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DVC/ESCC game raises thousands for Columbia disaster 
By Michelle Loerzel 
Marketing class raised 

over $2,000 for the Colum­
bia Shuttle Children's Fund 
April 9.The event, DVC/ 
ESCC Challenge, was orga­
nized by Community High 
School's marketing class. 

"It was very organized and 
different people had respon-

sibilities such as selling tick­
ets, handing out programs, 
raffling tickets, score board 
and selling tee shirts," said 
business teacher and base­
ball coach Dan McCarthy. 

McCarthy decided to pat­
tern the fund after one started 
after the 1986 Challenger 
Shuttle tragedy. 

It was a good crowd con­
sidering it was kind of cold 
and it is about an hour drive, 
said McCarthy. 

After the end of the second 
and fourth innings, the mar­
keting class had the crowd 
join in on some activities 
such as sumo wrestling, trike 
bike races and singing for 

supper. 
For the sumo wrestling, 

two high school males were 
randpmly picked from the 
crowd. 

The first place winner re­
ceived a $25 gift certificate 
from Shell and the second 

Water polo looking to improve 

place winner received a $20 
gift certificate from Foot 
Locker. 

Two high school girls 
raced on trike bikes for a $45 
gift certificate to Ulta 3 or 
Mario Tricoci for first place. 
Second place won a $40 gift 
certificate for Katrina's Hair 
Salon for a full set of nails. 

By Melissa Stevens 
We-go water polo is off to 

a rough start, but they are on 
the road to improvement. 

The boys team, headed by 
team captain CJ Wostratzky, 
has played four games so far, 
all of which they lost. 

They played their first 
game against St. Charles 
North. The team lost 19 to 1. 

The second game they · 
played was against 
Naperville Central , where 
they lost 14 to 2. 

They also played against 
Waubonsie Valley and St. 
Ignatious, where they lost 14 
to 0 and 11 to 3, respectively. 

According to Wostratzky, 
the hardest game they have 
played so far was against St. 
Ignatious because they were 
missing two of their better 

players and were short on 
substitutes. 

"It's been a learning expe­
rience," said Wostratzky. 
Since this is the first year for 
water polo, most of the play­
ers have never played the 
sport before. 

"Our strong swimmers are 
picking up," Wostratzky 
said. The weaker swimmers 
are still learning the game, 
but Wostratsky has faith that 
they will continue to strive 
and excel at it eventually. 

Both the girls and boys 
teams have been working to­
gether in hopes of making 
the team a success. 

All of the practices are co­
ed, which gives both teams 
the chance to see how the 
other is doing. 

Also, non-starters for the 

boys team play in the girls 
games, said Wostratzky, in 
order to gain the experience 
they need. 

He believes that the key to 
winning will be in using the 
team's strength and working 
on their weaknesses. 

"We need to work on mak­
ing better passes and getting 
back on defense," Wostratzky 
said. The team continues to 
work hard, and will hopefully 
reach their goals by the end 
of the season. 

Wostratsky's swimming 
experience convinced him to 
join water polo instead of 
playing volleyball this year. 

"It takes a lot of work and 
the games are tiring," he said. 
Regardless, he and the other 
members of his team are en­
joying the sport. 

Athlete of theM onth 

Miller comes home to no avail 

BY. Stephanie Bodane 
Laura Baumrucker is 

April's Athlete of the Month 
for participation and accom­
plishments in track. She is a 
two-time state qualifier. 

By Michelle Loerzel 
Two homeruns were not 

enough to secure a We-go 
win against the Glenbard 
North Panthers recently . 
· Rich Miller slammed two 
homeruns in the second and 
fourth innings, but the Pan­
thers still came out on top 6-
2. 

Coach John Walters said 
that besides Miller's success, 
it was hard for the team to get 
the hits it needed to pull off a 
win. 

T.J. Shanahan pitched the 
entire game. 

"This was a tough game," 
said Scott Sieder. 

The Wildcats fell behind 
because of a couple crucial 
mistakes on the outfield. 

During the first inning 
there was a run made because 
of an error and it really cost 
We-go. 

"Consistently putting the 
ball in play is the one thing 
we need to work on the most," 
Walters said. 

The team needs to produce 
more on offense, said Sieder. 

Against Plainfield, a steal 

to home plate by Tom Grove 
put We-go up one to win the 
game,2-1. 

Grove was able to steal in 
the bottom of the seventh to 
secure the win. 

Beyond Grove's steal, We­
go had an obvious advantage 
with Shanahan and Dan 
Deutsch pitching in the 
game. 

Shanahan was able to pitch 
scoreless sixth and seventh 
innings. 

"They played very well 
defensively," said Walters. 

We-go could have won 
without the steal in the sev­
enth but a misjudged fly ball 
cost We-go the only score 
against them for Plainfield. 

At the DVC/ESCC tourna-
ment, We-go played Benet 
Academy after the Joliet 
Catholic vs. Naperville Cen­
tral game. 

The funds from this game 
went to benefit the Colum­
bia Shuttle Children's Fund, 
which the marketing class 
from We-go organized. 

At Benet's game We-go was 
unable to score a run. The 

pitcher was dominant, said 
Walters. 

In one inning Benet was 
able to score five out of their 
seven total runs. 

"We did give up a lot of 
hits," said Walters. 

We-go lost against Batavia 
because of a good pitcher 
who let We-go have only one 
hit. 

Dan Harms was the only 
player able to hit the ball. 

"Their pitcher is awesome 
and it was difficult to do any­
thing on offense," said 
Walters. 

West Chicago lost to 
Batavia 6-0 April 3. 

Wildcats had a close game 
at Waubonsie Valley. We-go 
lost by one with a score of 2-
1. 

We-go was leading until 
the seventh inning when 
Waubonsie scored twice. 

The five returning starters 
include Dan Kaylor, Sieder, 
Miller, John Weir and Harms. 
Captains include Miller, 
Sieder and Kaylor. 

Coaches are Walters, Dan 
McCarthy and Mike Hanson. 

How long have you been 
running track? 

Since sixth grade, it will be 
six years after this season. 

What is your favorite part 
about track? 

I've always loved to run and 
having a fun team to do it 
with makes it great. 

What events do you par-
ticipate in? 

lOOm. 
200m. 
400 m. 
4 x 100 
4 x 200 relay 
4 x 400 relay 
What major awards have 

you received? 
I got MVP my freshman 

and sophomore year. I was 
athlete of the week for the 
West Chicago Press freshman 
year. I also was seventh in 
state last year for the 400 m. 
dash. 

Do you do anything spe­
cial before a meet to prepare 
for your event? 

I'm the type to get very 
nervous. So I just try to relax 
and I also think about how I 
am going to run my race. 

Top-notch defense keeps softball in game 
OnApril15, We-go tied 3- "We just need to work to-By Jessica Myers 

Senior softball player Jes­
sica Krueger thinks We-go 
has a top defensive game. 

"I think we've got prob­
ably the best defense in the 
DVC so we just have to get it 
done," said Krueger. 

We-go's softball team is 
proving this statement true 

with a 3-1-1 record. 
We-go played against 

Minooka on April 16, win­
ning 1-0. 

"We kept the game good 
defensively," said Krueger. 

When one player makes a 
mistake on field, Krueger 
feels that the rest of the team 
is there to pick each other up. 

3 after "10 innings with getherasateamandbemore 
Glenbard West. aggressive with our bats," 

After the field got too dark said senior softball player 
to play on, the coaches Elyse Barron. 
agreed to keep the game a tie On April 2, however, We­
and try to finish the g'!me go beat St. Charles East 1-0. 
another day. April1 also brought a win, 2-

We-go lost to Plainfield 4- 1, to the We-go softball team 
2 on April 14. against Bartlett. 

• "What added a nice touch 
was that the female choir en­
semble sang the National 
Anthem, and they were very 

said McCarthy. 
McCarthy was interviewed 

on the radio as part of the 
marketing program. 

Joliet Catholic gave some 
of the prizes that were raffled 
off. 

Although it was for a good 
cause, We-go was unable to 
make a hit in the game against 
Benet Academy. 

"The pitcher was dominant 

and we gave up hits in one of 
the innings," said baseball 
coach John Walters. 

The score ended at 7-0, as 
the Wildcats were shut out by 
Benet's dominant pitching 
staff. 

The game was played at a 
minor league park, so it was 
a nice field, said Walters. 

All of West Chicago's 
pitchers were able to play in 
this game. 

"It was a great experience 
for our kids,'' said Walters af-
ter the game. 

Boys seJVe new season 
By Anna Nubie 
Boys Volleyball coach Kris 

Hasty hopes that this year the 
team will make top three in 
conference. 

The team lost their match 
against Wheaton North on 

April15. 
Hasty said that the team 

gave a great effort and 
worked together. 

The matches ended in 
scores of i2-15, 15-6, and 13-
15. 

On April 10, senior Jim 
Campbell, the team's number 
two hitter, hurt his ankle in 
practice. 

Hasty said that right now 
they are not sure how long 
he will be out but she expects 
senior Dan Callahan to help 
out. 

At the Wheaton North 
game Hasty said that 
"Callahan really did step in 
and did a great job on the left 
side." 

The first tournament of the 
season took place on April 
11-12. 

It was held at Hoffman Es­
tates which was also one of 
the competing teams. 

Other teams that competed 
included New Trier, Palatine, 
Leyden and Mundelein. 

They placed sixth out of 
the eight teams. 

It wasn't until after that 
tournament that we really 
started playing as a team, said 
Hasty. 

Senior Tysyn Wyman and 
sophomore Derek Jensen 
were both strong supporters 
in the tournament. 

The team kicked off in the 
DVC with strong wins. 

At the Glen bard East game 
on AprillO, the team won the 
game by winning two of the 
three matches with the scores 
of 15-7,6-15, and 15-11. 

On AprilS, the team beat 
West Aurora handily, Hasty 
said. The matches were won 
at scores 15-8 and 15-5. 

A match against Larkin on 
April 1 also took home a win. 

"I think we've got a good 
team," said Hasty. 

They lost a lot of height 
after seniors such as 7-foot 
Andy Hein graduated. This 
year they really need to block 
and play strong defense, said 
Hasty. 

Staff photo 
Junior Doug Boyd tosses the ball up for a serve. 
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Staff photo 
Sprinter Mike Savenago sets himself in the blocks seconds before the star1 of the 1OOm. 

Girls track smashes old records 
By Logan Schrage 
Broken school records 

seem to be a new thing for 
the girls track team. 

"My name will still be on 
the school," said Rachael 
Slattery after breaking a 
school record in pole vault 
for the girls track team. Katy 
Kostal also broke a school a 
record in the 3200 meter run. 

The girls seem to enjoy 
practices outside, said Coach 
Katerina Claiborne after the 
team's first meet outdoors re­
cently. Outdoor practices 
seem to be important for the 
team. 

Eltrain 's view: 

A question 
for the ages 

By Elliott Tinnes 
When many of us were 

young we wondered: Where 
do babies come from? Time 
and time again, our four-year-

o I d 
minds 
would 
pon­
d e r 
this 
time-
1 e s s 
ques­
tion. 
Alas, 
o u r 
young 
inno-
cent 

minds could only hold that 
train of thought until Inspec­
tor Gadget came on. Finally, 
we decided that the best so­
lution would be to ask our 
parents, most of whom would 
uncomfortably "umm" and 
"ahh" us, until they finally 
came up with a reasonable, 
safe answer. Babies came from 
God, or, maybe, babies came 
from storks. Either way, we 
were content with that answer. 

Now that I am older, and 

The team now has 63 
members as opposed to last 
year's 35 to 40. 

However, at Saturday com­
petitions each team is only 
allowed two members for 
each event. 

Because of this rule, the 
girls compete against each 
other during practices to 
make one of the two spots in 
the competitions. 

Claiborne said that mem­
bers enjoy competing on Sat­
urdays because awards and 
trophies are given out. 

Lauren Anders started the 
first meet and seems to be one 

more mature, I am pretty sure 
I know where babies come 
from. But now another ques­
tion plagues my mind. 
"Mom;· I ask, "where do high 
school referees come from." 
Mommy does not seem able 
to answer this one. 

So I ask myself, where do 
high school refs come from? 
It.may not be the most highly 
esteemed job, but for many 
sports-minded people, it is 
still very important. To some, 
making a call in a football or 
basketball game is like de­
ciding between life and 
death. Who then, is making 
all of these calls? 

According to the Illinois 
High School Association 
(IHSA) there were nearly 
w;ooo certified officials in 
1999, all of who were active 
in at least one sport. All Illi­
nois officials are required to 
take open-book rule tests and 
attend annual meetings to 
learn about recent rule 
changes. For football, offi­
cials are also required to pass 
a mechaniCs test. Officials 
must also be recertified ev­
ery year. 

Even with all of these 
preparations, who is to say 
that the refs are always doing 
the right thing? As with any 
occupations, there are good 
and bad officials, but teams 

of the team members to look 
for, with good times and is 
turning out to be fantastic. 

At the DVC Indoor Inter­
national at Lewis University, 
the varsity team placed 
fourth out of eight. 

Varsity lost by 66 points 
to Naperville North's 106 
points. Individual wins came 
from Laura Baumrucker and 
Lauren Anders. 

Junior varsity placed 
fourth, losing to Wheaton 
North by 25 points. 

The next girls track meet 
will be Saturday at Glenbard 
East. 

should not be subjected to 
luck of the draw on whether 
or not they will have a well 
called game. Often times, it 
is not too few calls from offi­
cials that cause problems. In­
stead, too many calls hinder 
the game's flow. For example, 
I was at a certain sectional 
championship for basketball 
about a month ago. The offi­
cials did not call an unfair 
game, but they called fouls 
so often that I was not sure if 
I was at a basketball game or 
a free-throw shootout. 

It is situations such as this 
that officials might need to 
tone it down a little. Espe­
cially in a game as important 
as the sectional champion­
ship, calls like that do not do 
either team any good. In­
stead, they keep both teams 
from being able to play their 
games. 

I do respect each and ev­
eryone of them though. I 
know that it must be an in­
credibly stressful job to make 
controversial calls, always 
knowing that coaches will be 
in your face, crowds wi II boo 
you and high school students 
will write articles about you. 

I assume that most high 
school offiCials are where 
they are because they love 
the sport. If not, then this is 
not a position for them. 

By Mary Beth Selby 
Despite the loss of senior 

track runners from last year, 
boys track is still pulling 
ahead in their outdoor sea­
son. 

Coach Paul McLeland 
thinks the team is "a little 
further ahead" than last year. 

"The question is, 'Can we 
hang on?' I would like to 
believe we can, but it's hard 
since we lost some good run­
ners last year," said 
McLeland. 

The boys are showing real 
potential to make scores. We­
go boys conquered at Geneva 
Saturday at the annual Tiger 
Invitational, which they had 
high hopes to win. Last year 
they were second, losing only 
to Geneva. 

"It's good to have goals to 
aim high. But I will be dis­
appointed if we don't win, 
some guys will be disap­
pointed too," said McLeland. 

Though the meet ended 
early ·~fore the 400 m race, 
We-go still won. 

In their first outdoor meet 
at Wheaton North with West 
Aurora, the boys took second 
place, while Wheaton North 
took first and West Aurora 
took third. 

"They put out a lot of good 
effort, I am very pleased," said 
McLeland. 

There were many first place 
finishes for their first meet of 
the season. The 2-mile relay 
team took first. Mike 
Savegnago, who normally 
does relays, high jump, and 
pole vault, placed first in the 
high jump, 100m. dash, and 
200 m dash. 

Jeff Raymond jumped 14-
feet, 6-inches, securing first 
place. 

"He jumped a foot more 
than last week, which is 
huge," said McLeland. 

Mark Foote placed first for 

the 400 m run with a time of 
52.4 seconds. 

Though Mike Doll took 
second place in the 100 m. 
hurdles with a personal best 
time of 15.2 seconds. 
McLeland said he is working 
towards the state qualifying 
time of 14.5 seconds. 

While the Wheaton North 
meet was only a Tuesday 
meet, the boys took it very 
seriously. 

"Tuesday meets are like 
competitive practice. But we 
got many PBs (personal 
bests), especially on a warm 
windy day, so that was good," 
said McLeland. 

The boys had a home meet 
on Tuesday against Wheaton 
Warrenville South and 
Naperville North. Their next 
track meet is the annual 
Raider Invite on Saturday at 
Glenbard South. The team 
has traditionally performed 
well at this meet. 

Girls soccer kicks it up a notch· 
By Bridget Geraghty 
Girls soccer has started 

their season off right and 
hopes to stay with their gain­
ing momentum. 

After five games th'ey are 
2-3, but varsity head coach 
Julio DelReal thinks they are 
playing really well and 
should be 4-1. 

"With this team, we get 
close to the goal and can't 
do anything," said DelReal. 

The most recent game was 
against St. Francis with a 
heartbreaking loss 3-1. 

"Besides the score, we to­
tally dominated the game, 
even had the ball most of the 
time," said DelReal. 

He also said St. Francis 
only had five chances to score 

but unfortunately they man­
aged to score three of those 
times. 

They also lost to Wheaton 
Warrenville South, but the 
only upset was in the score, 
5-0. 

According to DelReal, 
WWS is one of the best teams 
in the state, outplayed We­
go on all levels, and on top 
of that, We-go came out not 
performing their best. 

The team did win their first 
game 3-1 against York. 
DelReal said the team played 
very well but fell apart the 
second half. 

"We played flat, really 
bad. Luckily we still had 
enough to hold them off," 
said DelReal. 

The next game against 
Rosary was a loss for the team, 
losing 0-l. 

"We outshot them by a 
margin of 4 to 1 shots, and 
they had only three shots and 

scored one of those times," 
explained DelReal. 

Luckily they bounced 
back against Larkin and won 
2-1 . DelReal said the team 
was more physical than all 
three teams and outplayed 
the other teams. 

For the post-season, 
DelReal has a lot of hope for 
the girls, especially after last 
year's knockout in the first 
round against St. Charles. 

"We're as strong and as 
good as they were," DelReal 
said. 

We-go wins Leyden tourney 
By Sam West 
The badminton team has 

made an improvement over 
last year, and the season is 
only half over. 

The varsity badminton 
team won their recent tour­
nament at Leyden East High 
School, where four other high 
schools competed. 

This year was an improve­
ment over last, when the team 
took third at Leyden. 

Assistant coach Jodi 
Donovan said that the varsity 
and JV record was 4-1, with 
the only loss to Glenbard 
East. 

"The other team outper­
formed us," Donovan said of 
their loss. 

But on the whole, the bad­
minton team is doing well. 

"The girls have the skills 
th(:y need to win and they 

have the confidence," 
Donovan said. 

Donovan attributed their 
record to the fact that the var­
sity team is strong. 

Varsity player Sarah 
Swatsworth said, "Playing 
with girls who feel the same 
way about the sport and who 
have attitudes· that make it 
worthwhile is the best part of 
badminton." 

Many freshmen also tried 
out this year, and Donovan 
thinks that they will grow 
into good varsity players. 

"The freshmen show a lot 
of promise," she said. 

The freshmen won their 
only match againstGlenbard 
East. The reason the fresh­
men have not competed 
much thus far is because most 
schools that are not in the 
DVC do not have freshmen 

badminton teams, said 
Donovan. 

DVC competitions are 
coming up at the beginning 
of May, Donovan said, and 
the freshmen will get more 
playing time soon. 

But, Donovan warned, 
"The DVC is a very tough 
conference." 

Swatsworth said that the 
biggest challenge the play­
ers have now is moving their 
feet faster. She said that be­
ing able to move quickly 
around the court is a big part 
of the game. 

And of all the 10 varsity, 
17 JV, and 19 freshmen play­
ers, Donovan said they need 
to work hard on one thing if 
they wish to keep improving 
their skills. 

''Their running skills," she 
joked. 
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