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Good ·attitudeS and hard 

Work betters swim team 
By Maria Perez 
The girls swim team is get­

ting on target for reaching 
goals they set for improve­
ment. 

"The season has gone 
pretty good, because the team 
has a lot of potential this 
year. We had four meets and 
in the first three we got first 
place," said Rachel Slattery. 

The swim team started the 
season off with a good start 
and remained strong. The 
swimmers are working hard 
to improve this season. 

"I think everyone is work­
ing really hard and practices 
are killer. We practice from 
5:15 a.m. to 6:45 a.m. and 
again from 3:30p.m. to 6 p.m. 
It makes us better and you can 
see the improvement in ev­
eryone," said Slattery. 

Heather Crabbe agreed, 
"I've been doing my best and 
my friends are, too. We will 
all do well in sectionals and 
state." 

Coach Brian Artel said the 
season has been mixed with 
some great success and me­
diocre experiences. Now 
Artel said the team is look-

ing forward to the end of 
theseason when the swim­
mers work hard. 

"Everyone has a really 
good attitude. We're really 
together and work together. 
We got a lot of new swimmers 
and it is going to be a good 
season," said Slattery. 

The swim team's dedica­
tion to working together has 
cut down their times in races, 
which translates to more 
wins. 

"I've done all the sets as 
fast as I can. I have dropped a 
lot of time on my breast­
stroke," said Shelley Koch. 

The swim team manages to 
keep team members' spirits 
up when a team member is 
down and try they to help 
them. 

"The team has really stuck 
together and are doing really 
well. When one person is 
down everyone else does· 
their best to pick them up and 
help them keep going," said 
Danielle Zirbes. 

Their determination and 
hard work has paid off and is 
reflected with the swim 
team's positive attitude. 

'The season has gone pretty 
well and the team has stuck 
together through a lot and 
hopefully they will keep go­
ing." said Zirbes. 

Crabbe said she hopes 
next year everyone is as de­
termined to do as well as this 
year and be as enthusiastic 
as they are now at meets. 

Freshmen swimmers are 
learning the lessons of hard 
work and determination. 

"At the beginning of the 
first week it was hard and then 
it got easier as we went over 
the basics. After we got the 
basics down we started work­
ing harder and had hard prac­
tices," said Caitlin Krengel. 
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Hard work, determination and team effort highlight this yearis glr1s swim team. Taking a 
break during practice are, from left, Carol Fortman, Daisy Sallis, and Rachel Hellman. 

Being on swim team 
Krengel has learned that it is 
not all about winning or los­
ing. Swim team is about the 
team and helping each other 
out and being there for each 
other, said Krengel. 

"We need to be motivated. 
You have to work for it, work 
hard, and tell yourself that 
you are not slow and can get 
better and will get better that 
is the attitude you need for 
swim team," said Krengel. 

Wildcats fall game short of 
playoff berth after loss 

By Doug Sieder 
The Wildcat football 

team's hopes for another play­
off berth were crushed this 
year when Naperville Central 
stole a win recently. 

Junior quarterback Ryan 
Morris threw for 285 yards in 
the game and had three 
touchdown passes in the sec­
ond half, but that wasn't 
enough for a Wudcat rally. 

The week before, the Wild­
cats played Glenbard North 
who had only suffered one 
defeat before facing We-go. 

The Wildcats kept even 
with Glenbard North for most 
of the game until the fourth 
quarter when they started to 
pull away. 

"I just wish for the kids it 
would have worked out bet­
ter," said head coach Bob 
Stone. 

Stone also said that the sea­
son was a little bit of a disap­
pointment, but the good 
thing was the players stayed 

positive and they never gave 
up. 

One difference from last 
year was that physically, the 
defense was smaller this year 
and made it harder than last 
year to force tumoven, Stone 
said. 

When asked what it is like 
to coach a powerhouse foot­
ball team like Joliet Catho­
lic and then coming to West 
Chicago Stone said, "the 
only difference was the lack 
of knowledge some players 
have, but the players respond 
well to the game and play 
hard." 

The senior leadership abil­
ity was excellent this year 
which had underclassmen 
step up and contribute this 
season, said Stone. 

Bob Hock was a surprise 
this season at offensive 
tackle, because it was his first 
year playing there, Stone 
said. 

"Jeff Gibert, Ryan Morris, 

Mike Hanrahan, Travis 
Saville, and Mike Brzeczek 
are players to watch for next 
year and will contribute, •• said 
Stone. 

Like last year's team, the 
team this year needed to win 
the last two games to get into 
the playoffs, but at the same 
time they were different, 
Stone said. Last year's. team 
was more of a passing team 
and this year the Wildcats 
were more of a running team. 

This year's turning point 
may have been when We-go 
suffered a loss to Wheaton 
Warrenville South 56-7. 

"This may have put some 
doubt in our players' minds," 
said Stone. ''This is the sec­
ond best team we have had at 
We-go besides the playoff 
team last year." 

Even though the varsity 
team will not make it to the 
playoffs this year, they hope 
to be back there in the fol­
lowing years. 

Boys cross-country prepares 
for postseaon after D V C meet 

By Mary Beth Selby 
With state rapidly ap­

proaching, boys cross-coun­
try plans to be in the top five 
teams at sectionals. 

Coach Paul McLeland has 
high hopes for the boys in the 
regional and sectional meets, 
and used the DVC meet as a 
practice race. 

"We plan to run a good 
team race, meaning not rely 
on one person, one runner, 
but to do it as a team," 
McLeland said about their 
DVC meet. He hoped for 
many personal best times 
from each individual, which 
contributes to a good team 
finish. 

tion, Frank Anderson, Tom 
Harwood, and George Visser 
received All Conference 
Titles for their time perf or­
mances, and Rich Visser was 
an honorable mention. 

Freshman varsity runner 
Brendan Sullivan said he was 
surprised to see such fast 
times. Though he trained as 
hard as the rest of the guys, 
he was disappointed in his 
performance, noticing that he 
didn't run as well as he has 
been during the season. 

"I hope to make All Con­
ference next year," said 
Sullivan. 

McLeland was pleased 
with the team's performance. 

mile and moved past guys 
that went too fast at the start," 
he said. 

Using the same DVC strat­
egy for regionals and 
sectionals, the guys have to . 
place in the top five teams to 
continue to state. 

Though he has a lot of con­
fidence in the boys' perfor­
mance, McLeland wished 
that more boys had done 
summer running. That way, 
they could have been miles 
deeper in their training. 

One thing McLeland ad­
mitted needs to take place is 
more communication be­
tween him and the team. 

Rich VISSer'(left) and his brother George (right) go for personal bests at the DVC meet. The boys placed fourth of 
eight teams at DVC. In addi-

"They ran smart. They 
were in good position at the 

"You can't always assume 
people are going towards the 
same goal," he said. 
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Two varsity girts players go up for the block. 
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Teamwork needed at 
regionals for girls volleyball 
· By Kyle Bullis scores 17-25. They bounced beat the Waubonsie Valley 

The girls volleyball team back on Oct. 9 with 25-17, team 27-25 and 28-25, but 
has been treading slightly 18-25, and 25-15 victory. they lost to both Schaumburg 
below the .500 mark as they In the Bennett tournament and St. lngatius. 
have been riding on a 13/18 they beat Mendota 25-13 and Varsity coach Kris Hasty 
record as of Oct. 22. 25-20, split with Wheaton pointed out that the girls 

The girls faced a very Warrenville South, and lost need to develop their skills a 
tough Naperville North team to Providence Cathloic 22- little more. 
on Sept. 25, and they lost 7- 25 and 21-25. "They're better than the 
25 and 9-25. They played The next day they played records show," said Hasty. 
them again on Oct. 23. Waubonsie and lost 18-25 She said that the girls needed 

On Sept. 30 the girls beat and 21-25 and then beat more practice with working 
Glenbard North both games West Aurora 13-25, 25-18, as a team, and if they develop 
25-9. Their game against and 25-16. those skills they'll be ready 
Naperville North on Oct. 2 On Oct. 14 the girls lost to for regionals. 
gave way to a loss, with the Glenbard East 19-25 and 23- ''That will be our biggest 
final scores 25-16, 23-25, and 25. On the 16th they won two challenge," said Hasty. 
14-25. games to one against West At regionals, the girls will 

On Oct. 7 they lost again, Aurora. be playing their matches 
this time to Wheaton The girls placed 12th in the against Wheaton South and 
Warrenville South, both Autumn Fest on Oct.19. They Downer's Grove North. 

·Girls cross-country looking 
to qualify at sectionals 

By Rich Visser 
The West Chicago girls 

cross-country team has its 
eyes set on state. 

Coach Katerina Claiborne 
believes the team can qualify 
for state if they run as well as 
they have been throughout 
the season. 

The team will compete in 
a tough sectional meet and 
the Wildcats need a top five 
team finish to move on to 
state. 

"Everyone is needed in or­
der for us to make it down 
state. If they run good times, 
they have a- excellent 
chance," Claiborne said. 

The team finished out the 
regular season in good stand-

ing, placing fifth at the DVC 
meet. The team faced four of 
the top ten teams in state and 
competed without some of 
their key runners. Christy 
Adduci earned all-conference 
honors with her flfth place 
individual flnish. 

Adduci led the team to a 
third place team finish at the 
Benet invitational. Round­
ing out the top five for West 
Chicago were Adduci (5th), 
Kelly Wdowiarz (13th), Hi­
lary Tennant (16th), Megan 
Andracki (19th), and Amy 
·Ackerman (22nd). 

Ackerman is looking for­
ward to moving on in the post 
season. ''If we run what we've 
been running all season, then 

Girts cross-c:ountry prepares for an Impending meet 

well go down state,'' she said. 
The girls won the Bartlett 

invitational with 49 points, 
edging out Bartlett (56) for 
the team title. Adducci (4th) 
led the Wildcats, followed by 
Wdowiarz (6th), Tennant 
(9th), Sarah Scardamaglia 
(12th), and Ackerman (18th). 

TheN team also ran away 
with the team title scoring 
only 20 points beating 
Bartlett who scored 36 
points. Katie Ulin won the 
three-mile race for the Wild­
cats. 

The team competed at the 
Glenbard South regional on 
Saturday. They hope to 
qu~ for the state meet Sat­
urday at sectionals. 
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