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Wildcat Chronicle

Today in Sports

This season’s base- |
ball team has one of |

best records in recent

history and is also |
ranked in the top 20 in |
the Chicago area by |

the Daily Herald.

Doug Boyd was
named Athlete of the |
Month for May be-|

cause of his accom-
plishments in volley-
ball.

Photo by Mary Beth Selby

Lauren Anders
(above) placed ninth
in state for the the 100
meter hurdles.

Photo by Maria Perez

Ashley Egert (above)
was the sectional
champion in badmin-
ton and went to state.

Photo by Mry Beth Selpy

Sarah Humphries
(above) placed third in
the DuPage Valley Con-
ference for the junior
varsity badminton
team.

;Luckxly though, thls’genera-

tion of kids and teens have a
truehcrotheycanlookupto -
HisnameisPat Tillman. A
former NFL player, Tillman
died ﬁghtmgmAfghamstan '
He was only 27-years-old,

'andwasalreadyamemberof
‘the Army Rangers, an elite
unit. Only 35 percent of the

. Tillman left football after  t
_only four years and left mil-
. lions of dollars to fight in the

war. He went from making
$1.2 million to $17,316. Both'
he and his brother decided that
itwas their duty to go and serve
their country. The attacks of
Sept. 11 greatly influenced the
two brothers. :

 Tillman even went fffar‘as' '

 wanted 1 no specxal lxeatmcnt

and I think Michael Bidwill,

vice president of the team
Tﬂlman played for, summed it
upbest when he' said, “In sports
we havea tcndencytoovcguse
terms like courage and bravery

“'.fddtyishardtoﬁndnow '

prese;vedmhun Asenseof

- While tragic, Tillman’s
denth should be a reminder to
all of us Americans that have
forgotten what sacrifice really
means. Tillman is the defini-
tion of a hero, and I hope that
heand his xdcologywxll be re-

Baseball team looking |

to get on a roll for state

By John Jennings

The baseball team is gearing
up for the rapidly approaching
state tournament. The team has
a record of 19-13, with an 8-
10 mark in conference play.
They are ranked in the top 20
in the Chicagoland area by the
Daily Herald.

Assistant coach Dan
McCarthy said, “The season
has been going very well. I
think that we are only a couple
of victories away from the
school record. We have given
away a few games to the other
team and our conference
record could be better, but we
are very competitive.”

Varsity player Evan Skarin
said, “This season has been
extremely successful consider-
ing that we are close to tying
the school record for the most
wins in a long time.”

What makes this year’s team
so good is the chemistry that
they share on the field.

“It’s nothing physical. Our
guys just have great chemistry.
All the guys get along with
each other and really care about
each other. It makes our jobs
easier as coaches,” McCarthy
said.

However, the team needs to
improve on their defensive
skills. The team lacks consis-
tency in the field. Sometimes
they will make outstanding

plays, and other times they will
make errors.

The team is also very
streaky at the plate, but they
make their hits count.” They
are good batters with runners
in scoring position, and they
make key hits.

“We have a solid offense and
defense. The only problem i$
we don’t bring it to the field
every game,” said Skarin.

The team wants to get a run
going into the state tournament.
They want to win their last
three games or at least win two
out of the three to get momen-
tum going into regionals.
McCarthy said, “If we get our
momentum going then it
makes the team think that no
team can beat us.”

McCarthy said his best
memory of the year was the
game that the team played at
Alexian Field in Schaumburg.

“We played a very good
team, Benet Academy who
was 11-1 at the time, and we
ending up winning by a score
of 8-2. Ithink that was one the
team’s better games of the sea-
son. Also, the double-header
sweep of Naperville Central
was pretty memorable,” said
McCarthy.

For Skarin, the best memory
came when the team beat
Naperville Central. -~ Skarin
said, ““ It was simply glorious.”

Photo by John Jennings
The baseball team had one of the best seasons in school history thanks in
part to great pitching from players including Austin Monroe.

Track... (Continued from page 25)———

West Chicago entered the
sectional meet with several
state hopefuls, including three
year state qualifier Laura
Baumrucker and returning
qualifier Anders.

In the end though, Anders
stood as the only Wildcat
poised to represent West Chi-
cago at the state meet.

While last year’s effort in the
100 meter hurdles propelled
Anders into state, the 300
meter hurdles seemed to be the
best route back to Charleston
for the senior.

“My (personal record) is
47.1 seconds in the 300, which
was only one tenth off of the
state cut, so we thought the 300
had a better chance,” said
Anders.

The 100 meter hurdles were
a different story. With a time
of 15.2, as well as a second
place finish, surpassed the 15.4
qualifying mark for the state
meet.

“Freshman year I never
thought I would make it this
far,” said Anders. “I surprised
myself junior year when I
made it to state. I said I could
do anything going into senior
year.”

Although Anders competed
alone, Baumrucker and
Deanne Fitzenrider, as well as
Claiborne, accompanied her to
Charleston to see her compete
atthe meet.

The state meet was held at
Eastern Illinois University on
Friday and Saturday.
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