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Broken records and faster 
timffi improve girls track 
Se • Erika 1\an d. , oftrack,learnedgoodrunning 

010f e an JUlllOf techniques that she hopes to 
apply during the outdoor sea-

Abby Cole smash school records learned what event I am 

in shot put and triple jump 
By Katie Taylor 
Girls track started its out­

door season with faster times 
better technique, with 

Erika Kane and Abby Cole 
both setting new school 
records. 

Kane set a new record in the 
shot put with a throw of 33 
feet and 11 inches, and Cole 
beat the record with a jump of 
33 feet and 9 inches in the triple 
Jump. 

At the first invitational of the 
outdoor season at Glenbard 
South, the girls placed eighth 
as a whole, and individual 
members of the team had very 
successful performances. 

against some amazing compe­
tition and they rose to that 
level." 

Claiborne recognized 
Kristen Johansen for her sixth 
place finish in the shot put with 
a throw of 31 feet and 6.5 
inches, which would have won 
junior varsity. 

"It's awesome for a freshman 
to be that good," Claiborne 
said. 

Claiborne looks back on the 
indoor season as a learning ex­
perience. 

"Lots of people realized 
what their event is," she said. 
"Outdoor season is usually our 
focus, but indoor was a good 
opportunity to get in some­
training." 

Sophomore Maggie 
Stremel, who is in her first year 

good at," she said. "For out­
door, I'll be able to focus on 
improving in the events that I 
like." 

Claiborne is excited about 
using the bigger outdoor track 
and achieving faster times dur­
ing the outdoor season. 

She plans to help the girls 
focus on improving small de­
tails, like starts, relay ex­
changes, skills for field events, 
and mental toughness. 

"They need to learn not to 
be afraid of pain and being 
tired," Claiborne said. · 

Overall, Claiborne wants the 
team to focus on improving 
their times during the outdoor 
season. 

"They're a team of hard 
?/Orkers, and it will be fun to 
see them improving them­
selves. And of course, in the 
end, I hope they become run­
ners for life," Claiborne said. 

Kane placed third in the shot 
put with a throw of32 feet and 
7 inches, and DeAnne 
Fitzenreider finished fifth in 
the 400 Meter Dash. 

Cole placed second in the 
triple jump Raider Invitational 
and the Prospect relays on 
AprilS, where the girls placed 
third overall against Warren, 
Wheeling, Rolling Meadows, 
Prospect ,and Elk Grove. 

Varsity volleyball · 
while JV 

The girls competed at DVC 
on March 19 for the indoor sea­
son, and despite their eighth 
place finish, coach Katerina 
Claiborne considered the meet 
one of the season's highlights. 

"I couldn't be unhappy be­
cause two-thirds of the team 
got personal records," said 
Claiborne. "We were going up 

By C.J. Hinojosa 
Although they are 7-10 for 

the season and 0-6 in DVC play, 
the boys volleyball team is 
keeping its confidence level 
high by battling through close 
games and narrow defeats. 

There have been many 
changes among the squad this 
year, with the departure of last 
year's seniors. Senior Derek 
Jensen has moved from setter 

Photo 

The varsity volleyball team works hard to play competitively in 
the DVC as they battle through changes made within the team. 

to outside hitter, a transition 
coach Kris Hasty said has gone 
quite well. 

Hugo Saucedo is now the 
primary assist man, along with 
junior Joel Barker. 

Their most recent match 
took place at home versus 
Naperville Central, and they 
lost in two games with scores 
of 25-21 and 25-15. Jensen 
netted four kills to go with six 
digs and three blocks, and 
Saucedo came up with seven 
assists, three digs, and an ace. 

"We're a little inexperi­
enced in some positions, and 
we're not very tall," said Hasty 
regarding her young team. 
"We're trying to be competi­
tive, but we're not quite there 
yet." 

Other recent games, such as 
those against Wheaton North 
and Naperville North, were 
close, and Hasty felt they defi­
nitely could've been won. 

The JV team, coached by 
Melissa Acker, is doing very 
well, however, with an overall 
record of 13-2. 

"They're good kids. They're 
excellent," Hasty said of all the 
volleyball players. "We have 
segments of good play, we just 
need to string them together 
and up our level of intensity." 
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The track team shows dedication by running through the rain. 

Tennis team has fun 
while working hard 
Eric Gotkowski leads with 5-3 record 

By Jennifer Konewko 
Boys tennis is off to a suc­

cessful start by winning the 
Wildcat Quad on April17, and 
with senior Eric Gotkowski 
leading the team with his 5-3 
record in first singles. 

"I think last year we had a 
lot more experience on the 
starting line up but everyone 
on the team loves the sport," 
said varsity coach Sione 
Moeaki. still have a lot of 
work to do, but the team is shap­
ing up well," he said. .. 

Moeaki hopes that the team 
will continue working hard at 
practice and improve their 
abilities on the court. 

He anticipates a better per­
formance at DVC this season, 
and hopes to gain enough 
points to enable the team to go 
to state. 

"We do well in practice, but 
don't bring the from the 
practice to the We need 
to work on that," Moeaki said. 

Moeaki praised Gotkowski 

for his record and placing first 
at the Wildcat Quad, but 
Gotkowski thinks that other 
players such as Kurt Fuchs, 
Kyle Fuchs, Russell Wheeler, 
Bob Conard, and Jam on 
Malon deserve recognition as 
well. 

"Kurt Fuchs is doing well. 
He has a lot of good strategies 
in his mind, and when he puts 
them to good use he definitely 
proves a strong opponent," 
Gotkowski said. "Russell"and 
J amon are really strengthening 
their stills as a team and should 
make a good showing this 
year." · 

Regarding his own play, 
Gotkowski said, "I have been 
keeping up pretty well with the 
competition and so far things 
are looking good." 

Overall, Moeaki wants the 
tennis team to have fun but 
work hard. 

"I love tennis because it's a 
fun game and it helps build 
skillful life," Moeaki said. 

Lacrosse improvffi 
skills week by week 

By Doug Sleder 
The West Chicago lacrosse 

team began their first year of 
association with the high 
school with a slow 3-9 start. 

Since the season started late 
last month, however, player 
Brandon Kutilek says the team 
has improved each week. 

"As each week goes by, we 
keep getting better and better," 
said Kutilek, who believes the 
team has a great shot at making 
the playoffs this year. 

Kutilek feels the team's 3-9 
record does not show how good 
they really are. He said it is hard 
to take some of the losses be­
cause they have been so close 

and could have gone either way. 
Another player, Dan 

Doremus, feels thiit one of the 
hardest parts about the lacrosse 
team was actually getting 
enough players to want to com­
mit. He also felt that the lacrosse 
team has something to prove 
since iris not affiliated with the 
high school. 

"It's much harder to be taken 
seriously since we're not di­
rectly connected to the school,' 
said Doremus. 

The team has beat Lane Tech, 
Schaumburg, and Waunakee. 

The lacrosse team plays 
Tuesday at Waubonsee Valley 
at5p.m. 
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Photo by Maria Perez 

Wildcat pitchers aid the team by holding leads late in the 
game. Eric Wyman leads the pitching staff with a 1.52 ERA. 
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Consistent hitting sparks recent 
success for Wtldcat baseball team 
Junior Royal Martinez leads the 
team with a. 548 batting average 

By Doug Sieder 
The Wildcat baseball team 

has hit its way to an 8-5 record 
to start off the season. 

The team started offhot with 
a 7-3 record going into the con­
ference season, where they 
have dropped the first two out 
of three games .. 

Coach John Walters feels 
that the team's success has 
come from their hitting. 

"We've definitely been hit­
. ting the ball as a team," said 
Walters. 

Second baseman Danny 
Liszka also feels that the hit­
ting has been the biggest aspect 
of their success this season, 
though he thought the pitchers 
would have the greatest affect 
on the team this year. 

"I expected the pitching to 
carry the team this year, but 
our hitting has been solid," said 
Liszka. 

He also added that the team 
is averaging about eight hits a 
game. They have four starters 
batting .343 or higher, and jun-

ior Royal Martinez has espe­
cially stood out with a .548 
batting average, four 
homeruns, and 19 RBI's. 

Walters knows the team still 
has a lot to work on, and he 
feels that consistency at the 
plate during conference games 
is one aspect that needs to be 
improved. -

So far this year, the pitching 
has also had a huge effect on 
their season by holding the 
leads late in the game. 

The Wildcat's number one 
starter, senior Luke Martin, 
has a 4-1 record so far, and 
sophomore Eric Wyman has a 
1.62ERA. 

Badminton team aims to rise in DVC status 
Third baseman Nick Lelito 

said he has been impressed by 
Wyman's performance so far. 

14Eric has impressed me be­
cause I don't see many sopho­
mores compete at the varsity 
level and have the success that 
he has," said Lelito. 

Senior Ashley Egert and junior 
Kelsey Lesniak have hopes of 
attending state competition 
By Lauren Krage year head coach Jessica Inch. 
The badminton team is not So far, the varsity team has 

just a group of girls daintily played five matches and won 
swinging rackets. They train two of them, including an ad­
six days a week during prac- ditional third place finish at a 
tices that consist of running, tournament. 
lifting weights, and footwork 
drills. 

"Badminton is very physi­
cally demanding," said second 

"As a team we have been 
beaten,, Inch said, "but our 
number one and two varsity 
players have held their own., 

Sieder'sSennon . 

These two top players are 
Ashley Egert and Kelsey 
Lesniak, and each have hopes 
of going to the state competi­
tion. 

"I'm really excited about the 
possibility of going to state,, 
said Lesniak. 

Inch added that Lesniak's 
game has dramatically im-· 
proved since last year. 

At this point in the season, 
Egert is undefeated in singles 
play, claiming wins from con­
ference rivals Glenbard East 
and Wheaton Warrenville 
South. 

The team as a whole has 
~~worked pretty hard," Inch 
said, "but there's always more 
to do." 

Specifically, Inch said the 
girls need to work on skills and 
footwork, but "for the most 
part, their attitudes are pretty 
good this year, we just need to 
refine their game." 

She added that "The fresh­
men are starting to get really 
good at making contact with the 
birds." 

In the long run, Inch said she 
hopes to "ouild the team to be 
a powerhouse in the badmin-

ton community." She added, 
"We're on our way." 

The addition of two new 
coaches, Stephanie Melland 
Bang Nguyen, adds to the hopes 
of improving the badminton 
team. 

"These coaches are really 
enthusiastic about bringing this 
team to the top," Egert said. 

Inch added, "I'm excited to 
see what happens in the next 
few years." 

NCAA tomnament live; up to the title of March MadnffiS 
Jy ao.t Slider sin-Milwaube OIJCe again pu&- that weekend went into over- Illinois was headed to the final waiting for since about Febru­
VJeWerS got to experience ing offanllpSd against fourth time, and the 1aJgest margin of four. ary: the number one team in 

arpablythebest NCAA bas- seed Boston College. victory was six points. The following day, heavily the nation, Illinois, against the 
ketbaJitoumamentofaDtime Butooeofthegreatestgames The first game was seventh favored North Carolina went number two team, North 

~___,·. t h i s evup)aY,edbappeoedthenigbt seed West Virginia against up against WJSCODSin. This Carolina. 
March. beforewhen WakeForestwas fourth seed Louisville. West ·wasprobablytbemostboring The game didn't start off 
We got shocked by West Vilginia in Voginia led by more than 20 gameoftbew~butCazo. JikeexpectedwitbNorthCaJO. 
to see double owertime, a game some points, but at the end of regu- liua only won by six. linadomiuating almost every 
'very- peoplewtedooESPN.comto lationLouisv:illetieditupand Following that game was aspcctofthegame. 
th i n g be one of the best ever played went on to win in overtime. I Kentucky vs. Michigan State, In the start of the second 
tbat we in all of college basketball didn't think there was going to another nail bite!; aDd also the half, North Carolina contin­
eo u 1 d The followiiJg weekend sur- be a game as good as that one, mostamtroversialgame of the ued to 'pull away, but then Illi­
ask for prised everyone when Loui5- but I was wrong. tourney. Patrick Spub threw noisstarted to attempt another 

fiOm Manta Macf:nas, fiom viDe was the first to upset a Heavily fiivored Illinois went up a shot at the tDd of regula- comeback 
dnaDatiCcomebacbtoover- munbacmeseed, Waslringmn, upagajnstA.rizooa. Itwasoeck tiontbatsomehowwanin. Illinois had a couple of 
time ~ an they way to in the tourney. 'J'be weekend and neck most of the firsthalfo The refs eveutually ruled it chaM'S to win the game but 
buzzaobeatasaad.nnjmagin- almbad.ArizooabeatingOkJa.. and in the secoud haJf Arizona a three, aDd tbegamewentintQ oouldo'tromecton their three 
ahk~. homa State by a last second puDedahead. It looked an over double O¥a'timt; but Michl- pointas, and North Carolina 

1bemacfness bepn tally ia shot, causing the Wildcats to with four minutes left as Ari- gan State survived the can and sank their free throws to se-
tbe afternoon on Maldl 17 advancetothesweetsixtcen. . zona led by IS, but then one of won by six. auetbe game. 
when the 12 seedUaivasity .AsJOOdastbeheginningof thegweatestmmebacbstarted The final four was set with lbow1batwasalottoswal-
OfW'm•ISift.Mihrautteup- the toumnntnt was, nothing to evoM. North CaroJiDa vs. Michigan low, but there has never been 
Jdiiii"lafi'RedAfabarna compared to the following . minois hit a pair of three State and Louisville YS. IDi- atuwunamentasexcitingasthe 
bf 10 points. Unknowns weekend Many ESPN ana- pointers and eventually tied nois. What is usually the best 2005 NCAA tournament, 1 
Boc:tndl and Vamont also lysas aud spodsWiiters agreed the game up and sent it into andmostacitinground of the hope aD baskC1ball fans out 

barhmvy hidasiCausas and that it was possibly the best OYertime. Illioois was up by tournament was actuaDy the titeR diddtmiss any of it be­
Syracuse Jespecrivdy. weetendofcoDegebasketball one with 12 seconds left and dullest. causewewon't-atouma-

TIIesecond JOUDdwasjust ever played. didn't~ get a hot oft" be- But these games birthed the ment as exciting as this one 
astutarainiugwithWiscoD- Threeoutoftbefourgames fore the buzzer went off and matchupthecountrybadbeen againinalongtime. 


	06262023_120147-001
	06262023_120147-002 - Copy
	06262023_120147-002
	06262023_120147-003 - Copy
	06262023_120147-003
	06262023_120147-004 - Copy
	06262023_120147-004
	06262023_120147-005 - Copy
	06262023_120147-005
	06262023_120147-006 - Copy
	06262023_120147-006
	06262023_120147-007 - Copy
	06262023_120147-007
	06262023_120147-008 - Copy
	06262023_120147-008
	06262023_120147-009 - Copy
	06262023_120147-009
	06262023_120147-010 - Copy
	06262023_120147-010
	06262023_120147-011

