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Owners ·need to 
look beyond rreord 

By John Jennings 
In the four major sports, 

football, basketball, base­
ball, and hockey, coaches 
and managers are losing 
their jobs at an alarming 
rate. 

Team owners are starting 
to fire their coaches after 
only a season or two which 
is a big difference from the 
old way of giving the coach 
five years to straighten out 
a team. After a couple of 
down years, the owners are 
assuming that things are not 
going to change and that 
they need somebody new to 
lead them in the right direc­
tion. 

Sometimes, even after a 
winning season a coach will 
still be replaced. The shin­
ing example of this is the 
owner of the Dallas Cow­
boys,Jeny Jones. Afterwin­
ning the Superbowl, Jones 
had a falling out with then 
coach, Jimmy Johnson. 
Soon after Johnson was fired 
and Jones has had trouble 
fmding a decent replace­
ment ever since. 

Also, Penn State wants to 
replace their legendary 
coach, Joe Paterno. Paterno 
holds the record for most 
college football wins as a 
coach, and he won most of 
the games at Penn State. 
This year he is having a 
down year, but it was to be 
expected because he had 
both his best running back 
and best wide receiver 
along with countless others, 
graduate last year. 

Somehow, these owners 
think it is better to juggle 
managers than to keep the 
same one in place for an ex­
tended period of time. In 

the end it rarely pays off. 
Two of the owners that I 
think really embody this 
ideology of switching 
coaches every few years are 
the owners of the Detroit · 
Lions and the Cincinnati 
Bengals. Due to a lack of 
talent, and letting the talent 
they do have get away in 
free agency, these two teams 
always seem to be losing. 
None of the fault is the 
coaches, but because they 
cannot produce playoff ap­
pearances, with their lack­
luster players, they get fired 
and they are branded a sub­
par coach. 

The Los Angeles Clip­
pers of the NBA seem to 
change coaches every other 
year as well. They are usu­
ally the bottom-feeders of 
the league, but not because 
of poor coaching, but be­
cause the team's manage­
ment lets their best players 
go year after year. But you 
can be sure that a year or 
two down the road, the Clip­
pers will be hiring a new 
coach. 

While a lot of people in 
the baseball world dislike 
George Steinbrenner, he is a 
shining example of how to 
manage your team the right 
way. He has kept the same 
manager (Joe Torre) in 
place for almost a decade 
now, and has reaped the ben­
efits by winning four World 
Series and getting there six 
times altogether in that 
stretch of time. 

Granted, Steinbrenner 
and Torre haven't always 
seen eye to eye, but they 
have had a good run and 
have both mutually ben­
efited. By giving Torre time 

to develop his team, the Yan­
kees have been very suc­
cessful. Under Torre's reign 
as manager, the Yankees 
have made the playoffs ev­
ery year. 

Why don' t more teams 
follow this example? It defi­
nitely wolildn't hurt any to 
keep a coach for an extra 
two or three years. 

The one example that I 
can think of where an owner 
definitely made the wrong 
choice was in Boston. In his 
first year as manager, Grady 
Little led the Red Sox to 
within two innings of going 
to the World Series, which Staff Photo 
is the closest the team has This season's girls basketball learn hopes to win reglonals and at least make It to 

been in some time. But be­
cause he had faith in his best 
pitcher, Pedro Martinez, and 
decided to let him pitch, he 
ended up on the losing side 
of game seven and lost the 
chance at the World Series. 
For this decision he was 
canned by his team's owner. 

Also, the Chicago Cubs 
before they had Dusty Baker 
as manager, hired Don 
Baylor to coach the team. 
Baylor became manager in 
2000 and was fired midway 
into the 2002 season. In 
2001 though, Baylor man­
aged the Cubs to a winning 
record, their first in some 
time. Then after a poor start 
he was removed. 

It seems a little unfair, if 
you ask me. I think coaches 
should be given a minimum 
of five years to get their 
team together, and if the 
coach is still not producing 
then the team should be able 
to fire the coach. Otherwise, 
I think the owner should let 

sectlonals. 

Girls basketball hopes to meet 
expectations by making sectionals 

By Mary Beth Selby state competitions. 
The girls basketball team Wallner said the practices 

is setting high goals for consist of the same old stuff, 
themselves and hopes for a that she has hardly had to 
successful season. coach them on anything 

This year head coach Kim new this year. 
Wallner said the team as a Wallner is pleased with 
whole has set really high her lineup, which consists of 
standards for themselves, seven varsity players and 
They are working hard to nine junior varsity players. 
meet her expectations. Five of the varsity players 

"I have seen them worlcre- are returning seniors from 
ally hard in practices and last year, who really "know 
over the summer. I think the ropes," said Wallner. 
they know what I expect of Seniors Laithie Norton, 
them," said Wallner. Shaina Sullivan, and 

ings last year. 
However, Wallner is pro­

tective of her players, and 
wants to save certain girls 
to play post. Wallner de­
scribed post as the inside 
lines with the players back 
to the basket, where most of 
the top rebounders stand. 

Wallner wants to keep 
Johnston and Perez ready to 
help with post, so she added 
a few more to the varsity ros­
ter. 

Meghan Forbrook and 
Drew Krecek are on both N 
and varsity teams, as go­
betweens to help the play- · 
ers when needed and learn 
the expectations for varsity. 

Last year We-go ended Lauren Johnston are three­
the season tied for fourth time varsity players and this 
place in the conference and year's team captains. In ad­
was knocked out of the dition, Wallner is glad to 
playoffs in their regional have YadiraPerezandKarly 
game by Naperville Central. Leonard complete the se­
Wallner hopes the team will nior package. 

the coach do his job and collect nine or 10 wins in Point guard Jessica 
wait it out. conference games and win Crawford and center Dana 

"They (the girls) should 
see this as a privilege to 
play, and they will have to 
earn their places by proving 
themselves to me in prac­
tices, which they seem to be 
doing," said Wallner. 

their regional games, push- Heman join the ranks, mov­
ing them further through the ing up from their N stand-

Wildcats wrestling team ready 
to take opponents to the mats 

By Rich Visser 
The wrestling team is 

pumping up for a new sea­
son. 

The team will host the 
Wildcat invite Saturday at 
home to officially start the 
season. 

Head coach Marty 
Molina is looking forward 
to the first match of the sea-
son. 

The team has a lot of new 

grams. Molina said that 
there are a lot of good 
young guys on the team. 

Although the team is not 
large enough to fill all 14 
positions on each weight 
level, they hope to do well 
individually. 

Molina hopes to qualify 
as many people as possible 
to sectionals and to qualify 
some people to state. 

Mike Dieter and Mike 

son. 
Dieter has wrestled com­

petitively for nine years. Di­
eter said he loves wrestling 
because "it's tough some­
times, and hard work indi­
vidually. It's a good way to 
get out anger." 

Mcinerney 's favorite 
move is the double chicken 
wing. He said he wrestles 
because "life puts you on 
your back and wrestling 
teaches you to get off your · 
back." 
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