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Rysell swings into state· 
gymnastics competition 
Gymnast qualifies on the 
uneven parallel bars for the 

she said. "Five of the girls even 
spelled out SARAH on their 
stomachs. It really made me 
happy to see everyone out there 
supporting me." 

As a team captain, Rysell 
motivated everyone on the 
team and encouraged them to 
do their best. She said that it 

second consecutive year 
Photo courtesy of Jorie Spayth 

Sarah Rysell worked back from an jnjury to compete at state. 

Strong field event scores 
help boys track team 
take fourth at invitational 
Erik Hernandez threw the shotput 
55 feet, taking first in that event 

By Ellyn Fortino 
The boys track team ran and 

threw their way to fourth place 
at the Glenbard North invita­
tional. 

Senior Erik Hernandez 
placed first in the shotput, with 
a throw of 55 feet, which puts 
him 29 in the country. 

Sophomore Jim Foreman 
took first in the pole vault and 
intermediate hurdles. 

"This season has been going 
very well. We have a smaller 
team than years past, but the 
quality is much higher from 

our athletes," said coach Paul 
McLeland. 

The team will compete at 
state on May 24 at Eastern illi­
nois University. 

"We're looking for the guys 
to be the best they can be at 
state, and we want to be com­
petitive," said McLeland. 

McLeland hopes that the 
team's three returning state 
qualifiers will do well in the 
competition. 

Junior George Visser will 
compete in the two mile run, 
senior Greg Callahan will 

Athlete of the Month 

By Kellie Virnich 
After performing all season 

with an ankle injury, senior Sa­
rah Rysell surprised everyone 
by qualifying once again for the 
state competition on the uneven 
parallel bars. 

Though she was understand­
ably disappointed not to qualify 
for finals, having missed there­
quired score by six tenths, 
Rysell still considered herself 
lucky to have made it to state. 

"After my sprained ankle, I 
had, to gain back a lot of 
strength, and I needed even 
more energy and momentum 
to even get back to where I 
was," she said. Her injury was 
the first of many throughout 
the gymnastics season, and 

compete in the 300 hurdles, 
and Hernandez will compete 
in the shotput. 

"Hopefully during this sea­
son more boys will compete in 
state than last year and we will 
hopefully score more points," 
said McLeland. 

"Another goal for the season 
is for each kid to achieve their 
personal best and improve for 
next season," he added. 

Family has helped Dana Hernan reach 
her full potential as a basketball player 

ByDoug Sieder sports after high school? junior year. 
Dana Hernan has been se- 1 would like to play basket- What has been the best part 

lected Athlete of the Month ball, but I still don't know about basketball? 
for her accomplishments in what I am doing. The best part is performing 
basket\:> all this winter. well against the top players in 

Who inspired you the most the area. 
during the year? How many years have you 

My family has provided me been involved In basketball? 
with the best understanding of I have played for six years. 
how to look at life and play- What is your favorite sport 
ing sports. other than basketball?. 

Do you play any other Volleyballismynextfavor-
sports? ite sport. 

Yes, I play volleyball. Have you achieved any 
What sport do you enjoy the awards in those sports? 

most? For volleyball I was Ali-
I enjoy both at times, but . Conference and for basketball 

basketball is more rewarding Photo by Doug Sieder I was All-Conference and All-
when you play well. What is your best sports Area. 

What plans do you have af· memory? Do you do anything special 
ter high school? Mybestmemoryiswinning before each game? 

I have no idea what my the Benet/Naperville North If I'm at home, I'll try to 
plans are. High School Christmas Bas- findabasketballgameonT.V 

Do you plan on playing any ketball Tournament during to watch. 

several of the gymnasts had to 
compete not only their own 
routines but also routines on 
extra events to fill in for their 
injured teammates. 

Her final sccrr was 8. 7, with 
the qualifier at 9.25. During 
Rysell's routine on the bars, 
she fell, lowering her score just 
enough not to qualify. Had she 
not fallen, she would have got­
ten 9. 3, allowing her through 
to the next round. 

Rysell said that over the 
years, the co-op where she 
practices, usually 20 hours a 
week, has become like a sec­
ond home to her, (.nd her team­
mates like a second family. 

"Almost the whole team 
came with me to cheer me on," 

was more difficult to do so, 
however, when she was injured 
and couldn't join in with them. 

"My coach, Jorie Spayth, 
was amazing, and helped me 
get back into my game," said 
Rysell. "Plus, all my club 
coaches over the years really 
motivated me." 

Rysell has been doing gym­
nastics nearly her entire life, 
and made it to state for bars last 
year as well. She is consider­
ing attending college at Univer­
sity of Wisconsin at Oshkosh, 
and hopes to continue compet­
ing at a college level. 

"I'm excited to keep learn­
ing new things. Whatever life 
brings me, I'm ready to take tt 
on," Rysell said. 

Softball team hopes speed 
will lead to many victories 
With a faster and more experienced 
lineup than last year, the softball 
team has set higher 

By Sabrina 
The softball tea1n woks to hit 

a homerun this season with an 
experienced varsity team who 
knows how to win. 

Assistant varsity coach, 
Laurie Davidson, believes that 
this year will be a turning point 
in the softball program. 

"Our team this year is more 
experienced. We will have a 
very experienced outfield and 
we will also have speed on the 
bases, which is something we 
have never had before," said 
Davidson. 

The experienced team con­
sists of a collaboration of se­
niors, juniors, 4;-eshmen. 

"Three seniors will be play­
ing outfield and there are two 
freshman that can play any po­
sition," said Davidson. 

Davidson is definitely look­
ing forward to the upcoming 
season because of the variety 
of girls on the team. 

"I believe the team will re­
ceive leadership from the se­
niors. The rest of the team also 
has a drive that makes them 

perform well," said Davidson. 
There are many things the 

coaches are hoping to help the 
girls improve on. 

"Some of our goals would be 
to work on team unity and to 
do better than last year. We 
would like to get above .500," 
said Davidson. 

Some drills the team has been 
working on to prepare for 
games would be outfield re­
lays, infield throwing to bases, 
and conditioning. 

According Davidson, there 
were a lot of competitive pia y­
ers at try-outs. 

"It was a tough call when it 
came down to deciding who 
would make the team. We had 
a lot of quality players to con­
sider," said Davidson. 

The coaches look for many 
qualities in a player during try­
outs. 

Some of these qualities in­
clude whether or not the girls 
seem like they want to be 
coached, good grades, team 
unity, and the amount of Wild­
cat pride they have. 
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Wtldcat basketball team wins 
the regional championship 
Boys beat state ranked West 
Aurora twice in one week with 
the help of senior leadership· 

By John Jennings row. The Blackhawks also 
The boys basketball team ac- gained the top seed in the Class 

complished· something this AA West Chicago regional. 
year that has only been done Eight days prior to their 
tWice before in the school's his- meeting in the regional cham­
tory. The basketball team won pionship game, the Wildcats 
their second regional champi- stunned West Aurora with a 
onship in the last three years, loss, one of only six the team 
and on the way beat the pow- suffered the entire season. 
erhQuse West Aurora Twenty-two hundred fans 
Blackhawks twice in eight crowded the stands March 4 
days. for the rematch of the two 

Finishing with a record of teams. This time though, the 
22-6, the team had one of the winner would be crowned re­
best seasons in school history. gional champions, while the 
Two years ago, the team won loser would be knocked out of 
only the second regional cham- the playoffs. 
pionship in school history, and Senior Greg Callahan led the 
this year's team not only tied team to a 55-48 victory with 
that feat, but had a better record seven 3-point field goals, fin­
as well. ishing with 23 points and six 

Senior Nick Lelito said, assists. The sixth-seeded 
(j This year was amazing be- Wildcats defeated the top­
cause it was the best season the seeded Blackhawks, who lost 
school has had, and it will be a regional championship for 
remembered for years to · the first time since 1994. 
come." The game went back and 

Almost just as important to forth, each team having the 
both the team and the fans were momentum at times. At half­
the two victories over West time the Wildcats led by two, 
Aurora this year. West Aurora, and they never gave up the lead 
a school that consistently pro- on their way to victory. While 
duces solid teams nearly every the Blackhawks tied the game 
season, won the DuPage Val- twice in the second half, they 
ley Conference title for the never led. 
sixth year in a row and won 20 (jBeating West Aurora twice 
games for the tenth year in a in eight days was probably the 

Sieder's Sennon 

highlight of my career," said 
Lelito. "It was just amazing." 

The team's postseason run 
inspired not only the players, 
but all of the students as well. 
Fans came to games with faces 
painted, dressed in blue and 
white. 

"This season was amaz­
ing," said a fan, senior George 
Chiarito. "We did a lot of re­

. ally unbelievable things and 
we went far." 

After the regional champi­
onship game, the student sec­
tion was so involved that they 
stormed the court. 

"It was great when we beat 
West Aurora. They don't have 
a lot of respect for us, and we 
showed them that we could 
play," said Chiarito. 

The team went on to 
sectionals where they faced 
Batavia. The Wildcats led 
most of the way and had a six­
point lead with five minutes 
left, but Batavia came back to 
win the game 69-62. 

While the end may have 
been disappointing, the boys 
basketball team accomplished 
a lot this year. It had been 43 
years since the basketball 
team won a regional champi­
onship when the team won its 
second in 2003. 

Now the team has won two 
in the last three years, and this 
season they had the best 
record in school history. 
Along the way they gave 
plenty of excitement to both 
the school and their fans. 

Wildcat Chronicle 

Photo courtesy of Sue Callahan 

The boys basketball team beat the top-seeded West Aurora 
Blackhawks to win the regional championship. It was only the 
third time in the school's history that they have won a regional. 

Yollllgwrestlers place well 
in off-season state meet 
Positive results from sophomore 
campetitors promise a bright 
future for the u;restling team 

By Maria Perez 
Sophomore Tim Kirincic 

pinned a fifth place in the Team 
Illinois Wrestling (TIW) for 
state finals during March 11 
and 12. 

Wrestling coach Marty 
Molina was pleased with 
IGrincic placing well, but he 
said that Kirincic thought he 
could have placed better if he 
hadn't lost a close match with 
a kid that placed fourth, but he 
was still happy with the result. 

The TIW is an off-season 
wrestling association for fresh­
man and sophomore competi­
tors and not associated with the 
Illinois High School Associa­
tion (IHSA). 

Brandon Klekamp, Jesus 
Ibarra, and Ralph Calleros also 

qualifed for state. 
As a result of the freshmen 

and sophomores doing so well, 
Molina is anticipating a good 
season next year. 

"I'm expecting a good com­
petitive team for next year. 
With four kids placing well, 
they should be competitive 
with the rest of our conference 
schools," said Molina. 

Molina thinks that rest of the 
team will benefit from wres­
tling with Kirincic, Klekamp, 
Ibarra, and Calleros due to 
their skills. 

TIW serves to see how stu­
dents will place at IHSA state 
competition, and he expects 
the students to return next year 
and do well irr the state tourna­
ments. 

Chicago: One of the most beloved basehaO cities 
By Doug Sieder 
Why do many of the Sox 

and Cubs stars who leave the 
Windy City bash the two or­
ganizations? 

The White Sox and Cubs are 
the two teams with the longest 
streak without a World Series, 
but deep down inside we may 
be one of the most beloved 
baseball cities by baseball 
players. 

Magglio Ordonez and 
Sammy Sosa feel abandoned 
after their Chicago teams 
ditched them this past off-sea­
son. 

Sammy Sosa's era ended 
with the Chicago Cubs on Feb. 
2 when he was traded to the 
Baltimore Orioles for two mi-

nor leaguers and Jerry 
Hairston Jr., while on the other 
,..--~~---, side of 

town 
former 
White 
Sox right 
fielder 
Magglio 
Ordonez 
left town 

. after problems with White Sox 
management. 

Since they have left Chicago, 
both players have not had a lot 
of good things to say about the 
two organizations. Ordonez 
was hurt most of the 2004 sea­
son because of a rare knee in­
jurythatrequired surgery dur­
ing the season. While 

Ordonez was sitting out the 
White Sox management tried 
to extend Ordonez's stay in 
Chicago. The only problem 
was the two sides did not agree 
on money. 

Up on the north side of Chi­
cago, the problem hadn't 
started yet. Sosa still had years 
and plenty of money left on his 
contract even though he was 
out for part of the season due 
to back spasms caused by 
sneezing during a game. 

Sosa's problem didn't really 
start until the last day of the 
2004 campaign, when he left 
during the fmt inning of a 
home game and never re­
turned. Even the Cubs TV al\d 
radio analysts bashed Sosa for 

hiS early departure. 
Ever since the departure of 

both players, neither one of 
them has anything good to say 
about the Cubs or Sox. 

Ordonez feels that the Sox 
don't want to spend the money 
that it takes to have a winning 
ball team, and Sosa told the 
media that he is "irreplace­
able." 

"He (White Sox owner 
Jerry Reinsdort) doesn't want 
to pay the money to keep play­
ers who have been on his team. 
He will go out and get other 
players from other teams, but 
he won't pay those guys heal­
ready knows about," said 
OrdOne};. 

Sosa 's roblem wasn't so 

much with management, but 
more with his former man­
ager. Who, in Sosa's "words", 
would blame him for the 
Cub's lack of success. 

In the off-season the Cubs 
put Sosa on the trading block 
but few even thought about 
making a trade for him. Fi­
nally on Feb. 2 the trade was 
made which left Sosa out of 
town. 

I think these two players feel 
abandonc,:d by the town, 
which they both seemed to 
bloom in and eventually love, 
but now that they are gone, 
their hearts are broken and it's 
time for them to be loved by 
someone else and stop bash­
ing us. 


	06262023_115617-001
	06262023_115617-002 - Copy
	06262023_115617-002
	06262023_115617-003 - Copy
	06262023_115617-003
	06262023_115617-004 - Copy
	06262023_115617-004
	06262023_115617-005 - Copy
	06262023_115617-005
	06262023_115617-006 - Copy
	06262023_115617-006
	06262023_115617-007 - Copy
	06262023_115617-007
	06262023_115617-008 - Copy
	06262023_115617-008
	06262023_115617-009

