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Wlldcat Vo]leyba]l loses hard-fought match, ending season

Future looks bright as JV team
finishes season with 26-5

record, taking second in DVC

. ‘

"~ Photo.by by C.J. Hmolosa

Seniors on the boys volleybali team, including number 4 Matt Vangorkom, were honored on
senior night for their performance throughout the years.

Practice makes pertect for softball team
Softball players credit wins with
good performance in warm-ups

By Sabrina Potirala

Experience and speed were
the keys to winning for the girls
softball team.

With a record of 8-25 in the
DVC and a record of 2-12 in
conference, the girls softball
team feels they played well.

According to varsity player
Kari Johnson, many of the girls
on the team thought that their
performance depended on the
warm-up.

“We won games, and the
games that we didn’t win were
really close. It all depended on
what type of warm-up we had
before the game. If it was a
good warm up we played well,
and if it was a bad warm-up we
played sloppy. But we putupa
good fight,” said Johnson.

Before games, the team
warmed up by repeatedly
parcticing plays and drills.
Some were individual, while
others were team oriented.

“Some of the drills were
tough, but they got us prepared
mentally and physically before
a game,” said Johnson.

During practices, the team
would practice drills that they
needed to improve in order to
perform well during a game.

Assistant varsity coach

* Laurie Davidson believed that,

despite the age of the team,

they still performed well.
“Our team this year was ex-

perienced. We had a very ex-

perienced outfield and we also

" had speed on the bases, which

is something we had never had
before,” said Davidson.

The young players on the
team stepped up to the plate,
Johnson said.

“This year was a huge expe-
rience for the underclassmen,
and I think that they did really
well for playing on a varsity
team. I also think that the se-
niors and juniors did very good
this year as well,” said
Johnson.

_Johnson is left with a bitter-

sweet feeling because many
girls will be leaving the team.
“Our team has a lot of se-
niors on it, and they won’t be
here next year. I am going to
miss them,” said Johnson.
Even though the varsity soft-
ball season is ending, many
girls are looking forward to try-
ing out for next year.
_ “Tam definitely looking for-
ward to next year, I can’t wait
to meet some of the new
people,” said Johnson.
According to Davidson, the
coaches look for many quali-
ties in players during try-outs.
Some of these qualities include
whether or not the girls seem
like they want to be coached,
good grades, team unity, and
the amount of Wildcat pride
they have.
Davidson said that there are
always a lot of competitive

players at try-outs.

“It is always a tough call
when it comes down to decid-
ing who will make the team.
We always have a lot of qual-
ity players to consider,”
Davidson.

said_

By C.J. Hinojosa

The boys volleyball team
ended their playoffrun Tues-
day in the first round of
regionals.

Host St. Francis took out the
Wildcats in two games, win-
ning 25-18 and a hard-fought
27-25.

“It’s anybody’s ballgame in
the playoffs,” head coach Kris
Hasty said a few days before
the match. “We’ve gotas good
a chance as anyone, regardless
of record.”.

Previously, the Wildcats put
the cork on their regular sea-
son with their first DVC vic-
tory, defeating Glenbard North
intwo games May 19 at home,

Overall, the team wrapped
up the season 12-23 and 1-13
in the powerhouse DuPage Val-
ley Conferencs,

Hasty noted that some strong
play happened towards the end
ofthe regular season, and they
“took a game away” from
Naperville Central after tear-
ing it up in tournaments at
Waukegan and St. Charles.

The win over Glenbard

North occurred on senior night,
with all seniors Derek Jensen,
Matt Vangorkom, Hugo
Saucedo, Jon Kurtz and Gary
Koester starting and Bishop
Gym decorated with banners
and streamers in honor of their
final game here. Hasty ap-
plauds Jensen’s efforts as a
four-year varsity player.

“Derek did a great job this
year, and I ‘wish him well at
Loyola,” she said. “He gives
100 percent every point; [ com-
mend him for his competitive
spirit. We have a great group
of kids that really work hard
in practice, we just need to sus-
tain it for entire match.”

The JV team finished with a
powerful second place in con-
ference, sporting a 26-5 record
to be reckoned with.

“We have defied expecta-
tions by winning lots of games
this year,” said sophomore Pe-
ter Wierenga.

Hasty is excited about next
year’s varsity squad, which
will draw players _fromthis
season’s JV,.but stresses that
they féally need to train hard.

' Now it’s over 40 gamcsmto
|{the season, and Ordonez s al-
ready hurt, almost as bad as
his team who is 20-22 and mine
|games behind his former
team, my beloved White Sox.

Maybe Ordonez should
have taken less money to be
kon the better team. Just a
thought , ia

But there has been even
more laughter this year aimed
towards the Cubs, and noone

off, and he is definitely not a g

leadoff man. He neverlead off

. full-ime for the Cubs during

his career, except for now.
Two: Their iielding has been

terrible. They already are sec-

ond in the MLB with 29 errors.

They've lost quite a few games

this year because, of crucial er-
rors.
Three: They have no claser

Their bullpen is in such a mess

that they are now considering

‘moving Kerry Wood into the

closer role. He has been a

starter his whole life, but man-

; win. He has given up three

finish, they would not have

homeruns in 15 i mgs of
wmkthrsywalone. .

. Five: They just can’t finish
game& They blew two games
in the ninth inning in consecu-
tive days, and then one earlier
in the season. The Cubsneed
to find a way to finish off

Maybe if the Cubs could

had the White Sox trample
themMaylﬂ-zzwhentheSox '
healtheCubstvmmtof three.

Instead of trying to figure
outhawmﬁxthe(l’ubsevexy—
one should look to the South
Side of town andwatch areal
baseball team.
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