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Today in Sports

The baseball team is
ranked 15th in the
Chicagoland area ac-
cording to the Daily
Herald

Photo by Mary Beth Selby

Danielle Ramano
(above) and Drew
Krecek (below) were
named Athletes of the
Meet for their perfor-
mances at the Raider
Invite.

Photo by Mary Beth Selby

The girls track team
won the the Raider In-
vitational recently.

Erik Hernandez (be-
low) took first place in
the shot-put at the
Geneva Invitational.

Photo by Mary Beth Selby
The boys track team

took first at the
Geneva Invitational.

Emily Ekstrom was
named Athlete of the
Month for April.

John’s Jive

By John Jetmlngs

*“] just want to go some-
where where I can win.”
Those are the fa.mons last
words ofmany great athletes

‘agents.

lot of money, and I hope I
win.” I hate it when these
great stars complain about
being on a team with no
chance, butwhen they get the
chance to go to another team,
they often forget about win-
ning, and just go for the
moncy. ]

who have Jnst become free :
Floweres, what e btk

letes really mean to say is, “T
want to go somewhere fora

About four years ago, those -

wemthcwmdsspokenbyAlex
Rodriguez. He became a free

‘ agentandatthammewasconv

sidered one of the best players
in baseball. After gettmg of-

' 'achanccaanmmg,Roch:gua
bolted for the Texas Rangers.
They offered him a contract ;
" is why I respect Karl Malone,

worth over $20 million a year,
which was more than double
what anyone else offered and
he took it. Texas managed to
finish dead last in their confer-
ence in each of the past three
years. Because of Rodriguez’s
huge contract, the biggest ever
paid to any one player in any
sport, the team could not sign
any other quality players.

Players value money much more than winning

Now players go to the team with
the most money, not best record

~ Many other stars have done

thesamc,thmg Rarely does

one see an athlete take less
‘money for a shot at winning.

This is nnderstandable ‘be-
cause greed is understood, but
todothxsafterhmpmgongo— :
; mg to a wmnmg team is ;ust

Ia p]ayer goes somewhere
for the money, he should say
it, instead of complaining
about winning and losing. This

Gary Payton, and Terrell
Owens. Both Malone and

- Payton spent their careers play-
‘ing for one team, Utah Jazz and

Seattle Supersonics respec-
tively, but they had never won
a championship.

When they became free
agents last summer, instead of
going to a mediocre or losing

spect for Terrell Owens.

team for a lot of money, they
both decided totake a lot less
money and join the Los An-
geles Lakers, who had a very
good chance of winning a
championship. .
Inaddition, I even have re-

‘While he acts immature, he
stayed true to his word. He
left the San Francisco ‘4%ers
wallowing in mediocrity to
go play for the Philadelphia
Eagles who have made it to
the NFC championship game
in each ofthe last three years.
While he has done some of
the most ludicrous stunts on
the field, and while he is al-
ways overly critical of his
coaches and teammates, he
actually defied athlete logic,
and he went for the champi-
onship and not the cash.

By Doug Sieder

April’s Athlete of the Month
is senior softball player Emily
Ekstrom for her outstanding
accomplishments in softball.

Who inspired you the
most during the year?

Coach Maloney has inspired
me the most this year. - She re-
minded me of what the sport is
all about and she made me
much stronger.

What sport do you enjoy
the most?

I really enjoy playing ten-
nis. I grew up around the sport.
But my favorite sport is soft-
ball.

What plans do you have
after high school?

I would like to go to school
for business management and
I want to get a minor in Span-
ish. After that, I would like to
g0 back to school and get my
cosmetology license to open up
my own salon.

Do you plan on playing
any sports after high
school?

I do plan on playing softball
after high school. I got a full
ride to Elgin Community Col-
lege, so then hopefully T will
play at a division 2 school for
softball.

What is your best sports
memory?

Hitting a double to win the
Kansas City, Missouri tourna-
’gmexit was probably my favor-
ite sports memory.

What are your hopes for
your senior year of soft-

ball?
Play as a team, have fun, and

Athlete of the Month
Emily Ekstrom honored
because of softball skills

I would like to win the confer-
ence championship.

What  coaches. have
helped you achieve your
goals throughout high
school and how did they
help you?

My dad, he was the best ° 7

coach for me. He saw immedi-
ately what I was doing wrong
and he knew exactly how to
correct it. He never gave up on
me.

How many years have
you been involved in soft-
ball?

I have been involved in soft-
ball for about 10 years now.

Have you achieved any
award in sports?

I was DuPage Valley Con-
ference honorable mention last
year.

Do you do anything spe-
cial before each game?

No, Ijust try to focus on soft-
ball and block everything else

out.

Photo courtesy of Emily Ekstrom
Elgin Community College is the next
stop for Emily Ekstrom, who hopes
to continue playing softball.
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Karen Sweas (eft), DeAnne Fitzenreider (right), and the rest of the girls track
team are preparing hard for the upcoming state meet.

Girls track team tears up
the field at Raider Invite

By Elliott Tinnes

April has been a month of
firsts for the girls varsity track
team. This month marked
their first outdoor invitational
as a team. By scoring at least
one girl in every event except
two, the Wildcats took the gold
in the Raider Invite April 17.

Scoringin 17 out of 19 events
is a respectable feat for any
team to pull off. In doing so,
the girls were able to score 116
points to beat out Lincoln-Way
East, host Glenbard South,
Bartlett, Vernon Hills, Hersey,
Streamwood, Fenton, and
Addison Trail.

“I thought it was a really
good meet for us,” said Laura
Baumrucker. “The girls on
varsity and JV all did well.”

In order to win the invite

; many runners had to step up.

Lauren Anders led the team
with 20 points in three events.
Baumrucker also placed well,
scoring 14 pomts in three
events.

It was Drew Krecek and

Danielle Ramano, though,
who were awarded Athletes of
the Meet because of their out-
standing performances.

‘The victory at Glenbard
South came after facing tough
conference  competition
throughout the beginning of the
outdoor season. At a triangu-
lar meet April 13, the Wild-
cats faced off against Wheaton
North and Wheaton South,
only to come in second.

Before that, the girls ran
against the ever-powerful team
from Glenbard North. There
are a number of good teams
throughout the state, but it is
no secret that several continu-
ally strong teams reside in the
DuPage Valley Conference.

With only two weeks left to
prepare for the DVC champi-
onship, and three weeks left be-
fore the state sectional meet, the
girls are in the prime of their
season, working to reach their
peak times in preparation for
the state meet which takes
place May 21.
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