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Gqing:professional or living a normal life? 
• • • < • .. """ 

AthleteS are startirtg to enter many professional 
sports at suprisingly'young ages, but what cost? 

By Elliott Tinne$ .,, . 
When LeBron James be­

came the number one NBA 
draft pick last year, he re­
kindled the fire in a groWing 
debate of whether or J;lot teen­
agers should. be allowetl _. in 
professional sports. In the 
case ofJames, he is more than 
qualified 'to ·corttpete 'in the 
big leagues . .James has not 
only attributes 
needed to make it; he has the 
mental 'as'pect as wen: • . 

It takes something more 
than a well-built frame to 
maic.e it in the pros. An ath­
lete has to be mentally capable 
of the amount of 

pressure that com'es with being eis will physically crush him, ' 
a star. James has cHarisma, he Adu believes he is ;eaqy. In an 
.lias poise, and he' has the maiu- interview with sports 'Illus­
rity of an athlete well peyond trated, Ad\1 described himself 
his years, whichiswhyhewill as" a 10-year-old in Ghana, 
o1hrivein the pros. James could . playing against grown men. 
make the transition from high "They'd put me in games, anci 
school to the NBA :without the< " they would foul me. It was al­
collegehiatus. 1 inost like they were teaching 

' '' However1 ·not every"'young me to be 
athlete can cover all the bases On the xp.ental playing field, 
as Jantes has. There are many Adu is not quite there. A life 
y,oungpeople with.exceptionaJ: in the ljmelight certainly has 
·athletic ability, but that does its rewards. Fame, a lucrative 
not mean they should head contract with Nike, and the 
straight for the pros. chance to do what you love as' 

For instance, Freddy Adu, your job all come with being a 
the sports world's latest phe- professional athlete. Along 
nomenon, signed a 6-yeai deal with fame arid fortune, though, 
with D. C. United, the major · exaggerated pressure 
league soccer team out of to perform. Adu will be held 
Washington. The contract, under a microscope and be dis­
worth $500,000 a year, makes sected by the game and the 
Adu not only MLS' highest media alike. The ability to 
paid player, but the young- handle that aspect of the game 
est professional athlete in is something that comes with 
American sports history. On age and experience. 
the physical end of the spec- Adu was born with a gift. He 
trum, Aduisreadyto play with is an incredible athlete at age 
tlie best. 14 and will most likely be-

While some MLS players comeoneofthebestofalltime. 
worry that stronger play- But, as possibly the best ath-

lete of the era, shouldn't he allowed to enter the draft. 
take time out to be a ki4? He With no more college football 
will have much of his life to . to play because his team sus­
play soccer, but only so long to pended him, and no draftto 
be a teenager. enter, Garett was stuck with 

Basketball and soccer are . nowhere to go. With the help 
considered "contact sports", as ' of his lawyers, though, 
players are able. to bump one Clarett sued the NFL under 
another around. These are . anti-trust' laws, stating that 
physical sports, but .they are they could not keep teams 
not punishing, An 18· from drafting him .. Cluett 
year-old, or even a 14-year-old won the case. thus enabling a 
can 'still play against larger person of any age to be 
people. Sports such as football, drafted into the NFL. 
though, 'are physically punish- · While there are probably 
ing sports. If 18-year-old . few people craey enough to 
were to play in the NFL, he enter the NFL straight from 
would probably severely in- high school, the idea that they . 
jw:e himself. Physically under- ,. can is absurd. For the protec­
developed, teenage players can . tion of the athlete, as well as 
not match up to older, the integrity of the game, 
and stro.nger counterparts. young athletes should sticiCto 

Fortunately, this has never college ball until. they are 
been a problem, as the NFL has physically ready. 
always Il,laintained that any an athlete be tal­
draftee must be more than two ented enough to make it into 
years out ofhigh school. This professional sports, they 
allowed athletes to leave col- should take every oppOrtunity 
lege early for the pros, but it to make the best of it. Only 
kept them from foregoing the so many people are born with 
NCAA entirely. Then came agiftsuchasthat. 
Maurice Clarett. A career in professional 

After being suspended from sports does not need to be 
Ohio State University, Clarett forged during what are argu­
prepared to enter the ably the best years of one's 
ing NFL draft, only to find ·life. Young athletes have their 
that, due to his age, he was not whole lives to play sports. 

Boys track team wants to keep streak 
alive and win invitational at Crystal Lake 

By Mary Beth Selby 
As boys track focuses on 

improvements, field events­
hail praises. 
• Varsity won their first invi­

tational of the year at Geneva 
while JV placed fourth out of 
lOteams. 

"We've won this invitational 
two years ·in a row, so it wasn't 
a big surprise. It wasn't a great 

. . Photo by Doug Sieder meet, in my opinion," said 
The boys track team, behind strong performances in the field events and head coach Paul McLeland. 
distance running, won the Geneva Invitational. The team used their first 

Softball ... (Continued from page 18) ----_Tu_e_sd_a_y _m_ee_t_a_ga_in_st 

sizes the importance of per­
fecting technique. 

Ekstrom said, "Every play 
counts; t-very pia y makes a dif­
ference." 

She hopes to help the team 
execute more precise batting 
and work on bunts before she 
leaves. 

The team won in an upset 
earlier this month by defeating 
Geneva, whose softball team 
was named one of the top 20 in 

the Chicago Sun-Times. 
The team considered this 

victory their biggest win so far 
this season, and it encouraged 
them to work even harder in 
their upcoming games. 

Schaudt believes in routine, 
and each practice consists of 
fundamentals and repetitions 
for each aspect of the game. 

Though she hopes to go to 
conference and regionals, Kim 
Rovtar also wants to concen-

trate her last year on building 
closeness in her relationships 
with her teammates. 

"After it's all over, it's more 
about the relationships and 
friendships you make than the 
number of wins and losses," 
she said. 

The team is optimistic atout 
- the rest of the season, knowing 

that they are going to play their 
best and represent West Chi­
cago well. 

Wheaton-Warrenville South 
and Wheaton North as a prac­
tice for Saturday. McLeland 
made note that they won first 
place in various events in or­
der to win, but they weren't 
against conference teams, 
which McLeland didn't hold in 
too higli of priority. 

"We have good depth. We 
didn't have to<? many first 
places, but there were many 
strong finishes. We did good," 
said distance runner Jason 
Becker. 

Both McLeland and Becker 
said the field events did very 
well. First places included 
Erik Hernandez for shot put, . 
J efT Raymond in pole vault, 
and Mike Savagnago in high 
jump. 

Sprint coach Matt Doll said 
the 4x100 team did better, but 
still need improvements. 

''The han doff to the anchor 
needed improvements. It lost 
about a second. But our field 
events have been strong all 

year," said Doll. 
At this point the goal for 

track is to focus efforts towards 
qualifying the strongest events 
for state, he said. For example, 
Doll looks towards Savagnago 
in high jump and pole vault for 
field events, and he is trying to 
work out the fourth runner for 
his 4x100 relay. 

"I have three guys set, I just 
need to figure out the fourth 
because it always changes," he 
said. 

Distance keeps focusing 
their efforts on stronger endur­
ance, despite some painful set­
backs. Mike Smolucha said he 
and Steve Ramirez are trying 
to recover from injuries. 

Smolucha also said that 
some of the guys on the team 
are not always showing up for 
practice,vvhichleavesdheteam 
a little short handed and unpre­
dictable. 

Their next meet is the Crys­
tal Lake Central Invitational 
in Crystal Lake. 



Today in Sports 
The baseball team is 

ranked, 15th in the 
Chicagola~d area ac­
cording to the Daily 
Herald. 

Photo by Mary Beth Selby 

Danielle Ramano 
(above) and Drew 

· Krecek (below) were 
named Athletes of the 
Meet for their perfor­
mances at the Raider 
Invite. 

Photo by Mary Beth Selby 

The girls track team 
won the the Raider In­
vitational recently. 

Erik Hernandez (be· 
low) took first place in 
the shot-put at the 
Geneva Invitational. 

Photo by Mary Beth Selby 

The boys track team 
took · first at the 
Geneva Invitational. 

Emily Ekstrom was 
named Athlete of the 
Month for April. 
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johnJs]ive 
Players value money much more than winning 
N . . 1 th . h Many other stars have done team for a lot of money, they ow p ayers go to e team Wit the same thing. Rarely does . bothdecided totakealotless 

the mostmonev not best record one see an athlete ~e ~ess moneyandjointheLosAn· 
']' money for a shot at wmrung. geles Lakers, who bad a very 

By John Jennings werethewordsspokenby Alex This is understandable, be- good chance of winning. a 
"I just W3:1!t tO go some- Rodriguez. He became a free cause greed :is undeiStood; bUt championship. · 

where where I can win." agentandatthattimewascon- todothisafterharpingongo- Inaddition,Ievenhavere­
Tbose are the famous last sidered one of the best players ing to a winning team is ,hlst spect for Terrell Owens. 
wordsofmanygreatathletes in baseball. After getting of- ~g. While he acts immature, he 
who have just become free fmfiommanyteamswbobad If a player goes somewhere stayed true to his word. He 
agents. achanceatwinning,Rodriguez for the money, he should say left the San Francisco '49ers 

However, what these ath- bolfed for the Texas RaDge?:S. it, instead of complaining wallowing in mediocrity to 
letes really mean to say ist "I They offered him a contract about winning and losing. This go play for the Philadelphia 
want to go somewhere for a worth over $20 million a year, is why I respect Karl Malone. Eagles who h~ve made it to 
lot of money, and I hope I which was more than double Gary Payton, and Terrell theNFCchampionshlpgame 
win." I hate it when these what anyone else offered and Owens. Both Malone and in each of the last three yeru:s. 
great stars complain about he took it. Texas managed to Payton spent their careers play- While he has done some of 
being on a team with no finishdeadlastintheirconfer- ingforoneteam, UtahJazzand the most ludicrous stunts on 
chance, butwhentheygetthe ence in each of the past three Seattle Supersonics respt;c- the field, and while he is al-
chance to go to anQtherterup., years. Because of Rodriguez's tively, but they had never won ways overly criticai of his 
they often forget about win- huge contract, the biggest ever a championship. coacp.es and teammates, he 
ning, and just go for the paid to any one player in any When they became free actually defied athlete logic, 
money. sport, the team could not sign agents last summer, instead of · and he went for the champi-

About four years ago, those · any other quality playm. going to a mediocre or losing onship and npt the cash. 

Athlete 9! the Month 
Emily Ekstrom honored 
because of softball skills 

By Doug Sieder 
April 's Athlete of the Month 

is senior softball player Emily 
Ekstrom for her outstanding 
accomplishments in softball. 

Who inspired you the 
most during the year? 

Coach Maloney has inspired 
me the most this year. She re­
minded me of what the sport is 
all about and she made me 
much stronger. 

What sport do you enjoy 
the most? 

I really enjoy playing ten­
nis. I grew up around the sport. 
But my favorite sport is soft­
ball. 

What plans do you have 
after high school? 

I would like to go to school 
for business management and 
I want to get a minor in Span­
ish. After that, I would like to 
go back to sdiool and get my 
cosmetology license to open up 
my own salon. 

Do you plan on playing 
any sports after high 
school? 

I do plan on playing softball 
after high school. . I got a full 
ride to Elgin Community Col­
lege, so then hopefully I will 
play at a division 2 school for 
softball. 

What is your best sports 
memory? 

Hitting a double to win the 
Kansas City, Missouri tourna­

Jllerit was probably my favor­
ite sports memm:y. 

I would like to win the confer­
ence championship. 

What coaches have 
helped you achieve your 
goals throughout high 
school and how did they 
help you? 

My dad, he was the best 
coach for me. He saw immedi­
ately what I was doing wrong 
and he knew exactly how to 
correct it. He never gave up on 
me. 

How many years have 
you been involved in soft­
ball? 

I have been involved in soft­
ball for about 10 years now. 

Have you achieved any 
award in sports? 

I was DuPage Valley Con­
ference honorable mention last 
year. 

Do you do anything spe­
cial before each game? 

No, I j.ust try to focus on soft­
ball and block everything else 

What are your hopes for Photo courtesy of Emily Ekstrom 
your senior year of soft- ElginCommunityCollegeiathenext 
b a II? stop for Emily Ekstrom~ who hopes 

Play as a team, have fun, and to continue playing softball. 

Photo by Doug Sieder 
Karen Sweas (1eft), DeAnne Fitzenreider (right), and the rest of the girls track 
team are preparing hard for the upcoming state meet. 

Girls track team tears up 
the field at Raider Invite 

By Elliott Tinnes Danielle Ramano, though, 
April has been a month of who were awarded Athletes of 

firsts for the girls varsity track the Meet because of their out­
team. This month marked standingperformances. 
their first outdoor invitational The victory at Glenbard 
as a team. By scoring at least South came after facing tough 
one girl in every event except conference competition 
two, the Wildcats took the gold throughout the beginning of the 
in the Raider Invite April 17. outdoor season. At a triangu-

Scoring in 17 out of19 events lar meet April 13, the Wild­
is a respectable feat for any cats faced off against Wheaton 
team to pull off. In doing so, North and Wheaton South, 
the girls were able to score 116 only to carrie in second. 
points to beat out Lincoln-Way Before that, the girls ran 
East, host Glen bard South, against the ever-powerful team 
Bartlett, Vernon Hills, Hersey, from Glenbard North. There 
Streamwood, Fenton, and are a number of good teams 
Addison Trail. throughout the state, but it is 

"I thought it was a really no secret that several continu­
good meet for us," said Laura ally strong teams reside in the 
Baumrucker. "The girls on DuPage Valley Conference. 
varsity and JV all did well." With only two weeks left to 

In order to win the invite prepare for the DVC champi­
many runners had to step up. onship, and three weeks left be­
Lauren Anders led the team fore the state sectional meet, the 
with 20 points in three events. girls are in the prime of their 
Baumrucker also placed well, season, working to reach their 
scoring 14 points in three peak tlfnes in preparation for 
events. the state meet which takes 

It was Drew Krecek and place May 21. 
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