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Photo courtesy of wheatonwesthockey.com 
Students from the Wheaton-West co-op ice hockey team practice at Center Ice of DuPage. 
Wheaton North player Luke Scheffler gets ready for an important face-off. 

Loatl high schools unite 
to daminate ice rink 

By Sabrina Potirala 
Tough competition isn't 

preventing Wheaton West's 
combined hockey team from 
hitting the ice hard. 

"We are up against a lot of 
tough teams this time 
around," said JV player fresh­
man Shane Smith. 

The team's members in­
clude students from West Chi­
cago, Wheaton North, and 
Wheaton Academy. 

Head coach Matt Kasper 
feels that the team can im­
prove their skills by under­
standing the game as well as 
continuously practicing their 
offensive and defensive plays. 

The team meets every 
Monday and alternating Tues­
day at the Center Ice of 

DuPage in West Chicago to 
practice the drills that will be 
used in the next game. 

The junior varsity team 
meets .one hour prior to the 
game and the varsity team 
meets 75 minutes prior to the 
game. 

The goal is that the players 
have enough time to do warm 
ups and off the ice drills," said 
public relations coordinator 
Teri Brown. Kasper's methods 
seem to be paying off with a 
varsity team record of 5-4-1 , 
as well as a JV record of 4-6. 

"Hockey is a rewarding sport 
that can help teach leadership, 
character and decision mak­
ing," said Kasper. 

Varsity player, junior Derek 
Soutar, feels that no matter how 

Athlete of the Month 

discouraged someone gets 
while playing hockey, they 
should never give up hope. 

"You should never ever stop 
working towards any of your 
goals," said Soutar. "It will all 
pay off in the end." 

Varsity's schedule consists of 
a Saturday game versus 
Lockport/ Minooka at Center 
Ice and a Sunday game versus 
Lake Park. N's next game will 
also be played on Saturday ver­
sus Lincolnway Central as well 
as a game Sunday versus 
Marist. 

If an individual is looking to 
try out for the team, next sea­
son tryouts will be held in Au­
gust. Wheaton West's season 
runs from September until 
March. 

Award given for remarkable talent 
(Each month a different 

coach will nominate an athlete 
.,[O.(..Athlet.e of.the Month. 
Head basketball coach Kevin 
Gimre selected Dennis Rocha 
for December.) 

By Brittany Blanchard 
Dennis Rocha ts 

December's Athlete of the 
Month for his contributions 
and outstanding leadership on 
the basketball team. 

"Dennis has been a team 
leader in practice as well as 
games and has been working 
hard to help the team in as 
many ways as he can," said 
coach Kevin Gimre. 

Rocha has been involved 
with Wildcat basketball 
throughout his high school ca­
reer and currently serves as the 
varsity team's shooting guard. 

Today, Rocha only competi-

tively participates in basketball 
but was involved in football, 
baseball, and swimming when 
he was younger. 

Enjoying the fast pace of the 
game, Rocha loves basketball. 

Photo courtesy of Dennis Rocha 
Rocha plans to attend the Uni­
versity of Illinois next year. 

"(My favorite part of basket­
ball) is trying to dunk on fast 
breaks," Rocha said. 

Although Rocha is working 
hard to prosper this season and 
is optimistic regarding the · 
team's potential, his favorite 
memory involving basketball 
is attributed to last season. 

"I'll never forget beating 
West Aurora twice last year in 
the same week," Rocha said . 
"The feeling of those victories 
will always stay with me." 

"(My biggest inspiration in 
basketball) is Dee Brown be­
cause he was the littlest player 
on a national championship 
team," Rocha said. 

Rocha will become much 
closer to this basketball icon as 
he is attending the University 
oflllinois next year as a chem­
istry major. 
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Girls rebolllld after llllex ""'~~~loss to Glenbard 
With only two seniors on the 
team, the juniors step it up 

Photo by Andrea Bradley 

Junior Katie Norton warms up before the game. Norton hopes 
the team can work together to beat Naperville Central. 

By Julie Youngwith 
Despite the lack of seniors, 

the girls basketball team hopes 
to shoot for victory this season. 

41We relied mostly on the se­
niors last year, but this year the 
juniors really have to step it up 
and control the paint a little 
more," said Wallner. 

The team has four returning 
players including senior Jessica 
Crawford, and juniors Kelsey 
Monroe, KateN orton and Me­
lissa Olsen. 

This year's newcomers are 
senior Kelly Mateas, juniors 
Jordan Hall and Kristin 
Grimm, and sophomore Kayla 
Radloff. 

The starters are Crawford as 
. shooting guard, Monroe as 

point guard, Olsen as power 
forward, Mateas as shooting 
guard and Norton as center. 

The girls currently have a 
record of 4-3, and a 0-I confer­
ence record. 

Dancers continue to prepare for the show, 
taking all of the steps in the right direction 

By Andrea Bradley 
Dance: Is it in you? Well, it is 

in all 32 dancers in dance pro­
duction, and it is also the name 
of the 2006 dance production 
show. 

The production will take place 
on Jan. I9 and 21 and will cost 
$2 per person. 

Each year during first semes­
ter, the dance production class 
practices everyday in hopes to 
pull off a an entertaining show. 

The dancers do all the work 
to create the show, including the 
choreography to their songs, 
light work, and costumes. 

"My favorite part (of the 

By Andrea Bradley 
First the White Sox, now 

the Bears?Ulicago teams are 
taking control. 

Chicago teamS are stepping 
it up, and giving their fans ex-
actly what they want, wins. 

This season, the team head-
lining major Chicago-land 
newspapers is the Bears. 

It's been a defining year for 
our Chicago heroes, and still, 
many can only manage to 
whimper out the name of 
Brian Urlacher. 

Not that supporting our 
teams is a bad thing. but it gets 
a little obnoxious when these 
"true" fims cheerfortheBears, 
but end up only cheering for 

show) is seeing the creativity 
of the choreography that the 
students came up with and 
helping them to make adjust­
ments to make it the best dance 
that it can be," said instructor 
Helen Zrnrhal. 

This year's finale will be to 
41Call Me" by Blondie. 

During the dance, each grade 
is highlighted during a part of 
the song where the dancers 
will wear shirts with their 
phone numbers written on the 
back. 

The audience can look for­
ward to dances to variety of 
songs from "It's Raining Men" 

one player. 
Although U rlacher is an 

amazing player, these new fans 
need to realize that he is not 
the only person carrying the 

team to victory. 
The entire defense is ranked 

at number one in the NFL, and 
there is more to the defense 
than just Urlacher. 

to "Kung-FuFighting" to "100 
Years" . 

There are also separate songs 
to emphasize each grades talent. 

Since all girls must create a 
solo, duet, or a trio for a grade, 
these dances will also be pre­
sented during the show. 

"I think we're going to have a 
really good show this year," said 
senior Maria Espinoza. "We 
have so many talented dancers." 

Each dancer must try out for 
the class, with Zmrhal. 

Dancers are chosen by 
Zrnrhal and graudating seniors 
on their dance knowledge and 
technique. 

Take Nathan Vasher for ex-
ample. In a recent victory over 
the Green Bay Packers, the left 
cornerback scored the only 
touchdown for the Bears dur-
ing the game, from defense. 

No offense to the big guy, but 
I believe that name was 
Tillman, not Urlacher. 

Another honorable mention 
in the big rivalry game is 
Charles Tillman, intercepting 
a ball and turning the game 
around right before halftime. 

These are amazing plays by 
people other than Urlacher. 

Not only is the defense mak-
ing amazing plays, but the of-
fense is doing well too. 

Although Bears' quarterback 

The team lost to Glenbard 
North Nov. 2 9. The team 
stayed in control of the game 
for the first three quarters, 
leading by II points , but 
ended up losing the game 32-
35 in the last quarter. 

But the team rebounded 
Nov. 8 when they won 66-42 
against Glenbard East. 

"It was a pretty tough 
game," said Wallner. "We lost 
to a team that we weren't ex­
pecting to lose to." 

Despite their unexpected 
loss, Wallner and her team 
have good expectations for the 
team this year, and are work­
ing to improve even more. 

"We need consistent efforts 
and results from the returning 
players. If we get that then we . 
will get positive result," said 
Wallner. 

Last year the team won 18 
games and this year they are 
trying to surpass that mark. 

"This year we want to try to 
be competitive in conference. 
Hopefully we can be one of the 
top two or three teams," said 
Crawford. 

At practice the team works 
on trying to control and con­
tain the three-second lane, 
which had proven to be a weak­
ness for them so far. However, 
their excellent defense proves 
to be a huge strength as it con­
sistently holds the team. 

"We should be pretty good 
this year if we learn to play to­
gether," said Norton. 

Wallner says the team needs 
to work on getting more con­
sistent with their offense and 
taking advantage of more 
fast breaks . 

One of the team's personal 
goals is to win against 
Naperville Central on Feb. 9 
because they have consistently 
lost to them in the past and 
would like to defeat them. 

Freshman Rachel Molinaro and CarissaGouskos rehearse 
their dance for the dance production show, "Dance: Is it in 
you? 

Kyle Orton is not the best quar- cago. 
terback in the league, he is in a There is so much more to the 
tie for second place for most Bears than Brian Urlacher. 
wins in a season by a rookie. Once again, he is a great player, 

He is doing exactly what the and his name is behind a few 
team wants him to do. great plays, but he is not the 

Along with Orton, other of- only one on the team. 
fensive players have been rack- The d.c.fen5.'- does in fa.a.g 
ing up great statistics too. A team does not win with 

Wide receivers Muhsin one player, which is why is it 
Muhammed, and Bobby called a team_ 
Wade have some great catches A team learns to work to-
to their name. gether to make great plays, 

Let's not forget running which is exictlywhatthe Bears 
back Thomas Jones. Some- are doing. 
how, he can always find the So next time you sit down 
holes for solid yards. and watch the game, pay atten-

All of these players deserve tion to everyone. It's amazing 
honorable mention from their to see just what the Bears will 
so-called die-hard fans in Chi- pull off as a team. 
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