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Boys tennis team tries to find its · 
place among state. contenders 

By John Jennings 
The boys tennis team has 

experienced their share of dif­
ficulties, including competing 
in what is regarded as one of 
the toughest conferences in the 
state with such powerhouses as 
Naperville North, Naperville 
Central, and Wheato-n­
Warrenville South. 

With a record of 0-8 in DVC 
and about a ,500 record out of 
conference, the team feels that 
they played well overall, but 
need to do better in conference. 

· Varsity player Jeff Cisowski 
characterized the season as one 
for rebuilding. 

"This year was a rebuilding 
year for our team. Many of 
the team's top are se­
niors and will be moving on 
next year, so the team focused 
on rebuilding and getting tal­
ented pia yers into the pro­
gram," Cisowski said. 

A positive attitude and dedi­
cation to the sport helped the 
ream at matches. 

"Our strengths this season 
was our attitude towards play­
ing the games," said varsity 
player Jeff Burgess. 

Ct ow · agreed by saying 
the team was fun ofhard work-

ers who were tenacious and 
had a goo4 attitude. 

The high point of the season 
came when the team defended 
their home court by taking first 
place in a tournament held at 
home against Montini, Lisle, 
and Dundee Crown. 

The competitive seasons 
helped some team members 
acheive their best season. 

Burgess said, "It was my best 
season yet. I won mqre · 
matches this season than I ever 
have, and I had a lot of com­
petitive matches against good, 
state-ranked opponents." 

The same held true· for 
Cisowski who felt his serve had 
dramatically improved. In 
addition, he felt the. season was 
successful. "With what we 
had, we did very well. The 
season was productive and my 
skills have increased the most,, 
he said. 

Both Cisowski and Burgess 
felt the team was hurt by a lack 
of off-season training in the 
form of private lessons. 

"We were untrained, or we 
had a lack of formal training. 
We didn't take lessons in the 
off-season and were therefore 
not being coached," said 

Cisowski. 
Burgess agreed saying that if 

he could go back he would have 
played more tennis outside of 
the tennis team and would have 
liked to take lessons during the 
off-season. 

Even though the team had 
many trials over the course of 
the year, the season was fun. 

"This year was one of the 
best yet. Our team has fun with 
each match and we take pride 
in winning and having fun," 
said Burgess. 

Photo by Lauren Krage 
Eric Gotkowski, one of the experienced seniors, lead the 
tennis team with the top record. 

State competition mee5 expectations 
By Lauren Krage 
Senior Ashley Egert and jun­

ior Kelsey Lesniak met their 
ultimate goal for the badmin­
ton season: competing at the 
state competition on May 14. 

Though neither played in.the 
finals, Egert made it to the third 
round and Lesniak to the sec­
ond. 

"It was harder than I ex­
pected," said Lesniak, though 
she ws excited to make as far 
as she did. Next year, she 
hopes to make it to_ the third 
round. 

Overall, the results of the 
season as a team were mixed. 
They did not win any DVC 
matches, but the goal of team 
improvement was met. 

"Everyone improved a lot as 
a team," Eger:t said. 

At the end of the regular sea­
son, the badminton team chal­
lenged people in the schoo1 to 
a match for the Badminton 
Challenge. It turns out that no 
one was able to beat the bad­
minton girls. 

Athlete of the Month 

Young stars learn 1he 
·meaning of success 
Despite sending no one to state, girls 
track looks to the future for improved 
motivation and team 

of the Tiger' and special routine By Lauren Krage 
After placing eighth in the 

DVC and failing to send any­
one to state, Lady Wildcat 
track is looking to the future 
for improvement as a-team. 

help pump soccer. player Mary Hatms 
as she psyches for gJllles 

"When the younger team 
members were at sectionals, 
they really saw what it means 
to qualify for state," said coach 
Katerina Claiborne. "They 
came out of the meet really fa-Hanns plans to play soccer atAugustana CoUege · 

By Doug Sieder 
Mary Harms has been 

lected Athlete of the Month 
for her accomplishments in 
soccer. 

Who inspired you the most 
during the year? 

My club coach, Conga, in­
spires me the most He al­
ways pushes me to play to the 
best of my ability and encour­
ages me to continue to grow 
as a player. 

What plans do you have af· 
ter high school not related to 
sports? 

I . plan on 'going to 
Augustana College and major 
in biology to beome.a physi­
cal therapist. 

Do you plan on playlog any 
sports after high school? 

I plan on playing on the 
women's soccer team at 
Augustana College next year. 

how did they he1p you? cused and motivated to go into 
Cesar Gomez has helped me next year with higher expecta­

all through high school by tions." 
pushing me harder than I ever Two girls, senior Megan 
thought I could go so I could Forbrook and junior Abby 
becomeabetterplayer. Hehas Cole, earned the only two 
beenanamazingcoachand:Qas points for the Wildcats at the 
helped me achieve the goals . sectional meet on May 13 by 
I've set for myself throughout placing sixth in their respective 
high school. events. Forbrookjumped 5 feet 

How many years have you in the high jump, and Cole 
been Involved In soccer? jumped 33 feet, 8 inches in the 

What. Is your best sports 13 years. triple jump. 
memory? What Is your favorite sport Forbrook missed the state 
. Going to Brazil to play soc- other than soccer? ' cut by only one high jump at-
cerwith my team and winning College tempt. "It's really disappoint-
threeon three nationals Do you do anything special ing to miss state by one at-
. What has been the best part before each game? tempt," she said. 
about soccer? I have a routine I have to go Claiborne attributed the lack 

The bonding between your through before each game. I of team success at sectionals to 
teammates and just being able put my socks, shinguards,.and the fact that the meet was so 
to play the game. shoes on in a certain way. Be- large and full of highly com­

What coaches have helped fore I warm up, I listen to "Eye petitive schools. . 
you achieve your goals of the Tiger" as my pump up "To score well at a big meet 
throughout high school, and song, then I'm ready to play. like sectionals, you need super-

stars," Claiborne said. She also 
added that rlo one on the Wild­
cat team placed last in any 
event. 

Overall, Claiborne deemed 
the season a success. 

"If you look at the results, 
you would think that we didn't 
do that well," said Claiborne. 
"But in the end, if you look at 
the improvement of the team, 
the season was a success." 

Forbrook'added, "Everyone 
had individual goals, and a lot 
of people achieved those goals 
which is awesome." 

As for next season, 
Claiborne hopes the achieve­
ments of the members 
of the team will provide better 
meet results. 

Some of these future pros­
pects include Kelly Murphy, 
who broke the freshman/ 
sophmore 300 hurdle school 
record, freshman Heather 
Olsen, the top mile runner, jun­
ior Kally Mateas, the second 
best mile runner, Cole, and the 
all the sprint relay teams. 

"We're really going to miss 
all the seniors, but it's exciting 
to have so many of our top ath­
letes returning," Claiborne 
said. "Hopefully they will 
come pack hungrier for more 
next yel'J.r." 

• 
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Wtldcat volleyball loses hard-foughtmatch, ending season 
Future looks bright as JV team 
finishes season with 26-5 
record, taking second in DVC 

By C.J. Hinojosa 
The boys volleyball team 

ended their playoff run Tues­
day in the first roll:nd of 
regionals. 

Host St. Francis took out the 
Wildcats in two games, win­
ning 25-18 and a hard-fought 
27-25. 

"It's anybody's ballgame in 
the playoffs," head coach Kris 
Hasty said a few days before 
the match. "We've got as good 
a chance as anyone, regardless 
of record.". 

North occurred on seriior night, 
with all seniors Derek ~ensen, 
Matt Vangorkom, Hugo 
Saucedo, Jon Kurtz and Gary 
Koester starting and Bishop 
Gym decorated with banners 
and streamers in honor of their 
final game here. Hasty ap­
plauds Jensen's efforts as a 
four-year varsity player. 

"Derek did a great job this 
year, and I ·wish him well . at 
Loyola," she said. "He gives 
100 percent every point; I com­
mend him for his competitive 
spirit. We have a great group 
of kids that really work hard 
in practice, we just need to sus­
tain it for entire match." 

. Photo by C.J. Hinojosa 

Previously, the Wildcats put 
the cork OIJ. their regular sea­
son with their first DVC vic­
tory, defeating Glenbard North 
in two games May 19 at home. 

Overall, the team wrapped 
up the season 12-23 and 1-13 
in the powerhouse DuPage Val­
ley Conferen~~. 

The JV team finished with a 
powerful second place in con­
ference, sporting a 26-5 record 
to be reckoned with. 

Seniors on the boys volleyball team, including number 4 Matt Vangorkom, were honored on 
senior night for their performance throughout the years. 

Practice makes petfect for softball team 
Softball players credit wins with 
good performance in wamz-ups 

By Sabrina Potirala 
Experience and speed we!e 

the keys to winning for the girls 
softball team. 

With a record of 8-25 in the 

perienced outfield and we also 
· had speed on the bases, which 
is something we had never had 
before," said Davidson. 

players at try-outs. 
"It is always a tough call 

when it comes down to decid­
ing who will ~ake the team. 
We always have a lot of qual­
ity players to consider," said. 
Davidson .. 

lbbret"S Sermon 

Hasty noted that some strong 
play happened towards the end 
of the regular season, and they 
"took a game away" from 
Naperville Central after tear­
ing it up in tournaments at 
Waukegan and St. Charles. 

The win over Glenbard 

"We . have defied expecta­
tions by winning lots of games 
this year," said sophomore Pe­
ter Wierenga. 

Hasty is excited about next 
year's varsity squad, which 
will draw players from this 
season's JY. but stresses that 
they really need to train hard. 

· DVC and a record of 2-12 in 
conference, the girls softball 
team feels they played well. 

The young players on the 
team stepped up to the plate, 
Johnson said. 

uThis year was a huge expe­
rience for the underclassmen, 
and I think that they did really 
well for playing on a varsity 
team. I also think that the se­
niors and juniors did very good 
this year as well," said 
Johnson. 

..... A&"' plague of the CubS: Jive mJSODS 
According to varsity player 

Kari Johnson, many of the girls 
on the team thought that their 
performance depended on the 
warm-up. 

uwe won games, and the 
games that we didn't win were 
really close. It all depended on 
what type of warm-up we had 
before the game. If it was a 
good warm up we played well, 
and if it was a bad warm-up we 
played sloppy. But we put up a 
good fight," said Johnson. 

Before games, the team 
warmed up by repeatedly 
parcticing plays and drills. 
Some were individual, while 
others were team oriented. 

usome of the drills were 
tough, but they got us prepared 
mentally and physically before 
a game," said Johnson. 

During practices, the team 
would practice drills that they 
needed to improve in order to 
perform well during a game. 

Assistant varsity coach 
· Laurie Davidson believed that, 

despite the age of the team, 
they still performed well. 

uour team this year was ex­
perienced. We had a very ex-

Johnson is left with a bitter­
sweet feeling because many 
girls will be leaving the team. 

uour team has a lot of se­
niors on it, and they won't be 
here next year. I am going to 
miss them,'1 said Johnson. 

Even though the varsity soft­
ball season is ending, many 
girls are looking forward to try­
ing out for next year. 
. '

1I am definitely looking for­
ward to next year, I .can't wait 
to meet some of the new 
people," said Johnson. 

According to Davidson, the 
coaches look for many quali­
ties in players during try-outs. 
Some of these qualities include 
whether or not the girls seem 
like they want to be coached, 
good grades, team unity, and 
the amount of Wildcat pride 
they have. 

Davidson said that there are 
always a lot of competitive 

the Oi1h Side oo't semJ. 
has bemlaugbinghantertban 
fOrmer Cub, SammySosa. He 
aJid his Baltimore driotes are 
cu:rrentJy fiist place in the AL 
East. 

Since Sosa•s depattwe, the 
Cubs have been plagued with 
problems. So what exactly is 
happening on the North Side? 
Here's wbat I think. 

One: Cubs manager Dusty 
Baker does not know what to 
do with the leadoff spot. He 
has Coley Patterson leading 
off, and he is definitely not a 

a leadoff man. He never lead off 
fun-time for the Cubs during 
his career, except for now. 

es behind his former 
my beloved White Sox. 

Maybe Ordonez should 
taken less money to be 

the better team. Just a .,. 

But there has been even 
laughter this year aimed 

ltm~Van:IS the Cubs, and no one 

Two: Their fielding bas been 
terrible. They already are sec­
ond in the MLB with29 errors. 
They've lost quite a few games 
this year because of crucial er­
rors. 

Three: They have no closer. 
'Their bullpen is in such a mess 
that they are now considering 
·moving Kerry Wood into the 
closer role. He has been a 
'starter his whole life, but man-

agernrntisjusttbilt~ 

Four: They hawea~bY 
tbenan:Jeof.LaTro, Hawkins~ 
Des the reasoo tbefte so cfes.. 
peratefofaoew dasefandhas 
be1ped demolish the spirits · 
and hopes: of many Cub fanS ' 
already. He bas blOwn five 
sue opportuDities tbis year 
and has four losses with one 
win.. He has giym. up ttn-ee , 
homeruns in 15 innings of 
work thiS year alone 

Five: They just cant finish 
games. Theyblewtwo~ 
in the ninth inning in coosecu­
tive days, and then one earlier 
in the season. The Cubs need 
to fmd a way to finiSh off 
games. 

Maybe if tbe Cubs could 
finish. they would not have 
had the White Sox trample 
them May 20-22 when the Sox 
beat the Cubs two out of three. 

Instead of trying to figure 
out how to .fix the CUbs every­
one should look to the South 
Side of town and watch a real 
baseball team. 
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