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FBLA hopes to strengthen team

By Julie Youngwith
Several students word pro-
cessed and networked their
way to the FBLA nationals in
Orlando in June,
. Ten students attended differ-
“ent workshops and competi-
tions June 23-28 while the ad-
visers attended meetings to
learn how to help the FBLA
chapter grow and improve.
Senior Chris Jelen and
. graduate Heidi Colliander
competed in partnership with
business;  junior  Joe
Majchrowski in word process-
ing I; junior Ashley Conway in
introduction to parliamentary
procedures, senior Ryan Pinto
in JAVA programming; gradu-

*  ate Jeff Cisowski in business

law; graduates Megan

- Andrackiand Alyssa Claude in
emerging business issues; and

' graduate Nick Kuras in net-
working concepts.

Amy Axelrod, incoming II-
linois State Treasurer, and ad-
visers Nancy Blume and Maria
Wirth also attended the confer-
ence which consisted of over

40 different events.

The events included mul-
tiple choice tests, computer
skills, speeches and job inter-
views. ;

This year was the first time
in four years that a Community
High School student did not
place at nationals.

“Some schools had one del-
egate while others had 20 so it
is hard to compare how our
schools did to the others,” said
Axelrod.

Students prepared for events
by studying and taking sample
tests. The tests showed the stu-
dents what they needed to im-
prove on before competitions.

FBLA members also had the
opportunity to elect the na-
tional officer team and helped
the Illinois officers promote
the northern chapter of FBLA.

The club suffered a big loss
when 27 out of 45 FBLA mem-
bers graduated in June, so the
club is eagerly recruiting new
members. ;

“We especially need fresh-
men because there are certain

events that only they can par-
ticipate in, so we are at a dis-
advantage if there are no
freshmen,” said Axelrod.

Axelrod encourages any-
one who is interested in
FBLA to attend meetings ev-
ery second and fourth Thurs-
dayat 7:15a.m. in room 198.

“FBLA is for anyone who
wants a step ahead in their ca-
reer and to learn leadership
skills for the future,” said
Axelrod. :

FBLA isinvolved in many
fundraisers included a car
wash on Saturday and the up-
coming variety show on Oct.
27 and 28.

FBLA also is involved with
many community service
projects such as March of
Dimes and Adopt-a-Family. .

On Oct. 13, FBLA and
business students are invited

to join the West Chicago and

Winfield Chamber of Com-
merce for breakfast. Students
will have the opportunity to
network with commerce
members.
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FBLA members attended nationals in Orlando. Travelmg to Florida were (back), Nick Kuras,
Joe Majchrowski, Heidi Colliander, Ryan Pinto, Chris Jelen, Jeff Cisowski, (front) Amy Axelrod,
Alyssa Claude, Megan Andracki, and Ashley Conway.
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Survey: Students lookmg for challenges

By Ellyn Fortino
According to teens across
the United States, over nine in

10 believe that providing more .

opportunities to take challeng-
ing courses would improve
their education, a survey finds.
The nonprofit Horatio Alger
Association, which provides
college scholarships and
mentoring to needy students,
issued the annual report on
youth attitudes, the State of
Our Nation’s Youth. The
2005-2006 report is a compre-
hensive study based on a sur-
vey of 1,005 young people be-
tween the ages of 13 and 19.
“We in the counseling de-
partment are always encourag-
- ing students to take math, sci-
-ence; English, and other chal-

lenging courses,” said head

counselor Maura Bridges. -

“The more you know, the bet-
ter off you will be when you
graduate high school.”

- Less than one-third of stu--
dents say their school sets high

academic expectations, and
most students appeal to ideas
that might add some hassle to
their life, such as higher gradu-
ation standards and additional

‘testing, according to the study.

“I think it would be a lot bet-
ter having different more chal-
lenging classes,” said junior
Audrey Thar. “Sophomore
year is better than junior year
when it comes to classes be-
cause you have English 2C and
2E. Then you have the choice
between topics and western

civics, but when you get to jun-
ior year you only have the
choice of English 3C or AP3.
There should be a middle class
so you don’t have to drop a
level.” :

The State of Our Nation’s

Youth analyzes.the varying
types and levels of family and
peer support American youths

perceive; their outlook on nu- -
merous issues from education .

to social attitudes, and what
these students see as the big-
gest obstacles in their lives as
opposed to obstacles perceived
by adults and educators.
Improving schools has also
become and urgent topic in

education, research shows

many students are not ready for
college or work after gradua-

tion. President Bush, gover-
nors, employers and colleges

are asking for change, accord-
ing to Horatioalger.com.

High school student concerns
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