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PPN Consistent hitting sparks recent
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Wildcat pitchers aid the team by holding leads late in the
game. Eric Wyman leads the pitching staff with a 1.52 ERA.

i Junior Royal Martinez leads the
| team with a.548 batting average

By Doug Sieder

The Wildcat baseball team
has hit its way to an 8-5 record
to start off the season.

The team started offhot with
a 7-3 record going into the con-
ference season, where they
have dropped the first two out
of three games.

Coach John Walters feels
that the team’s success has
come from their hitting.

“We've definitely been hit-
ting the ball as a team,” said
Walters.

Second baseman Danny
Liszka also feels that the hit-
ting has been the biggest aspect
of their success this season,
though he thought the pitchers
would have the greatest affect
on the team this year.

“I expected the pitching to
carry the team this year, but
our hitting has been solid,” said
Liszka.

He also added that the team
is averaging about eight hits a
game. They have four starters
batting .343 or higher, and jun-

Badminton team aims to rise in DVC status
Senior Ashley Egert and junior
Kelsey Lesniak have hopes of
attending state competition

By Lauren Krage

The badminton team is not
just a group of girls daintily
swinging rackets. They train
six days a week during prac-
tices that consist of running,
lifting weights, and footwork
drills.

“Badminton is very physi-
cally demandmg, said second

year head coach Jessica Inch.

So far, the varsity team has
played five matches and won
two of them, including an ad-
ditional third place finish at a
tournament.

“As a team we have been
beaten,” Inch said, “but our
number one and two varsity
players have held their own.”

These two top players are
Ashley Egert and Kelsey
Lesniak, and each have hopes
of going to the state competi-
tion.

“I'm really excited about the
possibility of going to state,”
said Lesniak.

Inch added that Lesniak’s
game has dramatically im-
proved since last year.

At this point in the season,
Egert is undefeated in singles
play, claiming wins from con-
ference rivals Glenbard East
and Wheaton Warrenville
South.

The team as a whole has
“worked pretty hard,” Inch
said, “but there’s always more
todo.”

Specifically, Inch said the
girls need to work on skills and
footwork, but “for the most
part, their attitudes are pretty
good this year, we just need to
refine their game.”

She added that “The fresh-
men are starting to get really
good at making contact with the
birds.”

In the long run, Inch said she
hopes to “build the team to be
a powerhouse in the badmin-

success for Wildcat baseball team

ior Royal Martinez has espe-
cially stood out with a .548
batting  average, four
homeruns, and 19 RBIs.

Walters knows the team still
has a lot to work on, and he
feels that consistency at the
plate during conference games
is one aspect that needs to be
improved.

So far this year, the pitching
has also had a huge effect on
their season by holding the
leads late in the game.

The Wildcat's number one
starter, senior Luke Martin,
has a 4-1 record so.far, and
sophomore Eric Wyman hasa
1.62 ERA.

Third baseman Nick Lelito
said he has been impressed by
Wyman'’s performance so far.

“Eric has impressed me be-
cause I'don’t see many sopho-
mores compete at the varsity
level and have the success that
he has,” said Lelito.

ton community.” She added,
“We're on our way.”

The addition of two new
coaches, Stephanie Mell and
Bang Nguyen, adds to the hopes
of improving the badminton
team.

“These coaches are really
enthusiastic about bringing this
team to the top,” Egert said.

Inch added, “I'm excited to
see what happens in the next
few years.”
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