipated ‘in track for four
years, agreed.

“I'm going to miss all the
times everyone hung out out-

each other’s back everyday. It
could be the worst meet but
afterwards on the bus and the
girls encourage you that tomor-
row is another day,” she said.
Coach Anthony LaRue is
happy with the performances
so far this year. Fleming, a dis-
tance runner “is running great
right now and is looking to do
well at the DVC meet,” he said.
Romano hopes to do well at

cially after the team’s success
at a meet against Wheaton
Warrenville South. -

“It’s tough to go against a
team like that,” she said about
the team with nearly 130 mem-
bers compared to the Wildcats
team of about 50. “Beating a
team when we are half of the
sizeis phenomenal.”

The Wildcats are planning
on sending runners to state later

season they see you through so

side of track. Everyone has

sectionals on May 12, espe-

in May, said LaRue.

player must load each
ballata time, ora pistol
ttle in which the players

* take on the'roles of cowboys
- and turn and shoot.
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