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Sprinter Mike Savenago sets himself in the blocks seconds before the start of the 100m.

Girls track smashes old records

By Logan Schrage

Broken school records
seem to be a new thing for
the girls track team.

“My name will still be on
the school,” said Rachael
Slattery after breaking a
school record in pole vault
for the girls track team. Katy
Kostal also broke a school a
record in the 3200 meter run.

The girls seem to enjoy
practices outside, said Coach
Katerina Claiborne after the
team’s first meet outdoors re-
cently. Outdoor practices
seem to be important for the
team.

The team now has 63
members as opposed to last
year’s 35 to 40.

However, at Saturday com-
petitions each team is only
allowed two members for
each event.

Because of this rule, the
girls compete against each
other during practices to
make one of the two spots in
the competitions.

Claiborne said that mem-
bers enjoy competing on Sat-
urdays because awards and
trophies are given out.

Lauren Anders started the
first meet and seems to be one

of the team members to look
for, with good times and is
turning out to be fantastic.

At the DVC Indoor Inter-
national at Lewis University,
the varsity team placed
fourth out of eight.

Varsity lost by 66 points
to Naperville North’s 106
points. Individual wins came
from Laura Baumrucker and
Lauren Anders.

Junior varsity placed
fourth, losing to Wheaton
North by 25 points.

The next girls track meet
will be Saturday at Glenbard
East.

Eltrain’s view:
A question
for the ages

By Elliott Tinnes
When many of us were
young we wondered: Where
do babies come from? Time
and time again, our four-year-
old
minds
. would
pon-
die’r
this
time-
less
ques-
tion.
Alas,
our
young
inno-
cent
minds could only hold that
train of thought until Inspec-
tor Gadget came on. Finally,
we decided that the best so-
lution would be to ask our
parents, most of whom would
uncomfortably “umm” and
“ahh” us, until they finally
came up with a reasonable,
safe answer. Babies came from
God, or, maybe, babies came
from storks. Either way, we
were content with that answer.
Now that I am older, and

more mature, I am pretty sure
I know where babies come
from. But now another ques-
tion plagues my mind.
“Mom,” I ask, “where do high
school referees come from.”
Mommy does not seem able
to answer this one.

So I ask myself, where do
high school refs come from?
It may not be the most highly
esteemed job, but for many
sports-minded people, it is
still very important. To some,
making a call in a football or
basketball game is like de-
ciding between life and
death. Who then, is making
all of these calls?

According to the Illinois
High School Association
(IHSA) there were nearly
10,000 certified officials in
1999, all of who were active
in at least one sport. All Illi-
nois officials are required to
take open-book rule tests and
attend annual meetings to
learn about recent rule
changes. For football, offi-
cials are also required to pass
a mechanics test. Officials
must also be recertified ev-
ery year.

Even with all of these
preparations, who is to say
that the refs are always doing
the right thing? As with any
occupations, there are good
and bad officials, but teams

should not be subjected to
luck of the draw on whether
or not they will have a well
called game. Often times, it
is not too few calls from offi-
cials that cause problems. In-
stead, too many calls hinder
the game’s flow. For example,
I was at a certain sectional
championship for basketball
about a month ago. The offi-
cials did not call an unfair
game, but they called fouls
so often that I was not sure if
I'was at a basketball game or
a free-throw shootout.

It is situations such as this
that officials might need to
tone it down a little. Espe-
cially in a game as important
as the sectional champion-
ship, calls like that do not do

either team any good. In-

stead, they keep both teams
from being able to play their
games.

I do respect each and ev-
eryone of them though. I
know that it must be an in-
credibly stressful job to make
controversial calls, always
knowing that coaches will be
in your face, crowds will boo
you and high school students
will write articles about you.

I assume that most high
school officials are where
they are because they love
the sport. If not, then this is
not a position for them.

By Mary Beth Selby

Despite the loss of senior
track runners from last year,
boys track is still pulling
ahead in their outdoor sea-
son.

Coach Paul McLeland
thinks the team is “a little
further ahead” than last year.

“The question is, ‘Can we
hang on?’ I would like to
believe we can, but it’s hard
since we lost some good run-
ners last year,” - said
McLeland.

The boys are showing real
potential to make scores. We-
go boys conquered at Geneva
Saturday at the annual Tiger
Invitational, which they had
high hopes to win. Last year
they were second, losing only
to Geneva.

“It’s good to have goals to
aim high. But I will be dis-
appointed if we don’t win,
some guys will be disap-
pointed too,” said McLeland.

Though the meet ended
early before the 400 m race,
We-go still won.

In their first outdoor meet
at Wheaton North with West
Aurora, the boys took second
place, while Wheaton North
took first and West Aurora
took third.

“They put out a lot of good
effort, I am very pleased,” said
McLeland.

There were many first place
finishes for their first meet of
the season. The 2-mile relay
team took first. Mike
Savegnago, who normally
does relays, high jump, and
pole vault, placed first in the
high jump, 100 m. dash, and
200 m dash.

Jeff Raymond jumped 14-
feet, 6-inches, securing first
place.

“He jumped a foot more
than last week, which is
huge,” said McLeland.

Mark Foote placed first for

the 400 m run with a time of
52.4 seconds.

Though Mike Doll took
second place in the 100 m.
hurdles with a personal best
time of 15.2 seconds.
McLeland said he is working
towards the state qualifying
time of 14.5 seconds.

While the Wheaton North
meet was only a Tuesday
meet, the boys took it very
seriously.

“Tuesday meets are like
competitive practice. But we
got many PBs (personal
bests), especially on a warm
windy day, so that was good,”
said McLeland.

The boys had a home meet
on Tuesday against Wheaton

Wllctstak1n to the outdoors

~Warrenville South and

Naperville North. Their next
track meet is the annual
Raider Invite on Saturday at
Glenbard South. The team
has traditionally performed
well at this meet.

Girls soccer kicks it up a notch

By Bridget Geraghty

Girls soccer has started
their season off right and
hopes to stay with their gain-
ing momentum.

After five games they are
2-3, but varsity head coach
Julio DelReal thinks they are
playing really well and
should be 4-1.

“With this team, we get
close to the goal and can’t
do anything,” said DelReal.

The most recent game was
against St. Francis with a
heartbreaking loss 3-1.

“Besides the score, we to-

tally dominated the game,

even had the ball most of the
time,” said DelReal.

He also said St. Francis
only had five chances to score

but unfortunately they man-
aged to score three of those
times.

They also lost to Wheaton
Warrenville South, but the
only upset was in the score,
5-0.

According to DelReal,
WWS is one of the best teams
in the state, outplayed We-
go on all levels, and on top
of that, We-go came out not
performing their best.

The team did win their first
game 3-1 against York.
DelReal said the team played
very well but fell apart the
second half.

“We played flat, really
bad. Luckily we still had
enough to hold them off,”
said DelReal.

The next game against
Rosary was a loss for the team,
losing 0-1. :

“We outshot them by a
margin of 4 to 1 shots, and
they had only three shots-and
scored one of those times,”
explained DelReal.

Luckily they bounced
back against Larkin and won
2-1. DelReal said the team
was more physical than all
three teams and outplayed
the other teams.

For the post-season,
DelReal has a lot of hope for
the girls, especially after last
year’s knockout in the first
round against St. Charles.

“We’re as strong and as
good as they were,” DelReal
said.

We-go wins Leyden tourney

By Sam West

The badminton team has
made an improvement over
last year, and the season is
only half over.

The varsity badminton
team won their recent tour-
nament at Leyden East High
School, where four other high
schools competed.

This year was an improve-
ment over last, when the team
took third at Leyden.

Assistant coach Jodi
Donovan said that the varsity
and JV record was 4-1, with
the only loss to Glenbard
East.

“The other team outper-
formed us,” Donovan said of
their loss.

But on the whole, the bad-
minton team is doing well.

“The girls have the skills
they need to win and they

have the confidence,”
Donovan said.

Donovan attributed their
record to the fact that the var-
sity team is strong.

Varsity player Sarah
Swatsworth said, “Playing
with girls who feel the same
way about the sport and who
have attitudes' that make it
worthwhile is the best part of
badminton.”

Many freshmen also tried
out this year, and Donovan
thinks that they will grow
into good varsity players.

“The freshmen show a lot
of promise,” she said.

The freshmen won their
only match against Glenbard
East. The reason the fresh-
men have not competed
much thus far is because most
schools that are not in the
DVC do not have freshmen

badminton teams, said
Donovan.

DVC competitions are
coming up at the beginning
of May, Donovan said, and
the freshmen will get more
playing time soon.

But, Donovan warned,
“The DVC is a very tough
conference.”

Swatsworth said that the
biggest challenge the play-
ers have now is moving their
feet faster. She said that be-
ing able to move quickly
around the court is a big part
of the game.

And of all the 10 varsity,
171V, and 19 freshmen play-
.ers, Donovan said they need
to work hard on one thing if
they wish to keep improving
their skills.

“Their running skills,” she
joked.
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