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Confidence propels team as it seeks to use same , 
combination of skills that won them 

By Julie Youngwith 
Varsity soccer players hope 

to score this season with a re­
peat conference championship. 

That goal is in sight gjven the 
team's 12 victories. 

The team finished second in 
conference this year, following 
Naperville North. 

Many of the players are ex­
cited about pl(J.yoffs and hope 
that the ·team can compete at 
state. 

"We feel like we can com­
pete with any team in our con­
ference," said senior Jose Villa. 

Brugmann would like to see 
the team be one of the eight 
teams to play at the state level. 

Last year the team lost their 
chance to play in state to 
Geneva. 

"There's no reason we 
should have lost and we would 
take back that game in a sec­
ond if we could," said 
Brugmann. 

The team is comfortable in 
the back and middle part of the 
field, but get anxious in the 
front. 

"They need more compo­
sure," said Brugmann. 

Brugmann said the games 
they have lost this season were 
games they should have won. 

"Working on control and 
developing the leadership are 

two ways to bring in more 
wins," said Brugmann. 

''The leadership this year has 
been the best I've seen· in all 
my years of coaching," said 
Brugmann. 

The captains are seniors 
Villa, Paul Reyes and Ignacio 
Correa.The new turf on the 
field also raised spirits. 

"The field plays well for 
passing and we are a good pass­
ing team so it works to our ad­
vantage," said Brugmann. 

Due to last year's successful . 
season, the soccer program has 
grown significantly to about 
I 00, 30 players more than last 
year. 

Athlete of the Manth 
Travis Saville leads varsity football team 
by playing on both sides of the ball 

(Each month a coach will Which sport do you en-
nominate an Athlete of the · joy the most? 
Month. Head football coach I'd have to say football be-
Bob Stone selected Travis 
Saville for October.) 

By Brittany Blanchard 
Travis Saville is October's 

Athlete of the Month for his 
contributions to the football 
team. 

"Travis is one of our captains 
and has been consistently our 
best player, " said coach Stone. 

What is your position 
on the football team? 

Linebacker, number 48 Photo by Andrea Bradley 

How many years have Travis Saville was homecom­
you been im:olved in the · ing king. Also pictured is the 
sport? queen, Lauren Buscemi. 

Four years. 
What do you enjoy most 

about football? 
The camaraderie. 

. 
cause there is no other feeling 
like being under Friday night 
lights. 

Who is your biggest in­
spiratio.n? 

My dad because he always 
pushes me to do my best. 

What plans do you have 
after high school? 

I plan on going to college 
and hopefully playing foot-
ball. · 

What is your best 
sports memory? 

Hitting three homeruns in 
my first freshman baseball 
game. 

What coaches. have 
helped you achieve your 
goals throughout high 
school? 

Definitely Coach Walters 
because he's never given up on 
me. and he's always there to 
correct me on something if I 

• do it wrong. 
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From Tonga to tennis: 
·The life of Sione Moeaki 

By Kellie Virnich him to stay permanently. 
From the tiny island of Heenjoysworkingwithteen-

Tonga to the suburbs of Chi- agers because he wants to help 
cago, tennis coach Sione prepare them for the next step 
Moeaki left his family behind in their lives, whether it is edu­
for an education, a job, and bet- cation, a career, or a family. 
ter opportunities for his chil- He said, "I feel that part of 
dren. the responsibility of my job, 

Moeaki grew up in Tonga, a both as a dean's assistant and a 
group of islands in the South coach, is to share life lessons I 
Pacific between Australia and have learned with my stu-
New Zealand, with seven dents." · 
brothers and three sisters. Tennis gives Moeaki a good 

((It was a lot of fun being in opportunity to teach, he said, 
such a big family," he said. becauseitemphasizesthemen­
"We were, and still are, very · tal aspect of sports as well as 
close, even though they live far the physical part. He feels that 
away." the game teaches athletes how 

Only knowing a bit of En- to think on their feet, and make 
glish, Moeaki left his home for the right choices. He relates 
Hawaii to attend college at tennis to life when talking to 
Brigham Young University in his team, and passes on his 
Laie, Hawaii. Thisiswherehe knowledge, not only about 
began playing tennis formally, technique, but about education, 
though he had played for fun goals, and commitment. 
his whole life. He has raised his kids to play 

The biggest culture shock sports too, as-well as study and 
for him was the language, work hard for what they want 
though the school placed him to accomplish. After 21 years 
in classes taught in English working at the school, he has 
only months after he arrived. seen all the difference that dedi-

" Everything was different; · cation can make in someone's 
the food, the people I was life. 
around, and especially the Ian- Having to balance studying 
guage, they were all new things for his degree, two jobs, and 
I had to get used to if I was four kids, Moeaki learned early 
going to be successful in this to appreciate how difficult .it 
country," Moeaki said. must have been for his own 

Moeaki met his wife, also a parents to raise him and his sib­
Tongan, in college, and to- lings. 
gether they traveled to the "I absolutely idolize my par­
mainland with their young ents. It was hard to leave them, 
children to find jobs. He be- but I knew that this was a good 
gan at Cqmmunity High country to live in and raise a 
School as a substitute teacher, family. You just have to be will­
and said that it was Principal ing to work hard to get to your 
JohnHighlandwhoconvinced goals," saidMoeaki. 

Photo by_ Julie Youngwlth 

Tennis coach and dean's assistant Sione Moeaki. 
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Despite young players, 
team moves fotward 
Confidence builds as season moves on 

By Brittany Blanchard • toworl\onrunningthrough the 
The girls volleyball team ball because we let too many 

served up respectable compe- balls drop by constantly div-
tition in the DVC this season. ing." 

Captain'SaraKufta says that As the team was made up of 
the team of only two returning II players, nine who were new 
varsity players .just wan.ted to to varsity, there was a lot of 

· do their best. learning and a lot of bonding 
"We were a young team this between the team. 

yearbutweworkedreallyhard "We had a lot of fun to­
to put up a good fight within gether this season," said Kufta. 
the DVC," said Kufta. "I can't remember ever being 

The team practiced daily for on a team where the girls got 
two hours, attended a camp in along as the volleyball team 
the summer, and some even did this year." 
decided to play club volleyball The team played their big­
in preparation for this season. gest rival, Wheato~ North, on 

According to Kufta, their Tuesday for their Senior Night. 
outstanding effort paid off but The girls say they like to play 
there will always be room for the Falcons so much because 
improvement. they know so many of their 

"We're all pretty short but players from club teams and 
our hitting and passing was the games always promise to 
generally pretty · on," said be very competitive and enter­
Kufta. "But we usually needed taining. 
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Photo by Ellyn Fortino 
Accurate hitting and passing has helped the volleyball team succeed. Junior Courtney Antczak 

· positions herself to bump the ball away from her side. 

Clock counts down for team as regional competition approaches 
Runners max out their abilities to 
obtain personal bests during meets 

By Sabrina Potirala 
Boys cross country is head­

ing to sectionals, a goal that 
they have been training hard 
for. 

In order to stay in shape for 
. the season, the boys ran from 

anywhere between 500 to 700 
miles over the summer. 

The ha!d work pays off, es­
pecially when it comes down 
to performing at invites. 
The team placed first out of 
three teams at Kaneland, sixth 
out of 16 teams at Crystal 
Lake, and 13th out of 33 teams 
in Wauconda. 

The team has also attended 

meets at Peoria, Notre Dame, 
Glenbard North, Bartlett, 
Lisle: Cornrnunity Park, and 
Benet Academy, where they 
have consistently placed in the 
top half of every meet. 

"They put their all into ev­
ery meet they run and areal­
ways maxing out their abili­
ties," said coach Paul 
McLeland. 

McLeland feels that the 
team has been on the right track 

to success. 
"Some of the runners have 

achieved their personal best, 
but they are still working 
hard," said McLeland. 

· McLeland hopes that the boys 
will be able to improve their 
running skills before the re­
gional conference meet, which 
takes place Thursday, in order 
to place well and make it to 
state. 

Senior Andy Lane believes 

that having at least one state 
qualifier is a realistic goal. 

"I have just over a minute to 
cut off my time, but if I keep 
working hard I believe that it 
is possible," said Lane. 

With all the training the team 
does, it is clear that cross coun­
try is not a spectator sport. 

"They work hard. Cross 
country is not a sport that you 
can just watch from the side­
line," said McLeland. 

Anilie''sAngle .. 

OwnerS in the MLB make decisions to let team 
managers go, their reasons· are far from justified · .. 

By Andrea Bradley 
As the Major League Base­

hall season comes to an end, 
franchise owners are not hesi­
tating to fire managers and gen­
eral managers. 

·Why ate these fast paced 
owners so eager to let go of 
their managers? 

The owners blame their sea­
sons on the managet;u the sea­
son is bad. 

On the other band, if their 
team had ~n amazing season, 
they take all of the praise. 

Oners need to stop putting 
everything that has gone wrong 
with a season on the managers. 
rrbe fdult needs to be put On the 
ow;ners themselves. 

The owner is the one mak· 
ing key decisions for the team. 
R~ a major league fran­

chise is risky, but the more 
riskS an owner makes, the bet-

ter the chance of having a 
World Series winning team. 

Take Yankees owner George 
Steinbre~ner. He spends 
money to have players like 
Derek Jeter, Alex Rodriguez, 
and Gary Sheffield. These 
players are moneymakerplay-

ers alone. Big name players are 
what attract fans into the 
ballparks. 

Teams like the Detroit Ti­
gers, who h(\.ve recently fired 
manager Alan Trammell, do 

not spend enough money on level. 
their players. Owners are not the only ones 

Owner Micheal flitch does· who have to take a share of the 
not take the kind of risk other blame. 
owners are willing to make. 
Therefore, he does not obtain 
the better players and remains 
without a World Series title for 
another year. 

Same goes for the Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays, who recently fired 
manager Lou Piniella. 

Although these teams have 
good players, the owners refuse 
to take the risk of high budget 
spending. 

Eve_n though risk is notal­
ways the smartest thing, they 
need to come to tenns to the 
fact that part of the reison.why 
their teams do not do as well as 
the Boston Red Sox is partly 
blamed on them. 

Team owners need to take 
their franchises to the next 

. Players need to take there­
sponsibilitY of a losing season 
as well. They are the ones who 
are out on the field doing what 
they are paid to do. 

If they win, they should win 
as a team, managers and own­
ers included, but if-they lose, 
they must lose as a team as well. 

There needs to be no more 
putting a win on a single 
player. 

If Cubs player Derek Lee 
hits in the only run of the game, 
he cannot be considered the 
single person to win the game. 

People tend to forget about 
the guy who got into scoring 
position in the first place. With­
out him, Lee would not have · 

"been a game winner. 

Teams like this year's White 
· Sox are playing more like a 
team, but somehow manager 
Ozzie GUillen gets the atten­
tion. Guillen's coaching is not 
what led the players tto the 
World Series. 

It was the players who 
worked hard to get to where 
they wanted to be. 

Still, Guillen gets the praise. 
VVhathappensifthescenario 
is reversed? 

Guillen could risk being 
fired from his job. He could 
have kept the same coaching 
tactics and his players could 
have given up early in the sea: 
son, but he wotild be the one to 
blame. 

Fans and owners need to stop 
putting the blame on one spe­
cific person. Fans need to. re­
member the age-old eJq)ression 
"There is no I in team." 
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