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Foreign exchange students 
• t " ... 

experiencing life in a new country 
German host families offer 
·hospitality that make 
people feel like· kings 

By Cristina Sarnelli From June 17 to July 8, se­
When it comes to hospital- niors David Kelsey, Megan 

ity, having a good time, and giv- Larson, Raleigh Moreno, and 
ing students ·a taste of a differ- Eric Wiechert; juniors Tim 
ent culture, the Germans know Kirincir, Ed Ford, Danny 
best; according to students and Rizzo, Brad Rathe, Merrick 
teachers who went on the Ger- Doll, and Scott Lichtfuss. 
man exchange trip during sum- Former student Josh Lindquist 
mer. and teachers Kristina Mallon 

In the program, students and Jeanne Poe traveled to 
travel to Germany to get a taste Gunienha us en, Germany 
of what life is like there. where they met their exchange 

They were also able to expe- . families and lived with them. 
rience life as a German teen- ·Mallon became a chaperone 
ager, according to 'Terry after she heard anothersuper­
Strohm, one of the German visor for the trip was needed. · 
teachers who helped to orga- She decided it was the perfect 
nize the trip for German stu- opportunity to visit Germany. 

, dents. "I love the German culture 

((German hospitality 
is incredible, so we 
have big shoes to 
fill. JJ 

- Terry Strohm 

and thought it would be a re­
ally good experience to go with 
students," she said.· 

One of the things that 
Wiechert remembers most 
about the trip was walking off 
the plane into the airport wait­
ing area after they landed in 
Germany. 

there was a surprise 
because our hosts were at the 

· airport, and we didn't know 
they were going to be there," 
he said. 

While there, the students at­
tended school and did presen­
tations. The school also took 
them on field trips to 1\4unich 
and the Alps. Students also vis­
ited cities in such as 
Neuschwanstein,Gunzen­
hausen,Wurtzburg, Nurnberg, 
andDachau. 

Mcillon said the group went 
into town where there was an 
open market on Thursdays . 
. While they were there, they 
bought supplies for a picnic 
that they had later that same 
day. 

Mallon also said that she en­
joyed taking sunrise hikes up 
the mountains on the outskirts 
ofOberammergau. 

"Although the sunrise was 
not as colorful as I had hoped, 
the views of the and 

Photo courtsey of Terry Strohm 

One ofthe many sights that the students visited was the Neuschwanstein castle in the Bavar­
ian Alps. The castle was built for Louis II. 

Photo courtsey of Terry Strohm 

The English Gardens in Munich is one of the most popular 
alongside the river lsar in Germany. This is one of the many 
places where the students 

town were just beautiful," 
Mallon said. 

Although Mallon has been to 
Germany before, she was still 
able many things fiom 
the trip. 

"I have been to Germany 
numerous times, as my father 
is a German immigrant. How­
ever; I learned that they use 
different words for common 
things such as rolls in southern 
Germany than in western Ger­
many, where I usually visit," 
said Mallon. 

While the group did many 
activities together, the hosts 
also took the students out on 
their own time to some of their 
favorite spots. 

"Most of the time was spent 
with host families, and each 
family d.id different activities 
with the students on the week­
ends," Mallon said. 

These activities included 
visiting family or going into 
town to shop and buying mate­
rials or souvenirs. 

"We went sailing and to a 
Renaissance fair. We would go 
into town to hang out with 
friends or grab some ice-cream. 

We also would meet other rela­
tives of the hosts," Wiechert 
said. 

((The views of 
the mountains 
and town were 
just beautiful. " 
-Kristina Mallon 

As for hospitality, Wiechert 
said, "I really liked how the 
hosts treated you like a king. 
They were constantly asking if 
you needed or wanted any­
thing." 

Strohm also agreed that Ger­
man hospitality was incred­
ible. She also said she hopes 
that the school will be just as 
welcoming when the German _ 
students come to West Chi­
cago in April. This would help 
to mark the 25th anniversciry of 
the German pro­
gram. 

"German hospitality is in­
credible, so we have big shoes 
to fill," Strohm said. 
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FBLA hopes to strengthen team 
By Julie Youngwith 
Several students. word pro­

cessed and networked their 
way to the FBLA nationals in · 
Orlando in June. · 

Ten students attended differ-
. ent workshops and competi­
tions June 23-28 while the ad­
visers attended m~etings to 
learn how to help the FBLA 
chapter grow and improve. 

Senior Chris Jelen and 
graduate Heidi Colliander · 
competed in partnership with 
business; junior Joe 
Majchrowski in word process­
ing I; junior Ashley Conway in · 
introduction to parliamentary 
procedures, senior Ryan Pinto 
in JAVA progra~g; gradu­
ate Jeff Cisowski in business 
law; graduates Megan 
Andracki and Alyssa Claude in 
emerging business issues; and 
graduate Nick Kuras in net­
working concepts. 

Amy Axelrod, incoming Il­
linois State Treasurer, and ad- · 
visers Nancy Blume and Maria 
Wirth als·o attended the confer­
ence which consisted of over 

·40 different events. 
The events included mul­

tiple choice tests, computer 
skills, speeches and job inter­
views. 

This year w:.as the first time 
in four years that a Community 
High School student did not 
place at na~onals. 

41Some schools had one del-
. egate while others had 20 so it 

is hard to compare how our 
schools did to the others," said 
Axelrod. 

Students prepared for events 
by studying and taking sample 
tes~. The tests showed the stu­
dents what they needed to im­
prove on before competitions. 

FBLA members also had the 
opportunity to elect the na­
tional officer team and helped 
the Illinois officers promote 
the northern chapter ofFBLA. 

The club suffered a big loss 
when 27 out of 45 FBLA mem­
bers graduated in June, so the 
club is eagerly recruiti~g new 
rri.embers. 

uwe especially need fresh­
men because there are certain 

events that only they can par­
ticipate in, so we are at a .dis­
advantage if there are no 
freshmen," said Axelrod. 

Axelrod encourages any­
one who is interested in 
FBLA to attend meetings ev­
ery second and fourth Thurs~ 

_day at 7:15a.m. in room 198. 
~'FBLA is for anyone who 

wants a step ahead in their ca­
reer and to learn leadership 
skills for the future," said 
Axelrod. 

FBLA is involved in many 
fundraisers included a car 
wash on Saturday and the up­
coming variety show on Oct. 
27 and 28. 

FBLA also is involved with 
many community service 
projects such as March of 
Dimes and Adopt -a-Family. . 

On Oct. 13, FBLA and 
business students are invited 
to join the West Chicago and ·· 
Winfield Chamber of Com-

. merce for breakfast. Students 
will have the opportunity to 
n.etwork with commerce 
members. 

· . · Photo courtesy of Maria Wirth 
FBLA members attended nationals in Orlando. Traveling to Florida were (back), Nick Kuras, 
Joe Majchrowski, Heidi Colliander, Ryan Pinto, Chris Jelen, Jeff Cisowski, (front) Amy Axelrod, 
Alyssa Claude, Megan Andrack~, and Ashley Conway. 

11 

College COlumn .. ~ 
Seniors begin to narrow down ~ollege · 
choices by sending early applications. 
. By Kellle Vlmlch into. · 

· No~ only the. beginning of Bridges also advised selriors 
the end for high school se- to visit as many of the cam­
niors, September is also the · puses as possible, even if it is 
month where students plan- just a Virtual visit throUgh the 
ningongoingto college should . computer. · · · 
begin their application pro- 7 ~iYou wouldn't buy a:· car 
cess. wtthout seeing it, and you11 

The first step is narrowing probably be spending at least 
down the. list of colleges ·or . ·, four years ofyour life at what­
universities they woUld con- ever college you piCk/' .said 
sider attendirig. They should Bridges. · 
comparetheirchoicesonline, Counselors .met with. se­
arrange for visits to the cam- niors Wednesday to guide 
puses, and, once they have , them in the applicatio,!l P!~ 
limited their prospectiye cess, and will meet with Stu• 
choices to five at the most, dents indiVidually in the up-
they should start applying "com.Uig weeks. . 
right away. Counselors encourage stu-
. Head coanselor Maura dents to discuss prospective. 

Bridges urges students to start schools with friends and fam­
applying as soon a.S possible, ily, but to make the ultimate 
so that they are not rushing decision on where to go to col­
around in December and lege alone. A school that one 
January, the deadlitie for most person absolutley adores 
universities, trying to get ap~ might be a bad fit for his or 
plications and transcripts in her best friend. 
on time. 11Don'tpickaschooljust be-

" Just do it early and get that cause your parents went there, 
hectic part of the process out or your best friend} or your 
of your way," she said. "You boyfriend. Pick it because it 
don'twanttowaituntilthelast feels right to you," Bridges 
minutetobeaskingyourcoun- , said. 
selor for your trati~pts, or She encouraged students to 
teachers and coaches for rec- use the resources provided by 
ommendacions." · the school, as well as the Dis-

Though some students may cover program. She also sug­
betemptedtoapplytoasmany gested taking a look at 
schools as possible, this is usu- . Fastweb, a site that narrows 
ally not the best option for down both colleges and schol­
them. arship according to the indi-

Not only can the applica- vidual student. 
tion costs add up, but it is time- · The school will talk to par­
consuming·, stressful, and sim- ents at Senior Parent Night on 
ply unnecessary. Oct. 5. There will also be 

Students should limit their · other opportunities for col­
college applications to five, lege-bound students to learn 
ranging from schools they, about colleges at the National 
know for sure they can get into College Fairs at Navy Pier on 
-to a school or two that might Oct. ,1 and 2, and at College 
seem like a stretch to make it ofDuPage on Oct. 20. 

Survey·:. Students I.ooking for · challenges · 
By Ellyn Fortino . lenging courses," satd head CIVIcs, but when you get to Jun- t10n. Pres~dcnt Bush, gover- are asking for change, accord-
According to teens across cou-nselor Maura Bridges. · ior .year you ?nly have the nors, employers and colle~es ingto Horatioalger.com. 

the United States over nine in "The more you know, the bet- chotce of English 3C or AP3. 
10 believe that pr~viding more . ter off you will be whe11 you There should be a middle class 
opportunities to take challeng- graduate high school." so you don't have to drop a 
ing courses would improve . · Less than one-t}:lird of ~tu- . level." 
their education, a survey finds. dents say their school sets htgh The State of Our Nation's 

The nonprofit Horatio Alger academic expectations •. and Youth analyzes . the varying 
Association, which provides most students appeal to tdeas types and levels offamily and 
college scholarships and that might add so~e hassle to peer supportAmerican youths 
mentoring to needy students, their life, such as higher ~adu- perceive, their outlook on nu- . 
issued the annual report on ation standards and addttlonal merous issues from education 
youth attitudes, the State of testing, according to the study: to social attitudes, and what 
Our Nation's Youth. The "Ithinkitwouldbealotbet- these students see as the hig-

h · diffi nt more chal gest obstacles in their lives as 2005-2006 report is a compre- ter ~vmg er~, . . . -
hensive study based·on a sur- lengmg classes, satd JUmor opposedtoobstaclesperceived 
vey of 1,005 young people be- Audrey Thar. "S?p~omore ·. by adults and educators. 
tween the ages of 13 and 19. year is better than Juruor year Improving schools has also 

"We in the counseling de- when it comes to classes be- become and urgent topic in 
partment are always encourag- cause you have English 2C ~d education, research shows 
ing students to take math, sci- 2E. Then yo~ have the chmce many students are not ready for 
ence; English, and other chal-. between toptcs and western college or work after gradua-

r t 

High school student concerns 
Crime 
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