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Juniors Ken Klein, left, and Jim Foreman, right, push each other at practices and lead junior 
varsity teammates like sophomore Doug Selby, back. 

New members help Strengthen boys 
track team as record continues to rise 

By Leah Kuzmicz 
The boys track team may 

have started off the season 
roughly, but they are building 
up the speed necessary to be 
noticed. 

The boys started off losing 
their first two meets, but at the 
Fenton Invitational they placed 
third out of nine teams. Coach 
Paul McLeland said that there 
are many boys that have con­
tributed to the team. 

Senior George Visser, a long 
distance runner, has won all 
ofhis one and two mile races. 

Junior Ken Klein is unde-

feated at the high hurdles, and DVC is one of the most 
is a fierce competitor according competative conferences in li­
to McLeland. linois, they still believe they 

Junior Jim Foreman has been .can meet their goal. 
competing in pole vault and has Since West Chicago is host­
taken first place in almost ev- ing the DVC meet on May 26 
ery meet. Foreman hopes to go they will have a home team ad­
to state and keep on doing well vantage. 
in all of his meets. Visser, the only returning 

Junior Mike Deimling state runner, has a lot a paten­
showed what he has to offer in tial to qualify. for state, said 
all ofhis sprints and in the long McLeland. 
jump. So far, Deirnling has However, McLeland hopes 
reached 20 feet. to have more than just Visser 

The team hopes to place in compete at the state level . 
the top six of conference. Eveq more b0)1S wiJl 
though the boys know that the quality," said McLeland. 

Athlete of the Manth 

Speed earns award for VISSer 
Each month a different coach Of the six events that Visser 

will nominate an athlete for participates in, the 1600 is his 
Athlete of the Month. Boys' favorite. 
track coach Paul McLeland 
chose senior George Wsser. 

Visser is March s Athlete of 
the Month for his contribu­
tions to the indoor track team. 

By Andrea Bradley 
Senior George Visser hopes 

to continue chasing his goals 
after high school. 

Visser has participated in 
track since he was in seventh 
grade and plans to continue 
participating at either Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., or at Trinity Christian 
College in Palos Heights, next 
year. 

Visser runs the 3200 meter, 
1600, 800, 4 by 800, 4 by 400 
, and the 400. 

Photo courtesy of George Visser 
Visser is currently undefeated In the 
mile and two mile events. 

He is undefeated in the 1600 
and the 3200 race this season. 
His record for the 1600 race is 

impressive, standing at 4 min­
utes and 27 seconds. 

Visser says that his biggest 
supporters are his brothers. His 
twin brother Dan refers to 
George as a good sprinter, but 
an even better distance runner. 

Although Visser is backed by 
family support, Visser also feels 
pressured at times to win. 

"Occasionally pressure will 
get to me, but I try to relax and 
that's when I have my best 
races," said Visser. 

The team also helps to take 
pressure away from the races. 
Visser believes that members 
involved in track are "a group 
ofhard workers who know how 
to have a good time." 

Though Visser works hard in 
track, he prefers to run cross­
country in spring. 
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Coach's Comer . 
ithuanian coach 

brings spirit to team 
By Kellie Virnich 
When track coach Vaida 

Bracher accepted an athletic 
scholarship to Lewis Univer­
sity, she had no idea how 
much her life would change. 
· Bracher grew up in 
Lithuania, a country north· 
east ofPoland. She said that 
her family was "always as 
close as can be," and that 
there was never a still mo­
ment in her childhood. 

"Growing up in Lithuania 
was wonderful," said 
Bracher. "My family was 
very sporty, and I don't re­
member a time when I wasn't 
playing sports.'' 

She named her mother as 
her main inspiration athleti­
cally, saying that she was a 
great coach and motivator. 

When Bracher first came 
to the United States to run 
track for Lewis, the culture 
shock affected her almost im­
mediately. 

"Absolutely everything 
was different. The fbod vvas 
completely different, plus 
there were so many people, 
and I didn't know anyone,'' 
she citing the distance 
from her family; as a struggle 
she still deals with today. 

Bracher has found many 
aspects of her move in a 
tive light, though. She mar­
ried'Terry Bracher soon af­
ter graduation and they now 
have an 8-month-old daugh­
ter, Victoria. She tells the 
story ofhow she met her hus­
band whenever she can, and 
still finds it amusing. 

"I went into the place 

where he worked, and he had 
[the Lewis University] calen­
dar out on his desk," said 
Bracher. "The page with my 
track team was open, and he 
recognized me anlwe just 
started talking." 

Her love for track has also 
granted her a job at the school 
teaching girls both indoor 
and outdoor track. This is 
Bracher's first year at CHS, 
though she applied to coach 
the boys team last year, she 
became pregnant and de­
cided not to take the job: 

She said, "I am so happy 
that I get to coach other girls 
in something I am so devoted 
to. I love them all very 
much." 

Bracher's favorite aspect of 
coaching, she said, is teach­
ingherteamnewthings, bqt 
she hates the whining that oc­
casionally accompanies the 
hard work they put in. 

Maturity and social skills 
are ·two of the benefits of 
playing sportS, Bracher1>e­
lieves, and she said that track 
has made her into what it is 
today. 

While she feels that natu­
ral talent has a lotto do with 
success in sports, she uses the 
''practice makes perfect" 
philosophy on her players' 
and wants them to demand 
hard workout of themselves 
too. 

''Though track will always 
come first, I also play tennis. 
I am constantly trying to im­
prove my technique, and I 
want my girls to do the 
same," she said. 
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Kurtz K/assic win 
helps unite team . 
Girls events remain strong 

By Terri Molo 
Focusing on teamwork has 

paid off for the girls track team 
~s they took first place in the 
Kurtz Klassic, a competition 
between six teams. 

Senior Danielle Romano 
noticed that the teamwork 
shown throughout the races 
earned the Wildcats their first 
place finish. 

"We hav~ a lot of new girls 
this year and when we com­
bined the new talent with the 
old we came out on top," said 
Romano. 

"You can't really say one 
event did the best. Running 
events and field events are to­
tally different. We use all our 
own talents and abilities in the 
events we're good at, and with 
a lot of teamwork, we suc­
ceeded at the Kurtz Klassic," 
she added. 

Coach George Petmezas 
agrees that teamwork is impor­
tant, but believes that winning 
is not everything. 

"I really want the girls to 
have a good time, learn team 
work, and look out for each 
other," he said. 

In the beginning of the sea­
son the team did team building 
activities to help the girls bond 
and become a stronger team. 

Petmezas said, "We have a 
really strong varsity team, but 
our weakness is we don't have 

many underclassmen. Were­
ally need freshmen to join." 

Senior Lauren Buscemi is 
one of the stronger varsity 
members. She has been doing 
well in the high jump this sea­
son. 

As for sprinters, senior 
Mallory Sanzeri and junior 
'Kelly Tinnes are at the top of 
the list. Tinnes, who also runs 
the mile, recently broke her 
record resulting in a mile ran 
under six minutes. 

Practices are composed of 
stretching as a team then the 
girls branch off to do indi­
vidual workouts. 

They work on improving 
personal records, distance, 
speed, jumps, and endurance. 

The coaches want to help 
the girls work on beating per­
sonal records, finding goals to 
beat and hopefully qualifing 
someone for state. 

Senior DeAnne Pitzen­
reider is excited about the sea­
son. 

"There are a lot of new 
teammates and fun people this 
year. It's my last year on the 
team and I just want to have 
fun and help the younger girls 
get better so they can keep the 
team great," she said. "We 
have good runners and were 
trying to make it to state. It's a 
fun group and we all get 
along," she added. 
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Photo By Kayla Harris 
Senior Steve Vlasvich prepares to serve during an after school practice. Coach Kris Hasty believes Vlasvich will be a 
key blocker for the team. 

Team hopes to set new name for 
themselv~ bytaking over the DVC 

By Kayla Harris 
Tryouts have ended and the 

boys volleyball team is confi­
dent about the upcoming sea­
son. 
· Despite losing outside hitter 
Derek Jensen, who graduated 
in 2005, head coach Kris Hasty 
is excited to see what the new 
season will bring. 

Nothing but positive com­
ments was heard from the 
team. 

"We have a good mix of se­
niors and juniors. We have 
good leadership," said senior 
Eric Lindnet, defensive spe­
cialist. 

Hasty hopes to win the DVC 
conference, in which they were 

1-13 in 2005. 
"I hope they can be comp~ti­

tive in the conference. They're 
deeper in talent and everyone 
is contributing," she said. 

Senior Joel Barker, labero, 
also feels positive about the 
2006 season. · 

"We had a lot of guys play 
club this year, which really 
helps," Barker said. 

One obstacle, Hasty said, is 
the competition faced within 
the squad. 

"It depends how well the 
group can gel together as one 
team," she said. 

Senior Steve Vlasvich , op­
posite hitter, has no doubts that 
the team can unite and win this 

season. 
"The team really gets along 

and we play well together," 
Vlasvich said. 

Key players are seniors 
Brian Brewster, outside hitter, 
Ryan Foytik, setter, Lindner, 
and Vlasvich. 

"Steve will definitely be a 
key blocker for the team," 
Hasty said . 

Junior Eric Sorgatz will also 
be essential for the team's suc­
cess. 

Varsity will play in their first 
tournament Friday and Satur­
day at Hoffman Estates. 

The team's first home game 
is April 6 against Glenbard 
East. 

Andie's Angle ((I I.\ 

Spring brings new hope for Chicago Cubs fans 
By Andrea Bradley fans tum to the Cubs? Their Sox. No offense guys, butl pre- Philip Knight reason to kick and Chicago hero Frank Tho-
With the MLB season near- games are simply more excit- fer to· hear when both teams them out. mas . 

ing, fans will soon find their ing. Although the voices often score, especially when I can't Since then, the Cubs lost ev- Also, the White Sox have 
way home to the north side of . Kasper and Bob Brenly can be see a homerun ball soar over ery chance to earn the World been less than impressive dur-
Chicago. obnoxious at times, they still left field. Series title. Fans believe that it ing spring training. While the 

Cubs fans will once again announce when the other team Now of course you have the was the goat·owner, William Cubs have been winning game 
stand outside of Wrigley Field Cubs announcers who some- Sianis, that sought revenge after game, the White Sox seem 
trying to find tickets to a game, times call plays the wrong way, through the form of a curse. to be blowing off the training, 
which will be sold out after the but they at least ~ake . an at- Of course the story of the acting as though none of it mat-
first two weeks of th·e season. tempt to announce the games goat is nothing more than a ters. 

No matter how many World correctly. scapegoat itself, but it does not Guillen w'as even forced to 
Series titles the Sox may win, The announcers are not the stop Cubs fans from waiting for yell at the team on a television 
most Chicagoans will still only reason why more people the day that the curse of the broadcast for their lousy play-
bleed Cubby Blue. decide each year to wear blue goat will be broken. ing. He told the players the.y 

After the 16-1 season of the and red. The stories of the bad The anticipation of a World needed to get their_ act togethet; 
White Sox, Cubs fans started luck brought to Chicago in the Series title is strong enough to · Like always, the Cubs are 
cheering for the south side, but form of a goat have Cubs fans win back the Cubs for the 97th already showing off their heart 
still, after 97 years of endless scores. They are impartial to believing that they.are cheer- year in a row. for the game, gaining attention 
hope, fans are headed back to the other team. When they ing for the underdogs. Not to mention, many of the from fans who have started to 
Wrigley. talk, they rarely refer to the According to the myth, a reasons why the Cubs turned lose hope. 

Although the Cubs may have Cubs as "us" or "we", they man and his goat were kicked to the White Sox are due to the Although the Sox did gain 
not won a World Series since simply call them the Chicago out of the stadium during the White Sox themselves. fans, and their attendance is 
1908, 40,000 fans continue to Cubs. fourth game in the 1945 World White Sox manager Ozzie predicted to go up this year, the 
fill Wrigley Field every game, As for Ken· Harrelson · and Series in Chicago. Apparently Guillen lost fans over the base- Cubs fans will remain the rna-
every season. Darrin Jackson, the only thing the man and his goat smelled, ball break with rude comments jority in Chicago until ~e Cubs 

So why do so many baseball they can focus on is the White giving the owner of the Cubs, about former White Sox player begin to lose their excitement. 
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