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Boys tennis starts playing Well by 
end of year, but it's not enough 
Winter takes. a heavy toll on the 
tennis players' skills because 
most players do not practice 

By Sam West 
The boys tennis team has 

been working on getting to the 
state competitions, but their 
performance at sectionals pre­
vented them from their goal. 

Coach Sione Moeaki had 
been working his boys tennis 
team into shape preparing for 
the competitions. 

Moeaki said that he hoped 
his top two doubles teams, the 
pairs of Ryan Masschelin/Eric 
Gotkowski and Phil Buksa/ 
Roger Maritote, would qualify 
for state. 

"I think we have at least one 
team (Masschelin and 
Gotkowski) that has a good 

chance if they play up to their 
capability," Moeaki said before 
sectionals were held. 

Masschelin and Gotkowski 
have a winning record of 16-3, 
and recently took the champi­
onship at Addison Trail's eight­
school tournament. 

Buksa and Maritote's record 
is 12-7, which Moeaki said 
amazed him, since it is Buksa's 
first year playing tennis. 

But even though there are 
many outstanding players on 
the team, Moeaki said that the 
team still lacks experience 
which is vital to winning. 
Their record is only 5-11 at this 
point, and the team also has had 

Badminton team ends the 
year with challenge to kids 

By Maria Perez 
Badminton players stepped 

up to the net to meet challeng­
ers during their badminton 
challenge. 

According to freshman 
coach Nick Caltagirone the 
team was going to wait until the 
end of the season, which was 
May 1 or until the state tour­
nament was over. That way the 
games that mattered for the sea­
son were finished. 

The badminton challenge 
was a lot of fun since many stu­
dents, parents, and teachers 
participated in the event. 

Caltagirone noticed that the 
badminton team had constant 
challenges from 3:30p.m. to 5 
p.m.which helped the team 
make over $200. 

Caltagirone was happy with 
the participation during the 
challenge and he said that it 
was fun for the team because 
they got to play their friends 
who are not on the team. 

"People were bragging all 
year saying that they could beat 
all of us. Could they? No!," 
said badminton player Kelsey 
Lesniak about the challenge. 

Lesniak managed to have a 
successful season as she took 
second place for two tourna­
ments. 

Lesniak was not alone. 
Ashley Egert won the sectional 
championship in singles and 
qualified for state. 

Coach Jessica Inch was sat­
isfied with the season because 
she believes that the badmin-

ton players did their best and 
had great success. 

Caltagirone was happy with 
how the team improved be­
cause as the coach he saw the 
dramatic improvements the 
team made. 

Caltagirone said that at the 
beginning of the season some 
of the girls couldn't serve and 
by the end of the season, not 
only could they serve, but they 
understood how to make spe­
cific shots. 

Inch thinks that the most 
important thing for the team 
was getting as far as they could, 
and they did. It helped Inch 
that near the end of the season 
the badminton teams' skill 
level solidified and the players 
grew into themselves. 

"I wish we could have three 
more weeks, because I would 
have loved to see what they can 
do three weeks from now," said 
Inch. 

Inch has bee.n trying to build 
the team's skills and after real­
izing how far the team could 
progress within the confines of 
one season, they started to 
work toward the badminton 
team's strengths. 

With this, Inch thinks that 
the badminton team will have 
more success next year with the 
strong badminton players 
sticking around. 

Inch will be prepared for 
next season because, "I learned 
so much it is not easy to be in 
charge of 32 girls and ulti­
mately there will be always 
more to learn." 

thJee tie games. 
During the off season, 

Moeaki said, the boys don't 
practice or take private lessons, 
so they don't continue getting 
better and hone their skills. If 
they did, it would help the ten­
nis team during the two and a 
half month season at the end 
of the year. 

Two good teams out of We­
go's 24 will not make much of 
a difference in their record, 
Moeaki said. In the last four 
years, only Masschelin and 
Gotkowski have taken the ini-
tiative to get private lessons and 
practice during the winter 
which has made them better 
players. 

"You can see the difference/' 
said Moeaki. "They are much 
stronger and more experienced 
than the rest of the team." 

By the end of the season, the 
players get comfortable with 
the game and get better, as well. 
But they lose it all in during the 
long winter when they don't 
practice, Moeaki said. 

Photo by Sam West . 
Phil Buksa is playing in only his first full year of tennis, and could wind up 
going to state. 

Teamwork has been one of the teams greatest strengths this season and has 
led them to many victories. 

Combination of experience and skill 
lead to succesful year for girls soccer 
Both the varsity and theJ'unior 
varsity team have worke hard 
this season and it has paid off · 

By Andrea Bradley 
By the end of the season, the 

girls' soccer team has advised, 
played, and cheered for each 
other. Their teamwork has 
brought them a long way 
throughout the season. 

This year's varsity team, 
coached by Julio Delreal, 
spent a lot of time improving 
their defensive skills .. 

"We have a little trouble 
when we lose the ball, and the 
really good teams know how 
to get through us," said Julio 
Delreal. 

The varsity team has had 
many strengths this season. 
They have good teamwork and 
do a great job of encouraging 
each other. They all get along 
really well, said Julio Delreal. 

The varsity team didn't have 
many new players, but there 
was a good mixture of experi-

enced and inexperienced play­
ers. Stephanie Fester and Jamie 
Voelz are the only freshmen on 
the varsity team. 

Jessica Crawford, Mary 
Harms, Hilary Lim and goalie 
Tami Kuta have also done a 
great job during their season 
thanks to their hard work 
Delreal said. They are some of 
the strongest players on the 
team due to their skills and 
knowledge of the game. 

41 Thegirls are more focused 
at the task at hand with no ani­
mosity, and all of that turns 
into a better team. They are 
more experienced and more 
willing to do things necessary 
to do," said Delreal. 

Delreal loves coaching, and 
loves being around players 
who love to play the game. He 
also loves teaching kids what 
the game is all about. 

"You have to be careful with 
your words and not yell. They 
listen better and have more pa­
tience," said Delreal. 

Delreal hoped for a good sea­
son this year and thinks the girls 
have done better than what was 
expected. 

This year's N team has also 
worked hard. The team was 
made up of mainly upperclass­
men, with only three fresh­
men. 

The strengths for the junior 
varsity were defense and mid- • 
field, but the team needed to 
work on their forwards and of­
fense. 

Coach Antonio Delreal 
thought the team did well this 
year, but they weren't lucky 
enough to stay away from inju­
ries. 

Dana Yormark was injured 
in a game against Wheaton 
Warrenville South, and was 
out for the rest of the season. 

u Her injury has really af- '­
fected our game," said Antonio 
Delreal. 

Volleyball ... (Continued from page 26) ------
These drills involve return­

ing other players' serves and 
spikes, with the bestperform­
ers rotating in to return the 
ball. 

"Fun practices ease the team 
and take the focus off the sea­
son a bit," said Hasty. 

Hasty's main concern is de­
veloping the team's ability to 

communicate with one an­
other so that there would be 
less errors. "Ifl knew an easy 
way to do that, I'd write a 
book," said Hasty. 
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" Today in Sports John's jive 

b~~i:e:~~~~5o~:s~; Tillman is the perfect role 
best records in recent 

~~~~:~~"~~~~~~;~~~ model for every American teen 
the Chicago area by As the COUntry Slips intO moral 
the Daily Herald. 

decay, Pat Tillman is one bright 
Doug Boyd was 

named Athlete of the 
Month for May be· 
cause of his accom· 
plishments in volley­
ball. 

Photo by Maria Perez 

Ashley Egert (above) 
was the sectional 
champion in badmin· 
ton and went to state. 

Photo by Mary Beth Selby 

Sarah Humphries 
(above) placed third in 
the DuPage Valley Con· 
terence for the junior 
varsity badminton 
team. 

spot that signifies everythirig 
great about the United States 

By John Jennings 
The baseball team is gearing 

up for the rapidly approaching 
state tournament. The team has 
a record of 19-13, with an 8-
10 mark in conference play. 
They are ranked in the top 20 
in the Chicago land area by the 
Daily Herald. 

Assistant coach Dan 
McCarthy said, "The season 
has been going very well. I 
think that we are only a couple 
of victories away from the 
school record. We have given 
away a few games to the other 
team and our conference 
record could be better, but we 
are very competitive." 

Varsity player Evan Skarin 
said, "This season has been 
extremely successful consider­
ing that we are dose to tying 
the school record for the most 
wins in a long time." 

What makes this year's team 
so good is the chemistry that 
they share on the field. 

"It's nothing physical. Our 
guys just have great chemistry. 
All the guys get along with 
each other and really care about 
each other. It makes our jobs 
easier as coaches," McCarthy 
said. 

However, the team needs to 
improve on their defensive 
skills. The team lacks consis­
tency in the field. Sometimes 
they will make outstanding 

plays, and other times they will 
make errors. 

The team is also very 
streaky at the plate, but they 
make their hits count. They 
are good batters with runners 
in scoring position, and they 
make key hits. 

"We have a solid offense and 
defense. The only problem i~ 
we don't bring it to the field 
every game," said Skarin. 

The team wants to get a run 
going into the state tournament. 
They want to win their last 
three games or at least win two 
out of the three to get momen­
tum going into regionals. 
McCarthy said, "If we get our 
momentum going then it 
makes the team think that no 
team can beat us." 

McCarthy said his best 
memory of the year was the 
game that the team played at 
Alexian Field in Schaumburg. 

"We played a very good 
team, Benet Academy who 
was 11-1 at the time, and we 
ending up winning by a score 
of8-2. I think that was one the 
team's better games of the sea­
son. Also, the double-header 
sweep of Naperville Central 
was pretty memorable," said 
McCarthy. 

For Skarin, the best memory 
came when the team beat 
Naperville Central. Skarin 
said, " It was simply glorious." 

to not permit interviews to any­
one because he felt that it 
would be Wlfair because he felt 
that be was making the same 
sacrifice that every other sol­
dier was. He didn't think that 
it was right for him to be hon­
ored, but not those around 
him. Tillman wanted to be 

Photo by John Jennings 
The baseball team had one of the best seasons in school history thanks in 
part to great pitching from players including Austin Monroe. 

Track ... (Continuedfrompage25)--
West Chicago entered the 

sectional meet with several 
state hopefuls, including three 
year state qualifier Laura 
Baumrucker and returning 
qualifier Anders. 

In the end though, Anders 
stood as the only Wildcat 
poised to represent West Chi­
cago at the state meet. 

While last year's effort in the 
100 meter hurdles propelled 
Anders into state, the 300 
meter hurdles seemed to be the 
best route back to Charleston 
for the senior. 

"My (personal record) is 
47.1 seconds in the 300, which 
was only one tenth off of the 
state cut, so we thought the 300 
had a better chance," said 
Anders. 

The 100 meter hurdles were · 
a different story. With a time 
of 15.2, as well as a second 
place finish, smpassed the 15.4 
qualifying mark for the state 
meet. 

"Freshman year I never 
thought I would make it this 
far," said Anders. "I surprised 
myself junior year when I 
made it to state. I said I could 
do anything going into senior 
year." 

Although Anders competed 
alone, Baumrucker and 
Deanne Fitzenrider, as well as 
Claiborne, accompanied her to 
Charleston to see her compete 
at the meet. 

The state meet was held at 
Eastern Illinois University on 
Friday and Saturday. 
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