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Preparing ·to go tO 
sectionals is main goal 

By Mary Beth Selby 
The boys track team 

wasted no time on regrets 
for senior losses and have 
an enthusiastic mind for 
a victorious season. 

"We're going to miss 
guys, but there are some 
juniors that can step up. 
They had a really dedi­
cated off season. I'm ex­
cited to see what will hap­
pen," said coach Paul 
McLeland. 

The distance team con­
tains a strong senior core 
of runners, including 
Mike Srnolucha, Rich 
Visser, and Jason Becker. 

In addition to the senior 
leadership, Srnolucha 
gave credit to the junior 
runners' great confidence, 
noting that their 
tion will hopefully carry 
into next year. 

"We're all working on 
getting back to.being fast. 
We worked on endurance 
in the off-season, and we 
want to get our one- and 
two-mile speeds back so 
we run hard," said 
Smolucha. 

As the team physically 
prepares for the season, 
they are also setting goals 
to work towards. 

McLeland said they 
had broken many signifi­
cant records last year for 
sectionals, and he hopes 
they can have some more 
record-breaking perfor­
mances this year. 

"We want to possibly 
place in the top three 
teams and earn more 
points at sectionals," he 
said. 

All in all, the boys track 
team w_ants to send as 
many members as pos­
sible to the state compe­
tition, such as Jeff 
Raymond and Mike 
Savagnago for jumping 
events, and a handful of 
runners. 

Jumping coach Paul 
Omi is also very optimis­
tic about his new group 
of jumpers, 

"I've seen a lot of po­
tential, We have more 
than ever before. They 
seem more focused and 
serious. They have a 

good attitude," said Omi. 
He intends to help chan­

nel the boys' attitude, 
helping them with their 
performance to improve 
their talents. 

However, in order t@ 
make it through to the 
state competition, the 
team needs to get through 
sectionals. 

"I hope guys don't burn 
out by the end of the sea­
son. When it gets to the 
outdoor (season), some 
guys will get lazy, and 
start slacking off. We just 
need to stay focused and 
have fun. I think we can 
do good things as a team," 
said Smolucha. 

McLeland also hopes 
that the team's dedication 
will last through the sea­
son. 

Both coaches and team 
members encourage any 
boys not currently in an 
active sport to join the 
track team. 

"They have nothing to 
lose, and we could always 
use more people," said 
Srnolucha. 

Boys swim team meets 
goals and keeps improving 

By Maria Perez 
As the boys swim team 

improves this season they 
keep setting goals for next 
year. 

Head coach Eugene 
Spivak said that the boys 
swim team is doing very 
well this season. The boys 
are getting into shape 
quickly and improving 
their times. 

Jeff Lesniak, Erick 
Nelson, Brendon 
Solernan, and Drew 
Weigand are doing well in 
their events. 

Improvements with the 
team include everybody 
corning to practice every 
day, working hard, lifting 
weights in the morning, 
and swimming harder 
said Spivak. 

This season Spivak said 
that the swim team is right 
where they need to be. 
They have met the goals 
they set up for this season 
and the swimmers are im­
proving and getting 
faster. 

The boys swim team 
has managed to win a few 
meets this season and they 
have had a couple close 
ones. 

"I expect everyone on 
the team to get their best 
times, and their best re­
sults at conference and 
sectionals," said Spivak. 

Next year, Spivak ex­
pects that everyone will 
return for next season be­
cause the boys swim team 
only has one senior. 

Also, with the boys 
coming back next year, 
the team is much im­
proved for next few sea­
sons. 

Spivak expects that the 
swim team will start next 
season with faster times 
and with some good se­
nior leadership. 

He wants the juniors on 
the swim team to become 
senior leaders for next 
year and help out the oth­
ers. 

Their goals for next 
year are to improve as a 

team. Also the boys swim 
team will work to move 
up in the DVC conference 
and in sectionals. 

Spivak wants to make 
sure that the underclass­
men become better lead­
ers for the team so that 
they can take over when 
they become seniors. 

Spivak hopes that the 
boys use the discipline 
that they have learned 
from being on the team in 
horne and in school. 

He also hopes they use 
the hard work they 
learned on the team in 
other parts of their lives. 

Spivak encourages 
other boys to join the 
boys swim team because 
it is physically good for 
them. 

It helps them get strong, 
have better cardio endur­
ance, and gives them dis­
cipline. 

Spivak said that they 
could gain self-esteem, 
get into shape, and have 
confidence. 

Staff Photo 
This year, the boys track team has the potential and talent to break some more 
records at sectionals. 

Athlete of the Month 
Parents are the main influence 
and inspiration for Tom Grove 

By Doug Sieder 
This month's Athlete of 

the Month is basketball 
player Tom Grove. 

Who inspired you the 
most during the year? 

Many people have in­
spired me. However, I 
would have to say my par­
ents have inspired me the 
most. They always push 
me to try my hardest. 

Do you play any other 
sports? 

Yes, I play golf and bas­
ketball. 

Which sport do you en­
joy the most? 

I like each sport I play 
for different reasons. 
There isn't one that I like 
more than the others. 

What plans do you have 
after high school? 

I plan on attending the 
University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaigne. 
Right now, I do not know 
what I am going to major 
in though. 

Do you plan on play­
ing any sports after high 
school? 

Not competitively. 
However, I do plan on 
playing an intramural 
sport in college. 

What is your best sports 
memory? 

I would have to say 
winning regional cham­
pionships in basketball 
and baseball. 

Whai are your hopes 
for you senior year of 
basketball? 

I would love to win a 

t 

Tom Grove is looking to attend the University of Illi­
nois at Urbana-Champaigns next fall. 

regional and sectional 
title. 

What coaches have 
helped you achieve your 
goals throughout high 
school and how did they 
help you? 

Coach Lasky, Walters, 
and Gimre have all done 
so much for me through­
out high school. They 
have all pushed me and 
taught me how much hard 
work can help you 
achieve your goals. 

How many years have 
you been playing basket­
ball? 

I have played basket­
ball ever since I was in the 
third grade. 

What is your favorite 
sport? 

I enjoy watching foot­
ball games, but I enjoy 
playing golf, basketball, 
and baseball. 

Have you achieved any 
awards in those sports? 

Both our basketball 
and baseball teams won 
regional championships 
last year. 

Also, I was the regional 
winner in last years 
I.H.S.A.'s three-point 
shootout competition. 

Do y"ou do anything 
special before any of your 
games? 

I always eat a bag of 
snacks before my games. 
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Staff Photo 
Leo Baylor (middle) and the rest of the varsity team hope to make it to regionals 
for the second straight year. 

John's Jive 

udity: runs rampant 
uring halftime show 

By John Jennings 
After Superbowl Sun­

day, the FCC's phone 
lines have been ringing 
off the hook. 

In a weird battle to out 
do the person before 
them, all of the follow­
ing have occurred in the 
last few weeks. 

First, Shaquille 
O'Neal went on a swear­
ing spree. In a live in­
terview after a game that 
his team won, O'Neal 
criticized the officials 
and the calls that they 
made. 

During the interview, 
after he started swearing, 
O'Neal was told that he 
was on live television. 
He then responded with 
another expletive. Not 
exactly basketball's fin­
est hour. 

Later on that very 
same day, there were two 
more shocking incidents 
dwing the Superbowl. 

As fans watched the 
halftime show, P. Diddy 
and Nelly came out. 
During his song Nelly 
grabbed his crotch a 
good half-dozen times. 

But the main event 
started when Justin 
Timberlake and Janet 
Jackson came out to do 
their routine. 

As the number came 
to a close, Timberlake 
caused a .. wardrobe mal­
function" that I am sorry 
to say, gave a new mean­
ing to the phrase "~b 
tube." 

After this display of 

skin, CBS immediately 
went to commercial and 
by the time that they re­
turned to the halftime 
show, the smoke was all 
that was left of the ex­
travaganza. 

What viewers did not 
see was that during the 
halftime show, one of the 
people in the stands 
slipped onto the field. 

After the show was over 
and the lights came back 
on, he proceeded to strip 
into a revealing thong, 
and streaked across the 
field for a good 30 sec­
onds before a Patriots 
player tackled him. 

This guy has a reper­
toire of streaking to his 
credit. Over the last year 
or two, be has streaked at 
some major sporting 
events advertising a ca­
sino on the tattoo that 
runs across his back and 
chest. 

The final event to oc­
cur in this span involves, 
legendary college basket­
ball coach Bob Knight. 
Knight is known for his 
tirades and tantrums. 

He has thrown chairs 
across the court, sworn at 
referees and media alike, 
and has made too many 
crude gestures to count. 

In this, his latest of 
many confrontations, 
Knight and a high-rank­
ing administrator, from 
the same school Knight 
coaches at, got in a little 
tussle and both said 
things that I can't repeat. 

Both have \ said 

puclicly that they regret 
being a part the alterca­
tion. 

After all of this, my 
only thought is, why do 
these people need all the 
attention? Is it not 
enough to be wealthy 
and famous? Do you 
have to go on national 
television and make a 
fool out of yourself! 

I did not really mind 
the whole Jackson 
thing, but I know a Jot 
of other people out there 
did. 

Many ex -professional 
football players and 
commentators were out­
raged about the disgrace 
that Nelly and Jackson 
brought to the game. 

The weird thing is 
though, practically ev­
eryone thought the 
streaker was a riot. 

I think it really says 
something, though\ that 
the most entertaining 
thing about the 
Superbowl is not the 
game, but the half-hour­
long halftime show 
where there was nudity 
a plenty. 

As for future 
Superbowls, I think that 
simplicity is the key. Get 
a good singer to sing the 
national anthem, but not 
a famous one. 

For halftime, just stick 
to the cheerleaders and 
the marching band. 

Get rid of all the other 
unnecessary stuff be­
cause sometimes simple 
is better. , 

Regionills is the top priority 
for boys basketball team 

By John Jennings 
Though the boys bas­

ketball team has cooled 
off recently from their 5-
0 start, they still have put 
up a respectable record 
considering the tough 
dmference they play in. 

The team has a record 
of 10 wins and 10 losses. 
Head Coach Kevin Gimre 
said, "10-10 is not a bad 
place to be. Of course, we 
would like to be better, 
but not everything goes 
your way." 

Varsity players Nick 
Lelito and John 
Doeseckle both agreed on 
how their season h·as 
gone. "It has been a bit 
disappointing, especially 
in conference, but we are 
still going strong," said 
Lelito. 

The high points of the 
season were winning the 
Thanksgiving tourna­
ment at Marmion, and 
starting off the season 
with a perfect 5-0 record, 
saidGimre. 

Some of the disappoint­
ments have come in the 

many close games that the bounding. 
team has lost. "I think that we need 

There have been a few 
overtime losses, and 
many last second baskets. 
Also, the loss to Glenbard 
North after leading by 22, 
was especially disap­
pointing, said Gimre. 

Finishing the year 
strong in conference is 
one of the team's big 
goals to close out the rest 
of the year. They want to 
have as much momentum 
as possible heading into 
the state tournament 
that's played in March. 

Winning regionals is a 
shared goal for both 
Doeseckle and Lelito. As 
for next year, Lelito said, 
"I really hope that we can 
win regionals and 
sectionals and then get to 
super sectionals. Also, 
beating West Aurora 
would be a great feat." 

"Next year, I hope that 
we can win first in state," 
said Doeseckle. 

Gimre said that the team 
could especially improve 
on their defensive re-

more team unity and also 
our inside game is a little 
weak at times," said 
Lelito. 

Doeseckle agreed. "I 
think that our inside game 
can be one of our weak­
nesses," added Doeseckle. 

Overall though, Gimre 
said, "The team has been 
very aggressive. They are 
good shooters, and they 
have worked hard all 
year." The team's guard 
play and shooting has 
been the team's strengths 
throughout the year. 

Expectations for the 
rest of the year are to keep 
working hard and im­
proving, and to continue 
~o work towards a better 
record and to make it back 
to regionals. 

The seniors on the team 
have done a nice this sea­
son, said Gimre. They 
have provided a lot of 
leadership. Also, the 
bench players have done 
a good job filling in and 
carrying the load. 

Managers prove to be strong 
asset to the boys swim team 

By Maria Perez 
Boys swim team man­

agers Rachel Rivera and 
Ashley Olson have a big­
ger impact on the team 
than anyone would have 
expected. During their 
time as managers, the team 
has made a lot of progress. 

"The team has defi­
nitely improved since last 
season," said Rivera. 

Rivera said that their 
job as team manager is to 
write down the times of 
splits, individual com­
petitors' laps, and that 
way the team can double 
check their times. 

This way, they can 
know how to pace them­
selves during meets and 
learn from their mistakes. 

Rivera and Olson put 
the results from meets in 
a computer where a pro­
gram sorts out the times 
for the coach. This helps 
the boys swim team tore­
main organized. 

Olson said their respon­
sibilities besides taking 
down and reporting the 
times, are to encourage 
and motivate the rest of 
the boys team, set up for 

the home meets, and they 
also need to be at every 
practice and every meets. 

"We help motivate and 
encourage the swim­
mers," said Rivera. 

Rivera said that by be­
ing the manager of the 
boys swim team she gets 
to travel with the team to 
awat meets and she gets 
treated like a part of the 
team. 

"I enjoy being able to 
laugh with the guys and 
understanding them. Also 
being able to hang out 
with them and going to 
their pasta parties before 
each meet," said Olson. 

Olson said that before 
each swim meet, it is good 
a good idea to eat pasta 
and carbohydrates. 

Therefore the swim 
team gets together at 
someone's house to eat 
pasta and play games. 

Rivera and Olson were 
both swimmers for the 
girls swim team. They 
volunteered to be the 
managers for the boys 
swim team this year. 

Since Rivera and Olson 
are good friends they de-

cided to do it together. 
Rivera said that 

through being the man­
ager for the team she got 
an idea on what happens 
out ofthe water, and what 
coaches go through. 

Olson said that she likes 
knowing that she is partly 
responsible for the im­
provement and that she is 
helping as a manager. 

As a manager, Olson 
gained friends, responsi­
bility, and she achieved 
an understanding that in 
order to get somewhere 
she can't be lazy. 

Also Olson would 
rather be working as a 
manager for the swim 
team rather than being at 
home doing nothing, and 
Olson said that she 
needed to start taking re­
sponsibility for some­
thing else. 

"I know the swimming 
aspect because I've been 
a swimmer for four years, 
but being on the sideline 
is really cool, because it's 
cool to see the swimmers 
improving and encourag­
ing them during the 
races," said Rivera. 
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