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Wildcat basketball team wins
the regional championship

Boys beat state ranked West
Aurora twice in one week with
the help of senior leadership

By John Jennings

The boys basketball team ac-
complished something this
year that has only been done
twice before in the school’s his-
tory. The basketball team won
their second regional champi-
onship in the last three years,
and on the way beat the pow-
erhouse West Aurora
Blackhawks twice in eight
days.

Finishing with a record of
22-6, the team had one of the
best seasons in school history.
Two years ago, the team won
only the second regional cham-
pionship in school history, and
this year’s team not only tied
that feat, but had a better record
as well.

Senior Nick Lelito said,
“This year was amazing be-
cause it was the best season the
school has had, and it will be
remembered for years to
come.”

Almost just as important to
both the team and the fans were
the two victories over West
Aurora this year. West Aurora,
a school that consistently pro-
duces solid teams nearly every
season, won the DuPage Val-
ley Conference title for the
sixth year in a row and won 20
games for the tenth year in a

row. The Blackhawks also
gained the top seed in the Class
AA West Chicago regional.

Eight days prior to their
meeting in the regional cham-
pionship game, the Wildcats
stunned West Aurora with a
loss, one of only six the team
suffered the entire season.

Twenty-two hundred fans
crowded the stands March 4
for the rematch of the two
teams. This time though, the
winner would be crowned re-
gional champions, while the
loser would be knocked out of
the playoffs.

Senior Greg Callahan led the
team to a 55-48 victory with
seven 3-point field goals, fin-
ishing with 23 points and six
assists. The sixth-seeded
Wildcats defeated the top-
seeded Blackhawks, who lost
a regional championship for
the first time since 1994.

The game went back and
forth, each team having the
momentum at times. At half-
time the Wildcats led by two,
and they never gave up the lead
on their way to victory. While
the Blackhawks tied the game
twice in the second half, they
never led.

“Beating West Aurora twice
in eight days was probably the

highlight of my career,” said
Lelito. “It was justamazing.”

The team’s postseason run
inspired not only the players,
but all of the students as well.
Fans came to games with faces
painted, dressed in blue and
white.

“This season was amaz-
ing,” said a fan, senior George
Chiarito. “We did a lot of re-
ally unbelievable things and
we went far.”

After the regional champi-
onship game, the student sec-
tion was so involved that they
stormed the court.

“It was great when we beat
West Aurora. They don’t have
alot of respect for us, and we
showed them that we could
play,” said Chiarito.

The team went on to
sectionals where they faced
Batavia. The Wildcats led
most of the way and had a six-
point lead with five minutes
left, but Batavia came back to
win the game 69-62.

While the end may have
been disappointing, the boys
basketball team accomplished
alot this year. It had been 43
years since the basketball
team won a regional champi-
onship when the team won its
second in 2003.

Now the team has won two
in the last three years, and this
season they had the best
record in school history.
Along the way they gave
plenty of excitement to both
the school and their fans.

Photo courtesy of Sue Callahan
The boys basketball team beat the top-seeded West Aurora

Blackhawks to win the regional championship. It was only the
third time in the school’s history that they have won a regional.

Young wrestlers place well

in off-season state meet
Positive results from sophomore
competitors promise a bright
[uture for the wrestling team

By Maria Perez

Sophomore Tim Kirincic
pinned a fifth place in the Team
Illinois Wrestling (TIW) for
state finals during March 11
and 12.

Wrestling coach Marty
Molina was pleased with
Kirincic placing well, but he
said that Kirincic thought he
could have placed better if he
hadn’t lost a close match with
a kid that placed fourth, but he
was still happy with the result.

The TIW is an off-season
wrestling association for fresh-
man and sophomcre competi-
tors and not associated with the
Illinois High School Associa-
tion (IHSA).

Brandon Klekamp, Jesus
Ibarra, and Ralph Calleros also

qualifed for state.

As a result of the freshmen
and sophomores doing so well,
Molina is anticipating a good
season next year.

“I"'m expecting a good com-
petitive team for next year.
With four kids placing well,
they should be competitive
with the rest of our conference
schools,” said Molina.

Molina thinks that rest of the
team will benefit from wres-
tling with Kirincic, Klekamp,
Ibarra, and Calleros due to
their skills.

TIW serves to see how stu-
dents will place at THSA state
competition, and he expects
the students to return next year
and do well ifr the state tourna-
ments.

Sieder’s Sermon

By Doug Sieder

Why do many of the Sox
and Cubs stars who leave the
Windy City bash the two or-
ganizations?

The White Sox and Cubs are
the two teams with the longest
streak without a World Series,
but deep down inside we may
be one of the most beloved

players.

Magglio Ordonez and
Sammy Sosa feel abandoned
after their Chicago teams
ditched them this past off-sea-
son. :

Sammy Sosa’s era ended
with the Chicago Cubs on Feb.
2 when he was traded to the

Baltimore Orioles for two mi-

baseball cities by baseball
; . after problems with White Sox

nor leaguers and Jerry
Hairston Jr. whﬂe on the other
side of
town
former
White
Sox right

management.

- Since they have left Chicago,
both players have nothad a lot
of good things to say about the
two organizations. Ordonez
was hurt most of the 2004 sea-
son because of a rare knee in-
jury that required surgery dur-
ing the season. While

Ordonez was sitting out the
‘White Sox management tried
to extend Ordonez’s stay in
Chicago. The only problem
was the two sides did not agree
on money.

Up on the north side of Chi-
cago, the problem hadn't
started yet. Sosa still had years
and plenty of money left on his
contract even though he was
out for part of the season due
to back spasms caused by
sneezing during a game.

Sosa’s problem didn't really
start until the last day of the
2004 campaign, when he left
during the first inning of a
home game and never re-
turned. Even the Cubs TV and
radio analysts bashed Sosa for

his early departure.
Ever since the departure of
both players, neither one of

them has anything good to say-

about the Cubs or Sox.

Ordonez feels that the Sox
don’t want to spend the money
that it takes to have a winning
ball team, and Sosa told the
media that he is “ureplace
able.”

“He (White Sox owner
Jerry Reinsdorf) doesn’t want
to pay the money to keep play-
ers who have been on his team.
He will go out and get other
players from other teams, but
he won'’t pay those guys he al-
ready knows about ? said

~Ordonez.

Sosa’s problem wasn't so

Chicago: One of the most beloved baseball cities

much with management, but

- more with his former man-

ager. Who, in Sosa’s “wor
would blame him for the
Cub’s lack of success.

In the off-season the Cubs
put Sosa on the trading block
but few even thought about
making a trade for him. Fi-
nally on Feb. 2 the trade was
made which left Sosa out of
town.

I think these two players feel
abandoned by the town,
which they both seemed to
bloom in and eventually love,
but now that they are gone,
their hearts are broken and it’s
time for them to be loved by
someone else and stop bash-
ingus.
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